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REMARKS. 

The committee on publication find the repor~ of the extempore 
speeches by the stenographers fa.r from complete, greatly to 
~heir regret. · It was their first attempt to :report the proceed­
ings of a deliberative body, and their services were given with 
out expense to the associl)tion. There are no funds provided 
to pay postage in the distribution of the pamphlets containing 
the rep:>rt of our biennial meetinga, and hence the officers are 
unable to make as general a distribution as they would wish. 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION. 
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ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION. 

On the 28th of February, 1892, the following articles of association were 
adopted by the persons in attendance at the third reunion of the pioneer 
lawmakers of Iowa: 

Name.-The name of this association shall be PIONEER LAWMAKERS' 
AssociATION oF IowA. 

Wbo Eligible to Membersbip.-Its members shall consist of all former 
state officers, including members and officers of territorial and state legis· 
latures, senators and representatives in congress, members of the cabinet 
from Iowa, United States supreme, circuit, and district judges, members 
and officers of constitutional conventions and state boards of education, 
judges and district attorneys-who served twenty-five years prior to each 
biennial reunion. 

Time of Meetiog.-The reunions shall be held at the capital of the state, 
beginning on the second Wednesday of February of the years in which the 
general assembly holds ita regular sessions, unless otherw:Se called by the 
executive committee. . 

O.tlic:us.-The officers shall consist of a president, and one vice-president 
from each congressional district of the state, a secretary and two assist­
ants, and an executive committee composed of three members. 

Election of O.tlicers.-The officers shall be elected on the second day of 
each biennial met.ting and hold their offices two years, or until their suc­
cessors are chosen. 

ltJSugural Address.-The address of the president shall be delivered at 
the opening of each biennial reunion. 

Committee on Publication.-On the morning of the first day of each 
reunion the president shall appoint a committee on publication, whose 
duty it shall be to take charge of all papers read or received at the various 
sessions, including resolutions and letters from absent members, and pre­
serve all records of such meetings. This committee shall, with the assist­
ance of the secretary, prepare the proceedings of each session for publica· 
tion, and supervise the printing and distribution of the same, and mail a 
copy of the proceedings to each member. 

Enrollment ot Members.-At the opening of each session the president 
shall invite all members present to enroll their names, giving their teriDS 
of official service, place of birth, number of years in Iowa, and present 
postoffice address. These stat\stics shall be published with the proceedings. 

Standing Committees.-The president shall at each session appoint a 
committee on statistics, consisting of one from each congressional district, 
whose duty it shall be to prepare a biographichalsketch of such members aa 
may die during the two years intervening between the time of their appoint-
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ment and the next reunion. It shall be the duty of each member of this 
committee to prepare biographical sketches of such members as may die in 
the district in which he resides, all of which shall be reported to the next 
succeeding reunion for publication. 

The following additional committees shall be appointed before the 
adjournment of the forenoon session of the first day of each reunion. 

First.-On nominations for officers, five members. 
&cond.-On resolutions, five members. 
Third.-To visit the governor and convey to him an invitation to attend 

the sessions of the reunion, two members. 
Fo•rtb.-To visit each house of the general assembly and extend to 

them an invitation to meet with the Old Lawmakers, four members, two 
!or each house. 

Executive Co.m.mittee.-It shall be the duty of the executive committee 
to make all necessary arrangements for each successive reunion, and to fill 
all vacancies In offiaes. 

All officers -of this association shall perform t.he duties ordinarily devolv­
ing upon such officers. 

OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR 1897-8. 

Preaident.- Col. John Scott, Nevada. 
Secretary.-B. F. Gue. 
As.istant Secretaries.-J. M. Davis, Frank A. Sherman. 

VIC&·PBBSIDENTS BY DIBTMCTS. 

First.-Gideon S. Bailey, Vernon. 
&cond.-Samuel McNutt, Muacatine. 
Tbird.-F. M. Knoll, Dubuque. 
Fourtb.-*Reuben Noble, McGregor. 
l'iftb -T. S. Parvin, Cedar Rapids. 
Sutb.-Dan Anderson, Albia. 
&nntb -Lewis Todhunter, Indianola. 
Eigbtb.-W. S. Dungan, Chariton. 
Ninth.-L. W. RoBII, Council Blufl's. 
Tentb.-Walter C. Wilson, Webster City. 
E/eventb.-Rodney A. Smith, Spirit Lake. 

•Deceaaed. 
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SIXTH REUNION 

Pioneer Lawmakers' Association, 
OF IOWA. 

Oa Wednesday, February 9, 1898, at LO o'clock A. M. the 
association convened at Plymouth C mgregational church in 
Des Moines, and was called to order by Col. John Scott, presi­
dent. 

Rev. A. L . Frisbie, pastor of the church was called up by 
the president, and offered a prayer. 

A fine solo was given by W. P . Guiberson, a . son of Hon. 
Edwin R. Guiberson, who was a member of the house of rep­
resentatives of the Seventh G~neral Assembly, the first which 
met at the then new capital of the state, which had recently 
been moved from Iowa City to Des Moines. 

ADnRESS BY JUBGE DAY. 

Judge James G. Day delivered the following address of 
welcome to the members in attendance: 

PtoNBEB LA.W.MA.KBBS or Iow&-To me baa been assigned the pleas· 
ant duty of welcoming you to the hospitality of thia metropolis. Intelli­
gently and yvlaely you wrought in the past. By your deTotion to principle, 
by your courage in the discharge of duty, by your loyalty to tbe state of 
your birth or of your adoption, you laid strong and deep and well, the 
foundations of greatneu, upon which those who succeeded you grandly 
bullded, and those haTing charge of the aJ!aira of state, hopefully and 
courageously, are building now. 
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Every honest employment is dignified and honorable, but no employ· 
ment more honorable and dignified can be conceived of than that of pre· 
scribing laws for a great and intelligent commonwealth. 

Where law rules there is harmony, order, happiness. Where law reigns 
not, there is confusion, disaster, despair. 

It was of law that Hooker said: "Her seat is the bosom of God, and 
her voice the harmony of the world: All things in Heaven and earth do 
her homage, the very least as feeling her care and the greatest as not 
exempted from her power." The blotting out of law from the social 
structure would have its parallel only in the "wreck of matter, and crush 
of worlds'' which would follow the destruction of the laws of gravitation 
in the physical universe. 

How wisely you performed your duties as legislators, this magnificent 
state with its two millions of population, leading the van of the entire sis· 
terhood in education and intelligence; with its constantly increasing 
wealth, with its charitable and reformatory institutions, with its school· 
houses, colleges and churches, attests. 

To you it bas been given to see, springing into the full stature of great· 
ness, as if struck by a magician's wand, this vast commonwealth, an 
empire in itself, unsurpassed for the fertility of its soil, the salubrity of 
its climate, the variety of its productions and the courage and patriotism of 
its people. 

You have seen the wild rose and the prairie dower give place to delda 
of bending corn and waving grain. You have seen villages and towns, 
wonderful as the creation of Aladdin'slamp, spring into existence at every 
crossroads and at every railway station. You have aeen the cottage of 
the thrifty farmer rise upon every hillside and in every valley. 

You have seen the inhabitants of remote cities, conversing with as much 
ease and pleasure as if seated by the same fireside You have seen the 
comfortless stage coach painfully traversing roads almost impassable, at a 
rate of from three to dve miles an hour, supplanted by the iron horse, 
ttaversing valley, climbing hillside, leaping river, bearing the commerce of 
eTery clime, and the denizens of every nation, thundering onward with a 
power irresistible and a force that never tires, at the rate of thirty miles 
an hour. You have seen the farmer conducting the operations of hus­
bandry, with ribs of iron and arms of steel. 

Doubtless the time is within the memory of some of you, when the savage 
red man pursued the antelope BoDd the buffalo over prairies where now 
stand cities with their teeming populations Such marvelous progress has 
scarcely a parallel. You have seen this capital city of your state grow 
from a village of less than 3,000 to a city of 68,000. Over the street which 
you traversed on· foot or were borne in boats to your daily legislative 
sessions; seated in a car comfortably warmed, you can now . be borne by 
lightning. 

You have seen that noble structure which crowns your Capitoline hill, the 
creation of your munificence, rise, stone upon stone, arch upon arch, till 
with its gilded dome redecting the first rays of the rising snn, and throw· 
iag back a dood of golden light to meet his declining beams, in the beauty 
of ita symmetry, the grandeur of its appointments, and the magnificence of 
of its strength, it stands the pride of the citizen and the admiration of the 
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stranger, built without any suspicion of peculation or the misappropriation 
of a single dollar. 

And now, full of years, and full of honors, haTing surrendered to 
younger, though not wiser, heads the discharge of the important duties 
which you so faithfully performed, you haTe again made your biennial 
pilgrimage to this legislative city, to extend cordial greetings, to renew 
and cement old friendships and form new ones, and recount your legisla­
tive struggles, defeats and victories. 

And, yet, this happy occasion, with so much of hope and inspiration 
and felicitation, is not without its tinge of sadness. Some faces which we 

. saw with us upon our last meeting, we shall see no more until "we meet 
beyond the river." 

They have rested from their 1 abot:s and haTe gone to the reward of a 
life well lived, and of duty nobly performed. •• The old guard dies," the 
new one arises to take its place. At every biennial reunion, the circle is 
enlarged, and, under your constitution the range of eligibility is widened. 
Old faces disappear, new ones come to take their places, and thus, Phceni:l:· 
like, your organization arises from its own ashes and becomes as immortal 
as the state itself. · 

Nor is your association limited to those who, in the strictest sense, as 
legislators, han participated in the making of laws. Your constitution 
embraces all who, at any time, not less than twenty·flve years prior to auy . 
biennial meet:ng, were connected with the legislative, executive, or judicial 
branches of the goTernment, or with any department of the state. It is 
only when these several departments, distinct in themselTes, move har­
moniously in their appropriate spherf's, assisting and complementing each 
other, that the highest ideal of government is realized. 

Laws, unless enforced by a strong and vigorous executive, soon cease 
to command respect, and become worse than a dead letter, lor nothing is 
more pernicious than familiarity with law, violated with impunity. "Woe 
to thee, 0 land, when thy king is a child!" But no factor is so potent for 
the preservation of order and the maintenance of social security as an 
intelligent, fearless, impartial judiciary. 

If a people should ever become so unfortunate &S to lose con1ldence in 
the just interpretation and impartial administration of its laws through 
its properly constituted jqdicial tribunals, it is read:v for anarchy, with all 
its attendant train of direst evils. When such a condition arises, a Pan· 
dora'P box is opened, from which issue all the ills which aftlict mankind, 
permitting with them the flight of even hope itself. 

The beginner in the study of law is almost always surprised to learn 
that notwithstanding the fact that the legislative department is intrusted 
with the duty of making laws, the acts of the legislature embrace perhaps 
not one-fiftieth part of the laws by which wrongs are redres~ed, and rights 
are enforced. In our own state, whilst the legislative acts in force are 
embraced in one large volume of 2 000 pages, the decisions of the courts; 
construing, interpre1ing and applying them embrace 102 volumes. and the 
principles of the common law are embodied in more than 5,000 volumes 

The mathematician, who has solved the problem in permutation, as to 
how many times seven men can seat themselves differently at the dinner. 
table, when he comes to consider that in a highly organized society the 
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factors instead o:l being seven, are almoet infloi~ will readily understand 
bow innumerable are the cases which are likely to arise, and that eearcely 
any two of them will be e:u.ctly alike. To such an one, the idea of a code, 
providing in advance for every pouible case likely to arise, will appear to 
be the merest chimera. When a new case arlsea the judge, drawing from 
the analogies of the common law, which embodies the wh•dom of ages. and 
is "the perfection of human reason" mu11t apply the proper remedy, or the 
right must remain unenforced, and the injury unredreaeed. 

In the interpretation of laws, the judiciary also performs a moat impor­
tant function. Whilat it may not be trne, as was said by Talleyrand, that 
the proper function of language is to conceal thought&, the fact remains 
that the Imperfection of language is so great that it often fails to expreaa 
with clearness and accuracy, the idea intended. 

But the most important function of the American judge is that of deter­
mining the constitutionality of laws. When the constitution ia invaded, 
when the violent passions of majorities disregard the rights of minorities, 
and when might becomes synonymous with right, it ia then that an 
enlightened, just and fearless judiciary must stand like a wall of adamant 
against which the waves of popular prejudice may beat in vain, and must 
say to the surging passions, "Hitherto shalt thou come but no further, 
and here shall thy proud waves be stayed." 

But I am admonished that I detain you too long. Legislators, govern· 
ora, judges, officers of the various departments of the state, I need not 
assure you that you are welcome. This goodly city, from its 15,000 homes, 
extends the hand of cordial greeting, and bids you welcome. Long may 
you live to enjoy the prosperity, and witness the increasing grandeur of a. 
state which owes eo much to your wisdom and prudence. Ever may this, 
our matchless Iowa, continue the brightest star in the bright constellation 
of states. 

•·san on, 0 ship of state! 
• • • • • • * • • 
We know .what "'aster laid thy keel, 
What workmen wrought thy ribs of steel, 
Who mve each ma~t, and sail, and rope, 
What anvils rang, what hammers bS~<t, 
In what a forge and what a heat, 
Were shaped the anchors of thy hove." 

And now, pioneer master workmen, makers of keel, and mast and sail, 
and anchor to bold in safety when storms arise and tempeats beat, with 
gratitude for the past, and with faith in the future, we again bid you 
welcome, thrice welcome .. 

Bon. John F. Duncom?e, of Fort DJdge, responded on 
behalf of the members as followe;: 

A moment ago Colonel Scott informed me that I would be called on to 
apeak. I suggested that Colonel Scott would respond as chairman, but I 
have no objections and 1 feel honored with the opportunity of saying, in 
response to the welcome address made by Judge Day here to us, that the 
people of Dee Moines have been, within my knowledge, from the time 
there were less than a thousand people here in this city, and it has been 
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my privilege to meet with them always year after year from that time to 
the present moment, and when, aa president of this aaaoeiatlon at the 
original meeting, I was called upon to addreaa the people that were present 
at our lawmakers' aaaociation, I was delighted with the opportunity of 
saying, that in all my experience 1 have never met with a more kind, 
sociable people than those of our capital city. I have been conaoioua of 
their kindneaa on the many times and places that I have met with them, 
and while it is thirty-eight years ago, and a little over, when I drat came 
here to help make the laws for the state of Iowa (the beat state in the 
world, in my opinion), I, together with other members of the legislature, 
have been welcomed and honored by the people of this city of which we 
are all so proud. 

I happened to be in the legislature at the time our capitol was started, 
and I bad the opportunity of seeing it grow, and of seeing these great 
railroads center here in your beautiful city. It baa been my privilege to 
travel in every state in the union, and I say to-day, without fear of auc· 
ceaaful contradiction, that the people of Iowa, of whom the inhabitants of 
Des Moines are good representatives, are unsurpaaaed by any people on 
the face of the earth. Thet have nobleness of character, are true and 
honest, and have progressive ideas, and while it has been my privilege to 
travel a part of every summer, I never returned to glorious Iowa and to 
her beautiful citie9, and to her noble people without feeling thankful to 
God Almighty that my lot is cast in the beat country in the world. 

I desire to extend the kindliest and best feelings from the hearts of 
these old pioneer lawmakers for your acta and your kindness and your 
moat tll.ithfull\nd generous hoapitali~y to the people that assemble here 
together, and on behalf of one and all, I most sincerely thank you. 

Col. John Scott, the prasideat, then delivered tbe following 
address: 

MBMBSB8 OP TIIB PIONJ:BR LA.W.IU.KJ:B8' AsSOOIA.TION-1 extend you 
moat kind and tender greetings. On this aizth session of our aaaociation 
we come together to again renew our personal and social relations. The 
paning years make mellow the landscape of the past, and backward glances 
diaoloae only the beauties of a picture pleasant to our memorif's. All 
asperities are softened; all emulations and jealousies are as though they 
had never been. We now see more brightly than ever the lights of the 
painting, while the shadows intereperaed but render the scene more inspir· 
ing. As the years paaa there comes to those of this aasociation a new sense 
ia the inscription upon Iowa's contribution to the monument to the memory 
of Washington, a personal as well as political aignidcance, as hand clasps 
hand, and as face answers to face, and we say: " Iowa, the affections of 
her people, like the rivera of her borders, ftow to an inseparable unioo." 

Responsive to the words of welcome which we have just heard from the 
lips of our eminent brother who represents the judiciary, I might say that 
there is no part of the prosperity and growth of Iowa that appeals more 
directly to our sense of pleasure and pride than does that which is exempli· 
fted in the progreu and wealth of tu capital city. It is but natural that 
lbe aho•ld attract to herself as cit.bena many whose drat knowledge of her 
excellencies has come from those services to the commonwealt.h which have 
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made them members of this aSBociation. And thus we find ourselves in a 
certain sense the guests as well as the &BBociates of our comrades of the 
olden time. To say that this adds to our pleasure on such occasions, and 
that these hospitalities are for this rt>ason doubly welcome, is but a cold 
expression for that which we 80 warmly feel. It is fortunate for us all, 
bot b. hosts and guests, and I feel that I may speak for both, that the quality 
of hospitality, like that of mercy, is not strained, but" blesseth him that 
gives, and him that takes." · 

I hope I may be pardoned for some words of congratulation extended to 
these gentlemen, and to their fellow citizens, not only upon what has been 
achieved in the building of such a city as this during the lifetime of those 
who laid the foundations, and who have builded 80 wisely and so well, the 
material city, as well as her civil, commercial and social institutions; but 
also on the unmistakable future of this capital city of this great midland 
commonwealth. And I truly believe that as in the past we failed to fore­
see what of prosperity has been already achieved, so now, we can but 
feebly imagine the grandt>ur and glory of the future. ls it not a boon to 
have lived In the century now closing, and to have been permitted to lay 
onr hands to the upbuilding of this American empire? 

And may I not add that I also truly believe that the history of this com­
monwealth will show that not elsewhere has the beautiful theQry of gov­
ernment of the people, by the people, for the people, been more B&Credly 
carried out? Our system was organized for the protection of the weak 
against the strong, and for the security of all. In its practical operation 
it has crt>ated and fostered great charities that care for the helpless. It 
has lavi~hed immense Rums on the education and training of those who are 
now and will be in the future the support of the state. It has protected 
without fear, favor or partiality, the entire population in the absolute pos­
session of the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; and in the 
yet brief history of but half a century there has been no scandal, no stain 
upon the escutcheon of the state. 

It is a pleasure to announce that since our last session the general 
assembly has recognized our aSBociation by providing for the publication 
of the papers and discuBSions with which we may be favored. This should 
give permanence and incrt>ased usefulness to our organization, enablinll' us 
to carry out its purposes and make its records a not unimportant part of 
the history of Iowa All can now feel encouraged to contribute interest­
ing facts to the general fund from which hist.ory is culled, and thus obey 
the injunction to gather up the fragments, that nothing may be lost. 

If this fact were fully appreciated by our'mt>mbership it would result in 
contributions to our files of many important memoranda of value as a col­
lection, but which. scattered and wasting, are mere rubbish for the bon­
fire or dust-heap. For such accumulations there should be a safe repository. 
This will no doubt eventually be found in the archives of the memorial 
hall that is soon to be built and to the purposes of that hall this associa­
tion will doubtless be an t-:fficient ht:lper. One can thus see poSBibilitiea 
for our association that were not fully appreciated, perhaps, at its first 
inception. 

Within the past two years our ranks have been invaded by the "reaper 
whose name is death." Perhaps in some cases, our membership being·. 
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widely scattered and our organization of recent date, deaths may not have 
been reported. More attention will be given in the future, no doubt, to 
the communication of such facts to the officers of the asaociation . It 
should be, and is, one of our purposes to note upon our records some of the 
aalient events in the lives, and also the personal characteristics, of those 
whose names at'e borne upon the executive, legislative and judicial rolls of 
the state. 

Among the deaths which have been reported since our last meeting is 
that of Judge Reuben Noble, vice·preeident for the Fourth district. The 
executive committee bas invited his friend and neigb.bor, Col Alonzo 
Abernethy, to present a memorial sketch of his life and services, at this 
session. 

Colonel Abernethy will also perform a like duty to the memories of 
Judge Murdock and Lieutenant-Governor Bullis. 

Governor Carpenter will present memorial sketches of Judge Whiting, 
Judge Pendleton and Hon George W. Bassett. 

Bon. John M. Davie V\'ill present a memorial sketch of Bon. Elijah 
Sells. 

Bon. Samuel McNutt will present a memorial sketch of Bon. N. A. 
Merrill. 

Bon. J. M. Shaffer will present a memorial sketch of Bon D F Miller 
and Bon. William Thompson. 

Governor Gue will also present a tribute to the memory of our late 
president, Judge Wright, whose greatly lamented death occurred but a 
short time previous to the session two years ago 

It is desired that on the presentation of these papers members of the 
asaociation and invited guests shall contribute to the interest of the occa· 
aion by appropriate remarks. 

My correspondence in the interests of the association has brought 
adviet-s from a number of our members whose engagements forbid their 
attendance at this session. They have uniformly extended regrets a-nd 
kind wishes. Others, of sel'vice dating far back, plead delicate health and 
the impairment of faculties and strength. Ron. Harvey J. Skiff, of Jas­
per county, and Ron. Gideon 8. Bailey, of Van Buren county, have almost 
completely lost the sense of hearing. Those of us not so unfortunate muat 
extend to t.hem our sincet'e sympathy. 

Dr. Bailey was a member of the first four territorial legislative assem­
blies, the first meeting being in 1838. He was also a member of the first 
constitutional convention, in 18441 and of the senate of the Seventh and 
Eighth General Assemblies of the state. At the age of four score and nine 
years, with a record of public service dating back sixty years, he awaits 
the final summons in his first Iowa home. It is a record perhaps not sur­
passed. 

I beg to tender thanks for the honor of being called to preside over 
your deliberations, and to my successor in this chair congratulations upon 
the increasing dignity and broader scope of usefulness that is presented 
for the years to come. 

Oa motion of Judge P. M. Casady, Mr. E. D. Hadley was 
elected to an honorary member.ship in the association. 
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On motion of Gov. W. S. Dungan, Hon. B. F. Clayton, 
of Warren county, was elected to a'l honorary membership. 

Tne Presidem Jonnounced the followiog committees: 

Committee oa Publicatioa.-Hon. John M. Davia, Hon. E. M. Stedman. 
Committee oa Nomiaatioa of Ofli«rs.-Maj. R D Kellogg, Ron. F . M. 

Knoll, Bon. George W. Bemis, Bon. Samuel McNutt, Judge P. M. Casady. 
Committee to visit the Governor.-Hon. F. M. Knoll. Hon. A. B. F. 

Hildreth. 
Committee to visit tbe Senate. -Col. Warren S. Dungan, Col. S. A Moore. 
Committee to visit tbe House of Representatives.-Hon Peter Melendy, 

Hon. E . M. Stedman. 
Committee oa Resolutioas.-Hon. L. W. Ross, Judge Cheater C Cole, 

Hon. L. L. Ainsworth, Hon .• John F . Duncombe, Dr. J . D. Wright. 

Colonel S ~ott said: 

We have nearly an hour for the transaction of business and for visiting, 
according to which may be t be pleasure of the association. I would, myself, 
be very glad to take gentlemen by the hand and look into their faces 
as opportunity may o:ffer, and at the same time any gentleman having 
business to prt>sent will be recognized by the chair; 

Senator Ain•worth: 

MR. PRESIDENT-My voice ba'3 changed some since I was Senator Ains­
worth, and at the same time all of us who were here together have changed 
since 1860. 

I desire to say, gentlemen, that it is no time for any extended remarks, 
but there is one thing Judge Day referred to in connection with th~ Iowa 
legislature, the old pioneer lawmakers, the present lawmakers and the 
officers of our state. and it is this that none of these lawmakers ever dis­
graced themselves. They have sat as legislators of every territorial and 
state legislature from 1838 There are men living in the state who were 
members of the first territorial legislature; there are men who have known 
the members of the legislature from that time to the present, and be it 
said, and to the credit of all of them, that there is not a man with memory 
long enough, there is not a man with memory strong enough to recall a 
name among them all who was ever accused of bribery or corruption. 
Can any other state say the same thing? 1 think not. 1 want to say to 
you, old lawmakers, that I am very glad to meet vou. 

Hon. L . W. Ross said: 
1 did not think, Mr. Chairman, that I could come here on this occasion, 

but when I read the names of the committee on reception, recalling as I 
did all but one member, I felt as though I would like to take these men by 
the hand. 

Now, I do not want to take up time, but I should like to see as many of 
the old lawmakers as possible and take them by the hand. Among that 
class, however, I am almost alone. Many who were members of the Tenth 
and Elevtnth General Assemblie11 have long since passed away, and as I 
look around 1 tlnd that I am not only alone, but I begin to feel lonely. 
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A friend of mine met me on the atreet the other day and aa we stood 
looking at some "kida" enjoying a sleigh-ride be aaked me if I would not 
like to be a kid again. I said, "no, I don't know that I would." I have 
done my work and when my time comes I shall be ready to pasa out with· 
out many regrets. 

I want to subscribe to what Senator Ainsworth said. I believe that no 
legislature in this state baa ever disgraced itself, and I think, upon 
the whole, our legislatures have been as pure as the purest in this world, 
and I am thankful for it. I believe that I never heard of any having to 
spend time in the "pen;" the personal history is clean, and as I go baek to 
1864-66 and look over 111y brethren, I think they were all good and true 
men. We did not wear store clothes in those days, we did not wear plug 
hats, we were plain, unpretending gentlemen, but the Tenth and Eleventh 
General Assemblies did good work and left a record of which I, for one, 
am not ashamed 

Lieutenant· Governor Duo gao. being ca.liP.d upon, said: 

I was engaged in trying to make my mark here and did not bear you. 
I left home this morning a little after 6 o'clock on a slow train. Only got 
here a few moments ago and did not hear the opening exercises. It being 
so late, I thought if I could register I would take the opportunity to do so. 

I can only say I would rather hear others speak. It does me good to 
look into your faces. It is a great pleasure There are reasons why my 
presence at home was very important these three days. but I said: "This 
is the meeting I must attE-nd," and it does me a great deal of good to be 
here. I hope we will have a good social tim!:! and let the old memories 
come back to us, and I take great pleasure ill the personal intercourse of 
these old pioneer lawmakers. I thank you. 

Dr. Yeomans said: 

MB. PREsiDENT-The meetings of this association bring forth very 
many pleasant memories. I am sure it is a very great pleasur., to be here 
Otherwise, I certainly should not have made the trip from Chicago here 
for the purpose of attendinj!'. I have felt repaid already, although they 
talk of our voices having lost their melody, which Is no doubt trut!, yet I 
like to hear from these old comrades of early times. 

Judge Day spoke of the wonderful changes that have occurred in this 
country. I think it can only he appreciated by those who have been here 
from the beginning. I crosl!lt'd the Mississippi river at Ft Madison and 
came to Iowa in 1837, and have bet>n here ever since I did all my voting 
in this state and have watched its progress step by step. But, it is 
wonderful, as Judge Day says; and I sometimes fear that as we come up 
to our biennial meeting and such pleasant compliments are showered upon 
us, that we may forget other important factors concerned in the progress 
of Iowa. We did not tio it all, we did not make Iowa. We performed our 
part in the position in which we were plaood. We have done our part, 
perhaps, and it is gratifying to know that our successors appreciate the 
work WI:! have done and are satisfied therewith. 

