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The lowa Poison Control Center (IPCC) is a cost-effective public health program

which

saves lives and millions of lowa taxpayer dollars every year. The IPCC

represents a unique public-private partnership providing our state with an
efficient, cost-effective and life-saving public health resource with a remarkable
16:1 return on investment.

The IPCC is providing a vital service for all lowans.

Physicians, hospitals, public health departments and the public depend on the IPCC
to provide expert medical advice 24 hours a day.

Each year, over 50,000 calls are answered by nurses and physicians specially
trained in toxicology.

75% of calls to the IPCC come from the public and 25% from health care providers.
50% of the poisoning cases involve children younger than six years of age.

Over half of the calls relate to prescription medications, reflecting the nationwide
epidemic of abuse, emergency room visits and deaths from such products.

As the only medical toxicology resource in lowa, the IPCC educates health care
providers in the management of poisonings and drug overdoses.

Poison center data is used to identify emerging public health threats. In the past few
years, poison centers were the first to raise the alarm about synthetic drugs;
identified health issues associated with energy drinks and packets of concentrated
laundry detergent; and tracked the incidence of specific food-borne illnesses.

The IPCC saves millions of dollars in unnecessary health care spending.

90% of calls from the general public are treated at home - over $12 million in medical
costs for trips to the hospital or doctor are avoided each year.

Every dollar invested in the IPCC saves at least $16 in health care costs.

46% of callers are covered by Medicaid which saves the lowa’s Medicaid program
$5.7 million annually.

Patients managed with poison center expertise, experience shorter hospitalizations
on average, helping health care providers serve more patients, improving health
outcomes and decreasing health care costs.

The IPCC provides this service to our citizens efficiently and effectively. The cost per
poisoning call to the IPCC is far below the national average.

The IPCC is funded through a public-private partnership.

lowa hospitals are contributing $400,000 to IPCC’s annual operating budget.
State funding of $1.2 million is needed to continue operating the IPCC.
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