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Examining the Nines: Reapportionment and  

Sister States 
 

 

 

This year begins the 89th Iowa General Assembly.  Some 

of this year’s Pieces of Iowa’s Past articles will briefly 

examine the work of the 9th, 19th, 29th, 39th, 49th, 

59th, 69th, and 79th General Assemblies, or observe 

interesting events that happened during those years. 

  

The 59th General Assembly convened January 9th and 

adjourned May 6, 1961, a 118-day session.  

  

Lieutenant Governor W.L. Mooty presided over the 

Senate and Henry Nelson was Speaker of the House.   

 

The number of resolutions and bills introduced was 1,337, of 

which the General Assembly passed 357. 

Governor Norman Erbe vetoed seven. 

 

Among other actions of major interest, 

the Legislature: 

•   Established the Iowa-Nebraska 

boundary at the center of the main 

channel of the Missouri River, except 

that the town of Carter Lake would 

remain in Iowa.  The Nebraska 

legislature refused to accept this 

decision. 
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https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/person?ga=59&personID=1726
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/person?ga=59&personID=1560
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• Made the oak Iowa's official state tree, designated by a resolution on 

March 13, 1961. 

• Increased the marriage age from 14 to 16 years for girls and from 16 to 

18 for boys. 

 

Reapportionment 

 

Senate File 480 repealed 1958 Iowa Code, section 40.1, eliminating Iowa’s 

eighth congressional district.   

 

Reapportionment or redistricting is the process by which new congressional 

and state legislative district boundaries are drawn.  District lines are redrawn 

every 10 years following completion of the United States census.  

 

The 1960 census population of Iowa was 2,757,537, an increase of 5.2%, 

with Iowa's population then being 53% urban.  The 1960 census also 

revealed that Iowa's representation in the House would have to be reduced 

by one.  The seven representatives from Iowa who would have been elected 

to the Eighty-eighth Congress in 1962 were elected from seven 

congressional districts, which were established by Senate File 480 of the 

59th General Assembly.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source: Iowa Official Register 1961-1962 
 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=59&ba=SF480
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/RDBKI/1043564.pdf
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The problem was to divide the state into seven districts of nearly equal 

population and, from a political standpoint, to let the loss of one 

congressman fall on the minority party.  A dozen plans were drawn, and 

each house passed its own bill.  A conference committee report was then 

adopted.    

 

 

 

Today, Iowa is comprised of four congressional districts as drawn following 

the 2010 United States Census.  This year’s 89th General Assembly will 

determine the reapportionment using the 2020 census. 
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Sister State 
 

Senate Joint Resolution 30, approved 

April 12, 1961, was an additional item 

of action taken by the 59th General 

Assembly, recognizing Yamanashi 

Prefecture, Japan, as Iowa’s very first 

international sister state. 

 

A sister state relationship is a formal 

declaration of friendship between two 

regions, states, or nations.  Such an 

agreement is a symbol of mutual 

goodwill.  There are nine of these 

Iowa sister states that connect Iowa culture and agriculture with "sister 

cities" around the world.  Iowa’s other sister states include Yucatan, Mexico 

(1965), Hebei Province, China (1983), Terengganu, Malaysia (1987), 

Stavropol Krai, Russia (1988), Taiwan (1989), Cherkasy Oblast, Ukraine 

(1996), Veneto Region, Italy (1997) and the Republic of Kosovo (2013).   

   

The 59th General 

Assembly desired to 

formally confirm the 

international "sister 

state" relationship 

with Yamanashi 

Prefecture, Japan, a 

relationship that 

began in 1959 when 

a typhoon destroyed 

their livestock 

industry.   

 

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=59&ba=SJR%2030
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In response, Iowa sent 35 

breeding hogs and 60,000 

bushels of corn to help with 

the recovery – an event that 

is famously known today as 

the Iowa Hog Lift.  The 

people of Yamanashi 

Prefecture responded in kind 

during Iowa’s flood disaster of 

1993, presenting a generous 

gift of monetary assistance 

for flood relief to the farmers 

of Iowa.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excerpt from remarks made by Governor Hisashi Amano of Yamanashi 
Prefecture, Japan, before Joint Convention May 1, 1961  

 

Des Moines Tribune – January 16, 1960                                    

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/PL/798284.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/PL/798284.pdf
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In 1961, Yamanashi gave a very large ceremonial bronze temple bell and 

bell house to the people of Iowa as an expression of Yamanashi’s gratitude 

to commemorate the generosity of Iowans who responded to the devastation 

inflicted on Yamanashi farmers in 1959.  The 2,000-pound temple bell of 

peace and friendship, as well as the structure that houses it, sits on the 

south Capitol grounds. 

 

2021 will mark the 60th anniversary of the Iowa-Yamanashi sister state 

relationship.   

 

 