I am glad to greet these old pioneer lawmakers. I do not know that 
I can be with you again; seventy-six yeara is pretty well along in the 
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journey of life and I begin to feel some of the infirmities of age, but if 
nothing prevents I shall certainly be with you again. I thank you. 

The committee from the hou~e of representa.tives was here 
announced, who said: 

We have the privilege of extending to the honorable pioneer law· 
makers a cordial invitation to visit the house of representatives at the 
convenience and pleasure of this body. 

Lieutenant-Governor Dungan, said: 

I take the responsibility, as their representative, of extending the 
thanks of the association to the general assembly for the honor which 
they have conferred upon us in this invitation, and would most cordially 
and earnestly request that t.he members of the committee, who bring us 
this pleasant message, will come forward and consider themselves at 
home in this association, an association to which we trust the years will be 
vouched them in the future that they will come as a matter of right 
and not of courtesy. 

On motion of Maj. R. D. Kellog~, the invit "tion was 
accepted, and Friday afternoon aG 2 o'clock, fixed as the time 
for sucll meeting. 

Hun. A. B. F. Hildreth was c!ill.ed out, who responded as 
follows: 

I am surprised to be called upon at this time to offer remarks. I have 
nothing prepared to say; did not expect to be called upon to speak, but 
perhaps I shall occupy a moment or two. 

There is no meeting, perhaps, that !look forward to with more pleas­
ure and satisfaction to myself, than attending this meeting of the old pio· 
neer lawmll.ktlrs. [ am not very wel111.cquainted with the members, how· 
ever. I am confined somewhat at home attending to the duties of life, and 
my acquaintance is rather limited, but I enjoy, and always do, the meet· 
ings of the pioneer lawmakers. I hope that we are all in the enjoyment 
of good health. I hope to be able to hear something of the achievements 
of these men in the days passed by. 

I accomplished but little as member of the legislature. The Tenth 
Assembly was a memorable assembly to my mind. 

I hope you will expect nothing more from me; but lflt me repeat, before 
I take my seat, I am glad to be here to-day. I hope you are all in the 
enjoyment of good health. I thank you. 

An invitation to the members of the association to attend a 
reception at the residence of Maj. Hoyt Sherman this evening, 
was ~hen aunounc€d by the president. 

Brief remarks were made by Hon. J. H. Po...:ers of Chicka· 
saw and Dr Dashiell of Warren, aftE>r which Governor Shaw 
was introduced by Hon. Isaac Brandt. Thl:l governor said: 
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MR. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN-I came in because I would not be able 
to attend the reception tendered your body and because I wanted to look 
into your faces and thank you for some of the things you have done. 

I was diverted as I sat down here. A gentleman stepped up to me and 
asked me who I was and where I lived. I told him my name was Shaw 
and that I lived in the city. He jlave me his card and told me he was a 
candidate for alderman, but I will not divulge his name. 

It only goes to prove that I am about the same size and look about like 
other men, and made of the same kind Qf clay, and am notal ways recognized 
and do not always recognize those that I ought to; so that things are even 
in that regard. 

I want to thank you because I realize that much of the growth of the 
st&te is due to you. I realize something of the hardships through which 
you passed. I was much interested in the remarks ·that were being made 
as I came in. It recalls even now what I s~~ow, coming as I did in 1869, but 
nothing compared to what some of you saw. I want to thank you for the 
good laws that were passed under your supervision, and I feel like thank· 
ing you also for having vetoed so many laws, but I fancy that if all bills 
h&d passed that were introduced, we would scarcely know the good. I 
judge this because of the fact that always there are attempts to modify 
nearly every law and I presume you had the same experience. 

Happy, prosperous Iowa owes much of her growth and prosperity to 
you and to tb.ose who were associated with you in the work of the legis­
lature. There are men iu Iowa who are willing to make any sacrifice for 
the sake of their beloved state, and we have learned to love her as dearly 
&8 if we bad been born this side of the Mississippi. 

I thank you for the privilege of looking into your face!l. 

Gov. B. F. Gue there11pon moved that Governor Shaw be 
made an honorary member of the association. 

Hon. L. L. Ainsworth moved to amend by including allother 
governors of the state. 

The motion a.s amended was ca;rried without opposition. 
The association ~hen adjourned until 2 o'clock in the after· 

noon. 
After adjournment Governor Shaw, by invitation, remained 

for a. short time for a general introduction and handshaking 
with the members. 

The Capital City Commercial college of De~ Moines, kindly 
furnished two stenogrr.phers to reporttheremarks or members 
made extemporaneously. They are Mrs. Sarah G. F.rench a.nd 
Miss Jennie Ruecker. 

2 
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FIRST DAY'S SESSION. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 

Pursuant to adjournment the Pioneer Lawmakers' associa­
tion convened a.t ~o'clock P. M. and wa.s called to order by the 
president. 

Music-A solo by Miss Bessie Coddington, entitled, "Only 
a Rosebud," with pia.no accompaniment by Miss Gra.ce Johnson. 

Hon. E. H. Stiles, formerly of Iowa. but now living at 
Kansas City, was introduced and read the following very inter­
esting paper: 

A GLIMPSE OF THE PERSONNEL OF THE HOUSE OF 1864 AND 
SENATE OF 1866. 

BY HON. BDW.A.BD B. 8TILB8. 

[Senator Btllee, now of Kansas Olty, was for many yeal'8 a prominent oltlzen and 
publlc ofllclal of Iowa. Be served In the house and senate, and was for many years 
reporter of the supreme court.] 

"Speak of me as I am; nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in 
malice.'' 

Lord John Campbell, in his "Lives of the Lord Chancellors of England," 
displayed the unhappy faculty of smirching in some way every one of his 
subjects before finally dismissing them; whereupon Sir Charles Wetherell, 
while speaking on a certain occasion and desiring to address himself to 
Lord Campbell, turned toward that nobleman and said: " And here is my 
biographical friend who bas added a new terror to death." 

The bouse of representatives of · the Tenth General Assembly convened 
on the 11th of January, 1864, in the somewhat wind·shaken building which 
had been prepared and used temporarily for state and legislative purposes. 
It was organized by the selection of Jacob Butler of Muscatine as speaker, 
and Jacob Rich of Buchanan county as chief clerk. 

William M. Stone was the 'newly elect~d governor, and James Wright 
was secretary of state; Jonathan W. Cattell, auditor of state; William H. 
Holmes, treasurer of state; Josiah A. Harvey, register of the state land 
ofllce; N. B. Baker, adjutant-general, and Charles C. Nourse, attorney­
general. 

It would be beyond the scope of my subject to say much regarding 
these men. I cannot, however, refrain from referring briedy to Governor 
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Stone. It is fitting that his memory should be perpetuated in the proceed· 
inga of this reunion. The latter portion of his life, by reason of poor 
health and disappointment, was not as happily circumstanced as we would 
have wished. 

In many respects he was a remarkable man. With but few aida he had 
fought his way up from obscurity and poverty to a position of distinction. 
He was very tall, his presence commanding, and his confidence in himself 
supreme. His education had not been a liberal one, but he could both 
speak and write with elegance. Upon the hustings he was one of the moat 
effective political orators that the state has ever had. 

In his personal and familiar bearings he was lacking in a sense of 
dignity properly incident to one occupying his position. He was sometimes 
not only" rude of speech," but a little unseemly. He was a wonderful 
story-teller; the stories were sometimes very broad, and told without a 
proper regard to the character of his audience. But on the platform 
addressing a vast political audience, his bearing became lofty, his attitudes 
graceful, his utteranceS, propelled by a powerful voice and well measured 
in good English, stirring and effective. · 

On the rostrum he talked in much the same style as he wrote. The fol· 
lowing is a quotation from his inaugural to that general assembly: 

" For nearly three years this deplorable war, inaugurated by the m•d 
ambition and treason of southern men, has progressed with ita varied 
results. Though disaster baa sometimes overtaken our advancing columns, 
the triumphs which have crowned their heroic efforts, in the glorious cause 
of the country, have far outweighed all the reverses they have sustained, 
We have penetrated the insurgent country from almost every point, by 
land and sea, and rescued from their grasp the moat productive and popu· 
lous states of the south. To-day the ancieutdag of the union iloata tri· 
umphantly over the soil of every rebel stat.e and waves again from the 
battered walls of Sumter. 

"The rebel armies, defeated and demoralized, are being rapidly driven 
to a cummon center; their currency worthless and their credit gone; their 
pretended jurisdiction reduced to nearly one·third of ita original limits, 
and a surplus population crowded within them to subsist upon their 
meagre harvests; impending death or exile to the leaders, ruined fortunes 
and desolated homes to the unwilling masses-this is the end of treason 
and the doom of traitors. 

"There is no longer middle ground where loyal men can stand and ilnd 
refuge from the stern and positive obligations of the hour. The times are 
fraught with mighty events, involving the welfare of the present and 
future generations and impose the most solemn duties upon every patriot 
in the land. It is not the mere dominion of a political party, nor territory, 
nor empire, but liberty, and the eternal principles of natural justice, born 
of God apd under him established on this continent by our fathers, which 
are staked upon the ias.uea of the struggle. 

"It needs no words of mine to show that the vigorous and successful 
proJ!8cution of this war ia life to the republic, while to hesitate for a sin· 
gle hour, upon any pretext whatever, or stop short of the unconditional 
recognition of the federal authority by all the revolted states would be but 
a hollow truce and 'Cleath to our nationality. 
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"Great and holy interests are involved in the contest. There is no 
longer any hope of their preservation by the ordinary modes of adjust­
ment. They are, therefore, to be saved or lost by the arbitrament of bat­
tle. In the terrible ordeal through which we are passing, many old con· 
ditions are likely to be rejected and some things which have ~n, may 
not be again, but the patriotic heart may tlnd reasons for ita faith, that all 
such as are good and substantial will be retained and consecrated in the 
new life of the nation. Let us hope that enemies in the disguise of friends 
will never again occupy the high places of power; that the people's treas­
ury will not again be robbed by official hands; their arms, their arsenals 
and fortifications turned against their own government; that the blighting 
curse of human slavery will no longer receive protection by the statutes of 
the land, nor ezist in any form under the national tl.al!', and that traitors 
may never again sit in the council chambers of the nation, nor plot their 
treason beneath the dome of ita capitol. Let us pray to a righteous God 
that such scenes may never stain the coming annals of the republic, and 
if need be that the havoc of bloody, desolating war may abate not until 
the day of regeneration shall come.'' 

Again, in speaking of the emancipation proclamation and the events 
which led up to and justified it: 

"The period at length arrived when, to insure success to 01ar arms and 
make the overthrow of the rebellion a speedy and certain event, an e:f!ec· 
tual blow at this formidable element of rebel power was imperatively 
demanded. Our authority over the subject was broad and ample and the 
necessity for the step no longer doubtful Why hesitate to terminate the 
war and save the union by losing slavery? It became obvious that amid 
the throes of this mighty revolution, one or the other must go down. The 
union and slavery cannot both be saved from the wreck, for the same 
power which rescues the one must inevitably crush the other. Which ia 
the more valuable for preservation? After all ita manifold crimes against 
liberty and humanity, against God and his holy laws, what claim baa 
slavery upon this government for protection and perpetuity? To this 
reckoning had the nation come on the 1st day of January, 1863. 

"I thank Almighty God that at this momentous juncture we had a man 
at the helm of this government who fully realized the situation and pos· 
sessed the sublime courage to perform his duty and place the 11eal of con· 
demnation irrevocably and forever upon this convicted criminal of man­
kind. The deed is done; the righteous judgment has been pronounced, and 
from his honest heart the author tells us 'it cannot be retracted. • No 
earthly power can send back to slavery 3,000,000 of freedmen, for between 
them and such power stand more than 20,000,000 of other men to defend 
the broad seal which that prnclamation bears. 

"In its diminished and attenuated form, slavery still lingers; but it ia 
robed in the habiliments of the grave, waiting only for the righte of 
sepulchre. • 

The victim of a morbid and treasonable ambition, slavery, has been 
murdered in the house of ita friends. Upon them, not us, the responsibility 
of ita death must ever rest. The union as it was, the people of the north 
were willing to maintain and abide by, but aa the south has determined 
otherwise, it is our duty now to insist upon the union as it should be, and 
as our fathers intended it." 
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What was thought of it at the time was shown by the following resolu­
\ion passed by the house, introduced by W. J. Moir, now an honored mem­
ber of your association: 

Resolved by tbe House of Repn~ntatives, That in the inaugural address 
of Gov. William M Stone, delivered to the general assembly of the state of 
Iowa, on the 14th day of January, 1864, we recognize an able, an eloquent, 
patriotic and statesman-like document, second to none ever presented to a 
state legislature." 

The war did not end, however, as soon as anticipated, for the surrender 
at Appomattox was not reached until April of the following year. 

At the age of 29 he had become so potential as to secure the nomination 
and election for district jud~re. While holding a term of his court in Wash­
ington county, the news came of the firing on Fort Sumter He immedi­
ately adjourned his court, declaring that his country had a higher call upon 
him as a soldier in her defense. He at once organized a company for the 
Third infantry and entered the struggle. He was subsequently p,.omoted 
to major of the regiment. 

At the bloody battle of Blue Mills Landing, where our forces were 
pitted against more than four times their number, and led with a courage 
that was sublime by Lieut.-Col. John Scott, afterwards the distinguished 
colonel of the Thirty-second Iowa, Major Stone was wounded and at that 
of Shiloh was taken prisoner and confined for a while in a rebel prison. 
On his exchange he engaged in raising the Twenty-second regiment and 
became its colonel. He distinguished himself for gallantry in several bat­
tles, and in the attack on Vicksburg was again severely wounded. Coming 
home on a furlough, seemingly to await the healing of his shattered arm, 
he arrived there as the republican state convention of 1863 was about to 
meet. 

There had been but two gubernatorial candidates in the field-Fitz 
Henry Warren and Elijah Sells. 

It was generally conceded that Warren would receive the nomination 
overwhelmingly and that he ought to so receive it by reason of his eminent 
ability and services. It was thought that the office of the convention in 
naming Warren as its candidate would be little more than perfunctory, 
but when it was learned that Stone's name had been brought forward, the 
matter assumed a diflerent look, and when the hero himself walked down 
the aisle of the convention with his wounded arm in a sling he waa greeted 
with uproarious applause. The feeling became infectious and his nomina• 
tion was made in a whirlwind. He was then the most rising man in the 
state. 

At the end of his first term as governor, be was renominated and again 
elected. At the close of his administration he returned to the practice of 
his profession; but his brain bad become so filled with political thoughts 
and aspirations as to seriously interfere with his professional success. He 
sought the nomination for congress in his district and had aspirations for 
the United States senate, but his rapid advancement and control had made 
enemies whose opposition conspired with other causes in the accomplish­
ment of his defeat. He removed to Colorado. He commenced the practice 
of his profession in Pueblo and engage-:1 in some important mining proj­
ects there. In the end this failed, and he returned to Iowa, considerably 
broken in health and spirits by his ill fortune. During the administration 
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of President Harrison he was appointed assistant commissioner of the 
general land office, and upon the resignation of the commissioner-in-chief, 
he was nominated and confirmed in his stead. 

I saw him in Washington about this time. He had been seriously ill, 
but had so far recovered as to resume the duties of his office. Be seemed 
cheerful and colffident that his recovery was permanent, but I could 
plainly see thai the hand of death was upon him He did not survive long 
after the close of the administration. Why it was that this star that had 
so b.rilliantly burst upon the political heavens so soon waned to its setting, 
various reasons have been ascribed, not necessary to consider here 

The house of 1864 was composed of ninety-two members, and while 
there were no distinctively great men in it, taken as a whole it was a 
strong body. It is true there was now and then a little buncombe 
indulged in on the part of fervid members who were occasionally in favor 
of hanging, by resolution, Jeff Davis without any further delay; exter­
minating at once all the rebels without the benefit of clergy, and ending 
the war right then and there on the floor of the house; and one member 
sought to revive a section of the Connecticut blue laws by introducing a 
bill making swearing a criminal offense. It might just as well have been 
introduced in the • Army in Flanders.'' whose soldiers achieved historical . 
reputation for much swearing. Nevertheless, it was, in its legislative 
functions, a highly practical body. It had the happy tendency to 
restrain rather than to enlarge legisiation. The laws passed by it will 
compare favorably with those of any other assembly in the history of the 
state. 

I cannot now mention the difft~reut important measures that were 
passed. One of them was for the relief of soldiers in continuing cases that 
had been commenced against them, while they remained in the field. 
Another prohibited the sale of their property so long as the.v remained in 
the service and until four months after the close of the war. Another was 
a bill to relieve Gen. James A. Williamson and some others from cer­
tain liabilities to the state in consideration of their coDl•eying to it of the 
temporary capitol building and grounds. Williamson was a royal good 
fellow whom everybody liked, and as a soldier and officer had covered 
himself with glory by his conspicuous bravery and services on the field. 
He was large, and ordinarily phlegmatic and docile, but in battle he was 
said to have been a very fury. It is ha.rdly necessary to say that the bill 
passed. In Grant's second administration, he became commissioner 
of the general land office, and at its close, attorney and counsellor for the 
Atlantic and Pacific Railroad company, with headquarters at Albuquerque. 
While there, a heavy con tractor in the construction of some part of the road 
had forfeited his rights under the construction contract. If ~he contract 
were to be strictly enforced, his sacrifice would be great. At this juncture 
General Williamson, by his influence and authority, averted the disaster 
and restored the man to his lost rights. Upon this man's death a few 
years after, it waa found on reading his will, that in recognition of Gen­
eral Williamson's kindness, he had left almost his entire fortune to him, 
Talued, as I was informed at Albuquerque, at from 875,000 to 81001000. 
Who shall say in the face of this that the Damon's and Pythias' are all 
dead, or that generous sentiments have become extinct? 
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Another for the relief of the settlers on the Des Moines river lands, and 
whose rights and titles had become seriously vexed by the dl:trerent con­
structions which bad been placed upon the grant as to its extent. Another 
for the increase of the judges of the supreme court of the state. An addi" 
tional judge was added and Chester C. Cole was appointed to fill the oftlce 
until the next general election,. at which, having been previously nomi· 
nated by the republican convention, he was elected, and continued to be 
so nominated and elected for a period of some fourt~en years. Judge Cole 
had already achieved high distinction as one of the brightest and ablest 
lawyers in the nort.hwest~ and the great ability he displayed on the bench 
fully sustained his previous reputation. His opinions, which help to adorn 
the Iowa reports of that period vvere always vigorous, clean cut and tren­
chant. The entire bench was .very strong at the time of his appointment, 
But one of its members survives, John F . Dillon, now of New York, who 
would by a majority of the American bar undoubtedly be named as the 
most deeply learned and widely accomplished lawyer in the United States. 
To his distinction as a lawyer he has added that of an author, in his work 
on " Municipal Corporations," one of the chef d'ouvres of legal literature. 

I cannot refrain from mentioning another son of Iowa whose career has 
shed lustre on her name; who was a member of the previous general 
aSBembly, and now one of the great men of the nation-Henry C Caldwell, 
as pure, able and fearleSB a judge as ever adorned the bench of any country 
or time. 

Looking back through a distance of nearly forty years, it is not to be 
expected that I should be able to remember or delineate all of my aaso· 
ciates, and I oan only refer to those who occur to my memory. 

The speaker of the house, Jacob Butler, of Muscatine, was a person of 
very strongly marked individuality He was among the early lawyers of 
Muscatine. His name first 1!-ppeared in the Iowa reports as counsel for 
defendant in the case of Woodward v. Gregg, decided at the June term, 
18511 and reported in 3d Greene, which would indicate that be had btlen in 
practice there for some time before that. He was a man of decided 
ability and high character, but of the most irrepressible disposition. He 
was extremely irascible, rather inclined to be aristocratic, haughty, dicta­
torial, and could brook no opposition to what he thought ought to go 
ahead. Prompted by this characteristic, be would frequently resign the 
gavel to some other member, descend from the speaker's stand, walk about 
half way up the aisle, face about, and address himself to the subject with 
a vigor of voice, manner and gesticulation that left no doubt of his earnest­
ness. He could throw himself into a tempest quicker than any man I have 
ever seen. He was a radical of the first order; a fierce hater of slavery; 
was denominated an abolitionist, and had he livP.d in Boston would have 
been a worthy and efficient coadjutor of Phillips and Garrison 

The following circumstance will illustrate the confidence he had in his 
ability to impress himself on other men. 

Some years after we had separated at the close of the session, I walked 
into the Chicago depot to take a train homeward. I casually noticed a gen­
teely dressed man and a fine looking woman with several children; he 
seemed to be nervous, frequently rising up and walking about and sitting 
down again. Looking more closely as he walked in my direction I saw it 
was Butler and stepped forward to greet him. "You are just the man I 
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want to see," said he, "have you got a·ny money?" 11 A little," I replied. 
''I would like to borrow 810," said he. "I have my railroad tickets, but 
we are tired and want sleepers and I have no money." Of course I gladly 
let him have the money. He then gave me this explanation of his penni­
leu condition: he had been visitingseasideresorta with his family; the last 
one was the beautiful town of Stamford, on the Sound. The amount of his 
hotel bill, when he came to go, obliged him to recuperate his funds to get 
home on; this he put off to the last moment, and directed the driver on the 
way to the depot to atop at the National bank of Stamford, which he did, 
and Butler went in, called for a blank draft, made it on the First National 
bank of Muscatine, handed it to the cashier with the statement that he was 
an officer and director of the bank, and desired him to cash the draft. 
Instead of rushing to do so the cashier looked at him out of the corner of 
his eye significantly and said, "Oh, that is too old a trick to be played in 
this part of the country." He positively refused to let him have any money 
until Butler had angrily thrown down his heavy gold watc.h and chain as 
security for a sum much less than he wanted, and of which every dollar 
had been spent wht>n he reached Chicago. He quit the practice to engage 
in banking, became wealthy, removed to Chicago to engage in the same 
business on a larger acalt>, met reverses that wrecked his fortune and 
caused him to die under unhappy conditions. He was a good man and true. 
Peace be to his asheR. 

William Hale of Glenwood, though a very young, was a very useful, 
member He was devoted to the interests of his constituents and· was a 
leader in every measure dt>aigned to relieve or benefit them. He worked 
with an ardor that made him conspicuous. He became infiuential in 
politics, was moat favorably mentioned for congress, and was subsequently 
appointed govt>rnor of Wyoming by General Grant, and died while occupy­
ing that position. He was a good thinker and a good lawyer, and one of 
the beat fellows in the world; bright, witty, good-natured and companion­
able in the highest dt>gree. To me his preae 1ce was always a charm. His 
untimely death is mourned to this day by those who knew him. 

Another useful and eminently practical member was Wm. L . Joy of 
Woodbury He was a Vermonter and a good specimen of the ''Green 
Mountain boys;" tall, angular, a little awkward, but full of good sense and 
logical thought. He was a member of the judiciary committee and scruti­
nized carefully every measure brought before the house. He waa after­
wards reeognized.aa one of the ablest lawyers in his part of the state. 

' Wm. J . Moir of Hardin county was also a member of the judiciary com­
mittee. A Scotchman by birth, in whom were well combined the sturdy 
qualities of his race. No legislative body could well have a member of 
greater usefulness. His industry was untiring and but few important 
measures passed the house that were not benefited by the touchstone of 
his highly sensible mind. 

The chairman of the judiciary committee was Col. A. H. Bereman, of 
Henry county. He had been in the service as the commanding officer of 
the Forty-fifth Iowa, and was regarded as a man of solid parts and a good 
lawyer. He was a strong contestant with Jacob Butler for the speaker­
ship. but if I recollect rightly gave way before .the close and was rewarded 
l;ls what was then regarded as the best place in the gift of the speaker. 
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The other members of the committee in their order were W. J. Moir, 
E. H Stiles, Samuel Russell, William Hale, John E Burke, D. D Holdridge, 
William P. Wolf, William L. Joy, William Elliott, and John L. McCor­
mick. Of Hale, Moir, and Joy I have already spoken; of the others I can 
only say a passing word. Wolf served in a subsequent session and was 
speaker of the house. He also served the constituency of his district as a 
member of congress. Burke removed many years ago to Chicago, where I 
think he still continues to succe&sfully practice his profession. He was a 
gentleman of liberal education and polite manners. He is now verging 
close to 70, but I can only think of him as the blonde and blithesome gal­
lant, the best dressed member of the house. a favorite with the ladies, and 
in for any sort of social amusement, from the polite step of the levee to the 
wild whirl of a German ball. 

McCormick lived at Knoxville. and if I remember rightly had been a 
Douglas democrat. It is my pre&ent recollection that he quit the profession 
and became a journalist. I do not know whether he is living. He was a 
broad·gauged, liberal man of decided convictions, which he was always 
able to maintain with force and bravery. He had been a captain in the 
Eighth and also in the Forty-seventh Infantry, and served with ability not 
only in the Tenth, but afterwards in the Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteenth, 
and Fourtet'nth General As<Jemblies, which shows the con6dence reposed 
in him by his peoplt'. 

Russell, of Washington county, or as he was familiarly known, Sam 
Russell, was the most eccentric and at the same time the most gifted in 
some respects of any member of the house. He was then getting along in 
years, but his mind had lost none of its sprightlinesa. He was seldom 
heard, but when these occasions did occur and we sa.w arise from his chair 
that somewhat weather·be&ten and homely dre!lbed form, we knew that 
somethin(l' worth listening- to was coming and that •• fur would ily." With 
his head set off with some thin locks of sandy hair that seemed to have 
,faded rather than grayed from ita orig-inal color; his face still retaining a 
little vestige of its youthful iloridity; bis eyes near-sighted, but which, 
when aroused, seemed to pierce the very spectacles which shaded them, 
he was the personification of a satirist of the most merciless order. He 
could take the skin off and hang it up to dry in a manner that would have 
made most artists in that line envious of his skill. And he did it so 
exquisitely that the victim felt worse after the operation than he did dur­
ing its process Not with a meat axe and coarse words did he do it, but 
with a scimtter, and in language enriched with learning and g-raced with a 
polished oratory. I know nothing of his antecedents, but I have often · 
wondered bow it was that he was content to hide his light under a bushel 
at the obscure little village of Crawfordsvillt', where he then lived. 

The most ready debater in a general sense was B. B. Richards of 
Dubuque. He was then the leader on the democratic side of the house. 
This leadership, however, had only a corporal's guard of followers at the 
time. But they were exc~llent men and useful members, and stood to 
their convictions with Spartan bravery. Richards was a man of tlne tal­
ents and a silver-tongued orator; and in readiness of resources, whether 
on the offensive or defensive, I doubt whether be has ever been excelled in 
the history of the house. He was incisive and pungent, but so courteous 
in his speech as t.) never give just ground for personal offense. He 
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possessed not only an abundance of the BUtWiter (n mode, but the furHtt/r 
(n re as well. 

Another prominent member was Samuel McNutt, of Muscatine. Born 
in. Ireland, he possessed in a high degree the impetuous and histrionic 
characteristics of his people. Samuel was nearly always ready to address 
himself to any subject that came up. He could arise to his feet and get 
recognition from the speaker with more celerity than any man I have ever 
seen. Quicker than a ftash he was on his feet, and with a sort of "wild­
ness in his aspect," his raven hair standing out, his large. black eyes 
gleaming, his band upraised, his whole attitude theatrical as ever was that 
of Sheil or Curran, he would cry out "Mr. Speaker," with a voice so per­
cussive, and with an air so dramatic that it had the immediate effect to 
impress both the speaker and the house, that some startling announcement 
was about to be made. He seldom failed to get his shovel in ahead. 

