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Calendar No. 132, H ouse File No. 256, a bill for an act to 
amend section two hundred fifty-three (253), supplem ental sup­
plement to the Code, 1915, as amended by  chapter tw o hundred  
thirty-five (235) acts of the th irty -seventh  general assembly, and 
providing for the paym ent of the actual and necessary t ra n s ­
portation, hotel and living expenses of the judges of the district 
courts w hen away from the county of their residence in the 
discharge of their official duties, with report  of com m ittee recom ­
mending passage was taken up for consideration.

Clark of L inn asked and obtained unanim ous consent to sub­
stitute Senate File No. 253 for House File No. 256.

On motion of Clark of Linn, Senate File No. 253, a bill F o r  an
Act to am end Section Tw o H undred  F if ty-three  (253) Supple­
mental Supplement to the Code, 1915, re la ting  to  the  sa lary  of 
Judges of the D istric t Court and expenses, w ith  report  of com­
mittee recom m ending passage as amended was taken  up and 
considered.

The time having arrived for the consideration of Special O rder 
No. 18, on motion of M esser of Johnson, action was deferred on 
Special O rder No. 18 until after the disposal of the bill under 
consideration.

PIONEER LAWMAKERS’ ASSOCIATION GUESTS OF GENERAL

ASSEMBLY.

On motion of M antz of A udubon the Senate was invited to
meet with the House for the purpose of listening to addresses
by members of the Pioneer L aw m akers’ Association.

The H ouse and Senate met in an informal session w ith  the 
Pioneer L aw m akers ’ Association.

A lderman of Story in the chair.

On motion of M organ of Jasper, the following speech de­
livered by ex-Senator Engle was ordered prin ted  in the jo u rn a l:

I was a m em ber of the Senate during the tw enty-third general assem ­
bly. I t was the occasion of the famous deadlock tha t lasted 24 weeks be­
fore any organization could be made.

A company of zouaves from Chicago was w aiting to assis t in the in­
auguration of Governor Boies. P artisan  feeling and the appetite  for 
spoils were intense. I was elected to the Senate as an independent
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and there were 24 republicans and 25 dem ocrats, L ieutenant Governor 
Poyneer, republican, in the chair.

Senator P a rro tt offered a resolution to proceed to the election of per­
m anent officers. A vote was taken and I voted w ith the republicans, 
the resu lt 25 to 25 L ieutenant Governor Poyneer voted aye.

Senator M att P a rro tt moved to proceed to the election of perm anent 
officers.

J. N. Cliff was nom inated for perm anent secretary.

Democrats failed to make a nom ination and refused to vote on roll 
call.

Then the secretary  called the roll of absentees and still the demo­
crats refused to vote.

The chair announced th a t only 25 votes were cast and tha t not being 
j  m ajority no election was had. My contention was th a t the successful 
party  head its com m ittees with members favoring all the people, not 
corporations.

Sick m em bers were carried in on stretchers and the excitem ent ran 
high.

Some of my dem ocratic friends accused me of being responsible for 
the deadlock. I replied, “Not I, but the senators who won’t vote are 
responsible. I am voting a t every call.”

I steadfastly  refused to en ter the caucus of either party, realizing that 
24 partisans could outvote one independent. The C., B. & Q. democrats 
were in the saddle fighting railroad control, equal suffrage and prohibi­
tion.

One m orning Senator Brower, a republican, arose. His hand was 
shaking like an aspen leaf, his voice trem bling, and voted with the demo­
crats. Thus ended the famous deadlock.

The Dubuque Times said of Senator Brower, “He certainly blundered. 
He cannot pose as a g reat economist, to fire off a t the very moment 
victory was w ith the republicans. He showed his narrowness and lack 
of party  fealty .”

The P erry  P ress said, “In the senate there are 24 republicans and 25 
dem ocrats and Senator Engle, independent. Engle’s vote with the re­
publicans ties the vote of the dem ocrats, then the presiding officer, who 
is a republican, can vote off the tie. But the dem ocrats do not vote, 
so there is no tie. A deadlock is a good thing. I t is a tim e killer. It 
is better to kill tim e than to enact bad laws or fail to repeal obnoxious 
laws.”

