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• In fall 2019, total Iowa Lottery proceeds to state causes surpassed $2 billion.  

• Lottery tickets in Iowa made their debut on Aug. 22, 1985. In the 34 years since, lottery 
players have won $4.5 billion in prizes while lottery sales have totaled $7.9 billion.



o This past fall, the Iowa Lottery partnered 
with the Iowa Commission of Veterans 
Affairs to produce and promote a new 
video highlighting and raising awareness 
for the Iowa Veterans Trust Fund.  

o The Iowa Veterans Trust Fund receives 
$2.5 million annually in proceeds from 
the Iowa Lottery.

o The 3-minute video and two shorter 
versions of it have been viewed nearly 
700,000 times since it was released in 
November 2019.    

Direct link to video: 

https://tinyurl.com/yzlp7t98

https://tinyurl.com/yzlp7t98


o In late October, the Iowa Lottery made its first proceeds transfer to a new state initiative 
that became law in May 2019. $100,000 in lottery proceeds is dedicated each year to 
the Public Safety Survivor Benefits Fund.

o Money from the fund is used to help the surviving family members of Iowa peace 
officers and fire fighters who have died in the line of duty pay for accident or medical 
insurance coverage. 

o The Iowa Department of Public Safety will distribute the money in the fund each year to 
nonprofit organizations that provide grants to eligible families.  



 Record year for lottery proceeds, sales, 
prizes, and retail commissions.

◦ $390.9 million in sales

◦ $92.9 million in proceeds to state causes

◦ $241.9 million in prizes paid to players

◦ $25.4 million in sales commissions to Iowa retail 
businesses





o In addition to its other efforts through the year, in December and March, the 
Iowa Lottery focuses heavily on responsible gaming messages.

o The reminders about appropriate gift giving and playing responsibly also 
include details about 1-800-BETSOFF, the helpline of the Iowa Gambling 
Treatment Program within the Iowa Department of Public Health, and the 
help available through that program. 

o The lottery also includes message about the helpline on the millions of 
lottery tickets, brochures, point-of-sale materials, and other publications it 
produces across the state.



o Each year, the lottery conducts unannounced 
security-compliance checks at retail locations.

o Undercover Iowa Lottery investigators pose as 
customers presenting lottery tickets for payment, 
check that tickets are handled appropriately, and 
ensure that lottery equipment is appropriately 
placed within the business.

o The lottery’s performance target is for compliance 
checks annually in at least 20 percent of its 2,400 
licensed retail locations.

o In FY 2019, the lottery conducted compliance 
checks at 29 percent of its retail locations. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=2S5ZL4Z5&id=6E5FDD8BC3DF9BF151A4BF904CB69D9E4A27A492&thid=OIP.2S5ZL4Z5ajVR2IrsI8BVWwHaFD&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.privateeyesbackgroundchecks.com%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2017%2f12%2fJob-Background-Check-Parts.png&exph=666&expw=975&q=clipart+security+at+retail&simid=608020179904693879&selectedIndex=194


o The largest project undertaken each decade by the 
Iowa Lottery is currently underway. 

o In July 2019, the lottery issued an RFP for its 
statewide gaming system, the largest contract 
within the operation of the Iowa Lottery. The 
Lottery Board is expected to issue an intent to 
award a contract in March 2020. 

o The gaming system includes a statewide central 
communications system and the lottery terminals, 
self-checkers, and self-service kiosks that are 
used to sell, validate, and cash tickets at the 2,400 
retail locations in Iowa where lottery tickets are 
sold.   

o After a vendor contract is approved, the new 
gaming system will be manufactured and 
deployed, with a go-live date in July 2021.   



o The Lottery reports its financial results quarterly and annually to 
the Governor, Auditor and Legislature. The Lottery also reports 
on its operations twice a year to Government Oversight 
Committees. 

o The Lottery comes under legislative review, but is not subject to 
the appropriations process.

o The lottery is audited annually by the State Auditor’s Office. 
Here is a direct link to the FY 2019 audit report on the lottery: 
https://www.auditor.iowa.gov/reports/file/59214/embed

o The Lottery’s annual report is issued once its audited results are 
available. Here is a direct link to the lottery’s FY 2019 annual 
report: https://www.pageturnpro.com/Iowa-Lottery/93204-FY-2019-

Annual-Report/sindex.html#1
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