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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 

 
__________ 

 
 

SECOND CALENDAR DAY 
SECOND SESSION DAY 

  
Senate Chamber 

Des Moines, Iowa, Tuesday, January 11, 2005 
 
 The Senate met in regular session at 8:46 a.m., President Kibbie 
presiding. 
 
 Prayer was offered by the Reverend Faith Ferre, pastor of 
Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ in Des Moines, 
Iowa.  She was the guest of Senator Ward. 
 
 The Journal of Monday, January 10, 2005, was approved. 
 
 The Senate stood at ease at 8:50 a.m. until the fall of the gavel for 
the purpose of party caucuses. 
 
 The Senate resumed session at 9:23 a.m., President Kibbie 
presiding. 
 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS 
(Regular Calendar) 

 
 Senator Iverson asked and received unanimous consent to take up 
for consideration House Concurrent Resolutions 1 and 2. 
 
House Concurrent Resolution 1 
 
 On motion of Senator Iverson, House Concurrent Resolution 1, 
a concurrent resolution designating that a joint convention of the two 
houses of the 2005 session of the Eighty-First General Assembly be 
held on Tuesday, January 11, 2005, at 10:00 a.m., was taken up for 
consideration. 
 

http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=HCR1
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=HCR1
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 Senator Iverson moved the adoption of House Concurrent 
Resolution 1, which motion prevailed by a voice vote. 
 
House Concurrent Resolution 2 
 
 On motion of Senator Iverson, House Concurrent Resolution 2, 
a concurrent resolution designating that a joint convention of the two 
houses of the 2005 session of the Eighty-First General Assembly be 
held on Wednesday, January 12, 2005, at 10:00 a.m., was taken up 
for consideration. 
 
  Senator Iverson moved the adoption of House Concurrent 
Resolution 2, which motion prevailed by a voice vote. 
 
 The Senate stood at ease at 9:26 a.m. until the fall of the gavel. 
 
 The Senate resumed session at 9:45 a.m., President Kibbie 
presiding. 
 

COMMITTEE FROM THE HOUSE 
 
 A committee from the House appeared and announced that the 
House was ready to receive the Senate in joint convention. 
 
 In accordance with House Concurrent Resolution 1, duly adopted, 
the Senate proceeded to the House chamber under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Senate and the Sergeant-at-Arms. 
 

JOINT CONVENTION 
 
 The joint convention convened at 9:50 a.m., President Kibbie 
presiding. 
 
 Senator Iverson moved that the roll call be dispensed with and 
that the President of the joint convention be authorized to declare a 
quorum present, which motion prevailed by a voice vote. 
 
 President Kibbie declared a quorum present and the joint 
convention duly organized. 
 

http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=HCR1
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=HCR1
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=HCR2
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=HCR2
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=HCR2
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=HCR2
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=HCR1
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 Senator Iverson moved that a committee of seven, four members 
from the Senate and three members from the House, be appointed to 
notify Governor Thomas J. Vilsack that the joint convention was 
ready to receive him. 
 
 The motion prevailed by a voice vote and the Chair announced the 
appointment of Senators Beall, Putney, Ragan, and Ward on the part 
of the Senate, and Representatives Elgin, Raecker, and Reichart on 
the part of the House. 
 
 Secretary of State Chet Culver, Secretary of Agriculture Patty 
Judge, Auditor of State David A. Vaudt, and Attorney General Tom 
Miller were escorted into the House chamber. 
 
 Chief Justice Louis A. Lavorato and the Justices of the Supreme 
Court, and Chief Judge Rosemary Shaw Sackett and the Judges of 
the Court of Appeals were escorted into the House chamber. 
 
 Lieutenant Governor Sally J. Pederson was escorted into the 
House chamber. 
 
  First Lady Christie Vilsack, wife of the Governor, and their sons, 
Jess and Doug, were escorted into the House chamber. 
 
 The committee waited upon Governor Thomas J. Vilsack and 
escorted him to the Speaker’s station. 
 