The republicans in this session were m ulchers. They were willing 
th a t the saloons-could do business for a price. They were opposed to 
equal suffrage, opposed to a reduction of passenger and freight rates, 
and favored free passes.
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I introduced bills as follows:

Relating to public health. (Lost.)
«

Establishing an industrial school for the blind. (Carried.)

Enabling women to vote. (Lost.)

To inspect steam  boilers. (Lost.)

Establishing arbor day. (Lost.)

Compelling employers to pay not less than semi-monthly. (Lost.)

Relating to liability of mine operators for neglect of employees. 
(Lost.)

Authorizing the taking of deposition by a shorthand rejm rter. (Lost.) 

To provide for the A ustralian  ballot. (Carried.)

To regulate te legraph charges. (Lost.)

Legalizing the se ttling  of disputes by arbitration . (Lost.)

Compelling officers to enforce the law. (Lost.)

To provide insurance by the state . (Lost.)

To prevent the location of cem eteries w ithin city lim its. (Lost.)

Abolishing free passes, m aking the maximum passenger fare  two 
cents per mile, reducing freight ra tes one-third, and to punish  illegal 
acts of railroads. (Lost.) •

Relating to mines and mining. (Lost.)

To tax telegraphs. (Lost.)

For the assessm ent of railroad property by the supervisors. (Lost.)

To protect laborers from being compelled to sign con tracts against
their right. (Lost.)

To prevent insurance companies from pooling and exorb itan t charges. 
(Lost.)

To provide for an eight hour day w ork in mines, factories and w ork 
shops. (Lost.)

To pro tect the people against adulterations in food, etc. (Lost.)

For a collateral inheritance tax. (Lost.)

To provide th a t judgm ents m ust bear the same ra te  of in te re s t as the 
original contracts. (Lost.)

To reduce the rale  of in terest. (Carried.)

To compel railroads to use autom atic brakes. (Carried.)
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M ost a ll of Uiese lo s t bills h ave  been  enac ted  in to  law s since.

T he old age is dead and gone fo rev er and th e  new  age is s trugg ling  
fo r a foothold  am idst th e  crum bling  ru in s  of th e  past.

T he Rom anoffs have  gone.

T he H apsbu rgs have  gone.

T he H ohenzolle rns have  gone.

D ynastic  w ars a re  gone fo rever. W e believe th a t  o u t of the world 
w ar w ill come b e tte r  th ings th an  m an  has ev er d ream ed.

One by one, a t  th e  beckon ing  of the  s ilen t m essenger, our com rades 
have passed  th rough  th e  g a te  to the  land  of th e  leal. W e m iss th e ir  
p resen ce  and counsels. T hey bore th e  flag tr iu m p h an t even to the g a te s  
of the  sunset.

W ith  m y com rade p ioneers th e  m orn ing  of life  h as  gone, the som bre 
sh ad es of evening a re  g a th e rin g  closely around  ab o u t us, we have heard  
th e  reveille  a t  su n rise  and lis tened  to the ta tto o  of n igh t, and taps, yes, 
tap s , th a t  once betokened  the  ex tingu ishm en t of ligh ts , now comes 
re v e rb e ra tin g  back  as the  h e ra ld s  of death . A m ong th e  crow ned jew els 
a re  a  K irkw ood, a  L arrab ee , a  D olliver, a G ear, a  H arlan , a C arpenter, 
a  Cole, a W eaver and  E dw ard  H ooper G illette , ou r la s t  p residen t. T hese 
m en and  o th e rs  w en t ou t fo r us and won th e  m any  b a ttle s  of th e ir  
b ri ll ia n t lives by th e ir  devotion and n ev er ending zeal. The lives of 
such  m en a re  w orth  th e  liv ing  and fo r w hich d ea th  h as no sting . Allow 
me to rec ite  a b it of h is to ry .

