
Pieces of Iowa’s Past 
This Week:  

    Naming of the State Office Buildings – Part 1 
 
 

March 2, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Naming of the State Office Buildings – Part 1 
 

 
The Capitol grounds have been evolving through planned and unplanned 
actions for more than 150 years.  The Capitol was built in the center of a 10-
acre plot given by Wilson Alexander Scott and Harrison Lyon.   
 
Growth of the Capitol Complex, as it is known today, began when legislation 
was passed in 1913 by the 35th General Assembly to acquire additional land.   

The current Capitol 
Complex consists of 16 
buildings and 200 
acres stretching south 
to the railroad tracks 
and north to Interstate 
235.   
 
Several of the Capitol 
Complex buildings are 
named after prominent 
Iowans, but the 
naming or renaming of 
state buildings, 
whether through study 
commissions, 
legislation, or contests, 
was not always easy.  
  
 

 

Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative    
Session, features historical facts about Iowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.  
All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the 

actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 
 

Existing Capitol Complex 
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The need for general office buildings was recognized as early as 1919 when 
the Iowa Legislature appropriated $1 million to relieve crowding in the 
Capitol.  By the 1940s and ’50s, however, it was recognized that the most 
urgent need was for general office space.  Until then, several state 
departments were housed in rented space in downtown Des Moines office 
buildings, or occupied legislative committee rooms when the Legislature was 
not in session. 
 
 
 
Ola Babcock Miller Building - 1899 

 
The Ola Babcock Miller Building is one of the oldest and grandest buildings 
on the Capitol Complex, dating back to 1899.  It was the second significant 
Iowa government building built on the Capitol Complex after the statehouse.  
Originally the Historical, Memorial and Arts Building, it now houses the State 
Library, the Ombudsman offices, and Legislative Services Agency offices.   
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The Iowa Commission on the Status of Women 
lobbied for years to dedicate the century-old 
building, and the Legislature voted in 1999 to 
rename it.  The building was renamed in 2002 for Ola 
Babcock Miller, the first woman to serve as Iowa 
Secretary of State and the founder of the Iowa 
Highway Patrol, which would later become the Iowa 
State Patrol.   
 
Although she is noted for being the first woman to sit 
on the Iowa Executive Council as Secretary of State 
from 1932 until her death in 1937, Mrs. Miller’s most 
outstanding achievement is considered to be the 
founding of the Iowa Highway Patrol, which was 

established to promote highway safety.   
 
Mrs. Miller was active in the women’s suffrage movement during the 1920s 
and served in leadership positions in numerous organizations, including as 
president of the Iowa state and international chapters of the P.E.O. 
Sisterhood.  She would become one of the first four women inducted into the 
Iowa Women’s Hall of Fame in 1975. 
  

 
The Des Moines Register, February 1, 2002 

Ola Babcock Miller 
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Oran Pape State Office Building - 1915 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Oran Pape State Office Building was originally constructed in 1915 as a 
branch house for the International Harvester Company of America.  It is 
believed the lower floor was used as a showroom for the tractors and farm 
equipment the company produced, while the upper floors stored manufactured 
parts for the company.  The building was used for other purposes, as well, 
including possibly as apartments, before the state purchased the building and 
began using it as the Records and Property Building.  

 
A major renovation from 
2005 to 2007 re-purposed 
the building for the Iowa 
Department of Public 
Safety.  It was then 
renamed the Oran Pape 
State Office Building on 
July 26, 2012, in honor of 
Oran Pape, Iowa’s first 
state trooper to be killed in 
the line of duty.   
 
 
 
The Des Moines Register; July 28, 2012 
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Lucas State Office Building - 1952 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lucas State Office Building is the oldest — and was for several years the 
only — general office building on the Capitol Complex.  Planning for the Lucas 
building began in 1941, but construction was delayed by World War II.  
Construction finally started in 1949 and was completed in 1952. 
 
But the Lucas building wasn’t named until 1966, when construction was nearing 
completion on a second state building.  Known for many years simply as the 
“state office building,” it was agreed that it wouldn’t make sense to call one the 
“state office building” while giving the new building a name or to have two 
“state office buildings.”  The “new” building later would be named the Grimes 
State Office Building.  Read about it in Naming of the State Office Buildings – 
Part 2.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fourteen years after it was built, the six-story Lucas State Office Building was 
named for Robert Lucas, who served as Iowa’s first territorial governor from 
1838 to 1841. 
 

Headline from The Des Moines Register, December 22, 1966 
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The Des Moines Register, December 20, 1966 

State office building historical information source:  Eye on Energy by the Iowa Department of Administrative Services, January 2009 


