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t·1rs. Ruth r1osher 
Deputy Citizen's Aide 
Citizen's Aide Office 
L 0 C A L 

Dear Mrs. Mosher: 

., 

~uly 31, 1979 

. ' 

Re: Purchase of a Xerox Machine 

This is in resp6nse to your letter of July 25, 1979, requestihg a written 
explondtion as to the Comptroller's position regarding the Citizen's Aide 
Office arrangements to pllrchase. a Xerox machine. 

As I. view the matter, there appears to be t\·IO basic questions involved 
(1) Constitt!t·iona1 question of contract debt and .(2) the statutory restriction 
regarding the timing of encumbering an appropriation. 

In cH1S\·tcr to the first question, this office has follov;ed the policy of not 
allm·ling to contract and make a payment tm·1ard the pur·chase of an item in one 
yeu.r \·lhich con~11its funds for another· year unless there is a specific provision 

'-'1 to ul1ovl this \·rithin the «ppropriation bills. I might add that the state dces 
enter into 1 ease-pur·chase agreements, hm·!ever, these arran')ernents hnvc a 
non-penalty termination clause \'Jhich allm·;s the state to terminate the agreement 
should the Legislature fail to appropr·iate funjs, therefor·e an appropriation is 
not comni ttcd ·j f the funds are not fotthromi ng. 

\._.) 

Section 8.33 cf the Code prohibits incurring or creating an obligation of any 
kind whatsoev2r subsequent to the last day of the fiscal term for wl1ich an 
apprcpriation is made) again, unless tl1ere is a specific provision to do so in 
the appropriation act. 

I cannot attest to \·thether· there v1as a misunderstunding of the quGstion put to 
the analyst in the Cot:-~ptroller·'s office since Hr. Stratton ·is no longer \·lith us, 
as he has taken employment outside of state govf!rnmcnt. HO\·tever·, from the 
information I have r·eceived, your purchase cH"'ran9em2nt \';as to be .the co;mrittint:J 
of a dOh'l1 payment ·(rom one year 1 S ilppr·opr·i a ti On and payi nrJ the bct 1 ance from 
another·, \·thich is inoppropriatc as v1e interpret the Constitution. The apparent 
mi~·;under-standinq as .vou have indic:<1tcd \·Ws that Nr. Str·a.tton thought you we1"C 
going to enter· into the agt·cement after July 1,. 1979, \•lhich v10u1d be in violc:,tion 
of 8.33 of the Code r·elat·ivc to the dm·1n payment co:ning fr·om 1979 funds. In 
either case~ the arrangement \'IUS inappropriate. 

Very trul_y yours) 

Ronald F. Mosher 
State Comptroller 



®fficc of Hie ~httc illompfroUcr 
%tza1r <£apitul 

)Jrs .~llnitn•s, ,3fn{uzl 5{1319 

ROBERT D. RAY RONALD F. MOSHER 

GOVERNOR August 7, 1979 STATE COMPTROLLER 

Dear Representative Harbor: 

The purpose of this letter is to report to you the progress toward improving 
data processing .services. 

1) A new program has been written for the school aid system that will 
list any t\·Jo items of information in the School Aid.Fonnula or budget 
of two different years denoting the difference between each item 
arriving at the percent of change by school district. (Example 
attached.) 

This program can be controlled to produce a printed report in the 
Data Processing Center in the Hoover Building or to be printed on 
the remote printer here in the Capitol. 

2) The school aid an~ property tax projections \·tiil use data from 
files that will be available during all hours of operation.· 

3) We will also retain data generated by previous calculation, thus 
enabling us to re-use or look again at a file that was created. 
This results in not having to recreate files and will save computer 
time. 

4) Computer programs have been segregated to allow less dependency 
between programs. This results in less time to rerun if a problem 
develops. 

These improvements \·lill normally pennit us 12 to 24 hours turn around time. 
Please let us knmv if·a-dditional infonnation is required or a different time 
frame desired. · · 

Hr. Mosher, Dille Nelson and myself plan to attend your August 8 meeting to 
discuss the above, if necessa1~. 

Yours ~ery t~~· 

(]~~ 
J~~C. Rose, Division 
lo{/ 1 Budgets 

JCR:pm 

Di r·ector 


