January 17, 2016

Capitol Complex Monuments Maintenance and Repairs Appropriation Request

From: Bill Dikis, Chair, Capitol Planning Commission

Bicentennial Fountain Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument Pioneer Statuary Group with Buffalo
Completed 1982 as replacement for the ~ Commemorates 80,000 lowans wha Head, Karl Gerhardt, Cannecticut,
original 1892 Centennial Fountain fought in the Civil War, Harriet A, designer, 1892

Ketcham, lowa, designer, 1896

Monuments, memorials and works of nublic art are ponular attractions on the lowa State Canital Comnlex
landscape. They commemorate people and events important to lowa’s history and add interest and beauty
to the Capitol landscape. Funding for new monuments, memorials, and some public art' comes from private
and non-profit groups based on donations, grants and other sources.

The forty-four sculptures, fountains and memorial tablets are fabricated with durable materials such as
stone, concrete and bronze, but even these “permanent” materials are adversely affected over time by the
cumulative effects of suntight, water, temperature, gravity and other factors. Proper maintenance and
occasional repairs are needed to keep these objects in good condition and respect the memories and ideas
they represent.

Thirteen monuments have a maintenance endowment, renuired hy a nolicy estahlished hv the Canitnl
Planning Commission in recent years. The Commission oversees applications for new monuments among its
duties of enhancing and protecting the beauty of the Capitol Complex. in 2015 the Commission increased the
endowment requirement from 10% to 15% of the total cost of the object. Each endowment is dedicated to

the ongoing maintenance and repair of a specific monument, and those funds are thus not available for other

Ideally, interest on the endowment investments would cover annual maintenance and periodic repairs,
leaving the principal of the endowment intact. However, that goal is dependent on the state of the national

! Some public art is funded by the Art in State Buildings Program, established by lowa Code Chapter 304A, which requires one-
half of one percent of the total cost of eligible state building projects be used for the inclusion of fine arts into a new state
buitding or major renovation or addition of an existing building. No art from this program is subject to the Commission’s
endowment requirements; instead, the Program, administered by the fowa Arts Council, states that the state agency related to
the new building “should add the artwork to [its] annual...building maintenance schedule”.
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