Economic Development &

Innovation Review

Jon Darsee
Chief Innovation Officer & President, Ul Research Park Corporation

March 2, 2026 IBWA




Tools,
Resources,

and Talent to
bring inventions
to life

\“c,\mat'\on and Startup SPace

lowa Research Park

The BioVentures Center, in
the Research Park, is an

interconnected hive of i
companies growing Mﬂdlﬂ_ﬂl
technologies and people to Innovation

Protostudios

Turning today’s idea
into tomorrow’s

impact lowans

Launch Lab

Lab, prototyping, and

technology office space on the
medical campus for
early startup
% companies.
lowa ,
Innovation Translational
Leadership Heseﬁlrcn
Fellowship IDWA incubator

Lab space onthe
medical campus
for early startup
companies

Connecting graduate
trainees with innovators
to address society’s
unmet needs.

Office of Innovation

<> o Burge Hall
MADE and lowa ?ﬁ? Makerspace
o110
Nurse Innovators o The College of
Direct commercialization Engmeermg'g ha.nds-on
of faculty and staff creative fa‘brlcatlon and
inventions ulventures collaboration space for

students
Entrepreneurial support

from idea to impact for
faculty and staff
startups and inventors

Programs and $erices



Courtney Smith Michal Brzus

Inventor, OR Cord Clip Founder and CEO, NeuroPred

Staff Nurse, Main Operating Room, Postdoctoral Research Scholar, University of lowa
University of lowa Health Care
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Why Space is Important:

The impact of the Translational Research
Incubator was immediate




CCOM donated lab space for startups in 2018:

The first steps toward commercialization...

: : . o
» 13 companies since FY18 . .... RI Tanslafiona
Incubator

« $342K GAP funding o..
- $13M in SBIR
« $130M Equity raised
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Driving Biosciences Impact in lowa:

Success of the TRI led to funding for the Medical Innovation Launch
Laboratory (MILL)




Translating medical innovation from bench to bedside

studios MADIL=

Ul Ventures lowa Nurse Innovators Innovation leadership fellows

IOWA

Office of Innovation




Assembling a world class medical
iIndustry advisory board:

Growing Talent, Capital and Culture
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Majority built & successfully exited Medtech companies

Blending life sciences superstars with university leadership to strengthen our innovation ecosystem

aufman, MS
Athletico

Paulo Simas
Kadiko
Managing Partner

® Mark
PY

Jon Lesing, MD

Carl Stamp, BS/BME

® ounder afid Executive
Mark Day, PhD, MBA & serial entrepreneur C M Stamp Consulting, Opsntoop Chéirnan
iRhythm Technologies LLC CEO and Co-Founder q /
Retired Chief Technology Officer [ Principal and CEO ®
and Executive Vice President of L fotirer Medttanie Byt
R&D [
@
®
) Q
°
SNl ”
William Starling, MBA o
Synergy Life Science
Partners YR ® =
o Former Co-Founder and . ® ‘

Matthew Garrett, MBA Managing Director, PeaifumaniBs

MLG Consulting’LLC Synergy Life Science Iowa Economic ® Judy Lenane, RN,

Former CFO of iRhythm ® Partners Development Robin Therme MHA, BSN
and Imperative Care L Authority and Iowa CEO e Neurolnsights, Inc.,
Finance Authority CIvVCO and Digital HealthTech
Director 9 Consulting, LLC
CEO & cofounder
®
. ®
. o
v, K .
Konna Zoga, PhD Michael Mirro, MD
Field Medical Steven Mickelsen, MD Parkview Health
Development Field Medical Susan Wood Drew Oetting, B CRO and Founder of the Mirro
Engineer, Ul forrggr%/ I;l)edﬁdhgreg:’cgl\?anpc:use President and CEO s8VC Center of Research and
Innovation Fellow : : . ¢ -
A (acquired by Boston Scientific) VIDA Diagnostics Inc. Founding Partner Innovation at Parkview Health.

® Leslie Williams,

Y MBA, BSN
® BioTech Industry
Former Founder and
CEO of ImmusanT and
HC Bioscience

Art Krieg, MD

Zola Therapeutics
Founder

University Leadership Board Members

Aliasger Salem, PhD Liz Tovar, PhD

Ann McKenna, PhD Matthew Howard, MD

Emily Ward, DNP, RN, MBA,

NEA-BC, CCRN-K Marlow Hicks, MS

Jill Kolesar, PharmD Patricia Winokur, MD

Kevin Kregel, PhD Sheila Baldwin, BBA



State of lowa funding has generated
a remarkable return on investment:

Startup funding has grown significantly
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Growth since the lowa Legislature allocated biosciences
appropriations...

Office of Innovation

Founded Prior to FY19: $1

Equity

Annual average: $7,987,500 Annual average: $63,142,857

140,000 00 allocated generated $7
$120,000,000 = § _ N eCIUiW funding
$100,000,000 5 % % é
$80,000,000 A B Post FY19: $1 allocated
s60000000 3 has generated $34 in
$40,000,000 S itv fundin
$20,000,000 g § % § equily Tunding

SO )

FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25
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We are on a roll!

Examples of Ul startups impacting the health of Americans

12



Visionary entrepreneurs addressing unmet needs in
healthcare

Advancing science for life™

“N DIGITAL Boston P
af DIAGNOSTICS ® OpenlLoop Scientific | &3

Michael Abramoff, MD, PhD Jon Lensing, MD Steven Mickelsen, MD

« First FDA cleared autonomous Al diagnostic « Crossed ~$1 Billion in revenue in <6 years  Transformed Atrial Fibrillation surgery

« Major improvement in diabetes management « Time Magazine Top 100 Healthcare Companies « Did >§1B in revenues in first year

» Impact greatest for rural populations * 110 employees at Des Moines headquarters « Mickelsen’s new startup just raised $75M

Diabetes Telehealth = Heart Disease
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The Office of Innovation is dedicated
to empowering people striving to
create solutions to help humankind.

Office of Innovation









The Office of Innovation is dedicated
to empowering people striving to
create solutions to help humankind.

Office of Innovation
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