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100th Anniversary of Iowa’s State Banner 
 

 

 

It was nearly 75 years after statehood that Iowa’s 39th General Assembly 

officially adopted a state banner 100 years ago on March 29, 1921.  The first 

step taken toward a state flag adoption began in 1913 during the 35th 

General Assembly.  Introduced by Senator Frederic Larrabee, from Webster 

County, on April 15, 1913, the resolution was as follows: 

 

In accordance with the resolution, the 35th General Assembly created the 

Iowa Flag Commission to report on an official state flag.  The Commission 

consisted of Governor W. L. Harding as chairman, Adjutant General Guy E. 

Logan, and Curator of the Historical Department, Edgar R. Harlan, as 

secretary.  The 36th General Assembly continued the Commission for further 

study and examination.   

 

Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative    
Session, features historical facts about Iowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.  
All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the 

actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 
 

Source: https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/YSJL/855224.pdf 
 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=36&personID=3070
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/YSJL/855224.pdf
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The State Flag Commission finally reported to the 37th General Assembly on 

March 24, 1917, that in its opinion Iowa should have a flag but it had found 

no suitable design, and the Legislature adjourned without further action. 

 

 

 
 

 

Iowa Flag Commission’s Report to the 37th General Assembly 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/YHJL/855052.pdf
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Meanwhile, in 1916, President 

Woodrow Wilson dispatched 

75,000 National Guardsmen to 

the Mexican border after Mexican 

rebels attacked the U.S. Army 

garrison at Columbus, New 

Mexico.  All units of the Iowa 

National Guard were mustered 

into federal service to the 

Mexican border.   

 

 

It was the Iowa National Guardsmen stationed along the Mexican border 

who suggested a state banner was needed.  The guardsmen said regiments 

from other states had banners, and they felt one was needed to designate 

their unit.   

Iowa troops arrive along the Mexican 

border at Brownsville, Texas 
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The Iowa Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) was 

the organization most interested in the matter of providing the Iowa National 

Guardsmen with a state banner, but the threat of war with Imperial 

Germany began to loom larger.  U.S. forces were gradually withdrawn from 

Mexico and by January of 1917, all Iowa troops had returned.  The United 

States would enter World War I a few months later. 

 

Having already prepared two designs, Mrs. Lue B. Prentiss, chairman of the 

DAR’s flag committee, Mrs. Dixie Gebhardt, and a number of other 

interested persons appeared before the State Council of National Defense on 

May 11, 1917 to present a flag design submitted by Mrs. Gebhardt.   

 

The Council approved the state flag 

for use by the Iowa soldiers, and 

the Daughters of the American 

Revolution had a number of flags 

manufactured and presented to 

each of the Iowa National Guard 

regiments, one of which, the 168th 

United States Infantry, was already 

in France.   

 

 

1917 prototype of Iowa’s state flag 

designed by Dixie Cornell Gebhardt 

of Knoxville 
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Senate File 66, adopting a flag for the state of Iowa, was introduced in the 

38th General Assembly, but even after the acceptance of the eight banners 

manufactured by the Daughters of the American Revolution, on February 17, 

1919, the bill was defeated.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although some believed state flags were emblems of state loyalty and did 

not suggest rivalry with the national sovereignty, due to the Civil War, state 

patriotism was looked upon as a threat of disunion.  “In no other state, 

probably, was there greater indifference to the significance of a state flag 

than in Iowa, due perhaps to the fact that the state was settled largely from 

other states and established its state government during the period of 

dissension preceding the Civil War.” - Ruth A. Gallaher, “The Iowa Banner.” 

Excerpt from "The Iowa State Banner," The Annals of Iowa 26 (1945) 
 

When the bill came up for passage, a state senator read a letter from 
his son, written from a camp in France, saying: "I hold that one flag 

is enough for American soldiers, and that the Stars and Stripes is 
sufficient for all purposes." 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=38&ba=SF66
https://ir.uiowa.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3288&context=palimpsest
https://ir.uiowa.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=6375&context=annals-of-iowa


  Pieces of Iowa’s Past 
            7        March 24, 2021 

A different attitude had developed when the bill was proposed again in the 

39th General Assembly.  The banner was admired and approved of and 

unofficially had been displayed on many occasions.  By 1918 flags were 

being manufactured by Ann-in and 

Company of New York City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On March 29, 1921, House File 398 was signed by Governor Nathan E. 

Kendall, adopting a state flag for Iowa.   

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=39&ba=HF398
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In 1995, the 76th General Assembly passed House File 3, a bill that 

reenacted provisions of 1921 Iowa Acts, chapter 78 (House File 398).  The 

bill, as passed by the House and Senate in 1921, was never signed by the 

Speaker of the House as required by the Iowa Constitution.  House File 3 

also updated the language, replacing the term “banner” with the word “flag.” 

   

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=76&ba=HF3
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=39&ba=HF398
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The flag’s designer, Dixie Cornell Gebhardt of Knoxville, Iowa, published her 

idea of the meaning of the banner: 

 

 

 

 

Source: "The Iowa State Banner," The Annals of Iowa 26 (1945) 

https://ir.uiowa.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=6375&context=annals-of-iowa
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A monument to honor the flag and Dixie Cornell 

Gebhardt was erected at 217 South Second Street in 

Knoxville in celebration of the 75th anniversary of the 

adoption of the Iowa state flag on March 29, 1996.  It 

was determined by the Iowa 

Sesquicentennial Commission 

that the site was the home of 

Gebhardt when she designed 

the state flag.   

 

Gebhardt died on October 16, 

1955, in Knoxville, and is interred at Graceland 

Cemetery.  The original flag design, in crayon, is on 

display in the Marion County courthouse.  The city of 

Knoxville, county seat of Marion County, calls itself 

the “Birthplace of the Iowa Flag.”  

 

March 29, 2021, will mark the 100th anniversary of the Iowa state banner. 


