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Renewable Fuels Infrastructure Program

• $10 million appropriation

• $70 million investment since 2006

• Matched by ~$280 million from fuel retailers

• FY2025 ~ $11.5 million in grants



E15 Access Standard

• Effective January 1st

• More than half of Iowa's fuel stations offering E15

• Stations offering E15 has more than tripled since 2022

• Gallons of E15 sold increased by 112% from 2022-2024

• 2023-2024: $65 million in fuel savings to drivers



Iowa’s Leadership in Conservation

• 1935 → Establishment of USDA-Soil Conservation Service
• Iowa passes enabling legislation and State Soil Committee established in 1939
• Soil Conservation Districts in Iowa start being established in 1940

• 1973 → Iowa becomes first state to appropriate state funds for soil conservation 
cost share

• 1987 →Mission broadened for Soil AND WATER Conservation Districts

• 2001 → CREP wetland initiative created to build and restore wetlands that improve 
water quality

• 2024 → Final ag drainage well closed after 20+ year effort



INRS Basics

• Collaborative, systems-wide approach
• Integrates non-point (agriculture) and point (industrial 

and municipal wastewater treatment plants) solutions 

to reduce N and P

• Led by IDALS, IDNR, and ISU

• INRS → Dynamic document that will change over 

time as new information, data, and science is 

discovered and adopted



Water Funding at IDALS



State Investment in INRS



Federal Investment in INRS (nonpoint)



Acceleration of Adoption





Partnerships

• Nearly 450 partners statewide since 2013



Cover Crops

• Benefits
• Holds soil in place, prevents 

runoff
• Absorbs excess N post-harvest
• Long-term soil health
• 30% N/P reduction

• Progress: Nearly 4 million 
acres statewide
• Less than 400k in 2013
• 2 million in 2018



Water Quality Wetlands

• Benefits
• 100+ year lifespan
• Targeted in the landscape
• Large treatment area
• Wildlife habitat
• Flood mitigation
• Up to 90% N reduction

• Progress: 153 constructed 
to date
• 100 built 2001-21
• 53 built in last 4 years



Batch and Builds

• Benefits
• Edge-of-field infrastructure 

practices that filter runoff from 
tile drainage

• 43-50% N reduction
• Streamlined delivery model of 

conservation practices

• Progress: 429 structures built 
to date
• 147 built 2010-2021
• 282 built in last 4 years



Cattle & Conservation Working Lands

• Currently active in 8 counties
• Focus on less productive row crop acres 

that could be more beneficial in grazing

• Practices:
• Hay & Pasture Seedings

• Pasture Renovation

• Annual Forages

• Rotational Grazing

• Cover Crops

• Watering Facilities 



Urban Conservation

• Practices that help slow down runoff 
from/in urban areas to help with flood 
reduction and water quality benefits

• Since 2015: 138
• $17.4M from IDALS
• $51.6M total investment

• New projects to be

announced this spring

*Another round of project awards this spring



Fertilizer Management (N Initiative) 
• $1 million-dollar RIIF appropriation to Iowa State via IDALS
• Public-private partnership
• Provides optimum N Rate for farmers (EONR)



Four Years of the Iowa Nitrogen Initiative

Year Farmers Trials
2022 17 67
2023 75 270
2024 86 470
2025 141 620



Nitrogen Fertilizer Application 
Consultation Tool



MRTN N-FACT

2 rotations

2 regions

= 4 scenarios

Version 1.0

2 rotations

99 counties

9 weather scenarios

3 residual soil N scenarios

4 planting date windows

= 21,384 scenarios

Yield Goal

Moving Forward

1.2 lbs N/bushel



https://n-fact.ag/start 

https://n-fact.ag/start
https://n-fact.ag/start
https://n-fact.ag/start
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