IOWA WATER QUALITY INITIATIVE

NEWLY APPROVED LONG-TERM FUNDING TO BE PRIORITIZED
ON EDGE OF FIELD, INFRASTRUCTURE BASED PRACTICES

The lowa Legislature, with the strong support of Governor Reynolds, committed more than $270 million
for water quality efforts in lowa over the next 12 years. This legislation provides a growing source of funding
to support water quality efforts in lowa. Funding to the lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship
will ramp up over the next two years, reaching $15 million annually through 2029. The remaining funds will
go to the lowa Finance Authority to support communities upgrading wastewater treatment facilities and urban
water quality focused practices.

With existing state and federal programs supporting robust soil conservation efforts to limit phosphorus loss and
newer programs focused on encouraging cover crops and other infield nutrient management efforts, this new
funding will be prioritized towards conservation infrastructure practices such as wetlands, saturated buffers and
bioreactors. These practices are placed at the edge of fields to provide significant, long-term nutrient reduction and
habitat benefits. The Department will also expand the technical capacity
to deliver these practices as the funding increases in the years to come.

With more than 250 partners already involved, this dedicated, long-term funding will help attract even
more partners and outside funding.
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Water Quality Initiative Coordinator
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