
BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND DEPARTMENTS 135

alterations, repairs, replacements and general maintenance of all build-
ings on the capitol grounds of nearly 100 acres.

Many visitors trek to this seat of government each day of the year.
The increase in number of visitors seems to indicate a growing interest
in the affairs of state, as well as a desire to enjoy the beauty of the
capitol buildings and grounds. The guest book for 1960 listed more than
75,000 visitors. The first four months of 1961 forecast an all-time record
attendance. During the legislative session, the number of daily visitors
varied from 500 to 2,300. In the past year there were guests from each
of the 50 states and 37 foreign countries. In addition, several hundred
foreign student exchange visitors spent a day at the capitol in 1960 and
again in 1961.

STATE CAR DISPATCHER

Rex McMahill, Gladbrook, State Car Dispatcher

East Seventh and Court Avenue, Des Moines

Authority to assign all state-owned motor vehicles to state officers
and employees, and state offices, departments, bureaus and commissions
was vested in the Governor by the Forty-eighth General Assembly,
effective July 1, 1939. A state car dispatcher was appointed, and
all cars were placed under control of this department. In 1941 the
Forty-ninth General Assembly provided also for maintenance of all
cars and trucks by the state car dispatcher. The costs of maintenance,
plus administrative costs and depreciation, for each motor vehicle,
are charged back to each department. Rules and regulations for this
procedure were approved by the executive council. The car dispatcher
department maintains a record of miles driven, cost per mile of each
unit, and the overall operation cost.

In 1960 this department had 909 cars and 298 trucks, a total of 1,207
units.

The car dispatcher's office receives requests from the various de-
partments desiring new units and with the approval of the executive
council holds lettings, and purchases the new vehicles and sells the
old vehicles by sealed bids. This office also approves and supervises
all repairs to state vehicles and assists in settling insurance claims.

A complete stock of tires, batteries, anti-freeze, spark plugs and
points for state vehicles is maintained at the state garage.

The car dispatcher's office operates under the jurisdiction of the
governor's office. The state car dispatcher was appointed by the gov-
ernor for an indefinite term and has a staff of eight, including office
and garage personnel.

BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR COURT SHORTHAND REPORTERS
(Office location: Call Clerk of Supreme Court)

ALLAN A. HERRICK, Chairman, Polk County.
WILLIAM C. STANTON, Secretary, Polk County.
FLOYD L. PINDER, Polk County.

Terms three years, all ending July 1, 1962.
Authorized by the Thirty-eighth General Assembly. The examiners

are appointed by the chief justice of the supreme court to conduct ex-
aminations of those seeking to become certified shorthand reporters.
Under the law two of the examiners must be official shorthand reporters
and one a practicing attorney of the state.


