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FY 2006 DHS Capitals Request  

CCUSO – Governor’s Recommendation -- $1,050,000 from the  
Restricted Capital Fund 
• CCUSO provides a secure, long term, and highly structured setting to treat individuals who 

have served their prison terms and have, in a separate civil trial, been found likely to commit 
further violent sexual offenses.  These individuals are committed under Section 229A of the 
Code as sexually violent predators.  The five-phase treatment program at CCUSO includes 
group and individual therapy, educational programming for patients without the basic skills 
needed to fully participate in therapy, physiological assessments to measure and verify 
results of treatment strategies, and transitional and discharge planning, with supervision for 
patients who complete all five phases if ordered by a court.   

• The CCUSO program was moved to Cherokee from Oakdale in the fall of 2003, after a 
$1,950,000 renovation.  These funds paid for the renovation of three wards – with a capacity 
of 68 patients -- in the South “stack”, as well as a high-security double fence and technology 
for the Control Room.   

• DHS has no control over the number of patients committed to CCUSO.  There are currently 
49 patients.  We project: 

o a population on June 30, 2005 of 55 
o a population at the end of FY 2006 of 67, and  
o a population at the end of FY 2007 of 78.   

• Because of security concerns and the nature of plumbing and HVAC systems it is less 
expensive to renovate all three wards in a “stack” at the same time.  Renovation includes 
updating the plumbing and HVAC systems and installing cameras and other security 
equipment..  The $1,050,000 recommended by the Governor will make the middle “stack” 
available for patient use when needed during FY 2007. 

 
Other capital requests 
 
• Iowa Juvenile Home at Toledo provides a complete range of treatment and 

educational services within a highly structured setting to assist young women who have been 
adjudicated delinquent and young men and women who have been adjudicated as children in 
need of assistance.  In FY 2004 Toledo had 135 admissions and 127 discharges, and an 
average daily census of 89.  The Iowa Juvenile Home has submitted a capitals request for 
$15,600,000 that would: 

o construct a new school/infirmary building.  The overcrowded conditions in the 
existing education building interfere with the educational program, especially for 
vocational programs that help students learn the skills they need to gain pst-discharge 
employment.  The current infirmary needs major renovation, and it is less expensive 
to build a new infirmary in the basement of the new school building. 

o renovate living units to save energy, address basement drainage problems, and 
improve temperature control. 



o demolish the power plant building.  The building has major structural problems 
(daylight is visible through the roof and structural engineers say it is not cost-
effective to repair) and the funding will replace it with a new energy-efficient, 
economical geothermal heating and cooling system. 

 
• CCUSO has submitted a request for $1,000,000 for an elevator/stair addition to allow 

access for mobility-impaired patients to the wards located on the second and third floors.  
This will avoid having to use staff to transport patients up and down stairs and avoid possible 
ADA litigation.  The elevator will also be used to move food and other support items 
between floors. 

 
• Other DHS Facilities have submitted requests totaling $14.2 million that address much-

needed electrical, plumbing, HVAC, roofing, and structural work at the four Mental Health 
Institutes, two State Resource Centers, and State Training School.  We can provide a detailed 
list of these projects upon request.  These requests will also be submitted under the VIAC 
process for possible funding as major maintenance items. 