His education had been liberal, he had been a teacher and a college 
professor, an editor and lawyer, though he never practiced that profession 
to any extent. Subsequent to his service as a member of the Tenth Gen­
eral Assembly, he was re·elected and served in the Eleventh and Twelfth 
General Assemblies. 

At the close of his service in the house he was nominated and elected to 
the senate for the full term. His ten years of consecutive service made 
him one of the most eftlcient and useful legislators that the state has ever 
had. He was the originator and promoter of several important measures 
which passed into its laws. Muscatine county never had a more faithful 
and honored representative. 

Jones county was well represented by John Russell, who retained much 
of the simplicity of his Scottish ancestors, and would smoke his clay pipe 
with as much complacency, and a great deal more comfort than if it had 
been a Vanderbilt cigar. He was plain but substantial, and exercised a 
potent influence in the house. He afterward served the state in vario118 
positions of trust and was never found wanting. 

Another member equally plain and equally eftlcient was Addison Oliver 
of Monona county. He cared not for the advice of Polouius to his sou in 
the matter of apparel, for his dress was decidedly plain and old-fashioned 
for so young a man, but it nevertheless verified the truth of what Polo niua 
said that "the apparel oft proclaims the man," for he was as plain and 
old-fashioned in his makeup as his dress He was a lawyer of ability, and 
afterward served the state in congress, and I believe, on the beneh. 

Johnson county was ably represented by Bob Finkbine, the best possible 
combination of a good legislator, a. good architect and builder, a good 
political manager, and an all around good fellow. 

If anyone expected to get a measure tbrougb involving any important 
interest without his close inspection, they were sure to be deceived. He 
was, I think, the most eminently practical member in the house. Your 
magnificent capitol building is an enduring monument to his skill and 
ability. 

B. S. Merriam, of Lee county, already au elderly man and somewhat 
broken, was one of t~e s1.ges of the hou1e. In earlier years he muit have 
been a grand looking man; he was still grand looking, for though infirmi­
ties had somewhat bent and shaken his once erect physique, on his fore· 
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head "nature had written gentleman," and in the lineament. of his ami­
able face God bad left the traces of His own mercy. 

Charles Paulk, of Allamakee county, was the demouratic Nestor. Be 
was then between flfty-flve and sixty years old, and must have ere this 
paid the debt of nature. Be was an old hero, and onoe seen would never 
be forgotten, so peculiarly striking was his appearance. The contour of 
his face, the shape of his head, the high cheek bones, the resolute mouth, 
the sallow complexion, the erAct form, made him look for all the world 
like a Seminole chieftain, resolute in purpose and born to command. Not­
withstanding this ferocious appearance he was one of the kindest hearted 
of men, but if anyone at any time wanted a racket with him they oould 
get a very lively one. He was promoted to the senate at the next election 
and served well his day and generation. 

·Iowa has had two other men who could compete with him in Iudian­
like appearance: Colonel Pollock, formerly of Dubuque, and Sachem Al 
Swalm, for a long time the able editor of the Oskaloosa. Herald and present 
consul to one of the South Americ•n states. If they bad dress~d in Indian 
toga and gone to t~ee the great father at Washington, they would have 
been accredited as chiefs of their respective tribes, with the possible excep­
tion of Paulk, the color of whose hair and eyes might have given him 
away on close inspection. . 

Then there were William I. Gilchrist, of Clayton, the efficient chairoDan 
of the ways and means, and S. G. Magill, of Clinton. with a voice so like 
the Stentor himself, that when he presented a report of his committee it 
commanded sill'nce by ita very for:le and with the same e:l!eot that a long, 
rolling peal of thunder has on an audience; and A B. F. Hildreth, of 
Floyd, the Puritan of the house, with a stubbornness as rigid as his 
morals; but with an intelligence that bespoke his culture as a scholar and 
his experience as an editor. And there was Washington Galland, of Lee, 
a hero of two wars, honored son of an honored father, Dr. Isaac GaUand, 
one of the earliest and ablest of the pioneers of Lee county; and Doctor 
Hurst, of Davis county, now of Los Angeles; and Nicholas Baylies, of 
Polk; and Doctor Glendenning, of Wayne; and William Elliott, of Ring­
gold; and Doctor Sears, of Powesbiek; and good old John Smith, who hailed 
from the scene of the then recent Indian massacre of tlpirit Lake; and 
Doctor Van Sandt, of Page; and Charles Weare, of Linn; and George Fry 
and Owen Bromley, of Jefferson; and Elwood Lindley, of Dallas, and sev­
eral others that my limited time forbids me to further mention. 

In conclusion on this branch of my discourse, let me mention a measure 
for the relief of our soldiers that I had before forgotten: 

The war was not near its end; we were in the midst of it. Its fortunes 
varied from victory to disaster, and fr-om disaster to victory. Vast armies 
were battling in the front and at times the combat so deepened that the 
fate of the nation trembled in the balance. 

Thousands of Iowa men had laid down their lives in defense of the flag 
and thousands more maintained the field. We wer:e determined that the 
family of no Iowa soldier should su:l!er- from want, and with that end in 
view, provided by special tax a fund to be expended for the purpose under 
the direction of the county boards of supervisors. . 

There is one more thing to which I desire to refer in order to show the 
di:lference between tben and now in the modes of conveyance. From the 
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south there was no railroad within seventy-five or eighty miles of the 
capital. The nearest point on the old Burlington & Missouri railroad, now 
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, was at Ottumwa, ninety miles away, 
and on the Des Moines Valley railroad, now the R-,ck. Island, at Eddyville 
in Wapello county, between seventy-five and eighty miles distant. In the 
first days of January, 1864, a winter of great severity, the senator from 
Lee county, George W. McCrary-God bless his ·sainted memory-J. W. 
Dixon, the very able senator from Wapello. Peter Knox, my associate in 
the house, and myself, started from Eddyville for Des Moines. It was a 
fearful day. The wind whistled and cut like a knife, the snow blew and 
the thermometer registered considerably below zero. We were to be con­
veyed by the Western Stage company, and for that purpose were directed 
to lie down in a wagon box filled with straw and placed on runners, while 
completely over us were piled blankets and buffalo robes to protect us 
from the scathing blast; and away we went at the crack of the whip of the 
old fashioned driver, who from head to foot was boxed in furs as closely as 
an Esquimo. We drew up for the night at Prairie City and next day made 
our entrance to the capital, and were soon warming ourselves before the 
fire at the grand hotel of the place, the wooden caraTansary standing on 
the river bank at the foot of Walnut s~reet and yclept the Des Moines 
house. 

Turn we now to the senate. I ·cannot stay there long for I have spent 
too much time in the bouse. 

It was no ordinary body. In it were men grown gray in the service of 
the state, and young men who hoped to. There were lawyers, doctors and 
preachers of distinction; and there were soldiers that bad led the surging 
liues of battle on bloody fields, displaying "a courage which in its con­
tempt of death is a presage of immortality." 

The war had ended in the preceding April, and a few days later 
Abra'bam Lincoln had been assassinated. Andrew Johnson bad become 
president of the United States. The absorbing theme of the nation was 
the work of reconstruction. 

Of course we did all we could in our feeble way to accomplish this by 
resolutions, the most of which I am bound to say. however, had no more 
effect on the subj.:lct than the "pope's bull against the comet." 

On the whole, the work of the senate of 1866 was in keeping with the 
high character of that body. Many suitable measures were passed, that 
I cannot pause to review. Among others, one ratifyinl!' the am~ndment to 
the national eonstitution abolishing and forever prohibiting slavery. It 
passed without a single dissenting vote. 

Let us briefly glance at the presiding offi.cers and some of the members. 
The incumbent lieutenant-governor and president of the senate until 

after the inauguration, was Enoch W. Eastman, whose name is so closely 
interwoven with Iowa as to make it "as familiar as household words " A 
more original character, and a more perfect specimen of a real old fash­
ioned, down east, backwoods, nasal talking Yankee could not well be 
imagined. Very tall, slim, bony, gaunt, long necked and loose jointed, be 
always reminded me of Ichabod Crane the Yankee schoolmaster in Irving's 
•• Legend of Sleepy Hollow.'' In facial expression his features were long 
and pointed, and deeply pitted by small pox; but this, it was thought, was 
rather an improvement to his appearance than otherwise. He was reared 
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in the mountains of New Hampshire and worked in the saw mill and on 
the farm of his father until he was nearly of age, occasionally going to 
achool in the coldest portions of the winter. He used to relate that he 
worked one season for a farmer seven months at $10 a month and at the 
end handed his father $67 of the earnings. This was characteristic of the 
man Notwithstanding his early disadvantages be subst>quently acquired, 
by dint of his own effort, in teaching district and singing schools, an aca­
demical education; and from the time he came to Iowa in 1844 until his 
death, be was justly reg<~.rded as one of the best equipped lawyers and men 
of the state But he never could, and probably never desired to, throw off hia 
Yankee dialect or Yankee tone imbibed among the hills of his native state. 
In opening the joint conventions of the senate o.nd house assembled to 
declare the result of the election and inaugurate the newly·elected gover­
nor, he would announce in his peculiar tone: "The jint," not the joint 
but the "jint,'' "convention is now in se&Rion," and in referring to the dis­
trict court. he always persisted in saying the "deestrict" court. He could 
look as grave as a Presbyterian deacon and sing psalms as solemnly as 
one of Cromwell's soldiers. At the same time he had a keen sense of the 
ridiculous and was "as cunning as a. fox " 

On one occasion be appeared before a young judge who had been elected 
in his district, and who was more conceited than wise. To enforce a point 
be desired to make, Enoch brought with him, and attempted to read, Black­
atone to the young judge, whereupon the latter, after moving uneasily 
about in his 'seat for a while, said: ·• Mr Eastman, I've read Blackstone." 
'' 0, hev ye,'' responded Enoch looking at the judge over the top of his 
spectacles with an air of surprise. On another, while trying a case in 
Mahaska county, to which he first came, Crookham, who was as quaint 
perhaps as himself, was on the other side in a hog ease. Crookham told 
the jury be was a farmer and knew all about hogs. Enoch in his reply 
said, in his shrill voice, "the gentleman says he knows all about bogs. He 
oughter, for he's the biggest b·o-r-e in the county." 

But there was a deeper and more sublime character in his nature than 
what I have said would seem to indicate. As the erection of the Washing­
ton monument WAS approaching its completion, each state was called upon 
to contribute an appropriate motto to be inscribed on its face. Enoch com­
posed and presented the following for his state: "Iowa: the affections of 
her people, like the riveJ's of her borders, dow to an inseparable union." 
What could be more beautiful? It was adopted and inscribed along with 
the mottoes of the other states and is universally conceded to be the rarest 
gem of them all. It is sufficient to render his name as enduring as Iowa 
itself. 

The newly-elected lieutenant-governor, and who became president of 
the senate after the inauguration, was Benjamin F. Gue. If he were not 
living I would feel at liberty to speak more freely concerning him. As it 
is, I may say of him, that no lieutenant-governor ever more highly graced 
t.he position, and as a presiding officer, what Charles Lamb said of the 
blackberry; that "doubtless God could have made a better one, but doubt­
lesa God never did." As a citizen, as a journalist, a& legislator and public 
officer, he has rendered valuable services to the state. His efforts in preserv­
ing and contributing material necessary to its correct history, and in organ 
bing and preserving this association, alone render him deserving of the 

Digitized by Coogle 



30 SIXTH REUN£0~ OF THE 

gratitude of the people. There are three men to whom the state is more 
greatly indebted for conspicuous service in these lines than perhaps anyone 
else: T. S. Parvin, Charles Aldrich, and B. F. Gue. 

Marcellus Cutts, the senator from Poweshiek, was a natural born 
satirist, ·and there was scarcely an occasion on which he failed to show his 
inclination in that respect. In sardonic ridicule and irritating invective 
he was without a peer, and when these were poured without stint on the 
object of his attack, in that grating voice of his, the effect on the victim 
was harrowing. And yet he was kind-hearted and companionable, and 
everybody liked to hear him except, of course, the victim who smiled 
and writhed and writhed and smiled during the operation. There was but 
one man in the senate competent to hold his own with him in these tllts, 
Gen. Fitz Henry Warren, to whom I shall again refer. Cutts was a man of 
flne talents and an able lawyer. As was once said of Lord John Russell: 
'He became not indeed an orator, but a very keen debater, who was 

especially e:ffective in a cold, irritating sarcasm which penetrated the 
weakness of an opponent's argument like some dissolving acid." 

He subsEquently served the state as attorney-general and his district 
one term in congress. He was re-elected for another term, but died before 
entering upon it, and your bumble servant was nominated to 11.11 the 
vacancy; but luckily for the people and himself, was defeated by a few 
votes in the fusion between the democrats, the green backers and the idiots. 
Cutts was a rising man, and had he lived until the full maturity of his pow­
ers, he doubtless would have occupied still higher positions. 

The senator from Mahaska was J. A. L. Crookham, who wali par excel­
lence the eccentric member. He was one of the early lawyers of the state. 
He was plaip and homely in dress and appearance and delighted to repre­
sent the common people. He was perfectly sui gen~. There never was 
and never will be another Crookham. He saw through a glass darkly, 
though he was unable sometimes to very clearly describe what. He was 
not felicitous in speech, very absent minded, and perpetually perpetrating 
bulls at which, however, he never laughed himself, because be never 
noticed them. I beard Judge Loughridge relate this incident which be 
said occurred in his preeence. Crookham was tryiniZ' a bog case. His cli­
ent's name was Fifield. After other witnesses had testifled, he put his 
client on the stand and, with a wave of his hand, said: "Now, Mr. Fifield, 
tell these bogs all you know about the jury." Nevertheless be was a man 
of no mean ability, and before a jury of his county, every member of which 
he would personally know, be was a most formidable adversary. 

John A. Parvin, of Muscatine, was an influential member. His tall 
form, rather clerical dress, grave manner and rigid morals, always 
reminded me of a Puritan. He was a man of high character, self-willed, 
strong and useful. He has joined the silent majority. 

We bad five conspicuously tall senators, of whom Parvin was one, 
L. W. Ross another, D.P. Stubbs the third, J. W. Cattell the fourth, and 
Gen. Fitz Henry Warren the fifth. Ross and Stubbs were ranked among 
the strongest men of the senate. Both were able lawyers and both exercised 
great influence on legislation. Both are still alive and occupy distinguished 
positions in their profession. 

J<.nathan W. Cattell, it was thought, bore a striking resemblance te 
Lincoln, both in build and facial expression. He had served the state as 
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auditor and in other positions and was one of ita beat tried and truest sen·­
anta. I have never seen a man in whom was wrapped up more of the old­
fashioned elements of official integrity. Honest, incorruptible and com­
petent, he served the state well and deserves to occupy an appropriate 
place in her history. 

In the senate I found Richards and Paulk, to whom I have referred in 
connection with the house. AU three of us had been promoted; it is hoped 
for !fOOd conduct. 

Then there was H C, Henderson, of Marshall, an able lawyer, a paine­
taking legislator and an amiable gentleman. 

· And there was J. F. McJunkin, of Washington, one of the clearest­
headed lawyers in the state. He subsequently became att.orney-general, 
and died in the prime of life, sincerely mourned by all who knew him. 

And J. M. Brayton, of Delaware, whose thoughtful, spectacled face 
gave him the air of a college professor. And he was just as thoughtful as 
he seemed to be. Of high culture and intelligence, and the most lovable 
character in the senate. He subsequently served as judge in hie district. 

And G. W. Bassett, of Webster, a good lawyer, imperturbable, alert and 
clear-headed. No measure affecting finances ever escaped the most search­
ing attention at his hands. 

Ana Dr. Bullis, of Winnesbiek, an accomplished physician who bad 
allowed his taste for politics to interfere somewhat with his profession. 

· He was a clean and efficient member, and subsequently served the state as 
lieutenant-governor and in other capacities with credit. 

And J. G. Patterson, of Floyd, another good lawyer, and a faithful and 
hard working senator. He met with an untimely death in a railroad acci­
dent some years ago. And Theron W. Woolson, of Henry, the most care­
ful, the most painstaking, the most technical, and probably the closest 
observer of everything that came up of any man in the senate. He was 
the father of your federal district judge, and died many years ago. And 
J. R. Reed, who subsequently became judge of the district court, later a 
judge of the supreme court, and at present a judge of the United States 
court of land claims. A well rounded man, who bas honored every posi­
tion in which be has been placed. 

And J. B. Powers, of Black Hawk, an able, clear-headed lawyer, after­
wards judge of hie district. And Nathan Udell, of Appanoose, the Nestor 
of the senate. 

And Ezekiel Clark, of Johnson, a brother-in-law of Governor Kirkwood, 
and an able financier; and W. B. Lakin, of l!'ayette, delicate in physique, 
but in intellect clear-headed and strong. 

And John Hilsinger, of Jackson, another lawyer-and it does seem to 
me that lawyers were thicker than :fiddlers in Tophet-but John was all 
right, a high-minded, brainy, substantial man and a most useful legislator. 
I do not know whether he is living or not. My absence of thirteen years 
from the state has caused me to lose track of most of these men. I know, 
however, that the great majority of them rest from their labors. 

B. T. Hunt, of Clayton, was, perhaps, the :finest looking man in the sen­
ate. He had a magnificent presence, "a front like Jove; an eye like 
Mars." He was a high liver, an excellent story teller, and liked most of 
the good things of this world. He was ordinarily rather turgid, but when 
aroused showed that he was a man of power. He subsequently became 
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judge of the district court, and died a number of years ago. He was an 
able man. 

And there was F. M. Knoll, of Dubuque, a Frenchman by birth, but in 
appearance and in fact quite the opposite of the slender, bowing, scraping, 
gaily dressed, picturesque Frenchman of our fancy, for he was broad 
shouldered, heavy and substantial in all r~pects He was a member of 
the old guard of the democratic party and stood by its colors with Norman 
fealty. He was a man of but few words. a good listener, a close observer 
and a most reasonable and useful member. He bad previously served in 
the bouse of the Ninth, and subsequently served in the senate of the Tenth. 
Eleventh, Twelfth and Thirteenth assemblies, and again in the house of 
the Seventeenth and Twenty-third. A most remarkable record and one 
that speaks for itself. 

And there was Coker F. Clarkson, the senator from Grundy. He was a 
New Englander by birth, but had settled early in Indiana, where for many 
yeara he was a prominent journalist of great induence in his section. 
When past middle life he emigrated to Iowa and engaged in farming on a 
large scale in Grundy county. It was my pleasure to become better 
acquainted with him, perhaps, than any other senator, as we boarded at the 
same place. He had been personally acquainted not only with the leading 
men of Indiana, but with many of the nation In physique he was large, 
rugged and commanding, and his mentality was as rugged and command­
ing as his physique. His convictions were deep and abiding, and his opin­
ions based thereon held with such tenacity as to sometim~ subject him to 
the charge of stubborness. And it must be confessed that he did not brook 
opposition with a very good grace. But it was always known just where 
be stood. Equivocation had no place in him, and there was not a single 
false fiber in his make-up. He could not have prevaricated if he would, and 
would not if he could. His morals were rigid, but he prescribed none to 
others that he was not willing to be governed by himself. He was seem­
ingly stern and austere, but beneath his exterior there beat a kindly heart. 

His long observation of a:trairs and his wide acquaintance with public 
men, made him a most interesting personage. He could tell of little 
events relating to the inner life of distinguished politicians, lawyers and 
statesmen, which we do not find in books. One now occurs to me: He, 
with others, had been constituted a committee to accompany Henry Clay 
on a speaking tour. On them devolved the duty of looking after the pre· 
liminaries at the di:trerelit places, and at the request of Mr. Clay there was 
on each occasion placed before him on the speakers' stand a pitcher of 
white Catawba wine instead of water, from which the "Gallant Harry of 
the West" might occasionally refresh himself. Brother Clarkson said that 
while the e:trorts of Mr. Clay were generally grand, they were sometimes 
miserable failures . As to whether this was because too little or too much 
wine had been drunk, he gave no opinion, though I thought I knew what 
his opinion was Doubtless the real cause was that great orators, like 
other mortals, experience at times a state of mental lassitude which 
renders them unable to reach the desired apotheosis or climax 

After a long and useful life "Father Clarkson" recently passed over the 
river, followed by the benediction of Iowa's people, "Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant." 
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Aod theo there was tha' splendid soldier, Maj. John Meyer of Jasper. 
with the smoke of battle still clinging to his garments; aod another in the 
person of Major Farwell of Jooea; aod another in Col. Ezekiel Sampson 
of Keokuk; and another in Col. 8. A. Moore of Davia, who had led his 
eompaoy in the glorious Second Iowa in the fearful charge on the ride 
pita at Dooelsoo, and who subsequently fell io the front, shot through 
both legs, at Shlloh, where Lieut. James B. Weanr stopped under a 
galliog ilre to pick him up and bear him from the deld, as "Aeneas, our 
great ancestor, did from the dames of Troy the old Aochises bear;" and 
another in Gen. FitzHenry Warren of Des Moines county. Warren wal!l 
the most remarkable aod highly accomplished mao in the senate. To a 
biahed education, strong literar1 taste aod wide reading, nature had 
added a brilliant mind and the gifta of genius. There was scarcely aoy 
ileld of literature that his reseal'ch had not iu~ed, and he had drunk 
deep from the Pieriau spring. 

In appearance he was most distinguished; his high·born instincts and 
his great. culture were traced upon his face and visible in his bearing. Had 
he been set down in the French auembly or in the British lords or com­
moue he would have attracted immediate attention. As au orator, he was 
too refined and classical for the hustings, but in the forum he was the 
most polished one I have ever heard. While his discourse was neither 
ornate nor diffuse, it was elegant, chaste and scholarly; "a current that 
worked its way into the light through the fllteriog receases of thought 
aod learning." 

He bad beeo au efficient assistant postmaster-general; he bad a oatiooal 
reputation as a political writer; he had been on the editorial staff of the 
New York Tribune aod was the author of the famous war editorial& that 
had appeared in that paper, entitled·: "Oo to Richmond." These varied 
accomplishments were backed by a highly sensitive nature, and a spirit as 
proud as Lucifer. He had the consciousness that he was born to command 
and could not brook opposition or the control of those whom he regarded 
as his inferiors. 

But alas! it was these characteristics that thwarted his progress all 
along his pathway and prevented him from attaining that eminence to 
which his talents entitled him. He was as brave and valorous as a knight 
and in appearance every inch a soldier, but instead of rising to •hat die­
tinction which he would otherwise have done, he narrowly escaped a 
court-martial for insubordination. His "On to Richmond'' articles, assum· 
log to direct the army over the heads of the commander-in-chief and hia 
generals, embarrassed both the administration and the Tribune. Instea.t 
of biding his time when he lost the gubernatorial nomination to Stone, 
and trusting to the people's returning sense of justice to right his wrongs, 
be wrecked his political future by going over to Andrew Johnson and 
received a miserable mess of pottage io the appointment of minister to 
Guatamala. 

He doubtless lived long enough to fully understand the causes of his 
downfall. Broken by disappointment and sorrow, he is said to have spent 
his last days in a hospital under the most distressing circumstances. Of 
him it may be fitly said what Justin McCarthy has said of Lord Durham: 
"His proud aod sensitive spirit could ill bear the contradictions and 
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humiliations that had been forced upon it. He wanted to the success of 
his career that proud patience which the gods are said to love, and by 
'rirtue of which great men live down misappreciation and hold out until 
they see themselves justified, and hear reproaches turn into cheers." 

But I must stop here and bring this rambling discourse to a close. 
There are others of whom I would like to speak, but time forbids, and 
they and theil' friends will have to take the "will for the deed." 

Hon. John M. Davis read the next paper: 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1857. 

BY BON, LEWIS TODHUNTER. 

MB. PRESIDENT AND PIONEER LAWMAKERS-As a member of the com­
mittee on statistics from the Seventh congreBBional district of the state of 
Iowa, I make the following report and biographical sketch of the members 
of the constitutional convention of 1857. My report will be but limited 
and nGt very satisfactory: 

Edward Johnson, a native of Pennsylvania, was at the time of the con­
vention from Fort Madison, Lee county; was 41 years old; a resident of the 
state 19 years; a lawyer by profession; a democrat. 

William Patterson waa a native of Virginia; was at the time of the con­
vention from Keokuk, Lee county; was 54 years old; a resident of the state 
for 19 years; a pork packer; a democrat. 

Squire Ayres was 'Jo native of Pennsylvania; was at the time of the con­
vention from Bonaparte, Van Buren county; was 56 years old; a farmer; a 
democrat. 

Timothy Day was a native of Ohio; was at the time of the convention 
from Winchester, Van Buren county; 53 years old; 12 years in the state; a 
farmer; a republican. 

M. W. Robinson was a native of Ohio; was at the time of the convention 
from Burlington, Des Moines county; 42 years old; in the state 18 years; a 
farmer; a democrat. 

J. d. Hall was a native of New York; was at the time of the convention 
from Burlington, Des Moines county; 47 years old; in the state 18 years; a 
lawyer; a democrat. 

D. P. Palmer was a native of New York; was at the time of the conven­
tion from Bloomfield, Davis county; 40 years old; in the state 10 years; a 
democrat. 

James F. Wilson was a native of Ohio; was at the time of the conven­
tion from Fairfield, Je:lferson county; 28 years old; in the state 3 years; a 
lawyer; a republican. 

R. L. B. Clark was a native of Connecticut; was at the time of the con­
vention from Mt. Pleasant. Henry county; 37 years old; in the state 6 years; 
a lawyer; a republican. 

George Gillaspy was a native of Kentucky; was at the time of the con­
vention from Ottumwa, Wapello county; 42 years old; in the state 16 years; 
a farmer; a democrat. 
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John Edwards, a nati•e of Kentucky; was at the time of the con...ention 
42 yeara old; in the state 3 years; from Chariton, Lucas county; a lawyer; 
a repn blican 

Amos Harris was a nath·e of Ohio; was at the time of the convention 
34 years old; in the state 8 yean; from Centenille, Appanoose county; a 
lawyer; a democrat. 

Daniel H. Solomon was a native of Virginia; was at the time of the con· 
•ention 27 years old; 3 years in the state; from Glenwood, Mills county; a 
lawyer; a demccrat. 

D. W. Price was a nati•e of Kentucky; was at the time of thtl conven­
tion 30 years old; in the state 3 years; from Council Bluffs, Pottawattamie 
county; a lawyer; a democrat. 

David Bunker was a native of Indiana; was at the time of the con•en• 
tion 46 years old; in the state 17 years; from Richmond, Washington county; 
a farmer; a republican. 

Jeremiah Hollingsworth, a nati...e of Indiana; was at the time of the 
convention 47 years old; 16 years in the state; from Richland, Keokuk 
county; a farmer; a republican 

James A. Young, a native of Virginia, was 41 years old; 8 years in the 
state; from Oskaloosa, Mahaska county; a merchant; a republican. 

H. D. Gibson, a native of Tennessee, was 37 years old; 12 years in the 
state; from Knoxville, Marion county; a merchant; a democrat. 

Lewia Todhunter, a native of Ohio, was 37 years old; 7 years in the 
state; from Indianola, Warren county; a lawyer; a rep•blican. 

