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Lake Restoration Prioritization Process and Program

Key Concepts and Facts: :

e Lakes are important to Iowans: Six of ten Iowans visit lakes each year; they will visit
these lakes an average of eight times during the year.

e Jowans prefer lakes with better water quality.
Lakes provide significant economic benefits — ex. Clear Lake’s $43M annual economic
benefit to the region is expected to double after restoration.
A lake is a reflection of both watershed and lake management.

» Lake restoration starts in the watershed, it relies on strong local involvement and
voluntary participation of landowners.

Current Prioritization and Program

¢ Modeled after the Federal Clean Lakes Program established in the 1970’s. .

e DNR provided the 2006 legislature with a priority list of 35 lake candidates.

= Priorities based on a 5-year ISU/DNR assessment of water quality, technical feasibility of
restoration, potential economic benefits, use by Jowans, and local interest/involvement.

= Projects require a lake and watershed (land draining to the lake)restoration assessment
and plan

= Lake and watershed protection requires local resources in combination with state a:nd
federal funds :

»  Local groups can petition to have their lake added to the prlorlty list.

= Project status: 7 to be completed in 2007, 15 underway, 15 in review

=  DNR provides an annual progress report to the legislature that includes a work plan and
budget

- Water Quality Goals
Stipulated in 2006 State Legislation (HF2782):
e Phosphorous and sediment coming from the watershed must be controlled before lake
* restoration begins.
Shallow lakes management will be cons1dered among options for restoration
Water quality targets:
» 4 Y% foot secchi disc transparency (water clarity) 50% of the time,
April — September;
» Water quality impairments must be eliminated;
» A diverse and sustainable aquatic community will be maintained; and
» Water quality and public use benefits must be sustained at least 50 years.
Budget ' :
o 2007 funding $8.6 Million
e - 2008 funding $8.4 Million

DNR Contacts: , '
Mike McGhee (515-281-6281) mike.mcghee@dnr.state.ia.us
George Antoniou (515-281-8042) george.antoniou@dnr.state.ia.us

Web Page: hitp://www.iowadnr. gov/water/lakerestoration/
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lowa iakes have great value to the citizens of the state. In the process of using lakes for
fishing, boating, swimming and 'enjoying other outdoor recreation, lowans also spend money
that benefit local economies. During the 2002-2005 period, Clear Lake averaged 432,312
visitors annually. They spend an average $43.36 million annually which in tum supports 529
jobs and $10.83 million of labor income in the region.
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Table 2: Spendmg, Labor lncome, and Job Effects of L.ake Visitations
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Table 3: Economic Value of Direct and Secondary Recreatmnal Spendtng

Category R Total Sales Laborlncome i
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