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The law which provided for the organization of the Iowa Geologleal Survey
outlined its work to be that of making “a complete survey of the natural re-
sources of the state in their economic and ecientific aspects, including the
determination of the characteristics of the varlous formatlons and the investi-
gation of the different ores, couls, clays, bullding stones and otlrer useful ma-
terlals.”

The prezent geological saurvey was ofganized in 1892 and since that time
han becn engagad In two lines of researchh. The flrat of these js the detailed
#tudy of the geology of the state by countles. In this work all the natural
{ewtursa of Interest and wvalue are studled and described, such as tha gen-
eral character of the surface, lts soils, wuter resources, depomits of valuable
minerals and other like toplcs.

‘The second line of work has been that of epecial investigation of the minerils
of the state. Thus the coal deposits have twice been studied and reported on
and an extenslve examinaiion of the peat beds bas been made. Similar studles
have been made of the iead and zine of the DublUgue region and of the gypsum
fleld at Fort Dodge. The clays of fhe state and thelr quallties have heen
investigated and the availability and suitability for read and concrsts nurposes
of the sand, gravel and limestone deposite have besn delermined. The survey
has since lts organization kept careful recorda of the deep wells of the stzte
and has also carrled on an investigation of the character of surface waters,
A rescurce which will be of increasing impertance as Iowa becomses more
of an industrial etate i that of water power, which has bean closely studied
for several years. A .large amount of work remains yet toa he done before our
knowledge of the geology of the state la complete, as much of the earlier study
wasy of necessity largely reconnalsgance work and neads to be supplemenied
by the results of later work done under more favorable conditione.

For eeveral years past the etate survey hae co-operated with the npatfonal
survey in the making of topeograpbic mape of the Twea Moines wvalley. Thesa
maps gehow the character of the gurface, the drainage, and elevetions above sea
level, as well as cultural features. They'erc of aspecial value In c¢oal pros-
pecting, englneering and dralnage nrojects. Parta of Hamilton, Boone, Story,
Dallas, Puik, Warren, Marion, Mahaska, Lucas, and Menroe counties have been
covered. These maps are prioted by the federal government rod may be pur-
chaged at a cost of ten cents each from the United States Geological Burvey
o from the Iowa (Jeologleal Survey. They are bounded not by county lUnes
bat by meridiana of longitude "and parallals of latitude and sach map covers
ahout 225 square mlles. Topographle surveys were made in the northeast part
of Iowa Ny the United Btates Geologleazl Survey a number of years ago and
the maps covering this area are avallable aleo.
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The directors for the odd-numbersd digtrictz are elected in the even-num-—
bered yearg, and thoss for tha even-numbercd districts in the cdd-numpersd
¥oAre.

Any resident of the state ip eligible to membership in the society. The
secrelary will on appileacion furnigh infeormation relaling to mewbership.

The aunuul mesting beglos on Tuceday pefore the gecond Wedneaday in De-
cember of each year.

The goelety publishee an annval report full of valuable und interesling
papers.

Tha object of this acciety ia the promotion and encovragement of horticul-
tura and arboriculture In the etate by tha collection and dissemination of prac-
tical informetion regarding the cultlvation of such fruits, flowers and trees as
are best adapted to the soil and climate of the gtate. The rooma of the pociaty
are kept open at all times for the reception of visitors, All communications on
horticultural topics will be promptly answerad by the secratary.

STATE FOBESTREY COMMISSIONER.

WaELRY GREENE, of Scott county, secretary of the state hortlcuitural goclety
is ex officio state forestry commissioner. Hls address is Des Molnes, Iowa. He
Berves a3 Commmisel without tlon, The law authorizes him to ap-
point deputies to serve without sslary for each county or group of counties,
who ehall assist him in the performance of his duties, and also make report to
himl annually of torestry matters for the uss of the horticultural soclaty.

‘The c¢bject of the law 1s to encourage the planting of forest epd fruit trees
in the state, The act providea that any pergon owning land fn the atate may
plant or select a tract of land not less thap two scres In area for a forest
reservation, provided there shall not be less than two hundred forest trees
growing on each acre and that cattle, horaes, mules, sheep, goats and hoge ara
not permltted on said reservation.

A frult reservation shali not be less than one or mors than ten acred in
graa and can be claimed for a period of eight yeara after planting; provided
that there &re not less than forty apple trees, or saventy other frult trees Zrow-
ing on each acra, under proper care.

Forest and fruit tree reservations are aszessed at e taxable value of one
dollar an Aacre

Any landowner in this atate wishing to eoter a forest or fruit tree reserva-
tion, or both, should do 50 when the assessor ls listing property for assessment.
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“Tha c¢bject of the academy shall be the encouragement of scientific work
in the state of Towa."

Meombership is not limited to those giving thelr tirne to the advancement of

i efther in taachi or in original research, put ie npen to those interemted
in scientiflec subjects.

Members of the academy are divided into four groups: (1) fellows, who
ghall be elected from residentz of the sitate of Iowa actively engaged in mcien-
tiflc work; {2) assoclgtes, remidents of the state ¢of Iowa who are interasted in




