
Advoca t ing  for One Mission : 
Iow a ’s Com m unit y  College 
Leg isla t ive Agenda



Abou t  Us

Our Vision: To advocate with ONE VOICE for 
accessible excellence in education 

Our Mission: To support the Community 
Colleges as they educate Iowa’s workforce



St a t e w id e  
Se rvice





Scale of  Im pact

Credit students (2023)

117,172
Iowa Student Outcomes

Noncredit students (2023)

157,464
Iowa Student Outcomes

Credit enrollment (2024)

119,310
Enrollment +1.8% vs. prior year

Credit awards (AY 2018–2022): 73,865 total

• Breakdown in the statewide outcomes report:
• •  49,950 associate degrees
• •  11,969 diplomas
• •  1,653 long-term certificates
• •  10,293 short-term certificates

Why it matters for the economy

More completers → more employed alumni → higher 
earnings and productivity (largest component of 
statewide impact).

Iowastudentoutcomes.co



Em p loym en t  Ou t com es

Credit completers show high employment rates in the year after graduation (when not still enrolled).

90.0% employed
of credit program completers in the
first year following graduation

What this implies for the economy

• Rapid transitions into employment boost regional labor supply.
• Higher employment translates into higher earned income and tax 

receipts.
• High placement rates help employers fill middle-skill roles where 

shortages are common.

Employment rate by cohort (Statewide)

Iowastudentoutcomes.co



Earn ing s

Statewide credit completers (not enrolled): 1st-year adjusted median wage

Report highlight: adjusted median wage rose from $40,180 (AY2018 cohort) to $42,331 (AY2022 cohort) in the first year 
after award.



Richm ond  Fed  Com m un it y Colleg e Success Rat e









2026 Leg islat ive Pr ior it ies

Community colleges are known for doing a lot with a 
little. Unfortunately, everything is getting more 
expensive, and every dollar is getting stretched 
further and further. To continue to offer Iowans 
affordable tuition and have a sustainable community 
college system, we are asking the legislature for an 
increase to match today’s costs of $12 million State 
General Aid.

FUNDING



2026 Leg islat ive Pr ior it ies

FUNDINGLegislators shape programs that open doors for more 
Iowans to be able to enroll in higher education. The 
Last Dollar Scholarship is a state initiative to cover 
the gap for Iowans studying for high-demand jobs, 
and legislators choose the criteria for who is eligible, 
such as age, level of enrollment, and financial need. 
We are asking the legislature to ensure the funds for 
this program are all spent by expanding who can use 
it. We will work with the legislature on innovative 
paths and programs to serve students and grow 
Iowa’s workforce.

PROGRAMS



2026 Leg islat ive Pr ior it ies

As public entities, there are many ways the 
government guides how community colleges function. 
The model for the Iowa community college system is 
unique to our state, envisioned by state legislators. 
Its foundation allows for each institution to maintain 
local focus while providing the statewide coordination 
needed to ensure all 99 counties are being served 
effectively. We will work with legislators to assess 
processes and review our measured outcomes to 
maximize value.

EFFECTIVENESS



Value of  W ork force Invest m en t

• Iowa Skilled Worker and Job Creation Fund
• Workforce Training and Economic Development Fund (WTED)
• Pathways for Academic Career and Employment (PACE)

“For every dollar of public money invested in Iowa’s community 
colleges, taxpayers will receive a cumulative value of $2.50 over the 

course of the students’ working lives”



St uden t  Perspect ives

• Marshall Zeien, North Iowa Area Community College

• Masa Pilcevic, Des Moines Area Community College

• Allen Byrne, Eastern Iowa Community Colleges



Quest ions?
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