J. A. Parvin, a native of New Jersey, was 49 years old; 18 years in the 
sU.te; from Muscatine, Muscatine county; a farmer and engineer; a repub­
lican. 

Wm. Penn Clarke, a nati•e of Maryland, was 39 years old; 12 yean in 
the atate; from Iowa City, Johnson county; a lawyer; a republican. 

George W. Ells, a natin of Connecticut, was 48 years old; 2 years in the 
state; from Dannpc>rt, Scott county; a bookseller; a republican. 

Robert Gower, a native of Maine was 53 years old; 16 years in the state; 
from Gowen' Ferry, Cedar county; a farmer; a republican . 

Aylett R. Cotton, a native of Ohio, was 30 years old; 12 years in the 
state; from Lyons, Clinton county; a lawyer a democrat 

Hosea W. Gray, a native of Pennsylvania, was 40 years old; 19 years in 
the state; from Marion, Linn county; a farmer, a republican. 

J. C. Traer, a native of Ohio, was 30 years old; 11 years in the state; 
from Vinton, Benton county; a banker; a republican. 

Harvey J. SkU!, a native of New York, was 36 years old; 7 years in the 
state; from Newton, Jasper county; a banker; a republican. 

Thomas Seely, a native of New York, was 33 years old; 3 years in the 
state; from Guthrie Center, Authrie county; a f~~ormer; a republican 

William A. Warren, a native of Kentucky, was 45 years old; 23 years in 
the state; from Belle•ue, Jackson county; a mail contractor; a republican. 

A. B. Marvin, a native of New York, was 49 years old; 2 years in the 
atate; from Monticello, Jones county; a farmer; a republican. 

J. H . Emerson, a native of Virginia, was 49 years old; 16 years in the 
state; from Dubuque, Dubuque county; a real estate dealer; a democrat 

John H. Peters. a native of Connecticut, was 28 years old; three years 
in the state; from Delhi, Delaware county; a lawyer; a democrat. 

Digitized by Goog I·e 



86 SIXTH REUNION OF THE 

Alpheus Scott, a aatin of Maaaachusetta, waa 32 yean old; 4 years in 
the atate; from Strawberry Point, Clayton county; a real estate agent; a 
republican. 

Sheldon G. Willcheater, a natin of New York, waa 26 years old; 5 years 
ill the state; from Eldora, Hardin county, a druggist and book seller; a 
republican. 

John T. Clark, a native of New York, waa 40 yean old; 3 years ill the 
state; from Waukon, Allamakee county; a lawyer; a republican. 

Franeia Springer, a natin of Maine, waa U yean old; 18 years ill the 
atate; from Columbus City, Louisa county; a farmer; a republican. 

The f~llowillg profeaaiona were represented in the convention, to-wit: 
Lawyers, H; farmers, 11; pork packer, 1; merchants, 2; book seller, 1; 

bankers, 2; mail contractor, 1; real estate dealers, 2; druggist and book 
aeller, 1. 

Nativity of members aa followa: Ohio, 7; New York, 7; Virginia, 4; Ken­
tucky, 4; Connecticut, 3; Pennsylvania, 3; Indiana, 2; Maine, 2; Maryland, 
l; Maaaaehuaetta, 1; New Jersey, 1; Tenneaaee, 1. 

At the time of the meeting ·the country waa greatly excited over the 
Kansas troubles. In the convention were members of both parties who 
were rabid politicians, and who, soon after we were organised, made long 
apeeohes in the endeavor to instruct the people aa to the true policy. 

On the dual vote seven democrats voted against the adoption of the con­
stitution, aa follows: Ayres, Emerson, Gibson, Hall, Barrie, Peters and 
I:Jolomon. 

Francia Springer waa elected president; W. Blair Lord, reporter; Thomas 
· J . Saunders, secretary; Elsworth Bates, aaaiatant secretary; S. C. Trow­
bridge, sergeant-at-ariD.Il; Francia Thompson, doorkeeper. 

There are now but nine of the members living, as follows: R. L B. 
Clark, aged 80 years; William Pe~n Clark, aged 82 yean; Daniel H. Sol­
omon, aged 69 yean; Lewis Todhunter, aged 80 years; Aylett R. Cotton, 

. aged 73 years; J . C. Traer, aged 73 years; H. J. Ski1f, aged 79yeara; Fran­
cis Springer, aged 85 years, and John H. Peters, aged 69years. 

The next papEr was: 

THE SPIRIT LAKE RELIEF EXPEDITION OF 1857. 

:&Y BON. JOBN F. DtJliiCOMBB. 

)rfB. PBE8IDBNT Al'ID GBl'ITLKMBl'l OF TBB PIONBBB LAWMAKBBS' A880" 
elATION OF low A-I have been requested to write up my recollections of 
the relief expedition under Major Williams, better known aa the Spirit 
Lake expedition of 1857, to be read at your meeting to-day. 

To do this with the care and attention it deserves requires more time 
than I am able to devote to that important event in the history of Iowa. 

1 suppose the request ia made of me as the only officer of that expedi­
tion above a lieutenant now remaining in this stat ... 

I will give ,;ome of these recollections of the event which occurred at 
the time in which the cruel, treacherous Sioux came down from their wild, 
northern homes in Minnesota and Dakota into our beautiful land to 
haraBS, insult and murder our peaceable citizens. 
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The cause of this hoatUe Indian raid originated, aa I think, in a desire 
for rennge on the part of Inkpadutah, the leader of this renegade band of 
Sioux, and hil followers, on account of murders committed a few years 
before b7 a white man named Lot, at the point near the line of Humboldt 
and Kossuth counties, at the mouth of what is now called Lot's creek. 

The Indians came down the Little Sioux river to a place where there 
was quite a number of settlers, where the prosperous dllawe of Smithland 
is now located, and there theae settlers refused to permit the Indiana to go 
further, and turned them back up the river. 

As the Indians came down the rh·er no depredations were committed 
•pon the few scattering settlers. But on their return a change waa very 
aoon observed in the savage aullenneBB of the band, their insolence, and 
finally this bad temper broke out in acts of waste, violence and cruelty. 

The settlers were insulted, their provisions taken, their stock shot 
down, their children abused and their women outraged. Thia was con­
tinued until this band of renegades, half breeds, robbers and murderers 
left the head waters of the Little Sioux and arrived at the southerly part of 
West Okoboji. At this point the cruelty of the savages increased, ending in 
the utter annihilation of all the settlers at the time on the borders of these 
lakes, except four captive women, only one of whom now survive• (unless 
Mra. Marble is still living, which is not certainly known), Mr!!. Abbie 
Gardner Sharp, the author of the '' History of the Spirit Lake Massacre,'' 
then MiBB Abbie Gardner, whose father and mother were murdered at the 
point where a beautiful monument erected by the state marks the spot 
where fell the first victim of this cruel slaughter, and three men absent at 
the time from the settlement. 

Having tasted blood, these fiends continued their bloody work until 
they were checked and repulsed at what was then called Springfield-now 
Jackson, Minn. 

In January, 1857, word was brought to Fort Oodge that a large band of 
Indians under the lead of Inkapadutab had followed down the Little Sioux 
river to a point near Smithland. That this band was composed of Sioux, 
half breeds and stragghng renegades of the Sioux tribe, and that they had 
become exceedingly insolent and ugly. The next information received at 
Fort Dodge was in the latter part of February, when Abner Bell, a Mr. 
Weaver and a Mr. Wilcox came to Fort Dodge and gave Major Williams 
and myself the startlinj!' intelligence of the acts and depredations of these 
scoundrels, said to be about seventy in number, including about thirty 
warriors. 

These three men bad left the Little Sioux river and coming through the 
awful storms and almost impassable snows for sixty miles without a bouse 
or landmark on the way, sought aid from our people. They gave a aad 
and vivid description of the shooting down of their cattle and horses, of 
the abuse of their children, the violation of their women and other aots of 
brutishneBB and cruelty too savage to be repeated. They pictured in 
simple but eloquent words the expoaures of the dear wife, mother, chil­
dren, their starving condition and their utter helpleBBneBB. 

These reports were repeated from day to day by other settlers from the 
Little Sioux, who from time to time came straggling into Fort Dodge. 
These repeated accounts of the acts of the Indians led every one familiar 
with the Indian character to become fully satisfied that they were deter-
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mined on some great purpose of revenge against the exposed frontier 
settlements, and caused much alarm to the people. 

Among the number giving this information were Ambrose S. Mead, L. 
F. Finch, G. M. and W. S. Gillet and John A. Kirchner, father of John C. 
and Jacob Kirchner, who are citizens of Fort Dodge. 

These depredations commenced at the house of Abner Bell, on the 21st 
. day of February, 1857. On the 24th day of February, 1857, the house occu­
pied by James Gillette was suddenly entered by ten or more armed war­
riors, and the two families living under the same roof, consisting of the 
heads of each family and five small children, were terrorized and most 
villainously abused. After endurinll' outrages, too horrible to relate, at 
midnight they managed to escape and late the following evening arrived 
at the residence of Bell, poorly clad, and without food for over thirty-six 
hours. The sufferings of those people and their little children will be 
appreciated by those who remember the driving storms, piercing winds 
and intense cold of the unparalleled winter of 1856·7, to my knowledge the 
longest and most severe of any winter for the last forty-three years. 

From Gillet's g-rove, near the present beautiful and prosperous city of 
Spencer, the Indians went to Spirit lake and the lakes connected with tha~ 
lake. No preparation could be made for resistance on account of the 
scareity of the population and the thin, scattered homes. In fact, it ill 
improbable that any family knew that depredations had been committed 
by these red devils until they were attacked, and that they were wholly 
unprepared for any such attack 

As soon as the few people in Fort Dodge learned of these depredations 
and outrages committed, an effort was made to organize a rescue party to 
go to the relief of these suffering, starving settlers, but the distance was 
oTer seventy miles across an unbroken, treeless, trackless, prairie, con­
stantly visited that winter, by storms, wholly unknown to Iowa since the 
state has been dotted with buildings and beautified and protected by 
thousands of thrifty groves, and much of the distance covered with snow 
from eighteen inches to three feet in depth everywhere, and in many 
places frnm ten to fifteen feet deep, in the beds of streams and ravines, all 
of which cut off any hope that such a party would be successful, and would 
expose the lives of the brave men who volunteered to go to very grea~ 
peril. 

The first attack was made, as before stated, at the Gardner cabin, now 
occupied by Mrs. Sharp. This aUack was followed up by attacks on every 
cabin then located around this beautiful chain of lakes, now delightful 
summer resorts so well known and so highly appreciated by the people of 
the state. 

These attacks completely annihilated the settlements in Dickinson 
county with the exception of four women taken prisoners, two of whom 
were murdered afterwards by the Indians, and two of whom were rescued, 
Miss Abbie Gardner, then about 14 or 15 years of age, and Mrs. Marble, 
supposed to be living in California, and the three men before referred to. 

Information of the destruction of the settlements around Spirit lake 
was brought to Fort Dodge by 0. C. Howe, afterwards law professor in our 
State university, and a companion, R. U. Wheelock, and another gentle­
man whose name has passed from my memory (but I think it was Par­
meter) who was absent from the settlement at the time of the massacre. 
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This information was given to the people of Fort Dodge on the Saturday 
night of the 21st day of March. On Sunday, the 22d, a pnblic meeting wa1 
called in the old brick 1choolbouse (since torn down) in Fort Dod~re, and 
on Monday, the 23d, two companies were organized in the town-Compan)' 
A, commanded by Capt. C. B. Richards, and Company B, of which I was 
chosen captain. 

Word had been before sent to Webster City and a company commanded 
by Captain Johnson was organized . there and joined onr companies here. 
Maj. William Williams, who had been with the United State• soldiers at 
Fort Dodge untill853, when they were ordered to Fort Ridgely, was unani­
mously given command of the three companies. 

These three companies were supplied with teams and wagons and with 
the supposed neceBBary supply of provisions, clothing, blankets, and witll 
such arms and ammunition as co•ld be furnished at the time, conalatlug of 
nearly every kind of guns from double-barreled shotguns to the finest 
repeating rides, and all started from Fort Dodge on the 24th day of March, 
lesa than three days after the first news of the massacre had been received. 

The l'ort Dodge Sentinel, the first newspaper pub1ished in the north· 
western quarter of Iowa, stated that this ezpedition left ForL Dodge on 
the 17th of March. This was an error. The editor eTidently bad enjoyed 
a long rest after St. Patrick's day and had that day in mind above all other 
days, and failed to remember the correct date, which waa one week later. 

The drat da7 the companies, after a hard tight with great drifts and 
enormous anow banks, only made a distance of sill or seven miles, and 
camped close to the timber on the b~nks of Badger creek. The men in 
almost every case rolled themsehea in their blankets, covered their heads 
and lay down on the snow. 

When I left Fort Dodge I had a very stifl' neck and a badly inflamed 
ear, which propped my bead over to one side at an angle of abou\ forty-fiva 
degrees, and which required careful handling; as the slightest jar caused 
intense pain. My first night on this expedition will never paBB from my 
memory. It is as vivid now as it was at the time. I, too, slept on a snow 
bank and had as my next neighbor one of those horrible snorera wao could 
make a danger signal louder than a locomotive whistle and more musical 
than a calllope in the proceBBion of a circns. 

The following day we shoveled snow, tramped down the snow for our 
teams, and when no other plan was poB&ible, fastened a long heavy rope to 
a wagon and, every man taking hold of the rope, hauled the wagon 
through snow banks so deep that the snow would pile up in front until it 
reached the top of the dashboard. When we got our wagons through such 
a bank we would haul our oxen and horsea through places where it was 
impoBBible for them to travel. 

In this way we reached the point now known aa Dakota City, after 
wading the Des Moinea river fifteen or twenty times where there waa a 
place to drag our wagons over, as we could not get down to the river at 
any place where the water was sufficiently frozen to carry our heavy loads. 
We had made about ten miles on thia day, by dark. 

A :lew of the men found places to lodge in houses and sheds; others 
rolled up in their blankets and lodged in the croves, and the balance of 
the compa~ieslay on the snow, rolled in their blankets as on the preced· 
ing night. 
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This nil'ht I have planted in my memory so vividly that nothing but 
death can drive away the recollection. 

During the night the pain in my ear was excruciating. 
Before morning the gathering" in the ear broke, giving some relief from 

pain but causing great inconvenience. The hardships sn:flered in the two 
days caused two of the men to be discharged on account of snow·blindneea 
and severely frozen feet, and one or two faint hearts to desert. 

The following day the command started for McKnight's Point, a dis· 
tance of about eighteen miles in a direct line northwesterly from Dakota 
City. Onr course lay over a rather low, fi~t prairie, which had gathered 
and retained the great bulk of the accumulation of the earlier winter 
storms, without guide, land marks or track of any kind to direct us. This 
necessitated having some one go ahead and find the beat places to cross 
O't'er the deep and almost impassable drifts. 

This duty was assigned· to me, and it necessitated double the amoant of 
travel required of the command. During all the forenoon I traveled two 
or three miles in advance of the companies, signaling back from high 
points the direction to take to avoid, so fa.r as possible, the depressions in 
the ground which were filled with snow, in many places ten or twelve feet 
in· depth. All this distance there was a crust on the snow on which a light 

· man could sometimes walk five or six rods without breaking through, but 
a heavier man would break through and go in to his hips, thus making the 
march exceeding difl'lcult and very tiresome. 

At about noon the men stopped a few moments and took a cold lunch, 
but as I was in advance too far to return for lunch, selecting roads, and 
was compelled to travel long distances above and below the way traveled 
by the men, in order to find the best crossings, I had no dinner or lunch 
and from my weakened condition and from lack of sleep the two preced· 
ing nights; I became somewhat fatigued. Shortly before dark I was 
joined by Lieutenant Maxwell, of Company C, and Private R. U. Wheelock, 
of my own company, whet had been engaged a part of the afternoon in the 
same work as myself. 

At dark the companies were together, about three or four miles back, 
and we were about the aame distance from a grove of timber at Mc­
Knight's Point, on the west fork of the Des Moines river. We held a con­
sultation and concluded it would be as easy to reach this timber as to 
return to the command, and then immediately started in the direction of 
the timber. One of our number would go ahead for a few rods and the 
other two follow in his footsteps, at one time on the crust of the snow and 
at another time sinking down to two or three or more feet into the snow, 
wedjl'ed in by the hard crust and making it almost impossible to extricate 
ourselves for another plunge. Then another would change with the 
leader. We continued on in thia way until we were within about two miles 
from the gro't'e, when Mr. Wheelock took from his pocket a small vial of 
medicine which he said Doctor Olney ltad given him at Fort Dodge, to pre­
vent his taking cold. He took a little of it himself and asked me to take 
aome of the contents of the vial, which I did. This medicine proved w be 
almost entirely composed of that deadly drug, laudanum. 

Within two minutes from the time I took this medicine, on account of 
the weakened condition of my system and the condition of my stomach 
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fr0111.lack of food during the entire day, although I bit my lips until they 
bled to keep up, supposing that I was becoming exhausted and not think· 
ing of the medicine I had taken, I was compelled to surrender I could 
not stand alone or take a single step, and would instantly fall asleep unleaa 
Yiolentl;y shaken. I urged Lieutenant Maxwell and Mr. Wheelook to leave 
me and· try to save themselves, aa they were too much exhausted to have 
any poBBible chance of getting me to the timber. The night was cold 
and we had not even a blanket,for protection, and I could see no poasible 
hope for myself. In my dazed condition, caused by the laudanum I had 
taken, I distinctly remember thinking that my time had come. But Lieu· 
tenant Maxwell and R. U. Wheelock were made of material that would 
never permit a companion when helpleBI to cross the dark river alone, and 
tl:aey would consent to nothing of the kind. To their manly, courageous 
and self·sacriflcing spirit I undoubtedly owe my life. 

Lieutenant Maxwell star~ed, but too much exhausted to walk, he lay . 
down on the crust of that cruel snow and rolled over and over that two 
miles to a cabin in the grove, suffering injuries from which be never fully 
recovered. Wheelock kept himself from freezing by his violent efforts to 
keep me awake, refusing to leave me for a moment and faithfully staying 
by me for hours until help came. At the cabin Maxwell found the old 
pioneer, Jeremiah Evans, and William Church, and these two men followed 
back the tracks Maxwell had made to where Wheelock bad remained with 
me, busily enga&'ed in keeping me from that sleep that knows no wakin&'. 

By almost superhuman efforts these two brave men dragged me to the 
cabin, and my faithful protector, Wheelock, walking, falling, and plun&'· 
ing along, sometimes lying down and rolling on the crust of the snow, sue· 
ceeded in making the cabin about the same time late iu. the night. I 
immediately went to sleep, not to awake from the effects of the dose of 
laudanum I had taken until late the following day, after the command 
had reached the grove. 

Doctor Bissell, the surgeon of the command, examined the contents of 
the vial, pronounced it almost entirely composed of laudanum and told me 
that it was a miracle that in my condition it had not killed me, and that 
my chance of living had not been over one in a thousand, which chance, 
fortunately, I waa permitted to take. 

In the afternoon the men succeeded in making their way over the snow 
from their cold, icy rest of the night, to the Evans cabin. Here they 
remained until the following morning, having traveled by the most des­
perate exertions a little more than thirty miles in four days. Here several 
men became faint-hearted from exhaustion and suffering, to which most 
of them were unaccustomed, and refused to continue the march. 

One brave man whose courage had been tested in the Mexican war and 
who was the third soldier to enter the Mexican fort when Cherubuaco waa 
stormed, declared that it waa suicidal to continue the march, that it would 
result in the destruction of the entire command, and refused to go farther. 

But this was not the spirit of the officers and of nearly all the men. 
They had started to rescue the Spirit Lake settlement, if any were left, to 
bury the dead, and if possible to overtake the Indians, and nothing but 
absolute impoBBibility could induce them to give up their purpose. 

From McKnight's point the command led by that brave, intrep;d old 
aoldier, Maj. William Williams, continued on, each day being a repetition 
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of the preceding day, until we reached what was then called the Wee~ 
Bend, and beyond that the Irish colony located a few miles northwea~rly 
from what is now the douriahing city of Emmetsburg, the fine growing 
capital of Palo Alto county. Here we rested for a short time and were 
joined by several persona living in the settlement and by Bon. C. C. Car­
penter and Angus McBane and others, who happened to be there on buai­
neBB but resided at Fort Dodge. 

During the time the command went from McKnight's point, a tar boz 
on one of the wagons was lost by a man by the name of Brazee and found 
by one who was not bleued by an extra supply of brains. 

To keep the minds of those who were au:lfering from the senre ezpos­
ure of the march it was determined that Brazee should be tried for losing 
the tar box. A court· martial was organized, witneBBea ellamiRed, and a 
formal finding was had and verdict rendered holding Brazee guilty, and 
sentence was pronounced against him that he be shot, and the man with 
but few brains was selected aa the executioner. 

He took the proceedings in dead earnest and he undoub~y would 
have carried out the sentence, only he was informed that he must wai~ 
until be received his orders, and until the time was set for the solemn 
ellecution. The result was that Brazee was in &Teat terror, fearing that 
his executioner would carry out the sentence without further notice or 
order. Finally, however, Brazee was pardoned and released from the peril 
whiob he considered so imminent. 

After the command moved on from the Irish oolony signa of Indiana 
were found around the lakes in that neighborhood. 

A few cattle had been shot and tracks that appeared like moccasin 
tracks were seen, and every little grove was searched, 

It was considered quite likely that the savages, after killing the people 
at Spirit Lake, would croll& over onto the Des Moines river and kill the few 
settlers there. I have always believed that some of the band did this, for 
unless such was the case it would be very difficult to account for the signa 
of Indian depredations we found east of the west fork of the river around 
the lakes. 

Near the lakes we drat saw in the distance some objects which seemed 
to be moving and were supposed to be Indiana, and a detail was sent ahead 
to inveati~ate. The belief was that it was a part of a body of Indiana, but 
a cloaer investigation and a nearer view revealed an ox team and a sled. 

This showed plainly that it was white people. As we approached we 
found that they had mistaken us for Indiana. They had put themselves in 
an attitude of defense, evidently intending to sell their lives as dearly as 
possible, and determined never to fall into the banda of the savages alive. 
When they found us friends, the joy of these people, about seventeen or 
eiwhteen in number, can be better imagined than described. They were 
trying to escape from the town of Springfield, in Minnesota, where the 
Indians had been repulsed, but at the coat of several killed and wounded. 

The leader was a Mr. Thomas whose son had been killed at the door of 
his own cabin, and whose arm was broken by a ride ball, and amputated 
on his arrival at Fort Dodge. Mrs. Church, whose husband found us at 
McKnight's point, a woman of fine presence, and who in the Thomas cabin 
had used a ride with as unerring-aim as the beat ride shot in that company; · 
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aaiater of hera, Miaa Swanger, who had been aenrely wounded in the 
fight; a Mr. Garver, who had alao been severely wounded, two boys wboee 
relatives had been killed in that 1lght, exoept the father of one of the boys 
who was in Mr. Thomas' oompany, and others whom I can not now call to 
mind. 

While we were at the lakes, and after supplying these refugees with 
food, the appetites of our men, on account of the cold and severe labor, 
had nearly exhausted the estimated amount of food for the march, and we 
were reduced to half rations. Much of the time, however, we were sup­
plied with raw meat, some of it beavers' meat, which was cooked by our 
night fires, each one furnishing a stick, fastening to it a piece of meat and 
holding it over the coals until ready for supper. When there was no other 
stick handy, a ramrod answered the purpose. 

For the last few days of the march we were constantly io expectation 
of meeting Indiana, of whom every settler gave information such as beat 
suited hie fancy. Thia constant watchfnlneaa, which required the station­
ing of guards at night, permitted but few hours of good, sound, restful 
sleep during the entire march. The labors of the men were of the moat 
severe character. They were almost constantly shoveling aaow, dragging 
our teams and wagons by ropes through the deep snow banks, traveling 
with sore, wet and swollen feet, and to add to the di:ftlcnlt.y, several 
became snow blind. 

The men, however, showed themaebes worthy of all praiae, for they 
endured their sufferings without a murmur. 

No trained veterans, thoroughly equipped and armed, ever did duty more 
willine-ly, more cheerfully or more faithfully. 

Few of the men were accustomed to such hardshipa. None of them 
were fully prepared for what they had to endure.· Not a man shirked hie 
duty. 

After meeting the refugees from Springfield, who would have perished 
but for our timely aid, all believed the Indiana would follow them. Tbia 
neceaaltated dpuble diligence and vJ.cilance. All we.re constantly on the 
watch after we left Mud lakes. In order not to be taken by surprise, a 
body of scouts was dispatched ahead of the main body to carefully examine 
the timber bordering on the lakes and report any further signa of Indiana 
that might be discovered. 

The signs that we had already seen indicated that Indians were near. 
The scouts sent out were ginn strict orders by our commander not to fire 
a gun unless they saw Indians, and this was to be the signal for the main 
body to hasten to their relief The scouts had gone three or four miles 
ahead of the main body and had just passed through a grove of timber 
bordering on one ol the lakes. At the time I was on horseback, about half 
way between the command and the scouts, looking out a safe place to 
croaa some creeks and ravines. 

Suddenly I beard the crack of a dozen or more rides (at least, it sounded 
to me that many) and saw two persona running out of the timber, about 
two miles beyond where I was. As I was well armed and knew the order 
given the scouts not to fire unleaa Indiana were discovered, I supposed 
the men I saw were Indians driven from the timber by the scouts whom 
I had seen enter the grove. After carefully examining the caps on my 
doubl~barreled gun and revolver, I started my horae on a full run, where 
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he was not prennted by snow banks, to head !off the supposed Iodi&na. 
When near enough to see them plainer, I saw that they were two of our 
own scouts, and learned that in passing through the grove the old hunters 
had suddenly come upon a number of beaver lying on the ice, sunninl' 
themselves, and the temptation to these old hunters was too great for 
them to resist, and forgetting their orders and their duty, they fired at the 
beaver. The two men I bad seen running from the timber were chasing 
beavers. 

Immediately upon finding out the facts and knowing the men would be 
anxious to know the cause of the firing, I started back and found every­
body preparing for a fight. 

Major Williams gave me a severe reprimand for needlessly exposing my 
life. If this reprimand could have been taken by a phonograph, and the 
picture of the scene with a kodak, it would have been more amusing than 
I thought it was at the time. Some things he said to me seemed comical. 
He was at the boiling point with rage, and those who ever knew him will 
understand what that implies. I remember, after saying a few severe 
things to me in a loud, angry tone of voice, be demanded, "Did you expec~ 
to whip all the damned Indians yourself?" I received my reprimand ia 
silence, and two years after took my revenge by marrying his daughter. 

From this point no particular incident occurred worth relating until we 
reached Granger's cabin, near the Minnesota line, several miles above 
Estherville, where our reception was very chilly. When the scouts 
returned to the command, Major Williams gave them, in his forcible style 
and emphatic language, his ideas of the duty of a soldier and their dis­
graceful conduct and the great outrage they had perpetrated in violating his 
commands. 

At the Granger cabil1 a soldier from Fort Ridgely met us and reported 
what the soldiers from that point had done and gave us what informatioa 
he had relating to the Indians and the direction they bad taken. He saili 
that after their repulse at Springfield, they had hastily fled and were thea 
probably a hundred miles northwest of the place where we were enc&mpei 
for the night. • 

The officers then held a council and all concluded the Indians had auclt. 
a start that we could not overtake them, and by this time the sun lt.u 
melted the snow to such an extent that the atreams were rising rapidly 
and in many places were almost impassable. 

