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About Us

Community Colleges for lowa advocates with one voice for accessible excellence
in education. We are a nonprofit, volunteer membership association and the
primary advocate for lowa's 15 Community Colleges. We provide leadership on
issues affecting the colleges and represent the collective needs, vision, and values
of the colleges to state and federal policymakers.



15 Colleges, 124 Locally-Elected Trustees
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2025 Legislative Priorities

Invest in Community College’s Ability to Serve Students and
Communities

Increase State General Aid by $12 million to continue the process
of creating equity for students across the state no matter what
region they choose to attend.



Funding Formula Update

In 2024, the legislature gave authority to lowa’s community
colleges to determine each year’s distribution formula

Per code, last October the presidents shared their decision with the
lowa Department of Education:

50% of new appropriations will be distributed according to the formula
previously in code

50% of new appropriations will be distributed to five specific colleges
according to an analysis of state averages (equalization)



2025 Legislative Priorities

Address the state's workforce needs

$5 million increase to WTED to encourage the post-high school education
needed for lowa’s high demand jobs.

This will help to promote some of lowa’s initiatives, such as lowa’s Manufacturing 4.0
initiative, which strengthens the industry’s momentum and helps them to maintain a
competitive edge, and the Future Ready lowa Initiative, which connects lowans to the
education and training required for good paying jobs and careers to improve people’s
lives.

Fund Governor Reynolds’ signature Last Dollar Scholarship program to meet
the needs of students in high-demand programs and continue to address
targeting and sustainability.

LDS is intended to cover any remaining gap between federal and state
grants/scholarships and tuition and qualified fees.



Workforce Technology and Economic
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Figure 4-2: WTED Expenditures (%)
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Supporting community colleges means
mvestmg in the future of lowa’s workforce.

‘ By empowering skilled trades students through education,
we're building a pipeline of talented employees

" and engaged citizens who strengthen our communities.

—Tom Miller, CEQ, Electric Pump
Donor to the NCC Industnal Instrumentation and Controf program

WORKING

TOGETHER
TO PREPARE

TOMORROW’S
WORKFORCE

| chose NCC because of their strong reputation in electrical
programs. The Industrial Instrumentation & Control
program is second to none. Every student in my class had

multiple job offers.

We are so needed in today’s world
There is no shortage of jobs, and the
pay is really good. —Taylor Sandy, NCCGrdrjuare

Industrial Instrumentation & Confrol
Chariton, 1A
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NORTHEAST IOWA COMMUNITY COLLEGE nicc.edu

Calmar, Cresco, Dubuque, Manchester, Oelwein, Peosta, Waukon
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2025 Legislative Priorities

Serve Local Communities

lowa has 124 locally elected trustees that serve on each of their boards
to help guide decision-making at the colleges.

There are 15 regional colleges with over 100 locations across the state to serve
communities regardless of size and location.

Their proximity is critical for access but also means community college leaders
understand the needs of their communities.

To be most effect, local colleges need support, collaboration, and
autonomy.

Maintain strong local decision-making to connect programs to local community
needs.

Change and eliminate policies that create unnecessary regulatory burdens to
enhance operational efficiency.



|IOWA.

Department of Education

All lowa Community Colleges (STATE)
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Data and Accountability

lowa Student

utcomes

St ho earned a degree, diploma,
certificate or industry recognized credential
, @ . +
° NATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION Students who transferred without an award

@ . B
B E N c I'I M A R K I N G RlChmond Fed Students who persisted and are in good standing
]

o —
.O N .? |NST|TUTE Success Rate Students in cohort

Credit cohort: Measured 4 years after student entry



https://www.richmondfed.org/communitycolleges
https://nccbp.org/benchmarking-institute

Questions?
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