 President Kibbie presented Governor Thomas J. Vilsack, who 
delivered the following Condition of the State Address: 
 
 Thank you very much. Thank you. Mr. President, thank you very much. Mr. 
Speaker, thank you.  To the members of the General Assembly, thank you for your kind 
invitation to visit with you today about the condition of our great state.  Before I do, I 
want to take this opportunity to acknowledge Chief Justice Lavarato and members of 
our Iowa Supreme Court and our Iowa Court of Appeals, as well as our other statewide 
elected officials—our Attorney General, our Auditor, our Secretary of Agriculture, and 
our Secretary of State.  I need to extend a special acknowledgment to Sally Pederson 
for her outstanding work as our Lieutenant Governor, and to my First Lady and Iowa’s 
First Lady, Christie Vilsack, for her voluntary efforts on behalf of literacy and libraries.  
Each of you and all of you are making a difference, and I want to take this opportunity 
to personally thank you for making each life in Iowa better. 
 
 Each year, I address the General Assembly and the people of Iowa on the condition 
of our state.  In a word, I am pleased to report that the condition of our state is 
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improving.  More Iowans are working now than a year ago, and after several years of 
decline, state revenues are rebounding.  We will unveil a budget process in the next 
week or so that focuses on priorities and on results.  While difficult choices and 
challenges face us, progress is being achieved. 
 
 Six years ago when I spoke to the General Assembly, we worried about declining 
math and reading scores among our earliest learners.  Fulfilling our responsibility to 
our children, we focused resources on class size reduction efforts and reversed an eight-
year decline in test scores.  Today, our youngsters benefit from four straight years of 
improved test scores—scores that rank among the nation’s best. 
 
 Six years ago, we agonized over whether or not we would have access to health care 
for some of our most vulnerable Iowans—our children, our veterans, and our seniors. 
Working together, we expanded the Healthy and Well Kids in Iowa program, our  
hawk-i.  We educated veterans and their families about benefits, and we created the 
senior living trust to extend health care options for seniors.  In doing so, we expanded 
health security to thousands of Iowans.  Today in our state, 15,000 more children have 
access to the health care they need when they need it through expanded hawk-i. 
Thirty-eight thousand more veterans are receiving the health care benefits they have 
earned with their service, and over 28,700 more seniors, as a result of the senior living 
trust, are living in their own homes with greater dignity and independence rather than 
going to a nursing facility before it is their time.  And we accomplished all of that by 
working together. 
 
 Six years ago, we wondered whether or not we would have the people and the power 
and the resources to transform an economy.  We embraced Vision Iowa and the 
Community Attraction and Tourism program, we reformed our regulatory structure for 
electric utilities, and we funded the first two years of the Grow Iowa Values Fund.  In 
doing so, we changed the economic landscape of our state.  One hundred seventy 
projects that have received Vision Iowa and Community Attraction and Tourism grants 
allowed us to expand and grow the number of cultural and recreational opportunities.  
At the same time, we grew the number of college-educated workers in our work force by 
over 50,000 in the last three years alone. 
 
 The six new power facilities that have been constructed or are under construction 
are the first new such power facilities in the last 20 years.  When the power from those 
facilities is added to our efforts to expand wind and renewable energy, Iowans will no 
longer have to look beyond our borders for power.  We will have true energy 
independence. 
 
 With the investments made in the Iowa Values Fund, we have supported thousands 
of good-paying jobs in the life sciences, information solutions, and advanced 
manufacturing.  We have allowed our state to gain a national reputation as a leader in 
biotechnology and insurance, and we have also enabled our state to be among the 
nation’s leaders in per capita income growth—all of this by working together. 
 
 Now, as much as we have achieved, there is still more work to be done.  My friends, 
history calls us to this time and to this place.  A solemn choice rests with us—where do 
we go from here?  Do we move slowly and incrementally?  Or do we seize the challenge 
of our time and tackle the great issues of our day. 
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 Some will look at this Legislature nearly equally divided and split and suggest and 
predict that not much will be accomplished.  Those who do so, do not know as I know, 
do not have the faith that I have in the leaders of this General Assembly and in the 
members of this General Assembly.  I know that you care deeply about this state.  I 
know that you believe that it can and it should be the best place to live, work, and raise 
a family.  In that spirit, let us seize this historic moment, let us put aside party politics, 
let us put aside partisanship and ideology.  Let us commit to governing as one—no 
Republican agenda, no Democratic agenda—just simply one common, shared Iowa 
agenda. 
 