It was then decided to send a detail to bury the dead 11.nd find whether 
any were yet alive around the lakes. Volunteers were called for an4 
Captain Johnson, of Company C, and many ·others, more than could go, 
volunteered. The names of this party, about twenty in all, have beea 
preserved and it will be unnecessary for me to repeat them. Captain 
Johnson was placed in command by Major Williams, and l\fe parted witJa 
these brave men expecting to meet them on our return to the Irish colony. 

The balance of the command then started on the return march. The 
fast melting snow had raised the streams and in places they were almost 
impassable. After a hard, toilsome march we finally reached the IrisJa 
colony, expecting to meet our men who had been sent to bury the dead. 
Captain Johnson never returned. William Burkholder never returned • 
The night before our arrival at the Irish colony it turned eold and there 
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wu quite a blizzard. Captain Jobn10n and hie detachment started to croaa 
from the lakes to our place of meeting u aoon u they had buried the dead. 
They became bewildered and diaagreed u to the proper course to take, 
remained all night with their frozen clothing and wet feet, in the open 
prairie without shelter or food, and in the morning thoae who had taken 
oft their wet boota were unable to get them on and they separated into 
squads and each party took the course that the men considered right, and 
d11ring the day moat of them reached the place of meeting. Captain John­
eon and William Burkholder, two u noble men u eTer lived, were frozen 
to death, and though for weeks they were hunted, their bonea were not 
fo11nd until yean after and they were identlfled by the rifle which Burk­
holder carried and had with hlm when he died. Many of thoae who came 
in were actually crazy, so that they did not recognize any of their com­
panions for some time after. It baa always been a mysteey to me that any 
of the detachment aurriTed that terrible night. On the open prairie in the 
neighborhood of the lakes, the storm was the wont that we had experi­
enced up to that time and one of the wont of Iowa atorma. The bardabipa 
which these brave men experienced and endured on the march undoubtedly 
ae.:mstom~d them to greater hardablpaand increased their powers of endur­

·ance, or not one would baTe been left to tell the tale of their su1!eringa. 
At the Iriah colony, u we had but little food, we tried to purcbue a steer, 
to be killed to ald our commlaaaey, George B. Sherman. The people 
refused to sell without the caah and we were compelled to take the steer 
by force. 

We then started down the Des Moines rinr, keeping on the billa to 
&Told the water, which by thla time conred the bottom lands. About two 
laours before dark we arrived at Cylinder creek, which we found had raised 
so rapidly that lt COTered the flat land for nearly ball a mile in width for a 
depth of from two to four feet, while the main channel of the stream was 
flfty or sixty feet wide and nry deep. 

Captain Richards and myself concluded to rig up a boat· from a new 
wagon box, which we caulked with the cotton in a bed quilt, and taking 
Guernsey Smith from my company and Mr. Mason from bia, we started 
acroaa, hoping in tbia way to be able to get the remainder across. The 
wind, however, raised suddenly from the northwest and blew so hard that 
although we balled constantly we barely reached the otberahore until our 
boat waa swamped and sunk, all getting more or leu wet. 

Captain Richards, Smith, and myself tried to reach the men on the 
other aide by calling to them.· In thia we faDed. We were exhausted 
and knew unleaa we could reach the cabin about three miles away our 
chances for the night would be poor, indeed, aa all our blankets were left 
with the men. Aa we could accomplish nothing more we started aa rapidly 
aa we could go with our wet feet, frozen bootd and clothing for the lihip­
ley cabin, wbich we reached after dark. We secured a little bread, bacon, 
and co1!ee, and then eat around the flre deying our clothing, looking out of 
the door to&ee if there waa any change for the better in the awful storm 
and wondering how it would be possible for the men to live through the 
night. Tbia was one of the longest nights I enr experienced. It seemed 
like a month to me. 

Aa soon aa we could aee we started back to the point where we had left 
the men. Captain Richards and myself did reach the place through the 
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blinding storm with the mercury a way below zero and the wind blowing at 
a flfty·mile rate, but the other men did not. 

When we reached the Cylinder creek, we could see that the men were 
all hidden from sight by the blankets and can•as oo•eri"ga of the wagons 
and then we were in great fear that all were frozen to death, as there was 
not the least &i~n of life. We remained as long as we could stand it and 
then returned to Shipley's cabin. About 3 o'clock we again faced the storm 
and reached the place a second time opposite our men. Captain Richards 
and myself had brought a rope with us when we croued onr and on our 
first trip had made great exertions to crOBB. We renewed our exertions 
at thi,. time and I tied the rope around my body, Captain Richards taking 
the other end, and finding two boards of the wagon box, put them on the 
ice, and by moving one and then the other ahead of me, while lying flat 
down tried to cross the stream, but on account of my weight constantly 
breaking the thin ice o•er the rapid portion of the stream, found it impoBBi· 
ble. Then Captain Ric!larcls, who was lighter than myself, tried the same 
experiment, I holding the end of the rope, but with no better succeaa. 

At this time, howe•er, I saw and talked with two of. the men, who 
informed me that all were safe. By the aid of the cool, le•el heads of the 
men, they had piled up as close together as they could lie, covered them· 
ael•es all over with the blankets they had, scarcely a person moving from 
Saturday nening until Monday morning, when the ice had frozen over ao 
solidly that the loaded wagons and horses, as well as the men, croaaed over 
in perfect safety. 

That was the most remarkable freeze and the worst storm I have e•er 
seen in April, from the •th, lith, and until the morning of the 6th, in the 
forty-three winters I have lived in Iowa. 

On account of the lack of food the men at this point separated aome· 
what, going in squads, with a view to securing sufficient to supply them 
until they shouM reach home. 

Thomas Calligan, a powerful, big-hearted Irishman of my company, 
whene•er we reached a stream would throw me on his shoulders aa easily 
as if I had been a child, and carry me o•er in spite of my protests against 
his doing so. 

Major Williams, when the storm came at Cylinder creek, rode back on a 
wagon to the Irish colony to look after the men who had not yet arrbed 
of the detail to Spirit Lake, sent to bury the dead. 

He and the remainder of the company arrived at J'ort Dodge on the 
lOth or 11th of April. All of those we had rescued arri•ed safely in aa .rcod 
form as could have been hoped for in their destitute and wounded condition. 

All of the command finally arrived safely except Captain J ohnaon and 
Mr. Burkholder, who perished in the awful storm not far from the Irish 
colony, on the west side of the west fork of the Des Moines river. Some 
of the party, however, had received injuries from the exposure on the 
march, from which they never recovered. 

I have doubts whether any body of men for the same length of time, on 
any march, ever su:lfered more severe hardships, more constant exposure, 
more severe bodily labor 

I do not believe the march on the Spirit Lake expedition has been sur­
paaaed by the same number of men who have ever exposed their lives to 
rescue their fellow men from peril aud death. 
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Many accounts bave been published, written by different persona Wlbo 
belonged to this command, by Major Williams, Captain Richards, Lieuten· 
ant MaxweU, ex-Governor Carpenter, Frank R Mason, Michael Sweeney, 
Harry Hoover and others, but while these several accounts differ in some 
alight particulars, they do not give in detail the incidents of this entire 
march, with only two or three exceptions, and I have tried to put in form 
for a part of the history of Iowa, the moat important events according to 
my best recollection, aided by a former account written by me and by 
such memoranda as I have before me. 

Forty-one years have passed since the events herein recited took place, 
but my recollection of these events is as distinct on about every point as it 
was the following year after they occurred. 

From a residence at Fort Dodge of about forty-three years and during 
that time, the greater part of it constantly asaociated with pioneers, men 
who had gone hundreds of miles beyond railroads, friends, relatives and 
home, I say without fear of &Uccei!Bful contradiction, that these men and 
their wives who have made Iowa what it is to-day, deserve the grateful 
remembrance of all her people, deaerve to be honored and loved by those 
who now enjoy the rich rewards of their labors. 

I never meet one of these old pioneers, I never think of one of them, 
without my heart warms with genuine affection and kindly regard for 
them and for their welfare. 

Many of the boys who marched with us on this expedition have crossed 
the silent river; many are still on this side of that river, near its shore; but 
80 long as the people of Iowa admire pluck and true courage; 80 long aa 
Americans are freemen, the story of the Spirit Lake expedition will be 
told with pride by every true man of our state and by all who are familiar 
with her history. 

You, Mr. President, and pioneer lawmakers, with whom I commenced 
my work as a legislator in the state senate in January, 1860, over thirty· 
eight years ago, I thank you one and all for asking me to put in form for 
preservation the thrilling story of the most notable event that has occurred 
within the limits of the " beautiful land," to all of us the dearest and beat 
country on the whole earth; and I only regret that I have not had the time 
to make the picture more striking and the story more entertaining, and 
that I have been compelled, in giving my personal recollections, to speak 
of myself in connection with these recollections far more frequently than 
becomes a modest man. 

Oa motien of Hon. R. D. Kellogg, the assooiatba adjourned 
until 9 o'clock to· morrow morning. 
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SECOND DAY'S SESSION-MORNING SESSION. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1898. 

Pioneer Lawmakers' association met pursuant to adjourn 
ment, at 9 o'c:ook A. M. 

President Scott in the chair. 
Meetin~ was called to order. 
Miss Nellie Thompson fa'\ored us with a song; accompani­

ment by Mrs. M. R. Bartlett. 
COLONEL ScoTT: We caonot expect to offer you anything 

that would be more pleasant than this looking into the faces 
and taking by the hand, but time waits not f Jr this, and we 
must proceed to our progr..m. 

I will take the liberty of calling for Colonel Moore's paper 
now, which is next on the prlgram after Judge Cole's, as 
Judge Cole will probably come in later. 

RECOLLECTIONS OF PIONEER DAYS IN lOW A. 

BT COL. S. A. KOOBB. 

MB. PBESIDBNT AND PIONBBB LAWKAKBB&-Let us join in congratulat­
iJ:Jg each other that we have been permitted to meet together once more 
after a separation of two yeara. We are here for the purpose of renewing 
the friendships of the long ago, to transact the bush.eas of the aasociation, 
receiving the reports of the various eommittees-listeniJ:Jg to the addresses, 
the music and songs arranged by the committee on program, for the enter­
taiJ:Jment and enjoyment of the members and the visitors who may honor 
us with their presence. 

We will :niss the familiar forms and faces of some of our members who 
at our meetings in the years gone by thrilled our hearts with their pres­
ence, the zest and good cheer with which they t-ntered into every feature, 
every thought and work that would extend the boundary of our ad'ectiona, 
make our greetings warmer and our banda slower to unclasp. 

We will miaa them to·day The hush of silence, at the call of the roll 
will apeak their names more tenderl.r than we can in loving words pro­
nounce them. 

Digitized by Coogle 



PIONEER LAW-MAKERS' ASSOCIATION. 49 

l f they were not of our own kindred and tongue, they were united to us 
by ties of companionship and association, by the memories of by-gone 
years; by the incidents and struggles connected with the lives of the pio· 
neers. Sacred be their memories. The peace of the Infinite Father, who 
giveth His beloved sleep, is theirs, and His loving arms are aroun·d them. 

This meeting I trust will be a pleasant and profitable one. It is always 
refreshing to meet and commune with old friends, whom we have known 
in other years-when we were younger and the world was sunny and 
bright, and our hopes and aspirations and visions of the future were more 
cheerful and hopeful. More hopeful and cheerful than now, because the 
years of young manhood had given us more health and strength to battle 
with the conditions incidental to the pioneer who sought to build a home 
for his old age in the wilderness of prairie that stretched out beyond his 
vision, and seemed boundless in its length and grand in its wideness," like 
the wideness of the sea." 

As the years wear on, and the wrinkles and crow-feet come to mark the 
fiigbt of time, and the "old arm chair" and the slippers and the hickory 
cane become fixtures beside the grated fire, my memory wanders back 
nnrly fifty years to the little cabin home in Iowa, that sheltered wife and 
children-the priceless treasures of my young manhood twining around my 
heart-strings, with a streBgth of tenderness and comfort that gave me a 
measure of wealth and happiness which the king in his palace never 
enjoyed, though purchased with the revenue of an empire. 

There were many of my neil!'hborsin the pioneer days who, like myself, 
bad come to Iowa not only in search of a home, but in the earnest hope of 
finding a healthy country. In my part of the country there were a large 
number of emigrants from Indiana, myself among the number. We had 
come from a section of Indiana that was rich and fruitful, but unhealthy. 
Many of them bad battled with the ague almost every year from early 
childhood. and we found it a great relief to be free from that pestilential 
s~ourge whose skeleton clutch had held us for so many weary years. 

This change for the better was ofttimes the subjEct of conversation and 
congratulation among the settlers. One of my neighbors told me a story 
of an eccentric Hoosier who was raised in a swampy region of Indiana. He 
was a thin, cadaverous looking creature, who came to Iowa and settled 
w.ith a young wife near the southern border of Davis county. He told my 
neighbor•that he was born and raised in the state of Indiana; that be had 
never been in any other state until he started to move to Iowa; that be 
bad the ague regularly every year from boyhood to manhood. Some of 
his neighbors had visited Iowa, and on their return to Indiana had told 
such wonderful stories about the health and climate, and the marvelo11s 
fertility of the soil that would produce five or six ears of corn to the stalk 
and instead of tassel there was a gourd filled with shelled corn; that one 
pound of the fine black soil, filtered through a rag, would produce a pint 
of the best quality of lamp oil; that a crowbar or bar of iron, if stuck into 
~;be ground at night, would be sprouted with tenpenny nails in the morn· 
mg. He said he did not have the most implicit faith in these stories. He 
thought them highly colored, but as he had some hope of getting to a 
more healthy climate, he resolved to marry the girl he had been courting, 
-to move to Iowa, and if he could get rid of the ague, to "grow up with 

4 
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the couutry." Be said that when he arrived in Iowa be waa so thin that 
speaking after the manner of men, be could go through a apace 80 narrow 
that the friction would take the temper from the blade of a jaek·knife, 
But he came to Iowa to get rid of the "BIIer." 

But when be got here everything seemed 80 new and strange to him. 
The aaaoeiations of his whole life were broken up. The playground of his 
childhood, bia relatives and acquaintances were 80 far away. The man­
ners and customs of his new Df'ighbora were so di:l!erent from those of his 
old home, that his homesickness became 80 oppressive aa to be almost 
beyond his control. It grew upon him from day to day uu til in his desper­
tion he resolTed to go back to Indiana to his "wife's people." 

But the oppressive thought struck him with the force of a pile driver 
that he bad left Indiana to get rid of the "ager," and that be bad not had 
a chill since be came to the state; that be bad an appetite like an ostrich, 
and but for his homesickness be could sleep like a tired boy. 

If be should return in perfect health his old neighbors would laull'h at 
his boyishness, until his life would be a burden, and he would feel that he 
richly deserved their derision. 

If be could only get the "agAr" and go back shaking, be would feel 
better. Ria excuse for returning would be a good one, and put to silence 
the jeers of his old neighbors. Be resolved to "catch the ager." 

The water on the prairies, altering through the grass and settlinc in 
the draws and little pools, waa clear aa crystal, and pure aa if filtered 
through a bed of diamonds. There was no ague to b6 found there, and_ 80 

be turned his footsteps to a stagnant pool en the bottom land, where the 
deep shade from the dense woodland surrounding it shut out the wind and 
sunlight until the water waa coated with a green, slimy moss that waa 
found in all the primitive frog ponds in the" hairy nation." 

Here, on his bended knees, he was ready to exclaim with the ancient 
philosopher, when "be had solved a difficult mathematical problem, 
"eureka!" {I have found it). Flattening himself out on an old mossy log, 
used by the ancient frogs as a stage in their gymnaaium and concert hall, 
be bent down his bead to the sluggish, stagnant water that had never 
been vexed by the ripple of an oar or the dip of a passing wing. Be blew 
aaide the green coating from the surface and drank a long, deep draull'ht 
of what be thought was veritable distilled ague, warranted genuine, 
" name blown in the bottle." 

And then be went to his cabin, ate lavishly of yellow cucumbers, put on 
his jeans wammus and laid down in the blue stem grass and waited for the 
chill. The chill did not come; but he slept for hours in the dewey graaa 
that beautiful summer night, the moon and stare ge~miug the sky with 
their splendor, kept watch and ward over the homesick Hoosier. 

He repeatedly drank from the same pool and for a time went about 
listlessly waiting for the coveted chill. But the chill never came. The 
sunlight and refreshing breezes of the Iowa prairies counteracted the evil 
e:l!ects of the stagnant water. His health begun to improve, new life and 
vigor, with strengthened nerves and muscles, came rapidly until he felt 
that be waa in perfect h•alth. With restored health, Iowa became to him 
a new heaven and a new earth He lost all desire to return to his old 
home, and in after years when relating the incident to his neighbors, said: 
" I declare to goodness that instead of catching the 'ager • I caught my 
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health and strength and lost my homesickness, and began to gain weight 
froiD the time I took the drat drink of the scummy water." 

At the county convention in 1855 I was nominated by the whigs of 
Daria county as a candidate for county judge, in opposition to the Bon. 
Harvey Dunlavy, who was afterwards a member of the house in the Bighth 
General Assembly. 

The campaign was spirited from the beginning to the end. I had been 
in the county so short a time that in some portions of it I was almest; 
a total stranger. 

One of the leading lawyers of the county, a gentleman who has since 
been honored by his party with the nomination for judge of the supreme 
court, volunteered to go with me to one of my appoiDtments, and introduce 
me to the settlers, a majority of whom were of the opposite party. We 
found a group of roughly clad men, many of them with woJfskin caps, 
awaitiDg our arrival. They held a hasty caucus and decided that the little 
fellow might apt~ak. As the spokesman exptesaed it, "We've decided to 
hear what the little feller has to say. Be's pirty narrer between the eyes, 
but maybe he's a awinge cat." 

They gave me very close attention with only a siDgle interruption, to 
know my views about freein' the niggers right amongst the whites. 

At the conclusion of my speech the lawyer attempted toaay a few words 
in my behalf; but a great part of the audience rose to their feet, andswing­
iDg their wolfskins, opened upon him with a yell terrific as the roar of a 
tem})f'&t and completely drowned his voice. Be stopped speaking, stood 
still, and casting hie eyes over the orowd, the color would come and go 
from his cheeks, his lips preaaed down closely upon hie teeth, while his 
eyes seemed almost ready to daah with hie look of contempt and defiance. 

The crowd now seemed anxious to hear•what he had to say to that kind 
of a reception. The howling ceased, and for a moment the hushed silence 
~eemed paiDful. "Now, said he you've presented your argument against 
free speech, and don't you feel ashamed of yourselves? I came down here 
with my friend to iDtroduce him to hie constituents, with whom he is to do 
buaiDeaa when he becomes the judge of the county court. I know every 
man of this howling mob that baa tried to deprive me of my constitutional 
right of free speech. And I give you fair warning here and now, that if 
yon persist in disturbing me, while I am speaking, that the very next time 
yon are arrested for stealing .bogs or sheep that I will not defend you." 
They gave him the most respectful attention. 

I was elected by a large majority. The duties of the office were numer­
ous, arduous and responsible and before I had time to become familiar with 
the aimpJeat and plainest routine work of the oftlce, I was called upon to 
decide a question of the most vital importance to every citizen of the 
county. • 

My predecessor had submitted the question of voting the aid of the 
county in the sum of 8150,000 to two contemplated railroads, one from St. 
Louis, Mo., and the other from Fort Madison, Iowa. The proposition 
was carried by a large majority. At that time there seemed but little 
faith in the road from St. Louis, and many well meaning men advised me 
as financial agent of the county to subscribe aU of the 8150,000 except a 
mere nomiDal aum in the Fort Madison road, it beiDg oonaidered a very 
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live project. In a few days after I had assumed the duties of my office the 
president and several of the directors of the Fort Madison, Keosauqua & 
Bloomfield railroad waited upon me and urged me to subscribe the whole 
amount of the stock in that company. I gave ·them respectful attention 
when not engrossed with other business. They were three days trying to 
persuade me that it was my duty to subscribe the stock; they told me that 
the people had instructed me by their votes; it was their will, and I should 
not hesitate to fulfill their instructions. But I refused to subscribe the 
sto<"k, and when pressed by the directors for my reasons, I told them 
plainly, "Gentlemen, you have given me no evidence of your ability toeom­
plete the road to the east line of my county. When you have graded, 
bridged and tied your road to my county line, and there are no deferred 
payments to be paid out of Davis county subscription of stock you may 
come and see me again; until that time I will excuse you.'' 

They went away. They never returned. I did not subscribe a penny. 
The road was not built. Seventeen years after the courts enforced the 
collection of deferred payments of stock. If I had subscribed the stock, 
that together with the accrued interest on the bonds and the costs of litiga­
tion, it would have cost my county some 83001000. I claimed no special 
wisdom nor foresight in refusi:qg. A desire to temper my power and 
responsibilities with prudence, led me safely through the crisis, and in my 
old age I am comforted in the re:dection that if I have contributed but little 
to the prosperity of my people, who intrusted me with their confidence, I 
have not squandered the inheritance of their children. 

Many of the pioneers came to Iowa with but little means except those 
invaluable treasures of the young man in a new country, hope, health and 
muscle. 

In the spring of 1851 I came. to Davis county, purchased some land and 
then went to St. Paul, Minn. The little town was full of young men 
who made my stay of ten days very pleasant. They offered to protect a 
very valuable claim for me for six months until I could move my family. 
But I bad already spent much the greater part of my ready money in Iowa, 
yet I purchased four lots in St. Paul, making a partial payment and taking 
bond for a deed. I selected a favorite l(lmong my new acquaintances as my 
agent, and gave him power of attorney to sell the lots on my order. 

In the spring of 1853 I moved my family to Iowa, and like the great 
majority of the pionP.ers, by the time I h~d bought my team, wagon and 
tools, I had no money. I directed my friend to sell the lots, pay him~elf 
for his trouble and remit the balance. Not hearing from him I wrote to 
another acquaintance, asking him what had become of my agent. He 
replied promptly that my lots which I had bought for 8230 were worth 
81,000 or 81,200, but that my agent had sold them for $650 That he had 
become very di88ipated, was aToided and shunned by his old friends, that 
he had no doubt ~quandered the money, and that I would never get a cent. 
A friend was sitting near me while I was reading the letter. I finished 
the reading, placed the letter in my pocket, and arose to go to my home, six 
miles in the country. He arose and following me to the door, placed his hand 
on my shoulder, and looking full into my eyes as if searching for my 
inmost thoughts, said to me, ''Moore, I know that there was some bad 
news in tha\ letter; I could read it in your face as you were reading 
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the letter. If you are in trouble tell me. If I can not aid you I can at 
least give you my sympathy." 

I told him the whole story and my dependence on that money, and that 
while I had plenty of land, I had not money enough to pay my way to St. 
Paul; if I had I would go there and, perhaps, secure something. Said he, 
" It will take 850 to take you there and ba.ck. I wish I had the money to 
loan you, but I have not. Wait a moment right here until I return." In 
a few minutes he returned and handed me $50 in gold. A few days after 
this I arrived at St. Paul, in the early morn, and in the dim twilight I was 
making my way from the steamboat landing to the hotel. Alone, without 
his coat or hat, I met my agent making his way to his shack on his claim 
across the river. He was going home after his night's debauch. I had not 
seen him for two yean. When I last saw him he was a clean, bright, 
intellectual and lovable ma.nly man, surrounded by many friends and pros­
perous in his business. He was now the mere wreck and outline of a man. 

Alone, in the twilight of that summer morn, he told me the story of his 
fall, and leaning his head upon my bosom sobbed like a child in deep sor· 
row, promised reformation, and that if upon the value of his claim he 
could borrow the money he would pay me eTery cent he owed me. 

I met many of my acquainta.nces made two years before. Oae of them 
invited me to take tea with him. When I arrived at his house I found my 
valise. He had paid my bill at the hotel, and insisted on my making his 
house my home during my stay in the city. I met my agent several times 
within the first two days. He told me he wa.s trying very bud to raise 
the money. But my friends told me that there was no reliance to be 
placed on his promises. That perhaps to-morrow he would go away into 
the Pembina country and thus wear me out in waiting and expenses. 
Believing that any further stay would be useless, I said to my friend with 
whom I was stopping, that I would go home to-day. This was in the 
morning while we were at breakfast. He seemed thoughtful for a moment, 
and then said, "I can not give you much encouragement. Bot stay one 
more day. Go down into the city and see your old friends, to pass away 
the time. Come back to dinner about 12 o'clock, and if I am not here don't 
wait dinner for me." 

I wandered listlessly and despondently about the streets until nearly 
noon and then started for the home of my friend . Wholly absorbed in the 
thoughts growing out of my disappointment, I was aroused by a sharp 
blow from the open hand of my agent, whose eyes glowed like balls of 
fire. I thought him crazy, and that I was in the clutch of a madman. I 
do not know how I looked, or felt or acted. "Don't shoot," he said, ''bl.'t 
sit down on this log" (which was a large hewn sill on trestles). I sat 
down. He sat down astride of the log, facing me. He pulled off his hat, 
threw the perspiration off hisfore.head with his hand, and then thrusting 
his hand into h1s pocket drew forth a buckskin pouch and swinging it 
over his head brought it down onto the sill with the force of a madman. 
"There sir," said he, "is your money, in gold, every cent that I receiTed 
for your property For three days I have been in hell-fire. Satan has had 
possession of me, soul aod body. More than fifty men have been on my 
track like blood hounda since day light this morning. I could not avoid 
them. They seemed to be stationed on every street corner, and wherever 
I turned I met a man who hailed me and spoke to me the same burning 
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words, 'you are trying to rob him-you must pay him this day.' Aa I 
turned away I met another one standing on the corner, and still another 
one, and then one by one until their name was legion. I could n,pt endure 
the pressure. I mortgaged my claim to secure the money. This day shall 
be the turning point in my life. I will never drink another drop of the 
devil'a broth. It baa ruined my health, driven away my friends and robbed 
me of my manhood. God help me to keep my Tow." 

We parted. I never saw him again. Twenty years after, I met a 
gentleman in Memphis, Mo., who knew him well. He told me that in the 
spring of 1860 he sold him a drove of young cattle and accepted his check 
for 18,000, which was promptly paid by the bank on presentment. 

These incidents which I have here related, came to my mind while 
looking backward through the mist of the restleBB years intervening 
between my first view of the boundleBB wilderness of prairie that stretched 
away beyond my vision as I stood enraptured with ita beauty, ita grandeur 
and sublimity. And in close touch with this review, came the memory of 
my early neighbors who bad staked out their claims and built their cabins 
before my arrival. I recall the names, the faces and features of many of 
them, and my memory clings to the kindness shown to me on so many 
occasions when I was sorely in need of their friendship and helpfulneBS; 
coming to me in days of trouble, financial and otherwise, when the world 
looked dark and cheerleBS. 

Many of those men were what the society man would term "unconven­
tional, illy clad and rude of speech," taking part in the sports and games 
common to a new country; making no claim to the observance of religious 
rites and ceremonies, but recognizi~g and respecting the religion of all 
others; helping to build the first log churches, and contributing to the sup­
port of the circuit rider at home and the missionary abroad; but many of 
them were outside the pale of t.lie church. But they were kind and help­
ful to each other and to the stranger within their gates. Hundreds of 
them whose friendship I have shared in those pioneer days haTe become 
weary, laid down their burdens and journeyed onward, seeking rest and 
another home, amidst the everlasting light. It is but speculation, but the 
thought is comforting, that my early pioneer friends whose unselfish kind­
neBS I hue this day remembered, will stand in the great day of judgment 
in the presence of the Infinite Father with leas stain on their souls than if 
they bad wantonly wounded· a sparrow. 