In June , 1673, 248 y ea rs  ago, M arquette? and  Jo lie t, th e  first w hite 
m en in  Iowa, v is ited  an  Ind ian  v illage n ea r th e  m ou th  of the Iowa River. 
T he te r r ito r ia l lim its of Iow a included all of th e  p re s e n t s ta te , all of 
M inneso ta  w est of th e  M ississippi R iver and m ore th a n  h a lf of th e  two 
D akotas. Iow a th en  w as a g re a t w ilderness and in v iting  th e  stu rdy , 
en e rg e tic  m en of all lands to  come and build  a g re a t  com m onw ealth . 
W h a t a m arvelous h is to ry  is th e  h is to ry  of Iowa, w hose title  page is 
w ritte n  in th e  blood of sacrifice for liberty . Today, perhaps, the twm 
and  a half m illion people liv ing  in Iowa, fo r all th a t  stands fo r good 
can no t be excelled  by any people on ea rth . Today n ea rly  every q u a rte r  
sec tion  of land  of th e  55,000 acres com posing th e  s ta te  is occupied by a 
p a la tia l hom e w h e ie  h u n g er and d is tre s s  a re  s tra n g e rs . The soil of 
Iow a produces m ore w ea lth  annually  th an  th e  gold m ines of the  w orld. 
Iow a’s hens lay eggs -worth m ore th an  th e  orange crop of the U nited  
S ta te s .

H ere  is an item  of early  leg is la tion : “R esolved, by th e  genera l assem ­
bly of Iowa, th a t  ou r re p re se n ta tiv e s  in  congress be requested  to use 
th e ir  influence to have  a tw o-horse m ail h ack  p laced on the m ail rou te  
betw een  F airfie ld  and  F t. Des M oines, in th e  s ta te  of Iowa, said  m ail to 
be ca rried  once a w eek  ”

I find in the sam e leg is la tiv e  docum ent th e  re p o r t of th e  first s ta te
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tre a su re r ,  Mr. Morgan Reno, as follows: “Total collections of th e  s ta te  
revenues from all sources w ere  $72,716.70.” L a s t  y e a r  the to ta l  rev en u e s  
of Iowa were $7,193,682.09. W h a t  a m arvelous growth.

Even in my life tim e I can rem em b er  the old s tage  coach, th e  ox team . 
W e have gotten  aw ay from all tha t ,  and live in a new  world. Coming to 
the grow th  and developm ent of the s ta te  of Iowa: W h en  th e  civil w a r  
broke out, th e re  w as no t a te leg rap h  line th a t  reach ed  a single  city  in
Iowa, unless, perhaps , on th e  Mississippi.  T here  was h a rd ly  an y  ra i l ­
road mileage in the s ta te  a t  t h a t  time. The ra i l road  h ad  rea ch ed  a
li ttle  beyond Iowa City. In 1866 the  ra i lroad  rea ch ed  th is  city. T he
per capita w ealth  of the  U nited  S ta te s  is $1,965. Iow a’s per  cap i ta  w ea lth  
is $3,345. The value of Iow a’s m anufac tu red  p roduc ts  am ou n ts  to  $500,- 
0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .

The league of na tions  cam e like a wonderful sh ip  over th e  horizon 
with its sales bea t in g .rh y th m ic a l ly  to the  waves, coming ou t of blood and  
tea rs  and d a rk es t  m idnight,  out of the  mists  of the  m orn in g  into the  
warm  rays of sunshine, the  f rag rance  of flowers. L e t  i t  sail  m a je s t ic a l ly  
into all ha rbors  beautiful , calm  and  peaceful, un ti l  all n a t io n s  shal l  
h ea r  of w ar no more.