 Let us tackle those great issues with bold ideas—ideas that transform; ideas that 
are rooted and reflective of our shared values of responsibility, opportunity, and 
security; ideas that fundamentally change Iowa; ideas that allow us to accomplish our 
shared mission to grow Iowa; and ideas that realize the shared vision of Iowa as the 
best place to live, work, and raise a family. 
 
 This is a critical moment, and we must start this effort to transform our state with 
education.  For every child in this state needs and must have a world-class educational 
opportunity in order to prepare them for the global competition.  While our schools are 
good, they must be the best, if our youngsters are to succeed in that competition and 
succeed in life.  Let us commit from this day forward that good will no longer be good 
enough. 
 
 Thirty-eight dedicated Iowans from all walks of life, inside and outside of education, 
have met for over a year to determine what we needed to do to provide that world-class 
and seamless educational learning opportunity for our children.  The recommendations 
of that group, the Iowa Learns Council, form the basis for transforming education in 
our state.  I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge members of the Iowa Learns 
Council who could join us today.  I have asked them to stand, and I would ask you to 
join me in thanking them for their service. 
 
 The council recommended that we begin with our youngest children.  Brain 
research has established and proved that 85 percent of the core structure of the brain 
of a child forms in the first six years of life.  To fulfill our collective responsibility to our 
children, we must have a comprehensive commitment to these young learners.  We 
must have a commitment that coordinates and integrates early child care and 
education. 
 
 The council recommended three significant steps.  First, we should begin by helping 
parents, by providing assistance to parents, so that they can be their child’s first and 
best teacher.  Several years ago, this General Assembly had the foresight to create and 
to fund community empowerment areas.  The concept was to integrate and coordinate 
our early child efforts.  We should invest more in empowerment.  In doing so, we can 
expand home visitation and parent education programs.  And we can increase the tools 
and knowledge available to parents so that they can create even more stimulating 
environments for their children at home. 
 
 The second step requires us to recognize that many, in fact most, of the parents of 
these young children work.  And as a result, they rely on child care during a part of 
their day.  Many Iowa families struggle every day, every week, every month, every 
year, in finding and paying for quality childcare.  We need to help.  We need to expand 
financial assistance so parents can afford quality childcare, and we need to begin to 
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create a rating system that will allow us to identify and define what quality childcare 
is.  The fact is if we know what quality is, if parents know where they can find it in 
their community and they can afford it, they will make the right choice for their child 
or for their children. 
 
 The third step in this process involves preschool—access to preschool.  It is a core 
essential to any comprehensive commitment to our youngsters.  It forms the basis, the 
foundation, for a great start to learning once school begins.  Most Iowans would be 
surprised to learn that less than 20 percent of our children have access to accredited 
quality preschool.  Let this be the General Assembly that makes the decision to begin 
now to increase every year the number of children having access to accredited 
preschool.  Let this be the General Assembly that challenges schools, Head Start, faith-
based efforts, and private providers to expand access to preschool so that we reach the 
day that every child in our state, every child in our state, has access to quality 
preschool.  Let it begin now. 
 
 Now some will say that in order for us to reach a world-class learning experience in 
education, all we need to do is simply invest more in the current K–12 system.  Clearly 
we do need to do a better job of supporting general school aid, and we must make sure 
our teaching salaries are competitive.  The fact is that our children will not succeed, 
will not have the level of success that they need,  if we continue to languish 37th in the 
country in teaching salaries.  So the budget that we submit will not only fully fund our 
allowable growth commitment, but it will more than double our commitment to the 
teacher compensation and student achievement program that we started together 
several years ago. 
 
 But if that’s all we do, it will not be good enough.  High schools need to be 
transformed in this state.  Most Iowans would not be surprised to learn that Iowa 
graduates a higher percentage of its high school students than all but four states in our 
country.  But I suspect that many Iowans would be surprised to learn that for every 
100 students starting 9th grade in our state, only 83 graduate from high school within 
four years.  Of that number, only 54 go on to college immediately after high school 
graduation.  Of that number, only 37 are in college the second year, and of that number 
only 28—28 out the original 100 students will get their associate’s degree within three 
years of graduation or their bachelor’s degree within six years of graduation.  When the 
Department of Labor reports that 49 out of the top 50 jobs in this country, 49 out of the 
top 50 highest-paying jobs in this economy now and in the future, will require post high 
school education, Iowans have the right to expect, and I would submit to you we have 
the right to demand, better. 
 
