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Examining the Nines: President Ronald Reagan 

Addresses the Iowa General Assembly 
 

 

 

This year begins the 89th Iowa General Assembly. Some of this year’s Pieces 

of Iowa’s Past articles will briefly examine the work of the 9th, 19th, 29th, 

39th, 49th, 59th, 69th, and 79th General Assemblies, or observe interesting 

events that happened during those years. 

  

The first year of the 69th General Assembly convened 

for 131 days from January 12 through May 22, 1981.  

The second year convened for 104 days from January 

11 through April 24, 1982.  

 

Lieutenant Governor Terry 

Branstad presided over the 

Senate and Delwyn Stromer was 

Speaker of the House. 

 

Robert D. Ray was Governor, 

serving five terms from 1969 to 

1983. Governor Ray was in his 

fifth term on February 18, 

1982, when he announced that 

he would not seek a sixth term as Governor.  

He would turn 54 later that year. 

 

 

 

Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative    
Session, features historical facts about Iowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.  
All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the 

actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 
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Presidential Visit 

 

Ronald Reagan was sworn into office as the 40th 

president of the United States for his first term on 

January 20, 1981. 

 

On February 9, 1982, President Reagan addressed the 

joint convention of the 1982 Session of the 69th 

General Assembly of the Iowa Legislature on the 

Federalism program. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iowa City Press-Citizen, February 9, 1982 

President 

Ronald Reagan 
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Source: Reagan Foundation White House Diaries 
 

https://www.reaganfoundation.org/media/52027/020982.pdf
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White House Diary Entry for February 9th, 1982 
 

Sioux City Journal, February 10, 1982 

Commemorative button from 

President Reagan's 1982 visit 

to Des Moines 

2/9 -A Repub. breakfast Gov. Bob Ray et al. This, too as successful 
although not as large as the rally last night. Then with Bob over to 

the State House to address the legislature on our Federalism 

program. Again, a most heartwarming reception. Flew on to 
Indiana—again to speak to legislature. Here too with Gov. Bob Orr 

the reaction was terrific from Dem. office holders as well as Repubs. 
Came back to Wash. and spoke to 3,500 of the religious broadcasters 

& this too was a smash. I’m home in the W.H. & feeling very uplifted. 

It’s good to get out in the real world. 

https://www.reaganfoundation.org/ronald-reagan/white-house-diaries/diary-entry-02091982/
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Further Information: 

Watch President Reagan’s Remarks to the Iowa State Legislature on February 9, 1982  

 

 
Governor Ray, I thank you very 

much. We've known each other a 

long time, and I appreciate more 

than I can say your warm words of 

welcome and your warm welcome 

here this morning. 

 

It's good to be here with you today, 

but I must tell you that my real 

mission in Des Moines is at WHO 

radio. [Laughter] You see, some 

years back, as you may know, I 

recreated ball games on the air 

based on reports that came by 

telegraph. I would, now that I'm 

here, like to recreate the Rose Bowl 

game, and this time around you 

know who's going to win. 

 

When I knew the Hawkeyes back in 

the thirties, they were struggling to 

get out of one of those low spots 

that come every once in a while, to 

a school and a team. Coach Hayden 

Fry and quarterback Gordy 

Bohannon and the rest of that team 

rode the comeback trail all the way 

to the Rose Bowl. 

 

So I have come to Des Moines to consult with you, to seek your counsel and 

your support as, together, we take the high road to national recovery and 

renewal. We share the trust of elected office, you for your State and I for the 

country and the people who sent me. And I have come to cement again the 

bond of partnership too many have forgotten. 

 

 

Excerpt from Address Before a Joint Session of the Iowa State Legislature 

Des Moines Tribune, February 9, 1982 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdmsWQ1e4PY
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/speech/address-joint-session-iowa-state-legislature-des-moines

