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The bill having received a constitu tional m ajo rity  was de­
clared to have passed the House and the title  was agreed to.

PIONEER LAWMAKERS VISIT HOUSE

Doolittle of Delaware moved th a t a committee of two be ap­
pointed to notify the Pioneer Lawmakers th a t the House was now 
ready to receive them.

Motion prevailed and the Speaker appointed as such committee, 
Doolittle of Delaware and W am stad of Mitchell.

Doolittle of Delaware, from  the committee appointed to notify 
the Pioneer Lawmakers th a t the House was now ready to receive 
them, reported th a t the committee had so acted, and th a t the 
Pioneer Lawmakers were now present.

Dr. P erry  Engle, president of the Pioneer Law m akers’ Asso­
ciation and Colonel M. L. Temple, were escorted to the Speaker’s 
station.

The House recessed to sit in  inform al session w ith Iowa Pioneer 
Lawmakers.

D r. P erry  Engle presiding.

Addresses were delivered by Hon. Jam es B. W eaver, Dr. Engle 
and Colonel M. L. Temple. •

The House resumed form al session, Speaker M cFarlane in the 
chair.

M organ of Jasp er moved th a t the remarks of D r. Engle be 
p rin ted  in  the journal.

Motion prevailed.

REMARKS OF DR. PERRY ENGLE

Let us live  over th e  p ast and prophecy for the future.

There sits  on the shores o f L ake M ichigan one o f the greatest cities  
of a ll th e  w orld, a ll th is  w ith in  the life  tim e o f som e of the mem bers 
of th is association . W hen som e of u s w ere horn th ere w as not a tele­
graph or telephone. A sew ing  m achine, a cook stove, a railroad a 
reaper, a friction  m atch, a kerosene lam p in the w orld.

R ubber th en  w as n ot dream ed of, now  w e have b illion s of dollars 
invested  in rubber. H ow  w onderful.
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W e had b u t few A m erican books, w hen we w ere boys. W h itte r, 
Longfellow, B ryant, Em erson, P rescott, H aw thorn , Low ell and E lla  
W heeler W ilcox have a ll come w ithin  th e  life tim e of som e of us 
here.

In th e  dom ain of science, we have Tyndall, H uxley, an d  D arw in in 
our generation .

Even in my lifetim e I can remember the old stage coach, the ox team . 
W e have go tten  aw ay from  a ll th a t, and live in a new  w orld. Com ing 
to the grow th and  developm ent of Iowa: W hen th e  civil w ar b ro k e  ou t,
th e re  was n o t a te leg raph  line th a t  reached  a sing le city  in  Iowa, u n ­
less, perhaps, on th e  Mississippi. There was hard ly  an y  ra ilro a d  m ile­
age in th e  s ta te  a t  th a t tim e. The ra ilro ad  h ad  reached  a  lit tle  beyond 
Iowa City. In  186 6 th e  ra ilro ad  reached  th is  city.

IOWA: —

W hy should  Iowa m ean an y th in g  to us? I t  is n o t th e  g rea te s t s ta te  
in the union in size, in num bers, o r in w ealth . I t has  no la rge city—  
no mecca for the  p ilgrim ages of m ankind. I ts  shores a re  no t w ashed  
by the  sea as a re  those of C alifornia and  F lo rida.

I ts  h ills do not r ise  into th e  b lue sky like th e  m o u n ta in s  of Colo­
rado. I t  does no t look o u t tow ard  the island  em pire of e ith e r  G rea t 
B rita in  or Japan . I ts  people can no t ta lk  across th e  fence to  th e  C ana­
d ians or feel th e  s tir  of excitem ent along the  p rick ly  bo rd er of Mexico.

B ut it  is the h e a r t of A m erica. I ts  shores a re  th e  tw o g re a te s t 
rivers of the continent. I ts  ro lling  h ills and  fe r tile  p la ins sm ile in 
th e  sun— well con ten t w ith  th e  ta sk  of m ak ing  m anna for m illions. I t  
has woods and w inding stream s and  b lue lakes, and  tow ns w ith  shady  
s tree ts  and green law ns an d  a le r t and  friend ly  people.