 We need to transform high school.  The Iowa Learns Council recommended a more 
rigorous and more relevant high school experience.  They suggested that we needed to 
strengthen curriculum, we needed to toughen graduation requirements, and we needed 
to tighten relationships between our high schools, our colleges, our universities, and 
our community colleges so that youngsters can gain college credit before they even 
graduate from high school. 
 
 Those recommendations should be followed.  For in our high schools today, a young 
person can graduate from most of our high schools with but two years of math and two 
years of science.  In a global economy, in a competitive world, we must challenge our 
children academically.  So I have asked Judy Jeffrey, the director of the Department of 
Education, and members of our State Board of Education to travel throughout the state 
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the next four months to meet with local school officials to urge them to adopt the Iowa 
Learns Council’s recommendations:  to strengthen that curriculum, to tighten and 
toughen those requirements, and to create those relationships that will expand 
learning opportunities. 
 
 Our children deserve this.  They need it.  And it’s up to us.  It’s up to us, because 
the reality is that many of these schools will find it difficult.  Forty percent of our high 
schools today have fewer than 200 students.  They have fewer experienced teachers.  
They have increased work loads.  They have fewer class offerings.  They have declining 
enrollments and declining revenues.  They will find it very difficult, if not impossible, 
to meet these recommendations.  They need our help.  They also need to be willing to 
help themselves.  Whole-grade sharing, the sharing of administrative staff and 
superintendents, consolidation of high schools, if at the local level the decision is made 
to consolidate school districts—all of those are strategies to expand learning 
opportunities for our children.  And we should encourage those strategies.  We should 
provide financial incentives to encourage school districts to look at those strategies.  
The budget that we submit will not only provide the resources for allowable growth and 
teacher compensation, but it will also fund supplemental weighting to encourage these 
steps be taken now. 
 
 The time to make this commitment is now.  Our children deserve it, and I would 
strongly suggest to you that our values command it. 
 
 Now, while transformation begins with education, it does not end there.  If we are 
to grow Iowa, if we are to become the great place to live, work, and raise a family, we 
must have expanded economic opportunity through economic development.  It remains 
a key.  Several years ago, we began the process of transforming the economy focused on 
three industry clusters that play to the strengths of Iowa:  the life sciences, advanced 
manufacturing, and information solutions with a focus on insurance and financial 
services. 
 
 We invested in the life sciences, in companies that added value to the crops that we 
grow changing them from surplus commodities to value-added ingredients.  For 
example, we nearly tripled the number of ethanol production facilities in our state, 
doubling our ethanol capacity.  Today, I’m proud to stand before you as the Governor of 
the number one state in ethanol production.  We supported biodiesel as a more effective 
fuel.  We invested in bio-based opportunities arising from our state universities—all of 
which allowed us to enhance our reputation as a leader in biotechnology. 
 
 We invested in advanced manufacturing jobs—the jobs that require higher skills, 
command higher pay. 
 
 We welcomed small, high-tech firms to Iowa while at the same time we celebrated 
the announcement of the largest economic development project in our state’s history 
with the expansion of Wells Fargo.  We were able to do all of that by working together 
by creating and promoting the Iowa Values Fund. 
 
 We know the Iowa Values Fund works.  Our job now is to ensure that it works for 
years to come.  Low interest rates, a very high credit rating, and additional gaming 
revenues create a real opportunity to make a substantial and significant and sustained 
commitment to economic development and to a brighter and better future for our state. 



2nd Day TUESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2005 49 

 I propose that we create, and put forward, a five-year, $800 million dollar 
commitment to build that better future—a future that encourages entrepreneurship in 
small business development.  A future that rewards us with 50,000 better-paying jobs 
that support families and communities.  A future that allows us to maintain our critical 
infrastructure.  A future that allows us to expand access to cultural and recreational 
opportunities so we can continue to make the case to our bright, young people that 
Iowa is the best place to live, work, and raise a family.  And a future that invests in our 
natural resources so that we have clean water and improved water resources.  We must 
begin building that future now. 
 