Do not understand me that the religious sentiment of the pioneers was 
neglected. The rites and ceremonies of the church were obserTed and 
cherished with zealous care. The itinerant minister or the local preacher, 
or in their absence the class leader, or some one noted for his ability to 
conduct religious services, would preside at the weekly meetings held in 
the small log schoolhouses, but more frequently in the cabin homes of the 
settlers, where rude benches were provided to supplement the few splint­
bottom chairs, and the edge of the bed and bed-rail. These neighborhood 
meetiiJgs were uEuslly led by S< meone who wculd read a chapter in the 
Bible, line out a hymn, which all persons present, whether they belonged 
to the "meeting'' or were simply known as" worldlings," were expected 
to aEsist in the singing, after the r£quest of the leader that someone would 
"please riee and start the tune." Then would follow the prayer, with 
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deep-toned and earnest aupplioation for the forgiveness of the sins of 
"omiaaion or commlaaion "-for health and strength to bear the bur· 
densandtrlalaofthe life that now is, and for clearer vlaions to "read their 
title clear to mansions in the skies " Full of pathoa, the voice of the great 
strong man would grow soft and silken in pitying tenderneaa while plead· 
ing for the safety and quietude of their homes, their families and friend&, 
nntll the tones were sweet and thrilling as the tones of a harp when ita 
strings are touched by the gentlest zephyr. And then the whole race of sinful 
men would be remembered. In his deep, earnest love, he would bear them 
on the wings of hla supplication to the throne of the Infinite Father, and 
leave them there, with their head& resting on Bla boaom, like a weary dove, 
until the aenaitive and receptive ones would seem to hear the beating of 
His heart and feel that the everlaating arms of Bla infinite love were around 
them 

As old atre creeps on and the eyes grow dim, and the sunlight grows 
paler, and the twilight seems omnipresent, I close down the curtains at 
night and with slippered feet sit and read my books and papers beside 
the grated fl.re in my little cottage home, until the weary eyelid& close 
and the shadowy past moves like a panorama before me. But there is no 
picture on that movin&' canvaa that clings to my memory of Iowa, the beau· 
tiful, as seen in .my manhood's early morn with wife and children; and 
my cabin home neatling amid the wild roses beside the little rivulet, pictur· 
esque and beautiful aa the "banks and braes of bonnie Doon. •• 

On the boundless prairies the wild flowers were brilliant in oolors, and 
fragrant as the lilies of the valley. Stretching beyond the boundary of 
vlaion the wild grass, klaaed by the summer wind&, would rise and fall in 
undulations, glinting in the sunlight or seen by the full moon on a summer 
night, when the stars were gemming the sky in all their splendor, the 
scenery was beautiful beyond description-grand and glorious as the 
prophet's vlaion of "a sea of glass mlngletl with fl.re." 

The committee appointed to report the names of persons for 
ofticers for the ensuing two yeara, submitted the following 
report: 

For president, Hon. Hoyt Sherman, of Des Moines. 
For vice-presidents: First congressional district, Hon. D. 

P. Stubbs, Fairfield; Second congressional district, Hon. Samuel 
McNutt, Muscatine; Third congressional district, Hon. F. M. 
Knoll, Dubuque; Fourth congreJsional district, Hon. L. L. 

• Ainsworth, West Union, Fayette, county; Fifth congressional 
district, Hon. T. S. Parvin, Cedar Rapids; Sixth congressional 
district:, Hon. Dan Anderson, Albia; Seventh congressional dis­
trict, Hon. Lewis Todhunter, Indianola; Eighth congressional 
district Ex·Lieut. -Gov. W. S. Dungan, Chariton; Ninth con· 
gressional district, Hon. L. W. Ross, Council Blu:ffs; Tenth 
congressional district, Ex-Gov. C. C Carpenter, Ft. Dodge; 
Eleventh congresslonal district, Hon. R. A. Smith, Spirit Lake. 

For secretary, Hon. B. F. Gue. 
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For assista.nt secretaries, Hon. John M. DJ.Vi3 a.nd Hon. E. 
M. Stedman. 

For executive committee, Hon. Is~~o~ Bl"andt. H>n. R:>b3rt 
S. Finkbine and Hon. R. D. Kellogg. 

Hon. Charles Aldrich moved. that the r ipO ·t be recaived and 
adopted, and that such adoption be deemed an election of all 
the officers so reported. Motion carried uaa'limously. 

Then followed one of the most valu~ble hist'lrica.l papers 
ever read before the association, ent'tled: 

THE IOWA FRO.NTIER DURING THE WAR OF TEIE REBELLION. 

BY BON, B. A. SMITH, 

In order to understand and properly appreciate the situation of affairs 
on our northwestern frontier at the time of the breaking out of the war of 
the rebellion, it will be necessary to make a short review of the main 
events of the few years preceding that time. It will be remembered thst 
the Iowa frontier line was pushed rapidly westward durinf!' the '50s, and 
that, though the settlements were small and confir.ed mainly to the groves 
and streams, which were often many miles apart, yet by 1857 it may be 
described as commencing at Sioux City and extending irregularly in a 
northeasterly direction, by wa.y of Correctionville, Cherokee, Waterman, 
Peterson, Sioux Rapids, Gillett's Grove and Okoboji, to Spirit L1.ke; thence 
turning abruptly to the east by way of Estherville and Emmet to the 
headwaters of the Dds Moines and Blue Euth rivers, where it extended 
into Minnesota, terminating at Mankato. 

During the flush times preceding the panic of 1857 the settlement had 
been remarkably rapid. The tide of emigration had swept across the 
state with an impetus that carried everything before it. It was not then 
deemed possible to settle on the open prairie away from timber, conse­
quently the settlements were confined to the immediate vicinity of the 
streams, lakes and groves, with which the country abouQ.ded. It will be 
remembered that, at this time, the only railroad in Iowa was from Daven· 
port to Iowa City, with a branch to Muscatine, and that all supplies, pro· 
visions and household goods had to be hauled by teams across the country, 
a distance of from 200 to 300 miles. 

A whole chapter might be written, and it would not prove a very 
uninteresting chapter either, made up of experiences and reminiscences of 
following the prairie schooner by day and sitting around the jolly camp· 
fire at night, by the families of these sturdy pioneers when j ~.JUrneying to 
their new western homes. 

From the very nature of the situation it will be seen that the frontier 
settlements were separated from each other by vast reaches of unoccupied 
prairie. 

The details of frontier life, its hardships, privations and dangers on the 
one side, and its pleasures, excitements and compensations on the other, 
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have been so often and so ably portrayed that I will take neither time nor 
space to review them. As before stated, the frontier line, commencing at 
Sioux City, extended in a northeasterly direction about 200 miles, with 
Spirit Lake at the northwestern angle. 

Between the different settlements were stretches of open prairie vary­
ing in width from five to forty miles. 

The relations existing between this line of frontier settlers and their 
Indian neighbors on the north and west had been more or less strained for 
years In fact the cordial relations which are known to have existed 
between different bands of Sacs and Foxes and their white neighbors in 
the northern part of the state were totally wanting in the intercourse 
between the early settlers and the Sioux. During the few years preceding 
the settlement of the northwestern border counties, the strained relations 
then existing had been intensified by several unfortunate occurrences, the 
most prominent of which was the premeditated murder of Chief Sidomma­
dotah and his family by the desperad?, Henry Lott, in Humboldt county, 
in January, 1854. 

The logical and legitimate outcome of this unprovoked and unpunished 
murder was the destruction of the entire settlement at Spirit Lake in 
March, 1857 Notwithstanding the fact that the band which perpetrated 
the outrages there had for years been known as an outlaw band, having 
no treaty relations with the government, yet it was impossible to get rid 
of the impression that many of the agency Indians so far sympathized 
with this band of outlaws as to be willing to share their plunder and to 
help shield them from the punishment they so richly deserved at the hand 
of the government. In qrder to understand this matter more clearly, a 
more detailed account of the location of the Indians, their reservations and 
the agencies to which they were attached is necessary. 

While nearly all the Indians between the Mississippi river and the 
Rocky mountains at this time were known as Sioux, those most intimat~ly 
connected with the border history of northwestern Iowa consisted of four 
bands with their reservation on the Minnesota river, about seventy miles 
north of the Iowa line. The numerical strength of the Sioux on this res­
ervation was estimated by Judge Flandreau, Indian agent at that time, to 
be about 8.000 men, women and children. 

This reservation was comprised of a strip of land ten miles wide on each 
side of the .Minnesota river, extending from a point a short distance below 
Fort Ridgeley to its source. 

This would make a strip over a hundred miles long by twenty miles 
wide. There were two agencies, known as the Lower and Upper agency. 
The Lower agency was at the junction of the Redwood with the Minnesob 
river, where two of the four bands mentioned received their annuities and 
supplies, and the Upper agency was near the mouth of the Yellow Medi­
cine river, where the other two bands were similarly accommodated. In 
order to make the location of the various points around which our border 
history centers better understood, I will give them as follows: New Ulm 
is in range 30, about sixty miles north of the Iowa line. Fort Ridgeley is 
in range 33, and about sixty miles from the state line, thus bringing it 
about north from Estherville. The Lower agency was about seventy miles 
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due north from Spirit Lake, while t.he Upper agency waa about twenty­
fin miles northwest. from there. 

Between t.he reeern.t.ion and the Iowa frontier line waa one •ast, 
unbroken stretch of open prairie, penetrated only by the west fork of t.he 
Dee Moines river, on which, in Jackeon county, Minnesota, there was a 
small settlement. The Indians that committed t.he maaaacre at t.he lakes 
in 1857 were originally counect.ed with t.he Upper agency, but had, years 
before, through quarrels and dueeo&ions, separated themselves therefrom, 
and making their headquarters on the Vermillion ri•er in Dakota, bad 
been for a long time known as t.he outlaw band, and while they were the 
immediate and principal actors in moet. of the petty dilioulti.- that 
oeeurred between the settlers and t.he Siouz, it is not dilicuU to belie•e that 
they were aympathized with and, to some eztent., backed up by the agency 
Indiana. Of the Indians having their headquarters in Nebraska and along 
the Mieeouri ri•er, I know but little. They were nominally at peace 
with the whites during the trouble with t.he Minnesota Indiana. 

Little Crow, the war chief of t.he agency Indians, lived in a house built 
for him by the United States go•emment a short distance abo•e the Lower . 
agency. At the time of the Spirit Lake ma868Cie, t.hie chief claimed to be 
the trm friend of the whites, and aaaiated materially in fitting out the 
relief ezpeditions sent out for the rescue of Mrs. Marble and Miaa Gardner. 
Five }ears later we find him leading hie aavage followers in t.he moat 

bloody and brutal ma88&cre- recorded in the annals of our pioneer history. 
It. ia well known as a historical fact that during the years of 1855 and 

1856 there bad been a rush of emigration to the west such as had hitherto 
been unknown, producing an era of wild speculation and eztravagance. 
Many neglected their legitimate businessand rail wild in town lot and real 
estate speculations. 

All kinds of property advanced in value at fabulous prices. Vast amounts 
of money were loaned out at as high a rate as 5 per cent a month for the 
purpose of investing in western lands. Towns were laid out and railroads 
projected in nery conceivable direction. The wildest ezcitement and 
eztravagance took the place of judicious economy and practical business 
seDBe. This state of a:ffairs could not last and 11Dally culminated in the 
crash of 1857. 

Nowhere were the disastrous consequences of that panic more. severely 
felt than on the frontier. Emigration came almoet to a standstill. Real 
estate became valueleBB and town property a by-word. The gold was soon 
swept out of the country and the currency was worthless. 

It is not hard to realize the effect of such a state of affairs on a new 
settlement. Many who fancied themsel•es as quite well-to-do and on the 
highway to proeperity and aliuence, suddenly found themselves buried 
beneath the wreckage of their own air castles. It took time for t.he frontier 
population to adapt themselves to the new order of things. In the mean­
time it became neceBSary to adopt a system Of economy and self·denial 
never before nor since known in Iowa. It was with the utmost difficulty 
that· the commonest nece88&ries of,~life could be obtained. I remember the 
only time I ever aaw my mother give up in utter discouragement and sit 
down for a good cry was when the aalt gave out and it was a serious ques· 
tion where we could get some more. 'llliis was doubtless a small thing to 
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er1 about, but' I ask my lady heart>ra, what would you have done under the 
same circumstances? All luxuries and much of what are now deemed neceaaa­
riea were wholly diapensed with. Such articles as tea and co:fl'ee, in fact gro­
ceries of all kinds, were indulged in by but very few and by them but spar­
ingly. In the matter of clothing the same rigid economy had to be observed. 
Many were the men who wore moccasins made of rawhide and pant& made 
of grain baga because they could get nothing better. ~ot worthless tramps, 
either, but men of education, intelligence and energy. It was no uncommon 
experience for families to live for days with no breadstu:fl's but such as they 
could grind in a co:fl'ee mill which, together with a supply of meat, milk 
and vegetables, furnished their entire stock of provisions. Add to these 
prh•ations the instinctive consciousness of impending danger, the ever-pres· 
ent fear of an upriaing of the hostile savages, and you have something of 
an idea of tht. difficulties and dangers, the toils and privations that were 
met, overcome and conquered by the pioneers of northwestern Iowa. 

During the few years previous to the war, and subsequent to the Spirit 
Lake massacre, there were no Indian troubles of any great magnitude and 
yet there was a continuous succession of annoying and suspicious occur­
renee& which kept the frontier settlement& in a state of perpetual dread 
and apprehension, and made life a burden to the timid and apprehensive. 

In February, 18581 a collision occurred between a party of Indians and 
a small body of settlers, near Peterson, in Clay coun'ty. After a running 
fight of about an hour in which one or two were slightly wounded, the 
settlers drew o:fl', leaving the Indians in possession. Thia a:fl'air created a 
considerable alarm along the frontier and it was decided to appeal to the 
state for protection. The legislature was then in session. A statement of 
the a:fl'air and a petition asking immediate assiatance was forwarded. By 
the way thia petition was many years afterwards dug out from among the 
rubbiah in the basement of the old capitol by Ron. George Perkins, and 
publiahed in the Sioux City Journal as one of the curious finds relative to 
pioneer hiatory. 

Governor Carpenter was our representative. His diatrict embraced 
nearly one-fourth of the state. A bill was rushea through as rapidly as 
possible, providing for the raising of a company for the protection of the 
northwestern frontier. This company was raised mostly in Hamilton and 
Webster counties. Henry Martin, of Webster City, was captain, and 
William Church, of Homer, first lieutenant. 

The company was divided into three squads and located respectively at 
Spirit Lake, Peterson and Estherville. They arrived on the frontier about 
the first of March, and were kept on duty until July, when they were 
ordered in, but not diabanded. They were again ordered into service in 
the fall of 1858, and kept on duty until the following spring, when they 
were diacharged. 

Thia question of frontier defense was a serious one for the state author­
ities. While the soldiers were at their post& and on duty but very few 
ladians were to be seen, and the few that were met with were profuse in 
their protestations of friendship. No outrages were committed and no 
indignities o:fl'ered to the settlers, thus seeming to justify the criticisms 
tlaat were made on the state authorities for such an extravagant use of the 
public funds as keeping an armed force on the frontier simply to gratify 
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the ambition of a few favorites who were desirous of wearing shoulder 
straps. 

But just as soon as the forces were withdrawn the old annoyances 
commenced again. For about a year nnw the frontier was left without 
any pretense of protection by the state whatever. In the meantime the 
United States authorities had been appealed to, to furnish more Rdequate 
protection for the frontier, but at that time they were too busy plotting 
treason and planning rebellion to have any thought or care for the few 
struggling settlers on the Iowa border. 

The state was in no condition to stand the expense of m~intaining an 
armed force on the frontier, and yet the settlers were clamorous that 
something should be done In March, 1860, at the regular session of the 
Eighth General Assembly, a· bill was passed with the following provisions: 

Sec. 2. That the governor be, and hereby is authorized to cause to be 
enrolled a company of "minute men," in uumber not exceeding twelve, at 
the governor's discretion, who shall at all times hold themselves in readi· 
ness to meet any threatened invasion of hostile Indians as aforesaid, the 
said minute men only to be paid for the time actually employed in the 
service herein contemplated. 

Sec. 3. That, of the said minute men, under the orders of the governor, 
at his discretion, and .under such regu.lations as he may prescribe, a num· 
ber not exceeding four may be employed as an active police for such time, 
and to perform such services as may be demanded of them, who shall be 
paid only for the period durin!!' which they shall be actively employed as 
aforeRaid. 

Sec. 4. There is hereby appropriated from the state treasury the sum 
of 8500, or so much thereof, as may be necessary for carrying into etfect 
the provisions of this act. 

This act was approved March 9, 1860. 
Thus we see that the state of Iowa was put on a war footing of four 

men in active service, a reserve of eight more to fall back on in case of an 
emerjl'ency, and the whole backed by an appropriation of 8500, and this 
was for the defense of 200 miles of exposed frontier. 

The minute men were enlisted and stationed on the frontier with head· 
quarters at Cherokee. Prominent among them were two brothers by the 
name of Purcell, from Hardin county. Sam, the older of the two, was 
their leader. George Lebanevowx, one of the first settlers in Cherokee, 
was also a member. 

Whether there is any record in existence giving the names of the party 
in full, how lonl!' they were kept in service, what they were paid when 
they were discharged, or any otherfacts in relation to them I do not know. 
I know they were on duty from a year to a year and a half, and I know 
they did splendid service. Th~:~y were vigilant, activd and alert, an:l 
attended strictly to their business, which was to carry dispatches from one 
point to another, to investigate and get at the truth of all reports regard· 
iog the movements and whereabouts of the Indians, and in short to make 
themselves generally useful. And they did it faithfully and well. It may 
be interesting to note in this connectidn that the last hostile Indian killed 
in Iowa was by these scouts. The story as told by the men themselves 
and afterward written up by Jacob Palmer, for the Spirit Lake Beacon, in 
February, 18921 is substantially as follows: 
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About the 1st of September they (the Purcell brothers) were out scout· 
ing near the headwaters of Mill creek and did not return until quite late at 
night. At this time they were making their headquarters at Cherokee and 
boarding with Lieutenant Lebanevowx. Not caring to disturb the family, 
who had already retired, they put their horses in the stable, which was 
c<. vered with prairie bay, and then climbed on top of it and wrapping 
themselves in their blankets were soon sleeping the sleep of the weary. 
But ere long the alert ear of one of the scouts detected an unusual noise in 

the stable below. Quietly waking his brother they listened and became 
ccovioced that Indians were attempting to steal their horses. The uight 
was moonless but starlit. How many savages were in the stable they did 
not know, yet fearlessly grasping their rifles they prepared to kill each his 
red man. Soon two of them appearEd, each leading a horse, one of which 
belonged to the lieutenant and the other to one of the scouts. Each 
selected an Indian attd fired. The one leading the hone belonging to the 
lieutenant fell dead in his tracks, while the other one, though badly 
wounded, succeeded in making his escape. A party followed the trail next 
d!iy and aEcertaintd that the horse bad dragged the Indian several miles 
before he was able to mount. It was afterward learned that this Indian, 
though badly wounded, succeeded in reaching the agency, and that he finally 
recovered, and more than that, he kept the stolen horse. 

Immediately after the breaking out of the war in the spring of 1861 
there were unmistakable signs of universal activity, and in many instances 

of hostility, on the part of the Indians; thefts clearly traceable to them were 
more and more frEquent. Horses were stolen, cattle and other stock 
killed, gardens and fields were robbed, and finally on the 9th of July two 
men, Robert Thomas and Henry Cordna, were murdered in broad day, 
light within three miles of Sioux City, and their horses taken. 

Governor Kirkwood seems to have anticipated this stde of affairs from 
the start. His sound judgment and keen penetration enabled him to fore­
see that t ven as bo&tilities commenced at the south, they would 
undoubtedly be accompanied by more or less serious trouble on the frontier. 
The suspi::ion that emissaries from the south were among the Indians 
endeavoring to incite hostilities was also prevalent. 

As early as the 25th of April, or only a few days after the fall of Sum­
ter, Governor Kirkwood wrote to Judge Baldwin of Council Bluffs, recom­
mending the forming of volunteer companies. He aays: "I authorize you 
to make any r;ucb arrangements as you may think the safety of the border 
r£ quires in the way of organizing companies and perfecting a system of 
communication with each other in case of need. I leave the whole matter 
to your discretion, confident that you will in all respects act with due 
regard to the safety of the frontier and the public interest." 

Judge Baldwin appointed Gen. G. M. Dodge his adjutant and on the 
6th of May published an open letter or circular to the inhabitants of the 
frontierccunties, embodying Governor Kirkwood's idea and explaining the 
details of their organizations. 

These communication!! are decidedly interesting as reflecting the state of 
public feeling at the time, but are too lengthy to be given here. Companies 
of " Home Guards" were formed in most of the frontier counties, some of 
them under the authority of Judge Baldwin and General Dodge, and some 
wholly independent of any authority. Of these volunteer companies the 
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one doing the moat service and making itself tbe moat prominent waa the 
company of "Frontier Guards" of tUoux City, under the command of Wil­
liam Tripp who, during the four or flve months of the summer of 18&11 

made aneral dashes after the Indians but with indifterent success. Another 
company that acted in concert with Captain Tripp's was Capt. J. P. Mor­
ton's company from Plymouth county. 

On one occasion Judge Baldwin, having ht'ard exaggerated reports of 
the danger threatening Sioux city, ordered up a company of mounted 
minute men from Mills county who, upon their arrival at Sioux City, found 
that they had been following up a false alarm. 

Not far from this time the authority for looking after frontier protec­
tion was transferred from Judge Baldwin to Judge A. W. Hubbard of Mioux 
City, as being more convenient to and having a more intimate kDowledge 
of the needs of the inhabitants. While the incidents above referred to 
were transpiring in the southern and more populous counties of the west­
ern border the more sparsely settled counties further north were more 
exposed if the Indians actually meant war. While their operations were 
confined merely to horae stealing they would naturally go where horses 
were plentieat. And this is what they did do. 

Duri.Dg the years 1860 and 1861 but very few parties of Indiana were 
seen in the neighborhood of the lakes or the Des Moines river, and the few 
that were seen always took special pains to convince the settlers of their 
friendship. I think thia was true of all the settlements to the north and 
east of us. 

The thieving and· marauding bauds seemed to be getting in their work 
along the Little Sioux from Peterson to Correctionville and •P the Floyd 
and Big ·sioux. 

During the summer and fall of 1861 moat of the young men and others 
who could do so enlisted in the United States service, thus taking out the 
very class on whom the settlers had learned to depend for scouting and 
information. 

True, many of them enlisted in a company having headquarters in Sioux 
City and known as Sioux City cavalry, but it was not then kDown how 
aoo~ they might be ordered to the front. 

The feeling of unrest and insecurity which prevailed at all times to a \ 
greater or leas extent became much intensified The premonition of com· 
ing danger and impending disaster was more strongly felt now than ever 
before. 

No person realized the importance of defending the frontier along ita 
then existing linea more than Governor Kirkwood. This he reSolved to do 
though he might at times stretch his authority in so doing. In July, on 
the strength of threatening reports from the border, he ordered the enlist­
ment of forty men in this city, the command of whioh was given to Judge 
Mitchell. On the 17th the company left for Sioux City, where they received 
their outfit, including tents and camp equipage. From there they went to 
Cherokee, where they established headquarters, from which point they 
sent out scouting parties in everydlreotion, Captain Mitchell himself going 
north, visiting the lakes and the various points along the Little Sioux. 
This company remained at Cherokee.until some time in September, whea 
they returned to Des :Moines. 
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It was about this time that the Sioux City cualry was being railed, aud 
through the active e:fforta of Judge Hubbard was for the time being held 
for service along the frontier. This company was under the comrn1ond of 
Capt. A. J. Millard of Sioux City, and was ordered into the state service 
September 25th, by the governor, and mustered into the United States 
aervice November 19, 1861. They numbered about a hundred men and 
were divided into squads and stationed at different points, aa the exigen· 
ciea of the case seemed to require. 

This arrangement proved the moat satisfactory of anything that had yet 
been devised for frontier protection, and was kept in force up to the time 
of the outbreak in Minnesota in August, 1862. For about a year now com­
parative peace and quiet reigned along the frontier. No depr&lationa of 
any magnitude were reported, and but few small parties of Indiana seen. 
It was the proverbial calm before the ,storm, and when the storm did break 
it was with unp~cedented violence and fury. 

In order to properly appreciate the situation of at!airs on the Iowa fron­
tier at this time it was necessary to know a little of what was going on in 
Minnesota. At the same time, as before stated, there were about 8,000 
Indians on reservations along the Minnesota river at a distance varying 
from sixty to 100 miles north of the state line. Between these reservations 
and the Iowa frontier settlements was one vast stretch of open prairie that 
the Indians could crosa at any time in two days, so that in case of trouble 
the Iowa frontier was just as much exposed as was that of Minnesota. 
Various reasons have been assigned as causes for the outbreak of 1862. 
Judge Flandreau, formerly Indian agent, who don btlesa understands the au b· 
ject as well as any man living, asaigna it mainly to the manner in which 
the annuities were paid. They were paid largely In goods and not in 
money, and the war sent prlcee up so much higher than they had ever 
been before, that the Indians only received about one-third aa many blan­
kets, or one·thlrd aa much ammunition and provision• as they had formerly 
done. This they did not understand, and thought they were being cheated 
by the officers, and taken with the fact that the payments had been 
unavoidably delayed is given as one of the chief causes of the outbreak. 

Another, and perhaps the most potent, cause was that the agent proposed 
paying the money part of the annuities in greenbacks instead of gold, as had 
formerly been done, but the Indians, not long up in the modern ideas of 
1luance, absolutely refused to receive the llat money. It was afterward 
exchanged for gold. 

Judge Flandreau's account of the commencement of the trouble is about 
as abort and concise as it could be made. In an article written thirty years 
later he nys: "Everything about the agencies up to the 18th day of August, 
1862, presented the unusual appearance o! quiet and security. On the 17th 
of August a small party of Indiana appeared at Acton and murd~red several 
settlers. Whether these Indians left the agency with this intention ia 
d'oubtfnl, but on the news of these murders reaching the Indiana at the 
Upper agency on the 18th open hostilities were at once commenced, and 
the traders and whites were massacred. 

Similar events occurred at the Lower agency on the same day, where 
nearly all of the traders and whites were butchered, and several who got 
away before the general masaacre commenced were kllled before reaching 
Fort Ridgeley, thirteen miles below. Nearly all the buildings at both agen· 
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cies were destroyed and such property as was valuable to the Indians was 
carried off and appropriated by them. 