And it has  trad itio n s. We are  young in the  land , b u t th e  land  
is old. I ts  sto ry  ru n s  back of the days w hen g lac ie rs  slipped down 
across it; back to the  tim es when the  sea covered th e  M ississippi basin . 
In to  the long sto ry  come the  red  men, an d  a f te r  m any gen e ra tio n s the  
whites. The songs of F rench  boatm en w as h ea rd  upon its  s tream s; 
Spanish fu r  trad es  tra i l  its  w estern  shore. Ju lie n  D ubuque an d  
M anuel Lisa move th ro u g h  the m isty past. B u ilders of hom es a rr iv e  
and  out of the border land  a s ta te  comes in to  th e  un ion. C ongressm en, 
soldiers and  farm ers, business m en an d  w ide-visioned w om en play  
th e ir  parts, and  so our h eritag e  h as grown.

And yet, probably it  is th e  associations of a m ore im m edia te  p ast, 
th e  m em ory of m ore in tim ate  and hom ely th in g s  th a t  m akes up for 
us the  th o u g h t of Iowa. I t  is w here we live— p erh a p s  w here we 
have always lived. I ts  people a re  our people, and  Iowa is o u r  s ta te . 
We fram e its  law s and try  to  obey them . I t  is we who build  its  in s t i tu ­
tions and m ake its h istory  and look fo rw ard  to  th e  en joym ent of its  
fu tu re . The fam iliar scenes of the  land betw een the  r iv e rs  have woven
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them selves into our lives. '  And so Iowa m eans a  thousand  th ings to 
us— the ru sh  of w ater in the  g u tte rs  in th e  sp ring  tim e, and  the sm ell 
of bu rn in g  leaves in the  fa ll; the  tang  of early  fro s t and  th e  sigh t of 
oaks s till to th e ir  ru sty  fo liage on the h ill tops; the  sound of b irds in 
the  early  sum m er m orning, and the stilln ess  g raven on the m arble 
of a w in ter n igh t. I t m eans black m ud in  th e  bo ttom  road  and red 
sum ac along th e  fence; sm all tow ns and  large corn fields; Dante 
P ierce’s H om estead an d  Gov. K endell’s  P roc lam ation ; th e  clack of 
m ower and the m em ory of boys going off to  war.

Iowa has its  fau lts ; h u t so, perhaps, have our paren ts, our wives, 
an d  our ch ild ren— to say no th ing  of ourselves. A nd a f te r  all, we can 
n o t explain th e  charm  of th e  th ings we love. L et us then  no t so much 
boast of Iowa as be happy in it. L et us look w ith  seeing eyes upon its 
beauties, and  With friendly  eyes upon its  people— our neighbors. Let 
us know its  story  and m ake su re  th a t we ourselves play in it  a  w orthy 
p a r t; fo r w hat we m ake it, mean m uch to us, and  m ean m ore to those 
who come hereafter.

Iowa is a lrig h t if she does get h o t and cold. W hen L aum an’s b ri­
gade sw ept like a tid a l wave in to  th e  w alls of Donelson it was the flag 
of Iow a’s Second th a t f lu tte re d  in the  advance. And when New E ng­
la n d ’s f igh ting  son fell on the bloody field  of W ilson Creek, he fell 
a t the  head of Iow a’s F irs t. And it was Iowa rifle s  th a t m ade the  sting 
of the  H o rn e t’s N est a t  Shiloh church. I t  w as Iowa soldiers th a t was 
th e  f irs t to m arch  up San Ju a n  hill, Iow a’s R ainbow  Division bravely 
fough t back the  invaders a t  A rgonne and M arne. L et us stand  stead­
fa s t to th e  ideals th a t m ade those sta rv in g  reg im ents in  rags, bare­
footed in th e  snows of w in ter, im m ortal a t  Valley F orge ; standing 
stead fas t to th e  ideals th a t made Y orktow n a possibility and  Appomat­
tox a certain ty .