 Once we identify the resources to grow Iowa, we also have to make sure that our 
regulatory structures keep pace with the times.  The one constant in this global 
economy that we find ourselves in is change.  Changing environments—no better 
example of that than in the telecommunications area.  Wireless, voice over IP, and all 
of the changing technologies suggest to us that we need a new regulatory structure and 
design.  One that moves away from a system that regulates price, to one that allows 
the market to regulate price while we regulate and guarantee service, access, and 
quality.  I propose that we begin this effort.  We begin this transition by directing our 
utility board to deregulate business lines for telecommunications.  Iowa can lead in this 
changing environment.  And if we act now, we will. 
 
 Local government officials, community leaders, and government generally must be 
part of this effort to transform.  We need to stimulate more creative thought, more 
innovative thought, at the local level, and we need to build great places to live, to work, 
and to raise a family.  We can begin that process to build those great places and 
stimulate that thought, and in fact we have begun that today with a directive entitled 
Great Places, a directive that I’ve ordered and signed today.  A directive that suggests 
and directs the Department of Economic Development, Workforce Development, 
Natural Resources, Human Rights, Cultural Affairs, and the Iowa Finance Authority to 
streamline their application processes to package a portion of the resources under their 
control and target and direct resources to reward the most innovative, most creative 
communities that aspire to be “great places.”  We can begin building those great places, 
and we will start today. 
 
 Last month I talked to you about a program to make Iowa more competitive, one 
that focused on our income tax structure.  Today, I want to visit with you about our 
property tax structure.  Everybody in this building knows that property taxes are too 
high.  Everybody in this building knows that the current property tax system unfairly 
penalizes commercial and industrial interests that make it more difficult for us to 
develop and expand our economy.  Everyone knows that the current structure does not 
reward efficiency. 
 
 I have in my hand a book entitled “Survey of Administration in Iowa” from the 
Brookings Institute.  It was published in 1933.  And it contained many of the same 
observations.  What was true in 1933 apparently, is still true today in 2005.  This 
system needs to be transformed.  I suggest we take it in two steps. 
 
 The first step.  Let’s deal with the current inequities in our system by adjusting the 
rollback and creating a workable and reasonable limitation on future property tax 
increases.  But let us not stop with that temporary fix.  Let us go to the next step.  Let 
us complete the work that began in 1933.  Let us put in motion a process that allows us 
to restructure government.  A government at every level and at all levels that is more 
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autonomous, but also more efficient.  A government that provides better service at less 
cost.  We have waited far too long.  The time to act is now, and you are the folks that 
can get the job done. 
 
 Governments have no greater responsibility than to secure the safety and security 
of their citizens.  There are many different functions and responsibilities that 
government has that intersect at that solemn duty.  Not the least of which is homeland 
security.  I want to take this opportunity to remind all of us that still today, we have 
men and women, husband and wives, and sons and daughters in harm’s way.  And 
some, who over the last 12 months, paid the ultimate sacrifice and the ultimate price 
for us. We are proud.  We are extraordinarily proud of the men and women who serve 
us in uniform, here and abroad, in a variety of functions and with varying 
responsibilities—from the Armed Forces to police officers, sheriffs, firefighters, and 
others.  We are proud of them.  And we want to thank them for their effort, and we 
want to daily pray for their safety. 
 
 Joining us today is U.S. Army Specialist Chad Running.  Chad is the son of Rich 
Running, director of Iowa Workforce Development.  He’s the third generation of that 
family to have served in combat.  He is currently on leave from the “Green Zone” in 
Baghdad as a medical lab technician.  He has been in the Army for four years.  Chad, 
we are happy to have you home, and thank you for your service. 
 
 Another place where our responsibility to provide security and safety intersects is 
the war on drugs.  This is a war we must win.  And this is a war that we will win if we 
control the production of methamphetamine in this state.  I strongly support, I strongly 
support, efforts to restrict the sale of pseudophedrine and other precursors that are 
vital to the manufacturing of methamphetamine.  Over the Christmas holiday, I met 
with parents of children who made the wrong choice for themselves, for their family, 
and for their community.  Some of you, I suspect, have also met with parents.  You see 
the anguish on their faces.  You see and hear the urgency in their message.  They know 
that it is too late for their son or their daughter, the choice has been made.  But they 
care deeply about the next son and daughter, and I know you do as well.  It may be a 
minor inconvenience for some, but it is great protection for all.  Please support this 
effort.  Please work with me to drive the makers of this poison that robs our children of 
their childhood and of their future, out of this state, out of this country, and out of 
business. 
 