W e see a world g o vern m en t  “of, by and for the  people.” W e  see  the  
ro t  of the divine r igh t  of k ings being re lega ted  to th e  sc rap  pile. K in g s ’ 
crowns today are  on the  barg a in  counter ,  m arked  “49 cen ts .” E g y p t  h ad  
its kings, its arm ies,  and its navy, b u t  E gyp t faded aw ay  from  th e  map, 
leaving no thing bu t the  an c ien t  pyram ids, s i t t ing  grand ,  g loom y and  p e ­
culiar  on the banks of the  Nile. T hen  th e re  w as Rome, w h e re  th e  
Caesars  from the  banks  of th e  T iber  ru led th e  world. T h ese  na t io n s  
are  gone. W h a t  was w rong w ith  them ?  They w ere  bu il t  f rom  th e  top 
ins tead  of from th e  bottom. T h ere  w ere a few th a t  w ere  rich, a  few 
powerful, bu t the  m any  w ere  slaves. They forgo t th e  people. T he  
s t ren g th  of a na tion  is n o t  i ts  a rm y  and navy, b u t  in the  n u m b e r  of 
happy  homes th ro u g h o u t  the  land ;  n o t  th a t  one m an  is s t ro n g e r  th a n  
h is  fellows, bu t  th a t  the  m an y  a re  strong. I t  is n o t  t h a t  one m a n  is 
intellectually  great ,  bu t  th a t  in te ll igence  is diffused am o ng s t  th e  m asse s  
of the people; the  li t t le  school house on the  h ills and  in the  valleys,  
the  t inkling of whose bells calls upon the  ch ildren  of th e  people to ad ­
vance. This is w h a t  m akes  a na t io n  grea t .  I t  is no t  the  pow er inv es ted  
in kings, bu t th rough  the  people, and  the  go vern m en t  re s t in g  upon  th e i r  
shoulders. It  is the average  in tell igence of the  m asses  t h a t  g ives 
equali ty  of men, politically  and socially.

Many influences are  a t  w ork  for a h igher  h u m an i ty  and  a b e t t e r  
world, w here insane  g reed  and  m adness  shall n o t  s ta lk  w ith  sw ord  in 
h a n d ;  w here f r a te rn i ty  shall t r ium p h  over C aesa r’s bloody legions. W e 
have  visions of in te rna t io na l ism  of all the  races,  of poli tical a n d  ind us­
tr ia l  democracy.

T here  is no salvation  in th e  form ula  of p reparedness .  T h is  w as a 
w a r  to end war. A ju s t  league of na tions  is the  only w ay ou t  of the  
golgothema of m il i ta r ism . I t  is the  only hope of n a tions  w elter ing  in  blood
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and agony. The thing to do is to put an end to compulsory training. 
Good governm ent is the first aim of organized society. Political parties 
a re only means to th a t end. They should he instrum ents for service, 
not allowed to become institu tions to he served and worshipped.

Charles M. Schwab recently  said, “The g reat change is going to he a 
social adjustm ent. It will be for the good of all. It is our duty not to 
oppose. The aristocracy of the future is not going to be the aristocracy 
of w ealth; it is going to be the aristocracy of men who have done some­
thing for the ir country and the world a t large.”

P residen t Wilson, a t the peace league in Prance, said, “The select 
classes of mankind are no longer the governors of mankind. The for­
tunes of mankind arc now in the hands of the plain people.”

The New York Times, on the day following the signing of the arm is­
tice, November 12, 1318, cynically suggested th a t the agonizing struggle 
had been, after all, “a raw -m aterial w ar.” Such tory-junker argum ents 
are m eant to prepare our minds for the next “raw-m aterial w ar.” Is 
manhood so perverse, is statesm anship  so bankrupt, th a t no means can 
be found for safeguarding the world against a repetition of w ar? Must 
the nations be harnessed to a cruel, despotic m ilitary m achine? I 
would radically rather have 40,000 more independent citizens owning 
homes w orth .510,000 than one Rockefeller nullifying the courts, burning 
his books to concea1 his crim es and trying to bribe his way into heaven 
by contributions. W hat do we gain if one nation is rich if the wealth 
is concentrated in the hands of the few. P residen t Lincoln, in his mes­
sage to congress, said. “As a resu lt of the war, corporations have been 
enthroned and an era of corruption in high places will follow, and the 
money power of the country will endeavor to prolong its reign by work­
ing upon the prejudices of the people until all w ealth is aggregated in a 
few hands and the republic destroyed.” The poet said:

“111 fares the land, to hastening ills a prey 
Where w ealth accum ulates and men decay.”