Under Iow a’s skies have been born  the  noblest boys and  sw eetest 
g irls  th a t ever scattered  th e ir  sm iles th ro u g h  th e  room s of home. On 
th e  floor of debate, in all th e  w alks w here in te llec t robed in her b rig h t­
es t glory is found, Iowans are seen.

Yes, an d  w hen the old Hawkeye died and  of course w ent to heaven, 
St. P e te r m et him  and escorted him  a round  th a t happy realm . He 
saw vast concourses of people w ith  banners, “ from  New Y ork,” “ from  
New Je rsey ,” “ from  M assachusetts,” etc., w ritten  on them , b u t none 
from  Iowa. H e asked  the reason why, and was taken  over to the new 
add ition  w here he saw th e  la rgest concurse he had  seen, and found 
them  all chained down and looking unhappy. W hen he asked the rea ­
son of th is  of St. P e te r he was to ld  th a t  “ if we did n o t keep them  
chained they  would go back to Iow a.” Some doubting  Thom as will not 
believe th is, b u t see the easte rn  bound tra in s  today  from  M ontana 
and  W ashington  and Oregon and  th e  D akotas, th e  re tu rn in g  Iowans 
ar.e pouring back by hundreds to  “M other’s L ap .” Iowa is a ll righ t. 
The sun m ay cook her, th e  cyclones sweep lik e  dem oms of destruction 
over h er fa ir bosom, the grasshoppers m ay ra id  her grain  fields, the
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w orm s ea t her corn, the ho t w inds dry  up h er stream s. Y et she  is 
alw ays on th e  firing  line, and  alw ays in th e  r ig h t read y  fo r a n o th e r  
round.

Today the th ree  m illion people living in Iowa for a ll th a t  s ta n d  fo r 
good can no t be excelled by any people on ea rth . Today n ea rly  every  
q u arte r section of land  of the  55,000 acres com posing th e  s ta te  is oc­
cupied by a p a la tia l hom e w here hunger and  d is tress  a re  s tran g e rs . 
The soil of Iowa produces m ore w ealth  annually  th an  th e  gold  m ines of 
the  world. Iow a’s hens lay eggs w orth  m ore th an  th e  o range  crop of 
the  U nited S tates.

I  rem em ber very  d istinctly  the  discussions th a t occu rred  w hen m en 
of progressive th o u g h t w ere striv ing  to change the old E n g lish  com ­
mon law wit*h regard  to dom estic rela tions, to  give to  th e  w ife th e  r ig h t 
to own rea l es ta te  w ithou t the  in te rven tion  of a tru s te e ; to  give to  
a wife th e  power to own and contro l h e r own p ro p erty ; to  ta k e  from  
the husband  the  r ig h t to own w hatever of hers  he reduced  to  possession ; 
to give to  the  wife equal control and r ig h t of custody of th e  ch ild ren .

I well rem em ber th a t  in  some sta te s  a w om an did n o t own h e r  c lo th ­
ing. Today w om an have equal rig h ts  w ith  th e  L ords of C reation .

I have w itnessed hum an beings sold from  th e  au tion  block to  th e  h ig h ­
est bidder. I hold in my hand  a  m ortgage on a co lored  slave d a ted  
1811. My influences a re  a t w ork for a h igher h u m an ity  a n d  a b e t­
te r  world, w here insane greed and m adness sha ll n o t s ta lk  w ith  sw ord  
in hand ; w here fra te rn ity  shall tr iu m p h  over C easar’s bloody legions. 
We have visions of in te rna tiona lism  of a ll the races, of a  p o litica l 
and in d u stria l dem ocracy.

In  th e  la s t two years dea th  has levied a costly tr ib u te  upon o u r 
ranks. One by one a t th e  beckoning of th e  s ilen t m essenger o u r com ­
rades have passed th ro u g h  the gate to the  land  of th e  Leal. W e m iss 
th e ir  presence and  councils. They bore th e  flag  tr iu m p h a n t even to 
th e  gates of th e  Sunset.

