
Kirk Larsen ........................................Decorah................................................June 30, 2018
Leesa McNeil .....................................Sioux City ............................................June 30, 2018
Bruce Trautman, designee of Director, Department of Natural Resources ............ Statutory

The General Assembly in 1965 authorized the establishment of a state system of preserves
to maintain areas with unusual flora, fauna, geological, archaeological, scenic, or historical
features as nearly as possible in their natural condition. The advisory board recommends dedication
of certain areas as preserves, makes rules and regulations for their management, and recommends the
inclusion of additional public or private lands in the preserves system. Preserve designation provides
an area with the highest form of protection the state of Iowa offers for the public benefit.
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Name City Term Ending
John F. Hodges, Chair ........................Des Moines .........................................April 30, 2018
Norm Granger, Vice Chair .................Waterloo..............................................April 30, 2018
Charles Larson Sr...............................Des Moines .........................................April 30, 2017
Susan L. Lerdal ..................................Urbandale............................................April 30, 2016
Sheila Wilson .....................................West Des Moines ................................April 30, 2017

Alternate members
Nancy Boyd .......................................Urbandale............................................April 30, 2017
W. Ray Richardson ............................Waterloo..............................................April 30, 2017
Jacklyn Romp.....................................Des Moines .........................................April 30, 2017

The Board of Parole was established in 1907 by the General Assembly. The board consists of five
members, and three alternate members, appointed to terms of four years by the Governor and subject
to confirmation by the Senate and is supported by staff responsible for victim services, parole liaisons
and investigators, and an administrative law judge. The board is directly responsible to the Governor.
From those five members, the chairperson and vice chairperson of the board are selected by the
Governor and may serve more than one term. A majority of the members of the board constitutes a
quorum to transact business.
The board is charged with the responsibility to consider inmates for parole and work release,

investigate parole and work release programs within the state of Iowa and nationwide, make
recommendations to the Governor regarding clemency and commutation applications, and provide
technical assistance related to the board’s purposes to public and private entities. The board is
required to review for release each inmate incarcerated in Iowa each year except those serving
life sentences or sentences where a mandatory minimum term has not yet been served. The
board utilizes evidence-based practices to assist in making release decisions and maintains a risk
assessment protocol designed to help keep communities safe. The board may revoke and remand to
prison any person it has released on parole for any reason it deems proper. It also retains the power
to grant a final discharge to any parolee under the supervision of the eight judicial districts in Iowa,
usually on the recommendation of the supervising officer.
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Name City Term Ending/Type
Douglas Beech, Chair ........................Ankeny................................................April 30, 2017
Karen Andeweg .................................Urbandale............................................April 30, 2019
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