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Overview

oDefinition

olowa’s partner states
oPurpose

oProcess

oOversight structure
oProgram components
oPrimary contacts
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Partner State Relationship

A partner state is a foreign territory (state-equivalent or
country) that participates in a commitment with lowa to
be friendly partners.

lowa’s Partner States
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Partner State Process

o Organic friendships among citizens
o Conversations between governments

o Establishment

« Partner state status is established via a
memorandum of understanding that
outlines areas of cooperation such as
industry sectors, education and the arts.

o Maintenance

» Government leaders, their staff and
citizens are responsible for recognizing,
enjoying and maintaining partner state
relations.
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History of Oversight of Partner State Relationships

o Informal volunteerism 1960-1983
olowa Friendship Committee 1983—1988

» A committee designated by the governor,
partially funded by the State of lowa, to
manage sister state relationships. SISTER STATE ;

o lowa SiSter States 1988—2023 FRIENDSHIP COMMITTE

* Nonprofit, a contractor of the state, formed
to exclusively manage lowa's sister state
relationships.

» Largely focused on cultural activities with
lowa volunteers and engaging government
delegations.

Present

o IEDA and lowa International Center 2023—present
* Management transitioned to IEDA.
= |nternational Relations Coordinator role created.
» Name changed to “partner states” to avoid confusion with lowa
Sister States.
* Beginning in 2024, IEDA contracted with the lowa International
Center to oversee cultural activities.

lowa

International
Center
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Primary Program Contact
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Public Diplomacy Citizen Diplomacy

o Government (State and Municipal) o Social
o Trade and Commerce o Education (K—12, University)
o Business Investment

3 o Health
o Agriculture
o Judicial o Sports
o Military (National Guard) o Arts
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THANK YOU

Leigh Carlson Deanna Triplett
International Relations Coordinator Chief Legislative Policy Strategist
lowa Economic Development Authority lowa Ecanomic Development Authority
leigh.carlson@iowaeda.com deanna.triplett@iowaeda.com
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