 Now our job, our duty, our responsibility to ensure the safety and security of our 
citizens cannot be complete unless we guarantee health care security for our citizens. 
For several years, the Lieutenant Governor and I have urged the General Assembly to 
expand health care security to tens of thousands of Iowans who suffer from mental 
illness or substance abuse.  Our health care system will never be transformed until 
such time as mental health parity and substance abuse parity become part of our 
health care system.  We have waited a long time.  It is time to make parity the law of 
this state, and the time to act is now. 
 
 But we cannot stop with that.  We must recognize that affordability and 
accessibility also threaten access to health care security for many Iowans.  An 
underfunded Medicaid budget prevents us from providing vital services to vulnerable 
Iowans: children, people with disabilities, and seniors on fixed incomes.  Unreasonably 
high and unpredictably high increases in medical malpractice insurance make it 
difficult to provide access to doctors in critical areas in high-risk specialties.  The lack 
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of emphasis on efficiency and electronic medical recordkeeping makes it more difficult 
for us to avoid medical errors that cost us in lives and in money. 
 
 Small businesses continue to struggle with ever-increasing health care insurance 
costs while they try to remain competitive and do right by their employees.  And our 
seniors need a universal assessment of their condition so they can get the right care at 
the right time. 
 
 Now, we need innovative and creative solutions to all of these, and we need the 
resources to implement them.  In Iowa today, and across this great country, smoking 
costs us—it costs us in lives, it costs us in money and in medical expense, and it costs 
us in lost productivity.  According to the campaign for tobacco-free kids, in Iowa last 
year we spent $235 million dollars as a state for healthcare costs related to tobacco use.  
While we received $88 million dollars from revenues generated by tobacco products.  
That fundamental inequity must be corrected. 
 
 Fairness dictates a better balance between what we pay out and what we receive.  I 
support an increase in the cigarette tax and in the tobacco tax.  And I support it in the 
understanding that it will be used to provide health care security. It will be used to 
provide resources to adequately fund Medicaid to provide those vital services.  It be 
used in an innovative and creative way to establish a critical care compensation fund to 
reduce the risk of high malpractice costs for doctors in specialty areas.  It be used to 
incent clinics and hospitals to embrace efficiencies and embrace electronic 
recordkeeping.  It be used to help us promote small business group insurance reform so 
that costs can come down to small businesses, and they can remain competitive.  And it 
will be used to fund and create a universal assessment tool for our seniors.  In point of 
fact, we must do this.  It is time for us to do it.  It’s the right thing to do.  Health care 
security is important, and the time to act on it is right now this year. 
 
 Thirty years ago, I made the decision with Christie to move to Iowa, to live in Iowa, 
and to hopefully raise a family in Iowa.  It was a conscious decision based on what I 
knew about our great state.  I knew it was a state that honestly, truly, believed in 
potential. I knew that at its roots, with its agricultural heritage, it believed every year 
in the renewal of potential.  Every time a crop is planted it is about potential.  I knew it 
was a state that supported community.  And that community surrounded and helped to 
raise children.  I knew it was a special place, but I didn’t know how special.  
 
 I didn’t know how special until I had two sons, and I saw what happened as they 
grew up.  I saw people care about them—coaches, Sunday School teachers, priests, 
nuns, next door neighbors cared about my children.  I saw a community invest in the 
potential of my children.  I saw a school district invest in the potential of my children.  
I can never repay the state—never, as long as I live, no matter how hard I work—for 
what they have done for me.  They have allowed me to reach my life’s dream—which is 
to raise a family where my children experience childhood.  When you grow up as I did 
in a situation with abuse and alcoholism, it’s tough to experience childhood.  But this is 
a state that celebrates childhood.  This is a state that embraces childhood.  This is a 
state that provides resources and help.  This is a state that is committed to children 
and to the potential of the future.  
 