At this time ll'ort Ridgeley was garrisoned by a si~gle company, mostly 
raw recruits, under Captain Marsh who, upon hearing of the trouble at the 
agencies, immediately set out. with about half of his command for the Lower 
agency. He saw no Indians on hia way up and on arriving at the ford 
opposite the agency halted his men before attempting to cross. At this 
moment Indians sprang out of the grass and bushes on every side and 
poured in on them a deadly fire. The attack was made with such sudden­
ness that only thirteen of the original number lived to reach the fort. 
This was on the 18th of August. On the afternoon of the 20th they made 
.a furious attack on Fort Ridgeley, but did not succeed in carrying it. 
During the night the Indians were reinforced and renewed the attack the 
next day, but were finally driven back. Finding their efforts baffled, the 
Indians drew off, and concentrating all of their available forces, descended 
upon ·New Ulm, thirteen miles below, the next morning Here the fight­
ing was desperate. Over one hundred hcuses were burned and sixty men 
either killed or wounded during the first hour and a half, but the settlers 
fought with determination and the savages were finally driven back. 
The Indians now retired up the river and were not heard from for several 
days. On . the 31st of August a force of 150 men under Maj Joseph R. 
Brown was sent up to the Lower agency to bury the dead and learn what 
they could of the movements of the Indians. They met no signs of 
India~s and on the evening of the second day went into camp near the 
head of'' Birch Coolie," about thirteen miles from the fort, having seen no 
signs of Indians. They selected their camp ground more for its con­
venience to wood and water than its means of defense. They even neg­
lected the usual precaution of posting sentries or throwing out pickets, 
but, partaking of a scanty meal, they threw themselves on the ground to 
sleep as unconcernedly as if they were not in an enemy's country. Dur­
ing the night they were surrounded by the largest body of savages that 
had yet been brought together, and in the morning twilight a murderous 
fire was poured into them from every side by a invisible foe. It was the 
old story so often repeated in American frontier history, of reckless confi­
dence, an ambuscade, a surprise, an unseen foe and indiscriminate 
alaughter. For over thirty hours this band lay exposed to the deadly fire 
of a concealed enemy many times their number, and it was not until near 
D.oon of the second day that they were relieved by the arrival of General 
Sibley with his command. Over one-half of Brown's command were either 
killed or severely wounded. General Sibley knew that the Indians had in 
their possession many white captives, how many he did not know, but his 
first object was to rescue them alive if posaible. In order to open com­
munication with Little Crow, he left the following communication fast­
ened to a stake on the battlefield of Birch Conlitl: "If Little Crow has 
any proposition to make, let him send a half breed to me and he shall be 
protected in and out of camp." 

Little Crow's anawer was evasive and did not mention the prisoners at 
all. Several other communications were sent back and forth, but without 
satisfactory results. 

Sibley finally became convinced that the Indians would not give up their 
priaonera without a fight. Accordingly on the -of Septt-mberheattacked 
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tbem at Wood lake, winniog an eaay •ictory. He now made another 
demand for the prisoners. The Indians were by this time hopelessly 
divided. Some were in fa•or of throwing themselves on the leniency of 
the government and the other11 were in favor of 8ghting it out to the bitter 
end. The 8nal result was that the main body, with the prisoners, sar• 
rendered, while Little Crow, with a considerable namber of bllowers, 
escaped up the river. The number of prisoners rescued waa about 250 
women and children. There waa but one man among them. Of the 
Indians taken prisoner, most of them had been more or less concerned in 
the unprovoked massacre of hundreds of women and children, and the 
serious question now arose what should be done with them. To treat them 
as prisoners of war would be a burlesque, and it would hardly do to kill 
them. It was 8nally decided to try them by a military commission, and 
one was immediately formed, and between September 30th and November 
5th examined f25 c&aes, of which 321 were found guilty and 303 sentenced 
to be shot. About this time a great outcry was raised that Minnesota waa 
contemplating a horrible crime, in the murder of defenseless prisoners. 
President Lincoln ordt!red a copy of the proceedings to be sent to the 
department, and after full investigation issued au orderdesigoatingthirty· 
nine of the leaders to be executed and 8xlng Friday, December 16, 1862, aa 
.. the date of their execution. The order closed aa follows: "The other 
condemned prisoners you will hold subject to further orders, taking care 
that they neithel' escape nor are subjected to any unlawful violence." 

The president's order was obeyed. The leaders were execUted in 
accordance with their sentence while the balance were held as prisoners in 
Mankato until the next spring, when they were put aboard a steamer and 
taken down to Davenport, where they were kept con8ned until July, 
when they were sent up the Miuouri and turned loose on a reservation. 
This move bas always been regarded by those who understood the situation 
as a grave mistake. 

It is doubtless true, or largely so, that most, if not all, the subsequent 
troubles with the Indians on the upper Missouri and the great western 
plains hav., grown out of the evil counsels of these Minnesota Indiana. 

It is claimed that the same Indiana planned and executed the Custer 
maseacre in 1876 that ambushed Major Brown's force at Birch Conlie and 
Captain Marsh at the Lower agency in 1862. But I have already given 
altogether too much space to this Minnesota campaign. 

The drat intimation we in Iowa had of the troubles in Minnesota came 
about as follows: 

On the morning of the 22d of Augaat. 1862, a Norwegian by the name 
of Nelson came into Spirit Lake, bringing two children that hehadcarried 
in his arms from his home on the Des Moines, some dve miles above Jack· 
son. It appears that the inhabitants along the l'iver had become alarmed 
at the reports of the depredation& at the agency and held a public meeting 
to devis~ some means of defense. 

This was on the 21st day of Angus~. Upon returning to their homes 
they found that the Indians had been there during their absence and plun· 
dered their homes and mardered their families. 

The man Nelson referred to found his family mardered except the two 
children before mentioned and they had been taken up by the heels and 

5 
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their heads knocked against the corner of the cabin and left for dead on 
the ground. 

One of the children afterwards died; the other recovered. 
A small party immediately went from the lakes to the Des Moines, who, 

making a hasty reconnoisance, returned next day, when a larger party 
was organized, who went over, and, upon arriving at Jackson, were joined 
by a small party from Estherville. Together they followed up the Des 
Moines some fifteen or twenty miles and camped near a cabin that the 
Indians had besieged for about forty-eight hours, and had only left that 
morning. Both parties returned next day. The total number of bodies 
found and buried on this trip was about fifteen. By comparing dates, it 
will be seen that the settlement on the Des Moines was destroyed the same 
day as the attack on Fort Ridgeley, and the two places being over sixty 
miles apart, the same Indians could not be at both places, showing con­
clusively that they were carryin~ out a previously formed plan, and it has 
since been ascertained that the plan embraced the destruction of the set­
tlements on the Upper Des Moines, and at the lakes in Iowa and down the 
Little Sioux, as well as those in Minnesota. It is more than probable that 
the Indians found that they could not execute their designs as rapidly as 
they had planned to, and this gave the settlers time to pull themselves 
together and measure their danger and l"repare to meet it. The excite­
ment which followed the a:lfair was intense. The whole line of frontier 
settleJ¥nts, from Mankato to Sioux City, was for a time abandoned, except 
Estherville and Spirit Lake, which were, by the way, the most exposed 
points on the whole line. The inhabitants of Dickinson county gathered 
at the court house, which was then in course of construction, the walls 
being up and the roof on. 

Efforts were immediately made to secure more efficient government 
protection. Either this must be done or the entire frontier line would be 
abandoned. In tile meantime the settlers determined to do the best they 
could for themselves. A detachment of the Sioux City cavalry arrived at 
tipirit Lake the same day the second party of scouts returned from up the 
Des Moines, and it was decided to at once erect a stockade around the 
unfinished court house. There was a saw mill at Okoboji, with logs 
enough in the yard for this purpose. These were taken possession of and 
the logs cut into planks about four inches thick. These planks were set 
on end in a trench about three feet deep and from twenty to thirty feet 
from the court house walls. After remaining forted up at the old court 
house for about a week, the settlers decided to go back to their claims, and 
the court bouse was occupied from this time on by United States troops. 

At Estherville, also, the inhabitants took immediate steps for defense 
by building a stockade fort an-i organizing a. company for such service as 
might be needed. 

In the meantime a. vast deal of scouting was done by persons acting 
independent of any organization. At the time of the Minnesota outbreak, 
Governor Kirkwood issued a proclamation calling a special session of the 
Ninth General Assembly, to meet on the 3d day of September, for the pur­
pose of putting Iowa's quota. of troops in the field, but deeming that the 
emergency required immediate action, he at once, on the 29th of August 
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sent a communication to Col. S. R. Ingham, of Des Moines, of which the 
following is an extract: 

"S. R. ltJgbam, Esq.: 
SIB-I am informed there is probable danger of an attaok by hostile 

Indiana on the inhabitants of the northwestern portion of our state. * * 
* * You will please proceed at once to Fort Dodge, and to such other 
points as you may deem proper. ·Use the arms, ammunition and money 
placed at your disposal in such manner as your judgment may dictate as 
beat to promote the object In view, to-wit, the protection of the inhab­
itants of the frontier. * * * * Use your discretion in all things and 
exercise any power I could exercise if I were present, according to your 
beat discretion. Please report to me ·in writing. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. S.AMUBL J KIRKWOOD." 

Colonel Ingham at once proceeded to the performance of his duties. He 
visited the moat exposed settlements on the frontier, and, upon his return 
to Des Moines, reported to the governor. This report was quits lengthy. 
I will give a few extracts. He nya: · 

"I have the honor to report that in compliance with your order, I at 
once proceeded to the northern bot'der of our state to ascertain the extent 
of the supposed difficulty. * * * I visited Dickinson, Emmet, Palo Alto, 
KoSButh, Humboldt, and Webster counties, and found many of the inhabi­
tants in a high state of excitement and laboring under constant fear of an 
attack by Indiana. Quite a number of families were leaving their homes 
and moving into the more thickly aettlt>d portions of the state. 

"This feeling, however, seemed to be more intense and to run higher in 
the more inland and remote counties from the border than in the border 
counties themselves. 

" In Emmet and KoSButh 1 had the settlers called together in order that 
I might learn from them their :views, or rather what was neceBBary to sat­
isfy and quiet their fears and apprehensions. They expressed themselves 
freely and were very temperate in their demands. They said all they 
wanted or deemed necessary for the protection of the northern border was 
a small force of mounted men stationed on the east and west forks of the 
Des Moines river to act in concert with the United States troops then sta­
tioned at Spirit Lake, but that this force muat be made up of men such as 
they could choose from among themselves who were familiar with the 
country and had been engaged in hunting and trapping for years and were 
more or lt>BB familiar with the habits and customs of the Indiana, one of 
which men would be worth half a dozen such as the state had sent up 
there on one or two former occasions. In a small force of this kind they 
would have confidence, lJut would not feel safe with a much larger force 
of young and inexperienced men, such as are usually raised in the more 
central portion& of the state. 

"I at once authorized a company to be raised in Emmet, Kossuth, and 
Palo Alto counties." 

This report of Colonel Ingham's, which is quite lengthy, was not filed 
with the governor until after the legislature had convened. 
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The first measure passed at this aeasioo was a bill for an act to provide 
for the protection of the northwestern frontier of Iowa from hostile 
Indians. I will give the first section only; 

" Section l . Be it enacted by the general assembly of the state of Iowa, 
that the governor of the state of Iowa be and he is hereby authorized and 
required to raise a volunteer force in the state of Iowa from the counties 
most convenient to the northwestern border of said state, of not less than 
500 mouated men, and such other force·as he may deem necessary, to be 
mustered into service by a person to be appointed by the governor, at such 
place as he may de~:;ignate, to be stationed at various points in the north­
western counties of said state in. such numbers in a body as he may deem 
beat for the protection of that portion of the state from hostile Indians, a• 
the earliest possible moment. ' ' 

The balance of the bill relates totheeolisting, mustering in, equipping, 
and arming the force thus created. This bill was introduced, run the 
gauntlet of the committees, passed both houses and was signed by the gov­
ernor inside of five days, which, considering its magnitude and importance, 
was remarkably quick work. While the above bill was pending the legis­
lature also passed a joint resolution -asking aid from the general govern­
ment, of which I will give only the preamble: 

"WHEBEA.s, For several months past, the Indians residing along the 
. northwestern lines of the state of Iowa, in Minnesota and Dakota, and iR 
the country in that vicinity, have exhibited strong evidence of hostility to 
the border settlers, and have committed depredations upon the property 
of these settlers, and have finally broken out into open hostility, not only 
committing gross acts of plunder, but have committed the most cruel bar· 
barities upon the defenseless citizens residing in the southern and south­
western border of Minnesota, murdering with unparalleled cruelty a large 
number of these citizens and their families, in the immediate vicinity of 
our state, burning their homes and destroying their property; and, 

" WHEREAS, It is believed from the general uprising of these Indians 
and the greatextentof their depredations, and from various circumatances 
relating thereto, that they are invited to these acts of cruelty by evil-dis­
posed whites from our enemies, and that a general Indian war is impend­
ing; and, 

"WHEREAS, The people along the borders of Iowa and Minnesota are 
deserting their homes and fieeing to places of safety in the interior of the 
state, and entirely abandoning their homes and property for places of 
safety, therefore, 

Resolved, By the general assembly of the state of Iowa,'' etc. 
The resolution was an urgent appeal to the general ~rovernment for 

immediate assistance and was passed at the same time as the bill providing 
for the northern border brigade. This bill and resolution were approved 
by the governor on the 9th day of September and Colonel Ingham reported 
to the governor on the next day. 

On the 12th Governor Kirkwood issued general orders No. 1, directing 
where the several companies should be raised and appointing Colonel 
Ingham as his representative in seeing that the law was complied with. 
Be ordered the companies to be recruited as follows, to-wit: 

One at Sioux City, one at Denison in Crawford county, one at Fort 
Dodge, one at Webster City, which, with the one already raised in Emmet, 
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Palo Alto, Kouuth and Humboldt counties, made up the five c<.mpaniea. 
These companies were ofllcered as follows: 

Company A-W. H. Ingham, of Algona, captain; Ed. McKnight, of 
Humboldt, first lieutenant, and Jesse Coverdale, of Emmet, second lieu­
tenant. 

Company B-William Williams, of Fort Dodge, captain; John M Hefiey1 

of Fort Dodge, first lieutenant, and Jasper N. Bell, second lieutenant. 
Company C-H. W. Crupper, of Webster City, captain; L. L. Estes, of 

Webster City, first lieutenant, and Samuel M. Purcell, of Alden, second 
lieutenant. 

Company D-James M. Butler, of Denison. captain; Henry C. Laub, of 
Denison, first lieutenant, and John L. Grossman, of Little Sioux, second 
lieutenant. 

Company E-J. N. White, of Sioux City, captain; Charles Rustin, of 
Sioux City, first lieutenant, and Charlet~ Atkins, second lieutenant. 

Lieut. James A. Sawyer, of the Sioux City cavalry, was chosen lieuten­
ant colonel, this being the rank of the commanding officer. Lewis H. 
Smith, of Algona, was appointed quartermaster. The men were assigned 
to their posts as rapidly as possiblt-. One company was stationed at Chain 
Lakes, one at Estherville and portions at each of the following points: 
Ocheyedan, Peter11on, Cherokee, Ida, Sac City, Correctionville, West Fork, 
Little Sioux and Melbourne Captain Millard's company of United States 
troops was stationed at Spirit Lake, thus forming a complete line of com­
munication betweea Chain Lakes and Sioux Citv. The state troops were 
kept in service about a year and a half. In the meantime the bulk of the 
hostile Indians had been driven west of the Missouri river and the situation 
was considered one of comparative safety. After the state troops were 
discharged a portion of the stations were abandoned and the balance occu­
pied by United States troops, mostly detachments of the Sixth and Seventh 
Iowa cavalry. 

The services rendered by these soldiers on the frontier have never been 
appreciat<-d at anywhere near their true value. The taunt that at the 
time was so often heard, that they went into the frontier service so as not 
to i>e obliged to go south, was an unjust one, as any of 'them, except those 
who had families on the frontier settlements, would have been glad of the 
change. The frontier service, if not so dangerous, W<is far more laborious 
and tiresome than service at the south. 

Now that I have devoted so much time to the military operations on 
the border, I have none left for the settlers-the common people-for the 
settlers of northwestern Iowa were very common people. We had no 
Daniel Boone or Moses Van Camper; no Kit Carson or Jim Bridges-just 
P.Very-day people who had come west to make their homes and "grow up 
with the country." 

How they lived, how they fared, how they felt, what they did, what 
they thought-these are all interesting questions which I have no time to 
answer. 

Agriculture waa neglected. Tl)e settlers had not had time to turn their 
claims into farms when the outbreak came, and in the turmoil and excite­
ment which followed, it was impoasible to do so. Then soldiering is not 
very COIIlducive to regular habitll, any way. One important source of reve­
nue for these early settlers was the fur business. The country being on 
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the "height of land" is more diversified by sloughs, ponds and small lakes 
than the balance of the state. These waters were inhabited by large 
numbers of otter, mink and muskrats, while the streams were alive with 
beaver. 

It will be remembered that during the war, fur was one of the few arti­
cles of commerce produced in the United States that would command gold 
in the European markets, consf'quently it went up to a fabulous price. 

I would like to have given some statistics of the fur trade in northwest· 
ern Iowa during the 60's, but so far as I know there are no reliable fig· 
ures to be had. I have already exceeded the limits set for myself, and yet 
there are 80 many things that 1 have not touched upon, 80 many points left 
unnoticed, that my paper seems very incomplete, long as it is. 

It would be interesting to con~rast the conditions and note the changes 
the last thirty years have produced. The vast expanse of treeless prairie 
stretching away indefinitely to the northwest, which was once considered 
but a northern extension of the great American desert, baa been converted 
into fertile fields and busy cities; thriving villages and prosperous com· 
munitiea are scattered through this re~~:ion, where 80 bhort a time since 
seemed one vast expanse of loneliness and desolation. Vast herds of sheep 
and cattle are now grazing on the fertile plains where then roamed the elk 
and buftalo. The bum of industry is heard in lieu of the preparations for 
defense against the attacks of a savage foe. The Indian trail bas given 
way to the iron track. The shrill warwhoop is superseded by the shriller 
whistle of arriving and departing trains. 

Travel and traffic are substituted for scouting and picket duty. The old 
stockades have long since been torn down, and in their places are uow seen 
the depot, the machine shop or the power house. The frontier line baa 
been wiped out, and the hardy pioneers who defended it so faithfully and 
so well have many of them pa88ed to the mysterious beyond, while the few 
remaining have become old and gray, and bent and bowed, and are only 
waiting the final summons when they, too, shall pass down and out, and 
the places that know them now shall know them no more forever. 

Hon. John F. Duncombe said: 

I will take the liberty of making a statement. I was captain of one of 
the companies in the United States service at the time of this Minnesota 
trouble, and a gentleman gave me for the drat time the information, which 
he stated that be had received from General Sully, that the real foundation 
of this massacre lay in the fact that they bad attempted to pay the 
Indians in papf'r money when, before, they bad been paid in gold, and it 
arose out of that circumstance. That was the real foundation of that 
trouble, 

Dr. Yeomans said: 

I desire to express my appreciation of the paper that has just been read. 
I think that paper and the paper by my friend Duncombe are two of the 
most important papers that will go on the record. I am especially inter· 
ested, for the reason that I was a resident of Sioux City during the time 
that all of the events occurred, and I know the statements made are true. 
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I waa an officer under General Sully, and mustered lntoJthe service of one 
of the United States companies that Mr. Smith has mentioned. 

Ho 1. Peter Melendy arose and made a few remarks with ref­
erence to the paper just read, ba.viDg participated in some of 
the exciting incidents referred to. 

SURVIVING OFFICERS OF THE TERRITORIAL AND STATE GOV­
ERNMENTS FROM 1838 TO 1858. 

BY EX·LIICUT.•GOV. B. P. GUB. 

I was delegated by the association at the session of 1896, to present to 
this session a list of the surviving officials of our territorial and state gov­
ernments up to the close of the year 1!157. From the beat Information I 
have been able to procure I submit the following roll of the aurvivors at 
the date of the aRSembling of this session. 

TBBBITOBIAL GOVItRNMitNT PBOM 1838 TO 18·6-EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, -=-
Bon. Theodore S. Parvin is the sole survivor. He served as the drat 

private secretary to the drat territorial governor, Robert Lncaa, in 1838-39. 

waa the drat territorial librarian, having been appointed in 1839 by Gover­
nor Lucas. 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 

Bon. T. i Parvin, who was district attorney of the middle district of 
Iowa for 183940, is the only survivor of all the judges, clerks, reporters, 
prosecuting attorneys, marshals and practicing attorneys who were 
admitted at the drat. term of the supreme court. 

OTBEB UIUTED STATES OPPICEBS. 

Of these none survive. The venerable Gen. George W. Jones, the 
last of them, who was surveyor-general of Iowa in 18•0, died last year. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

First territorial legislative assembly, t838, convened November 12th; 
the council consisted of thirteen members and the house of twenty-six 
members. Dr. Gideon S. Bailey, wbo was a member of the house is the 
sole survivor of that legislature, and also of the Second Assembly, which 
met November •, 1839. In t8•o. the Third Assembly, which convened at 
Burlington, November 2d, Dr. Bailey was a member of the council, and 
Judge Francis Springer, of Louisa county, was also a member of the coun­
cil; they are the only survivors of thit asiembly. Dr. B-'iley still lives 
at his old home, Vernon, in Van Buren county, and Judge Springer lives 
at Albuquerque, in New Mexico. · 

Of the Fourth Assembly, which convened at Iowa City, December 6, 
18U, Dr. Bailey and Gen. C. H. Booth, of Dubuque, are the only survivors. 
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Of the Fifth, which met at Iowa City, December 5, 18421 Judge Springer 
is the sole survivor. 

Of the Sixth, which assembled at Iowa City, December 4, 1843, Judge 
Springer, and Robert Smyth, of Linn county, who waa a member of the 
bouse, are the only survivors. 

Of the Seventh, which convened at Iowa City, May 5, 18451 Frederick 
Hancock, who was a member of the house from Van Buren county, is the 

· only survivor. 
Of the Eighth, which aasembled at Iowa City, December 1, 1845, and was 

the last of the territorial legislatures, Frederick Hancock is the only sur· 
vivor. 

Of the officers of these eight territorial assemblies, the only survivors 
are: T. S. Parvin, who was secretary of the council in 1840, and then lived 
at Muscatine; and .Judge J. F. Kinnev, secretary of the council in 1845, 
who then lived at Fort Madison, now living at San Diego, Cal. 

FIRST CO:NSTITUTIONAL CO:NVE:NTION OF 1844, 

This convention consisted of seventy-two members, and assembled at 
Iowa City, on the 7th of October; Dr. Gideon S. Bailey is the only survivor. 

SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1846. 

There were but thirty·two delegates in this convention, which assembled 
at Iowa City, on the 4th of May. The survivors are, Gov. Alvin Saunders, 
Omaha, Neb.; Judge J. S. Richman, Muscatine, and Dr. John J. Selman, 
Bloomfield. Dr. Sylvester G. Matson, of Jones county, died a few days 
before this ses1>ion began. 

STATE GOVERNMENT OF IOWA, 1846. 

The survivors, as far as I can learn, are, Bon. James Harlan, Mt. Pleas· 
ant, supelintendentof public instruction, 1847; Ron. John F. Kinney, judge 
of the ~upreme court, now at San Diego, Cal. 

Member of the senate of 1846, Ron. John J. Selman. 
Members of the house, Bon. Robert Smyth, Mt. Vernon, Linn county; 

Bon. Anderson McPherrin, Mt. Zion, Van Buren county. 

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

Both deceased. 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, 

Dr. G. S. Bailey, marshal, at Vernon; Bon. T. S, Parvin, clerk, Cedar 
Rapids. 

CONSTJTUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1857. 

This convention consisted of thirty-six members and assembled at Iowa 
City on the 19th of January, 1857. 

The survivors are as follows: 
The president, Judge Francis Springer, now at Albuquerque, N. M.; 

Bon. R. L. B. Clarke, Henry county, now in Washington, D. C.; Hon. W. 
P. Clarke, Johnson county, now in Washioarton, D. C.; Bon. A. R. Cotton, 
Clinton county, now in San Francisco; Bon. J. C. Traer, Benton coun~, 
Vinton; Bon. Lewis Todhunter, Warren county, Indianola; Bon. Daniel 
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B. Solomon, Mills county, St. Louis, Mo.; Bon. Harvey J. Skiif, Jasper 
county, Newton, and Hon. John H. Peters, of Delaware county. 

The following letter of .T L. Clarey of the Saturd .. y R9view, 
was read, relative to (Jbtainiog pbot<'graohs of the members 
for the use of the next number of the • · Illustuted Iowa " 

Maj. Hoyt Shemlan, City: 
DBAR MR :SHBRMAN-I do not know whether ~r not to address you as 

president as yet, as I have not uoticed whether or not. your el~ction to 
that office takes eifect immediately; but whether you are president or not 
I would ask you to kindly suggest to the attendants upon the meeting of 
the Pioneer Lawmakers' association that I would like very much to have 
group photographs of them, from which to make engravings to be used in 
our next number of "Illustrated Iowa." 

1 would suggest that better eifect can be bad if they could be photo­
graphed in groups of about twt'nty or twe.aty-fl.ve each, and, if they decide 
to sit for photographs, think it would be well to ask the photographer to 
so pose them that the heads and shoulders only would show. 

We expect to make the platt's at our own expense, but would be very 
glad if the photographs could be furnished us. Would also appreciate it if 
someone connected with the association would write a suitable article, 
telling briefly of the Pioneer Lawmakers' organization and of the personnel 
of its members. The personal remarks would nt'cessarily have to be vel"y 
brief. 

As I understand it, photographers nowadays can give satisfactorY. sit­
tings even on cloudy days, so that it will not be necessary to let the dis· 
couraging condition of to-day's weather bar the members from taking the 
step suggested. Yours respectfully, 

J. E. CLARitY, 

On motion of Maj. Hoyt Sherman, Mr. Clarey's pr. position 
was accepted and the nteessary stt:ps were taken to comply 
with his r£que&t. 

The committee appc..inted t') visit the senate and invite that 
body to meet with us, reported that they had performed that 
duty and that the invitation was accepted. 

Hoo. T. B. · Perry of Albia, Monroe county, then read an 
interesting paper entitled '• The Old Board of Education," of 
which body he was a very competent and efficient member. 
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THE IOWA BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

BY BON. T. B. PBRBY, 

The board of education of the state of Iowa was created by. article 9 of 
the new constitution of 1857. It was composed of one member from each 
of the eleven judicial districts in the state, and the governor ex·officio, the 
lieutenant-governor being the presiding officer and entitled to give the 
casting vote in case of a tie. The first election occurred on the 12th day of 
October, 1858, and the following members were chosen: 

First district, Charles Mason, four years. 
Second district, T. B. Perry, four years. 
Third district, George P. Kimball, two years. 
Fourth district, D. E. Brainerd, four years. 
Fifth district, Dan Mills, four years. 
Sixth district, S. F. Cooper, two years. 
Seventh district, T. N. Canfield, two years. _) 
~ighth district, F. M. Connelly, four years. 
Ninth district, 0 . H. P. RO&zelle, two years. 
Tenth district, A. B. F. Hildreth, four years. 
Eleventh district, I. J . Mitchell, two years. 

The number of years service as indicated above was determined by lot. 
Judge Ralph P. Lowe, of Lee county, was the Jlrst governor ·elected under 
the new constitution, on the 13th day of October, 1857, and his term of 
official service commenced in January, 1858, endingJanuary,1860. He was 
ex-officio the twelfth member Oran Faville of Mitchell county, was lieu· ) 
tenant-governor for the same period, and the presiding officer. 