W ith  you and  I, the  m orning of life has gone, th e  som bre shades 
of evening are  g a th erin g  closely a round  an d  abou t us, w e have h ea rd  
th e  rev ie lle  a t  sunrise  and  lis tened  to th e  ta tto  of n igh t, an d  taps, yes, 
taps, th a t  once betokened the ex tingu ishm ent of ligh ts, now  com es 
reverberating back as the heralds of death. Among our crowned jewels 
a re  a K irkw ood, a L arrabee, a Dolliver, a Gear, a H arlan , a  C arpen te r, 
a  Cole, a  K assan, a Clayton, a  Day, a  H epburn, a  W eaver, an d  E dw ard  
H ooper G ille tte  ou r la s t P residen t. These m en and  o th e rs  w en t o u t for 
us and won th e  m any b a ttle s  of th e ir  b r illia n t lives by th e ir  devotion 
and  never ending zeal. The lives of such m en a re  w o rth  th e  liv ing  
and  for w hich dea th  has  no sting. I t  w ould be an  honor to  us p ioneers 
if you of the  T h irty -n in th  G eneral Assem bly and you r successors sha ll 
continue to bu ild  up a g rea te r an d  a b e tte r  Iowa.

W e have ye t m ighty  questions to  be solved. May you an d  you r 
ch ildren  give to th e  w orld th e  p roper so lu tion . L e t u s  look upw ard
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and  press upw ard. W e hope th a t  our successors w ill honor us by 
excelling us. May we all consecrate ourselves to th a t  inspiring  sen ti­
m ent u tte re d  by P resid en t L incoln a t  G ettysburg, “ th a t governm ent 
of, by and for th e  people m ay never perish  from  the e a r th .”

Gentlemen, I know tha t the members of our Pioneer Lawmakers’ Asso­
ciation feel very grateful to you, indeed, for the gracious m anner in which 
you have received us, for the very kindly expression th a t you have made 
for those entitled to membership in our organization, and in expressing, 
as I know th a t I do, the very earnest g ratitude of all of our members; 
I thank  you.

On motion of Vance of Madison the following registration list 
of members of the Iowa Pioneer Lawmakers’ Association was or­
dered printed in the journal:

IOWA PIONEER LAWMAKERS ASSOCIATION OF THE EIGHTEENTH
SESSION

Historical Building Assembly Room
March 16th, W ednesday

Years in Iowa
1. Stiles, Lewis, Corydon ........................................................................ ,68
2. Davison, A. H., Des M oines................................................................... 41
3. English, Emory H., Des M oines......................................................... 50
4. Field, A. G. Dr., Des M oines................................................................60
5. Fleming, W illiam  H. (Secretary) Des M oines...............................66
6. Mott, D. C. (Acting as Ass’t  Sec’y) Des M oines...........................59
7. Van Pelt, F ran k  M. (Court Reporter) Des Moines; was clerk of

committee on agriculture in 20th G. A ........................................68
8. W illiams, Ora (Document Editor, S tate House) Des Moines.
9. Haselton, H. B., G lidden........................................................................43

10. Seeley, W. B., Mt. P leasan t...................   59
11. Engle, P erry  Dr. (President) N ew ton............................................... 53
12. Temple, M. L., Osceola........................................................................ 48
13. Nelson, Oley, Slater ................................................................................55
14. K am rar, J. T., W ebster City ................................................................52

I. P. L. M. A.
March 17, 1921,

Thursday.
Years in Iowa

15. Chase, R. L., Des Moines ................................................................... 53
16. Garst, W arren, Ex-Gox., Des Moines ..............................................
17. Kendall, N. E., Governor, Des Moines...............................................53
18. Griswold, H. J., Des Moines...................................................................56

On motion of Gibson of Clarke the House adjourned until 
9 :00 a. m., Friday.