 The agenda we have laid out is not just about programs.  I can make the case that 
it’s good policy.  I can make the case that there’s a return on investment.  There are 
early childhood studies, such as studies from Ypsilanti, Michigan, and the federal 
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reserve bank of Minneapolis, all reporting high returns on investment and 
extraordinary results when you invest in early childhood.  I can tell you all of that.  The 
real reason we need to do this is because our values dictate we do this.  When we invest 
in our children, when we invest in expanded economic opportunity, when we encourage 
innovation and creativity, when we guarantee health care security, we are in essence 
reaffirming our belief in potential.  Reaffirming our belief in a future—a brighter, a 
better future.  Reaffirming the concept of what it is to be an Iowan and an American—
the belief that if you work hard, you play by the rules, you sacrifice, and you invest, 
then the next generation, the future generation, the potential of America and of Iowa 
can be realized.  
 
 You all have an historic opportunity.  We all have an historic opportunity.  And all 
of those who live in this state are watching us.  They’re not just watching us, they’re 
depending on us.  They want our children to grow strong and healthy with an 
opportunity for success.  They want good-paying jobs.  They want a government that’s 
effective and efficient and creative and innovative.  They want health care security for 
vulnerable Iowans and for people who need it.  They want us to create a better Iowa, 
and by working together, setting aside our differences, and figuring out strategies for 
dealing with our differences, we can create that Iowa.  And in doing so, we will live up 
to our values, because if you believe, as I do, in an Iowa where every child has a chance 
for success; if you believe as I do, in an Iowa that is served by an effective, innovative, 
creative government; if you believe, as I do, in jobs that transform an economy; if you 
believe, as I do, that health care security is a guarantee we make to all—if we act on 
those beliefs, we can create an Iowa that is consistent with our values. We can create 
an Iowa that provides to every citizen the opportunity for success.  We can create an 
Iowa that is the best place to live, to work, and to raise a family.  That is our challenge.  
That is our call.  That is our duty.  God bless our work here.  God bless the great people 
of this state and of this nation.  And let’s get to work. 
 
 Governor Thomas J. Vilsack was escorted from the House chamber 
by the committee previously appointed. 
 
 Representative Jacobs moved that the joint convention be 
dissolved, which motion prevailed by a voice vote. 
 
 The Senate returned to the Senate chamber. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 On motion of Senator Iverson, the Senate adjourned at 11:06 a.m. 
until 8:30 a.m., Wednesday, January 12, 2005. 
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APPENDIX 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
COMMERCE 
 
Convened:  January 11, 2005, 3:10 p.m. 
 
Members Present:  Behn and Warnstadt, Co-chairs; Angelo, Beall, Bolkcom, 
Courtney, Gronstal, Kettering, McCoy, McKinley, Rielly, Stewart, Zaun, and Zieman. 
 
Members Absent:  Iverson and Wieck (both excused). 
 
Committee Business:  Organizational meeting. 
 
Adjourned:  3:20 p.m. 
 
ECONOMIC GROWTH  
 
Convened:  January 11, 2005, 1:05 p.m. 
 
Members Present:  Brunkhorst and Hatch, Co-chairs; Beall, Behn, Danielson, 
Dotzler, Hahn, McKinley, Ragan, Rielly, Seymour, Shull, Stewart, and Zaun. 
 
Members Absent:  None. 
 
Committee Business:  Organizational meeting. 
 
Adjourned:  3:00 p.m. 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT 
 
Convened:  January 11, 2005, 1:05 p.m. 
 
Members Present:  Black and Houser, Co-chairs; Bolkcom, Dearden, Gaskill, 
Hancock, Johnson, Kettering, Miller, Putney, Schoenjahn, Seng, and Wood. 
 
Members Absent:  Lundby (excused). 
 
Committee Business:  Organizational meeting. 
 
Adjourned:  1:25 p.m. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
 
Convened:  January 11, 2005, 2:05 p.m. 
 
Members Present:  McCoy and Putney, Co-chairs; Beall, Danielson, Fraise, Hahn, 
Kettering, Shull, Ward, Warnstadt, and Zieman. 
 
Members Absent:  Dearden (excused). 
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Committee Business:  Organizational meeting. 
 
Adjourned:  2:25 p.m. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 
 Senate File 5, by McKinley, a bill for an act to require state 
agencies to accept public comments on proposed rulemaking in an 
electronic format. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on State 
Government. 
 
 Senate File 6, by Brunkhorst, a bill for an act relating to the 
reinstatement of a person’s driver’s license or nonresident operating 
privilege following a prosecution for an operating-while-intoxicated 
offense not resulting in a conviction. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on 
Judiciary. 
 
