


Broadband Matters to Iowans

As the Governor and Lt. Governor of Iowa, we believe in ensuring that 
every Iowan has an equal opportunity to access quality broadband 
technology. Connectivity is a great equalizer for our state. We also 
believe that every Iowan – students, small business owners, rural 
health care providers, and public safety officers – can benefit from 

quality access, adoption, and use of broadband technology.

Governor Branstad Lt. Governor Reynolds



Highlights

1. Educate the public on the 
availability of broadband 
services and technologies.

2. Foster the understanding 
of the need for broadband 
and the role it plays in 
Iowa’s future in a 21st century 
global marketplace.

3. Propel the entire statewide 
broadband conversation; 
even beyond the reach of the 
ICN and its authorized 
customer base.

• ICN Focus
– Education
– Healthcare
– Public Safety
– Government

• Economic Development
• Residential



What is Broadband?
• Broadband connects people to 

the Internet.  

• The broadband infrastructure 
consists of very large capacity 
trunks that connect to multiple 
fiber-optic lines.

• Many different types of 
broadband technologies with 
varying speeds. 

• Internet Service Providers 
(ISPs) determine the 
technology they provide.



Broadband Impacts

• Education

• Public Safety

• Health Care

• Government

“Everything about our economic development agenda is basically how do you connect with
that broader world. When you consider 95 percent of our customers live outside of the
United States then you have to really say, we’re going to grow our businesses small and
large…we have to be open to how we navigate that. The best way to do that is to
communicate with them in a real time basis. So that’s why connectivity is so important. It
brings that big world and it brings it to Iowa,” stated Debi Durham Director of Iowa
Economic Development Authority

Economic Development



Education

• Educators can provide a 
curriculum without boundaries. 

• Students across Iowa have the 
same access to information to 
compete in our global society.

• Uses: 
– 1:1 Deployment
– Online Testing
– Video Conferencing

John Carver, Superintendent of Howard‐Winneshiek CSD explains,
“Right now today, broadband is a determining factor in instruction. A
child’s education in Iowa isn’t limited by where they are physically; it’s
limited by broadband access.”



Public Safety
• FirstNet will provides mission‐critical, 

high‐speed data to emergency 
agencies in real time.

• First responders will have faster, more 
coordinated response with all 
agencies.  

• General public has immediate access 
to traffic conditions and weather 
alerts. 

• Enhanced 911 system (NG911) allows 
the public to alert emergency 
personnel to situations sharing texts 
and photos with dispatch.

“We live in a mobile world. Everything is mobile, everyone is on their
devices. FirstNet was designed because the commercial networks are
becoming busier and busier and we need the network, and a reliable
network, to use because when an emergency happens everyone is on
their devices and the networks tend to get overloaded,” said Sergeant
Thomas Lampe, Department of Public Safety



Health Care
• Health care providers can 

provide critical healthcare 
information and services to 
and from many locations 
around the state.
– Electronic ICU (eICU)

• Patients in rural areas have 
access to specialists and 
services that are typically 
available only in more urban 
areas.

Daren Relph, Wayne County Hospital CEO in Corydon, Iowa, explains,
“The eICU project allows us to take care of patients closer to their home
more than we had previously been able to. Patients that once upon a
time would have been transferred to a different facility, we are now able
to monitor in our local facility with the same expertise”.



Government
• Government communicates 

with Iowans in real time with 
activities such as: 
– Electronic Filing
– Travel & Commerce
– Driver’s License Renewal
– DOT’s traffic cameras
– Weather alert system

• A closed dedicated network 
permits government 
information to be managed 
and minimizes the risk of 
exposure to cyber attacks.

“We’re in the position right now trying to deliver every piece of
information, every public record the government has to citizens and
broadband access facilitates that,” explained Robert Von Wolffradt,
Chief Information Officer, State of Iowa



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_t8Oy6lefg
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Broadband Matters: Videos



Spokespeople

• Bob von Wolffradt, State Chief Information Officer
• Debi Durham, Iowa Economic Development Authority Director
• John Carver, Superintendent, Howard‐Winneshiek CSD
• Gregg Cruickshank, Superintendent, Sidney CSD and South Page CSD
• Daren Relph, CEO, Wayne County Hospital, Corydon
• Sergeant Tom Lampe, DPS Interoperability Officer
• Ken Bosier, Judicial, Director of Information Systems & Technology
• Ric Lumbard, ICN Executive Director



The Broadband Matters campaign is designed to show the importance 
broadband access has in the areas of: education, healthcare, public 
safety, and government services, along with how broadband can be used 
for encouraging economic development and residential use in Iowa. 

The availability of reliable and affordable high speed broadband service is 
essential to fulfilling the promise of a connected Iowa. 

Broadband Matters is an initiative created by the Iowa Communications 
Network (ICN) to showcase the importance of delivering broadband to all 
corners of the state using various technologies. 

ICN's mission is advocating for broadband to provide Iowa Connections 
that Matter. 

Connect with Broadband Matters at:

broadbandmatters.com

twitter.com/BroadbandIowa

facebook.com/BroadbandMattersIowa



Thank you!

Contact Information:

– Ric Lumbard: Executive Director
Ric.Lumbard@iowa.gov
(515) 571‐2893

– Mark Johnson: Chief Operating Officer
Mark.Johnson@iowa.gov
(515) 725‐4608