We believe tha t it is your duty and mine to break the power of rapa­
cious public utility  corporations, greedy big business monopolies and re­
actionary newspapers which now dom inate our civic life. Genuine de­
m ocracy in all public affairs so th a t the expression to the ideals and as­
p irations of the vast arm y of men and women who constitute the 
great m ajority and whose useful labor with hand and brain constitutes 
the only true basis of liberty  and prosperity.

Those gigantic conspiracies called trusts  constitute, in my judgm ent, 
the gravest menace to our free institutions. They control the supply, 
monopolize the product, and dictate the price of the necessities of life. 
They levy tribute, like the robber barons of old, on every person in the 
republic. They blight the poor m an’s home and destroy equal oppor­
tunity. T rusts are like kings. They cannot be trusted.

England, prior to the revolutionary war, prohibited the m anufacture 
in the American colonies. England knew she could dictate the m arket
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price of raw  m a te ria l a t  th e  rece iv ing  end and  of th e  fin ished  p ro d u c t 
a t  th e  o ther. T he tru s ts  a re  doing the sam e th in g  now . In  G od 's 
nam e, w hat w as despo tism  th e n  is despotism  now . C h a tte l s la v e ry  ro b b ed  
th e  colored m an of th e  fru its  of h is to il; i t  le f t h is  food, c lo th in g  a n d  
com forts of life. T ru s ts  today , like th e  feudal b a ro n s on th e  N ile, lev y  
tr ib u te  on all. T hey  know  no race , color or sex. T hey  rob  th e  oil p ro ­
ducer as w ell as th e  oil consum er. The b eef t r u s t  h a s  its  v illa in o u s  
hand  in m otion trom  th e  fa rm e r’s b a rn y ard  to  th e  co n su m er’s tab le .

Jo h n  D. R ockefe ller can p u rch ase  all of o u r n a tio n a l b u ild ings , o u r 
nav ies, foots a ll th e  w ea lth  ow ned by our g o v ern m en t, and  s t il l  h av e  
h u nd reds of m illions of do lla rs  le f t to  subsid ize n ew sp ap ers  an d  buy  
franch ises .

L e t us all ca tch  th e  Iow a sp ir it fo r p rogress. “Iow a. T he  a ffec tio n s of 
h e r  people, like th e  r iv e rs  of h e r  bo rders, flow to  an  in se p a ra b le  u n io n .”

IO W A .

“G rand in h e r  beau ty  w hat ca res  she 
F o r jew eled  cliffs, and  rills  of gold,
F o r sea ts  a long th e  sounding sea,
A nd sto ried  m onum en ts of old?
H er hands a re  s trong , h e r fam e secure ,
H e r p ra ise  on lips w hose p ra ise  is dear,
H e r h e a r t  and  hope and  purpose pure,
And God in all h e r  landscape n e a r .”

L a s t m onth  n early  58,000 Iow ans ga th e red  a t  a p icn ic  in  L os A ngeles , 
all w earing  b u tto n s b ea rin g  th e  sign  of the  w ild rose , Io w a’s s ta te  
flower. Judge G. S. R obinson, fo rm erly  on th e  su p rem e b en ch  of Iow a, 
w as the  speaker. H e rem inded  his v a s t aud ience of th e  g re a t  s ta te  th e y  
had  left, and th a t  m ore th a n  200,000 Iow ans h ad  helped  m ake  C a lifo rn ia  
w hat it  is.

L e t us look upw ard  and  p ress  fo rw ard . W e hope th a t  ou r su c c e s so rs  
w ill honor us by excelling  us. M ay we all co n sec ra te  ou rse lv es to  th a t  
in sp irin g  sen tim en t u tte re d  by P re s id e n t L incoln a t  G e tty sb u rg , “T h a t 
governm en t of, by and  fo r th e  people m ay nev er p e rish  from  th e  e a r th .”

Epps of Wapello moved th a t  the names of the m em bers of the  
Pioneer Law m akers’ Association who partic ipated in th is  m ee t­
ing'be printed in the journal.

Motion prevailed.

The following members were p re s e n t :

Oley Nelson, Slater— Representative Twenty-firs t and  T w e n ty -  
second General Assembly.