 Senate File 7, by Brunkhorst, a bill for an act limiting the types 
of courses secondary students may take under the postsecondary 
enrollment options Act. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on 
Education. 
 
 Senate File 8, by Kreiman, a bill for an act exempting from state 
individual income tax any death benefits received as a result of the 
death of a member of the armed forces in or as a result of a terroristic 
or military action and including an effective and retroactive 
applicability date provision. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on Ways 
and Means. 
 
 Senate File 9, by Kreiman, a bill for an act relating to the 
development of a health care coverage plan for children. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on 
Human Resources. 

http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF5
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF6
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF7
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF8
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF9
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 Senate File 10, by Kreiman, a bill for an act relating to delegation 
of the duties of an engineer for certain public improvements by cities 
and counties. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on Local 
Government. 
 
 Senate File 11, by Brunkhorst, McKinley, Seymour, Angelo, 
Zieman, Johnson, Mulder, Iverson, Hahn, and Wieck, a bill for an act 
providing for an individual income tax deduction for contributions 
made to a qualified tuition program established by certain 
educational institutions and including effective and retroactive 
applicability date provisions. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on Ways 
and Means. 
 
 Senate File 12, by Kreiman, a bill for an act relating to reductions 
in the standing appropriations to reimburse local jurisdictions for 
certain property tax credits and including effective and applicability 
date provisions. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on 
Appropriations. 
 
 Senate File 13, by Kreiman, a bill for an act relating to non-
English-speaking employees and their rights and remedies and 
creating the position of meatpacking worker rights coordinator. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on 
Business and Labor Relations. 
 
 Senate File 14, by Kreiman, a bill for an act relating to dangerous 
animals, including by regulating the possession of those animals, 
requiring registration of the animals, and providing penalties. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on 
Natural Resources and Environment. 
 

http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF10
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF11
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF12
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF13
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF14
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 Senate File 15, by Kreiman, a bill for an act relating to the 
amount of the personal needs allowance for residents of nursing 
facilities under the medical assistance program. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on 
Human Resources. 
 
 Senate File 16, by Kreiman, a bill for an act relating to the 
reimbursement for services provided under a medical assistance 
home and community-based services waiver for the elderly. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on 
Human Resources. 
 
 Senate File 17, by Kreiman, a bill for an act relating to the 
healthy opportunities for parents to experience success—healthy 
families Iowa program. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on 
Human Resources. 
 
 Senate File 18, by Kreiman, a bill for an act relating to the 
healthy opportunities for parents to experience success—healthy 
families Iowa program. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on 
Human Resources. 
 
 Senate File 19, by Kreiman, a bill for an act relating to 
establishing standardized requirements for long-term care insurance 
policies. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on 
Commerce. 
 
 Senate File 20, by Kreiman, a bill for an act relating to notice 
regarding the use of geothermal energy in development plans for 
undeveloped land. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on Local 
Government. 

http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF15
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF16
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF17
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF18
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF19
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF20
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 Senate File 21, by Courtney, a bill for an act relating to cash 
prizes for raffles and providing an effective date. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on State 
Government. 
 
 Senate File 22, by Courtney, a bill for an act relating to eligible 
beneficiaries for a line of duty death benefit under the statewide fire 
and police retirement system and providing effective and applicability 
dates. 
 
 Read first time under Rule 28 and referred to committee on State 
Government. 
 

STUDY BILLS RECEIVED 
 
SSB 1001 Commerce 
 
 Relating to financial institutions, by prohibiting the deceptive use 
of name, and providing remedies and penalties. 
 
SSB 1002 Commerce 
 
 Relating to inheritance tax by eliminating the requirement that 
the department of revenue receive notice of withdrawal of funds from 
a joint account by a surviving joint owner. 
 

SUBCOMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
 

SSB 1001 
 
COMMERCE:  Kettering and Rielly, Co-chairs; Stewart and Zaun 
 

SSB 1002 
 
COMMERCE:  Stewart and Zaun, Co-chairs; Kettering and Rielly 
 

http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF21
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SF22
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SSB1001
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SSB1002
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SSB1001
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&frame=1&GA=81&hbill=SSB1002

