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AUTOMATED FINGERPRINT IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM (AFIS) 
February 15, 2005 

 
The AFIS system is located in the Division of Criminal Investigation of the Department 
of Public Safety. 
 
The system serves all local, county and state law enforcement in Iowa to process 
fingerprints from crime scenes and to enter fingerprints from arrested persons.     Over 
508,736 ten-print cards and 13,246 latent prints are currently in the system.  
 
AFIS is critical to the resolution of crimes.  Since it was installed in 1988, it has been 
instrumental in the identification (Hits) of over 2,894 latent prints from crime scenes and 
109,155 identifications from fingerprint cards of people who have been arrested. 
 
AFIS is also essential to the creation of criminal history reports (since criminal history is 
based upon a person’s fingerprints to assure the report matches the correct person). 
 
The number of fingerprint submissions has increased over 700% since it was installed 
in 1988. 
 
The Problem:   
The vendor has indicated that as of 2005, they will no longer be able to guarantee 
replacement of malfunctioning or broken parts.   
 
After this date, if a part cannot be replaced, the State of Iowa will be unable to process 
fingerprints – either to enter new prints or to process prints from a crime scene to 
search for a match. 
 
Replacement of the mainframe AFIS unit will cause the current remote sites to be 
incompatible.  These sites utilizing livescan connection are in Polk County, Scott County 
(2) Blackhawk County, Pottawattamie County, Dubuque County, Des Moines County, 
Johnson County, Story County, and Linn County sheriffs departments as well as at Des 
Moines Police Department and the Department of Corrections (Oakdale) and at the 
DCI.  In addition, latent workstations are located in Des Moines, Davenport, Cedar 
Rapids police departments and at the state crime laboratory. 
 
Total cost for the replacement is $6.5M (includes main and remote sites.)  The local request 
was not included in the appropriation in the 2004 General Assembly.  They appropriated 
$550,000 which represents the first year of a ten-year lease purchase.  We will be 
requesting this amount each year for the fulfillment of this contract. 


