The first seuion was con..-ened on Monday, the 6th day of December, 
1858, in the senate chamber of what we now term the old capitol building, 
but what at that time was the new capitol, and continued in seuion until 
Saturday, December 25t~. The principal work of the seuion was an effort 
to adopt the township district system instead of independent districts. 
The township system was, in the main, the conception of Horace Mann. 
In pursuance of the act of July 14, 1856, Govemor Grimes appointed a com· 
miuion of three to revise the school laws of Iowa, consisting of Horace 
Mann, of Ohio, Amos Dean, chaneellor of the State University of Iowa, and 
F. E. Bissell, who was afterwards attorney-general of the state; but on 
account of ill health Mr. Bis~ell did not take any part in the report made 
to the general assembly. The commiBBion prepared a bill embracing the 
township system, and in an able report urged its adoption. · On the 12th of 
March, 1858, the general aasembly passed the bill as recommended by the 
commission. On the 9th day of D~cember following, the supreme court in 

Digitized by Coogle 



PIONEER LA. W-MAKERS' A$SOCIATION 75 

the case of the District Township of the City of Dubuque v. The City of 
Dubuque, 7 Iowa, 262, decided that this act was unconstitutional, for the 
reason that this power belonged to .the board of education. The board bad 
only been in &eBBion three days when this decision was announced. It was 
not long in passing such a curative statute as would save the law to the 
people, and secure to them all rights under it. r.o frt.r as its authority 
extended. 

There was more or less confiiot of opinion among the members of the 
board as between the township and the independent system. Judge Mason 
and I favored the independent, he being the more conservative in this 
respect. The other members were more or ltoss friendly to the township 
system. A bill for an act t>ntitled, "An act to provide a system of common 
schools," was p&BBed at that St-BBion. It was draftt>d by Judge Mason as a 
compromise of more than on"' bill which bad been introduced and discuBBed 
during the seBBion. While it set fortll the township system, it was a mod· 
ification in this rupect of the Horace Mann idea, as expressed in the act of 
March 12, 1858. Though it has undergone many changes since that time, 
it is, neverthelt>ss, the substance or ground work of what we still have of 
the township system. The most important change of the law since the 
passage of this act was that enabling the people to organize independent 
districts, and to come out from under the township system, as they might 
determine. As a result, a large per cent of our school district organiza· 
tiona now are independent. While the township system has much to 
recommend it as applied to rural settlements, the independent district plan 
will doubtleBB continue to be preferred in many localities, more especially 
in cities and towns. I am aware that some of our ablest and moat infiu· 
ential educators are still earnest advocates of the township system in all 
its fullness; but, so long as the subject is left to be determined by those 
directly ·and most interested, the principle of self·government, so firmly 
lodged in the affections of · the people, will incline them to stand by inde· 
pendent local organizations, as being more direct and better calculatfld to 
subeerve their own immediate interests. 

As to the membership of the first board, a large per cent were teachers, 
which peculiarly fitted and qualified them as useful legislators on the sub­
ject of education and achoola. Lieut.-Gov. Oran Favillfl was an 
intellectual and finely educated man, a succeBBful teacher, a good parlia· 
mentarian, a superior presiding officer, and was hilfhly esteemed by all. 
Dan Mills was the father of the Mills brothers, so well known in Des 
Moines as enterprising publishers and prominent busineBB men. D. E. 
Brainard was the oldf'st member and I the youngest. Mr. Brainard was 
the humorist of the body, and could tell a good story. S. F Cooper was a 
useful member. He had a good education and considerable experience in 
teaching, and was active and efficient in all that pertained to his duties as 
a member of the board. T. B. Canfield was a Congregational clergyman, 
strong in his political convictions, but of good intentions and kind 
impulses. Still he was always satisfied to keep in line with his party in 
all its movements. F. M. Connelly was a young man who had just entered 
upon the practice of law. Be was regarded by all as honorable and 
upright in every way, and one whose desire was to do right, fearleBBly and 
at all times. 0. B. P. Ror:zelle had been a teacher and, as I now recollect, 
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county superlnteadeut of Buchanan county. He wa<J au honest, earnest, 
unassuming man, and made a useful member He was one of the most 
zealous advocates of the township system. A. B. F. Hildreth, then and 
still a resident of Charles City, was a thoroughbred Massachusetts yankee, 
and never afraid to express himself in advocacy of what he believed to be 
right. He was a newspaper editor, but, froiD his manner and conversa­
tion, I always suspected that he had had a large experience as a teachPr. 
Be was not subject to any embarrassment while occupying the door in 
advocating the township system In fact, I do not call to mind now that I 
ever saw him laboring under what might be called embarrassment. But 
he was one of the most active and useful members of the board. I. J. 
Mitchell, of Boone, was an excellent young man. There was no more 
conscientious, fair minded or w••rthy member of the board. He had a red 
head, and, when occupying the door, seemed to be terribly in earnest. and 
no man ever doubted his sincerity. Governor Lowe was so well known in 
Iowa for his high character and useful life as not to require special notice 
at my hands. further than to say that he gave the subject of education his 
heartit·st support and was an active member of the board. George P. Kim­
ball was a teacher, and very much in earnest in all his undertakings, which 
rendered him quite a useful member. He was a warm friend of the town­
ship system, and gave it his hearty support. In conclusion of what I have 
to say of my personal recollections of the membership of the board the drst 
session, I shall speak of Judge Mason. He was clearly the ablest member. 
Besides his great intellect, he had the benefit of superior opportunities and 
advantages over most men. His education was of the first order. He 
graduated at West Point at the head of the class of 1829. In the same 
class Robert E Lee was second a.nd Joseph E. Johnston thirteenth. Jef­
ferson Davis was twenty-third in the class of 1828. Charles Mason was 
chief . jus~ice of the territorial supreme court of Iowa from 1838 to 1847, 
principal author of the code of 1851, and commissioner of patents under 
Franklin Pierce He was favored with an excellent memory, was a first­
rate lawyer, an able jurist, upright and just in all things, and was not 
excelled in most attributes that make men great, excepting that he was 
not much of a public speaker. He enjoyed the most perfect confidence 
and respect of all the members. 

Judge Mason undertook to make the trip from Keokuk to Des Moines 
via steamboat on the Des Moines river. I was at Ottumwa when the 
"Badger State" hove in sight, on which he was a passenger. This was 
the afternoon of Saturday, the 4th day of December, 1858. A cold wind 
was blowing from the northwest and the boat stopped only a few minutes 
and passed up the river; but it was not able to ascend higher than Eddy­
ville, where it landed its passengers, unloaded its cargo and at once returned 
down the river to escape the threatened •·freeze up." Judge Mason com­
pleted his journey from Eddyville by stage coach, and I from Ottumwa in 
the same way. During the first session we roomed together at Dr. Shaw's, 
whose residence occupied the present site of the Catholic church across the 
street and immediately west of the old capitol building. I shall always 
appreciate the benefits resulting from being thus associated with Charles 
Mason. 

The second session of the board convened m the senate chamber of the 
capitol building on Monday, December 5, 1859, and continued In session 
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1Ultil ita adjournment on Friday, December 84th. We had \he same mem· 
berahip and officers as those of the fl.rat seuloD, ezoepting that Judge 
Mason did not attend, and Josiah T. Tubby was secretary of the &rat and 
'lhomas H Benton of the second aeeaion. Toward the close of the flrst 
session the board, for reaaona auppoaed to be political, paaaed au act abol· 
iahing the office of superintendent of public instruction, which was then 
elective by the people, and quite ably Jllled by :Mat.urin L. Fieber, of Clay· 
ton coan\y, and conferred the duties of the office upon the eeoretary of the 
board of education. U then became an appointive office. A a will be seen, 
Mr. Fisher waa legislated out of office and disposed of in abort order to fur­
ni&Ja a place for another. But as aoon aa it waa discovered that be waa 
fairly dead to the office, it was revived, and we ever since have bad the 
offiee of superintendeat of public iaatruction eleo\ive by the people; how· 
ever, :Mr. Benton was well qualified •nd made an ezeellent officer as sec· 
retary of the board, as well aa in the discharge of the dutiea of auperin· 
tendent of public instruction. 

·The subject under consideration would be incomplete without appro­
priate reference to aome of the leading aohool jouraal*a of .ne state, who 
were conepicmoua aa reporters during the seaaiona of the board .. Samuel 
Storrs Howe, an aged Yankee teacher, well known in those days by all the 
public men of the state, was editor and proprietor of the Literary Advertiser 
and Public School Advooate J. B. Sanders, of Sigourney, was publisher of 
the Iowa Inetructor. He waa a teacher of experience. and one among the 
brighteat of the yo•ng educators of the atate Mills & Co , of Dee Moines, 
were publishing the Iowa School Journal. Theire was at that time one of 
the foremoet publishing houaea of the state. Frank K. MUle, of that firm, 
afterward became state printer and state binder. C. C. Neetlerode, of 
Cedar Rapids, like' eome of the school journalists named, waa agent tor a 
school book publishing house, and was present most of the time during the 
eeaaion in the intereat of hie hoaad. Be was a young man of more than 
ordinary intelligence and worth. In this connection, the name of Gen. 
William Duane Wilaon, secretary of the Agricultural bureau at that time, 
ehould not, by any mean&, be omitted. He wae an old man of more than 
eeventy yeara1 whose face was ornamented ou both aides by quite a rich 
grow.n of gray whiskers. He manifested an unbounded intereet in agri· 
culture, and ne-ver could understand why the board should not make 
extenaive provision for hie favorite subject, among the fl.rat and foremost 
of its enactments. He continually labored tor the founding of the •· Agri­
cultural College and Farm," and never would t.ire in conversation upon hie 
favorite topic. Be was a kind-hearted, good·natured, old gentleman, and 
always enjoyed the friendebip and uteem of the members of the board. 

The third aeuion of the board met Monday, December 2, 1861, and 
adjourned Friday, the 20th day of the same month. The new members 
were Philip Viele, aucceaeor of Judge Maaon; D. C. Bloomer, successor of 
George 1'. Kimball; S. F. Cooper, re-elected; D. W. Ellie, successor ofT. H. 
Canfield; Lyman N Ingalls, successor of 0. H. P. Roszelle; Daniel D. 
Chaat>, succeaeor of I. J. Kitchell; Gov. 8. J. Kirkwood. eJC-oflicio; N. J. 
Ru::!Cb, president, u-oflicio. All the other members were present in the 
third session whose terms were for four years. Governor Kirkwood was 
quite an activs and interested mtmber. Be was a man of sound judgment 
and rather conaervc~.tive in his views. He had been a member of the gen· 
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eral assembly of the state of Ohio and of this state, and was well known 
as a legislator before becoming a member of the board. Enough is known 
of his successful public career in this state not to require any further men­
tion in that direction on this occasion. Lieut.-Gov. Nicholas J. Rusch. of 
Scott county, bad not been in this country many years when be was elected 
to the state senate in 1857, for four years. He was a fair representative of 
the large German elt>ment we ha.d in Iowa at that time. He was a man of 
intelligE!nce, a good German scholar, and had succeeded in acquiring a 
pretty fair knowledge of the English language, considering the short time 
be had been a citizen of this country. He was impartial and just in his 
official action, and well regarded by all the members; but certainly was 
not the superior of Oran Faville, as an educator and presiding officer. 

Of the new members at this session I shall speak briefly. Philip Viele, 
of Lee county, was the republican candidate, who opposed Augustus C. 
Hall for congress in 1856, the second time he was elected He was quite 
an old man, a native of Holland, as I now recollect, and died shortly after 
the close of the session of 1861. D. C. Bloomer, of Council Bluffs, the suc­
cessor of George P. Kimball, was the husband of Mrs. Amelia Bloomer, an 
estimable lady from whom tbe name "Bloomer costume" was derived, and 
which was more prominently mentioned then than at the present time. 
He was a very excellent gentleman, indeed, alive to the cause of education, 
and an active and useful member of tbe board. D. W. Ellis, of Clinton, 
was a brother of the present state senator Ellis of that place, and the suc­
cessor of T. H. Canfield. He was a young man of commendable habits, of 
fair qualifications, and gave promise of a sueeessful career in the life 
before him. D. D. Chase, of Webster City, the suceesaor of I. J. Mitchell, 
of Boone, afterward judge of the district court for several years, was a 
young lawyer just starting out in life, and gave every promise of succeed­
ing well as a public man, which afterward was fully verified. 

The last state census report sets forth that the third session of the board 
was held in December, 1862. This is a mistake; it was in 1861, as I have 
herein before fully shown While it is true that there was an election of 
members of the board in October, 1862, to succeed those elected in October, 
1858, whose terms were for four years, still they did not meet in Dacember, 
1862, and a fourth session was not held. The cause of this failure, as I now 
recollect, was that the legislature failed to make an appropriation to defray 
the expense of the session. In March, 1864, the general assembly, in the 
exercise of a special power given it by the constitution, discontinued the 
board of education, and no session ever was held since its final adjournment 
at the third session, December 20, 1861. 

Of the members I met during these three sessions, I only know of the 
following as still living, viz: Col. S. F. Cooper, of Grinnell (now of Cali­
fornia); D. C. Bloomer, of Council Bluffs; A. B. F. Hildreth. of Charles City; 
D. W Ellis, of Minneapolis. My best information is that the others, includ­
ing all who, in any way, served as officers of the board, have passed away. 
I shall always cherish their memory with becoming reverence. 

Hoo. A. B. F. Hildreth m~e a. few rem\rks rela.t.ive to the 
township school, and of a. controvdrsy h'ld with H m. Oran 
Fa.ville, relative to the education of boys a.nd gir,s together 
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.Vr. Faville was very much opposed to such innovation, but Mr. 
Hildreth strenuously advocated it. He related an an£cdote of 
a. whole family, in a certain township, where there was no 
school-house, not one of whom could read or write. For their 
benefit, in particular, he assisted in having a school-house 
erected in said township, and a school esta'>lished. He said 
that our State University was the first to adopt the system of 
educating the sexes together. 

Mr: T.xlhunter· made some explanation of the origin of the 
board of ·education. 

Mr. Duncombe favored us with some remarks in the same 
direction. 

President Scott now arose and made a few brief remarks 
relative to his successor in offic~, who had just been elec~ed by 
the association, and concluded by requestiog Hon. R. D. Kellogg 
and Hon. S.:~.muel McNutt t'l conduct him to the chair. 

Maj. Hoyt Sherman w~ inducted into office1 Col. John Scott, 
who had been our very efficient presiding officer f.•r the last 
biennial period, gracefully vacating the chair in his favor. 
Upon taking the caair, tht~ newly elected president said: 

FELLOW PIONII:II:R LAWKAU:BS-1 am deeply appreciative of. the great 
honor which you have bestowed upon me, by selecting me as your presi· 
dent Though when I think of those who have preceded me in this hon· 
orable position, I cannot but hesitate in my acceptance. Our association 
was launched under the able guidance of Judge Reuben Noble, who was 
followed by John F. Duncombe, with us to-day, genial, clear-headed and 
earnest; then the eloquent and majestic Johnstone has graced this chair; 
the beloved Wright, peerle&s as a presiding oftl.cer, whose strong but cheery 
face is ever present in our memoriea, h•s sat upon this rostrum and directed 
your delibe.rations; rug~red but kindly John Scott surrenders a duty, well 
and thoroughly performed. Well may I hesitate before accepting a chair 
which baa been filled by men of auch distinguished ability. 

Therefore, on assuming the duty of this high office, I bespeak your 
kindly forbearance and patience, and trust that no invidious comparisons 
with former presiding officers be drawn. 

I esteem it a great honor to be selected as president of this association. 
Sixty years ago, within the memory of some men here present, the vast 
expanse of territory lying between the two great. rivers, bounded upon the 
north and south by arbitrary lines, enclosing 56,000 square miles, and now 
known as the state of Iowa, was practically without laws or government, 
save such aa had been enacted by the general government for the regulation 
of other unoccupied domain. In fact, there were few to govern, few to 
regulate. A small number of scattering settlements upon the Mississippi 
river, and all else was rolling prairie, watered and nurtured by never­
failing streams of water, a paradise upon earth, waiting only the hand of 
industry and thrift to make it the abiding place for the highest civiliza· 
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tion. Within that time all our present civilization has come. With state­
hood came a system of laws suitable to the requirements of that early 
time. As year after year rolled by, and population increased, new neces­
sities arose; aa business developed and human affairs became more com­
plex, new rules of action were required; then, and in each event, we and 
our many absent brothers were called by a rapidly increasing population 
to assemble together at intervals and provide laws and regulations to meet 
each emergency. Thus, by slow accretions has the structure of our juris­
prudence been constructed. We, as the masons and artisans employed 
upon this structure, feel proud of our work. And in gathering together 
every two years to renew acquaintanceship and observe. how our work is pro­
gressing in hands of other and younger men, we may well feel a pardonable 
pride and self satisfaction in looking backward upon what we have done. 
A trite saying is: "As the twig is bf!nt, the tree is inclined." We may 
take upon ourselves the proud consciousneBS taat we bent and trained the 
tender, budding slip which baa grown to a broad, spreading tree. 

The state of Iowa is an empire in itself. In area it is more than 80 per 
cent of tbat of all New Eniland. Practically all of this is cultivable, s.nd 
all is well watered, not by irrigation ditches or other artifl.cial means, bat 
by the rains from heaven. The fl.rst farmer did not h.ave to clear the for­
ests or grub the ground; nor was he compelled to clear away rocks to dnd 
the soil; the plow turned over prairie dowers, and the land was ready to-

. receive tbe seed, and give food to millions. I do not believe there exists 
upon earth a similar area of land of which so much can be said. With 
good reason may its pioneer lawmakers feel proud of their state. Hence 
it is, fellow pioneers, that I have an exalted estimate of the honor you 
have conferred upon me; and though I cannot hope to emulate the abili· 
ties of tho~e who have preceded me, I shall endeavor by the exercise of my 
best effort to show my apprecia.tion of your confl.dence. I thank you most 
heartily. 

Tne as >ocia.tion then adjourned. 

SECOND DAY-AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Pursua.n t to adjournment the Pioneer Lawmakers' association 
met in session at 2 o'clock P. M., President Maj. Hoyt Sher· 
ma.n in the chair. Meeting was called to order, whereupon we 
were hvored with a. solo by Mrs. G. L. Godfrey, entitled "The 
Wild Rose," w.>rds by our own Iowa poet and author Maj S. 
H. M. Byers. It was exq•1isitely rendered and pleased the 
audience immensely, who gave her an encore. She responded 
with another selection entitled "Bessie, the Maid of Dundee," 
which was given with much pathos and tenderness. The 
accompa1iment to both selections wa.s played by Mhs Nellie 
Thompson. 
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A committee of the senate of the Twenty-seventh general 
assembly, compoSEd of Senators Berry, Blanchard, Lothrop, 
Hurst and Everall was announced and requested in behalf o_f 
the senate that our association meet with that body at such 
hour as may suit our convenience. On motion of Hon. Warren 
S. Dungan the invitation was accepted and the hour for such 
meeting fi.xed at 8 o'clock P. M. of the 11th inst. 

Col. John Scott, ex-president, made a few remarks, tendering 
his thanks for the kind and courteous treatment he received 
from the association during his administration. 

Judge C. C. Cole was called out and responded as follows: 

MB. Pusmii:NT-A little over two weeks ago our very worthy and . 
efficient secretary requested that I should prepare for the Pioneer Lawmak­
ers' Association of Iowa, an epitome of the personnel of the Iowa supreme 
court. At ilrat, the request seemed to me to be hardly in accord with the 
preetical good sense which has ever characterized our secretary, since I 
was myself, for a dozen years or more, a member of that tribunal. 

Upon further discuuion and consideration, and remembering that I bad 
a personal acquaintance with every member of the Iowa supreme court, as • 
well in its territorial days as in the days of its stat-ehood; and recalling in 
hurried mental review the high character, distinguished ability as well as 
the multiplied manifestations of their profound learning and wisdom, pos­
seued by eo many of the judges, that in my inconsidt~rate, if not youthful 
zeal, I agreed to undertake to discharge the duty involved in the request. 

Nearly thirty yeara ago I was honored with a nomination for a seat on 
the Iowa supreme bench, as an &BBOCiate with two of the ex-judges of the 
territorial supreme court. In my relation with them during the canv&BB, 
resulting adversely to all three of us, I became very intimately acquainted 
with their personal characteristics, as well as having gained some knowl­
edge of their legal ablllty and habits of juridical thought. I supposed 
that I could readily lay hold of sufficient statistical information to enable 
me to prepare, as tolthoae two gentlemen at least, a brief personnel, and 
thus enter upon the discharge of the duty assigned me, which it was con­
templated would form a serial for at least three of our sessions. But when 
I sought the statistica I found that those within my reach were too limited 
to enable me to prepare such a personnel as I purposed, and as they 
respectively deserve. As sometimes happens in connection with resolves 
to perform a cherished duty, an unexpected accumulation of current 
dally demands have come upon me and rendered the performance of my 
promise, at this seuion of our auociation, quite impouible. 

Rather than to fall entirely to enter au appearance before you, and 
thus make an earnest of my good·falth promise, I have presented this as 
my introduction and apology, accompanied with a renewed promise to exe­
cute the duty auigned me as best I can, and to be prepared at the next 
meeting of our association to give you aa much of It as your time will jus­
tify you in hearing. 

6 

Digitized by Coogle 



82 SIXTH REUNION OF THE 

Asking your charity for this failure, and inviting you to au indulgence 
in hope for the future, I wish you better success, at this session, as to others 
to whom special duties have also been assigned. 

REPORT FROM THE THIRD DISTRICT. 

BY BON. PETBB MELENDY. 

Mr. PresidetJt aDd Members of tbe AssociatiotJ: 
GENTLEMEN-I received word from our faithful secretary, Ron. B. F. 

Gue, saying: ''Be sure and come to Des Moines and make your report on 
statistics for the Third district." 

And you say, Mr. President, in your call, "that every member ia 
ezpected to be present and do his duty." 

I dod in the articles of association, the duties of the statistical com­
mittee are, that each member shall prepare biographical sketches of such 
members as may die in the district, and report same to the nezt succeeding 
reunion for publication. 

Mr. President, it has been my privilege during forty-two years of resi­
dence in Black Hawk county, to have lived in four congressional di~trlcts. 
I came to the state in the spring of 185&. At that time we bad but two 
congressional districts. Black Hawk county was in the Second district, 
-then comprising the north half of the state (sizty counties), and ~as rep­
resented in congress by Bon. James Thorrington, of Scott county. After­
wards by Bon. Timothy Davis and Bon. William Vandever, of Dubuque 
county. 

In 1862 the state was re-districted and Black Hawk county placed in the 
Siztb district, comprising about one-third of the counties in the northwest 
part of the state, was represented by Bon. A. W. Hubbard, of Siouz City. 

In 1872 the state was again re-districted and Black Hawk county was 
placed in the Fourth district, represented by Ron. H. 0. Pratt, of Charles 
City. 

Again in 1882, we were placed in the " monkey wrench" district, the 
Third, and have for sizteen years been represented in congress by "our 
Dave," Ron. D. B. Henderson, of Dubuque county. 

Mr. President, it is something for one to say that he has reaided in one 
county forty-two years, through some of the most eventful years in our 
state's history, to have been intimately associated with the old lawmakers 
of these four districts, and to have had some small part in the development 
of the state. 

Who among us does not feel a glow of pride and satisfaction in recall­
ing the men and history of the days from 1856 to 1872? What wonderful 
changes from the then to the now. 

You say, Mr. President. there are many still left of the old members 
that climbed the brushy path up the hill that led to the modest court 
room and halls of legislation, that then occupied the place where the war 
monument now stands. I do not find this statement true in my district; 
not many of those grand men of the aizteen years prior to 1872, are still 
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with us. I count but sixteen. It seema rather strange not to speak of 
those noble old lawmakers in the old Second, Sixth and Fourth districts, 
that I have been intimate with so long. The names of the old pioneAr law­
makers in my district that are left, so far as I know, are the following: 

Dubuque county-Thomas Hardy, Francis Mangold, F. A. GnU'fke, 0. 
H. Booth, W. T. Stuart, J. B. Longuevill, B. B. Richards, J . K. Graves, 
Fred M. Knoll, Fred 0 Donnell, Jacob Rich. 

Delaware county-James Grimes. 
Buchanan county-William G. Donnan, George W. Bemis, .Ted Lake. 
Black Hawk county-J. B. Powers, R. P . Speer, Bradley Carpenter; 

John H. Leavitt, G. B. Van Saun, G. W. Couch. 
Bremer county-John E. Burke. 
Hardin county-W. J . Moir. 
Wright county-B. B. Hewitt. 

These old lawmakers are deserving of more than a mere mention; a 
biographical sketch of each, prepared by those poueued of the necessary 
information, would furnish a volume not only of intelligent and interest· 
ing matter to the general reader, but to which future historians migilt refer 
with safety and pleasure. 

Mr. President, I am glad to say to you to-day, that I have no report to 
make of any death since the last meeting, in the district I represent. I 
may have missed some one, but I have use~ due diligence to obtain all facts 
as to the death of any of the old members. 

I desire to mention one of our respected members who died in 18951 of 
which no mention was made at the last meeting of this aBBOCiation: J. 8 . 
Woodward, of Independence, Buchanan eounty. 

I labor under some embarraument in appropriately paying this last 
public tribute of respect to the memory of one ol. tbe early lawmakers. 

I was not aware until a few days ago of the fact that Mr. Woodward's 
death was not referred to at your last meeting. 

I was well acquainted with Mr. Woodward; I met him the first time 
here in Des Moines, at the meeting of the Seventh general assembly the 
first se,ssion in the old, then the new, state house, in 1858. 

My intimacy with him was close, up to ten years ago. 
J. S. Woodward, of Independence, Buchanan county, a lawyer by 

profession, was born in Cheshire, Vt., 1830. Came to Independence, 
Buchanan county, Iowa, in 1853; was a member of the bouse in the Seventh 
l'eneral assembly, at the age of 28 years. He died May 18, 1895, at the 
age of 65 years. He was a man of good judgment, rare mental power, 
which, together with much self-reliance and entire independence of char• 
acter, rendered him at .once a successful member. He was a man of con­
victions, bnt not of policy; he despised those who sacrificed the former to 
the latter. A self-reliant temperament, be would not conform to the pre­
vailing conventionalism of the day. He was a candid man, caring little 
for popular favor or prejudice; be pursued the even tenor of his way, 
enforoing the ideas be advocated with earnestness and vigor. · 

He was always courteous, remarkable for his consideration, forbearanoe 
and kindneu, waa willing to give advice and auistance to those who 
needecl it. 
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He was deeply loved and fully trusted by his co-workers in the house of 
which he was a member. I can do little more than expreas the general 
estimation of his public life and character and service, entertained by my· 
self in common with the people of his adopted state. Others here knew 
him, it may be, as a student, a teacher, a lawyer, a legislator or a neighbor, 
and in the amenities and benefactiona of home.• 

In his departure we shall miaa him. That he baa left his impreaa upon 
the page of history of our state, none can dispute. 

Mr. President, he ia gone! peace to his ashes. 

A PAPER FROM BON. A. C. FULTON. 

DAVENPORT, Iowa, January 7, 1898. 

To Col. jobrJ Scott, PnsideDt, BtJd the HoDorable Members of the PiotJeer 
Lawmakers' AssociatioD of Iowa: 
GENTLEMEN-A journal now before me informs me that I and others 

are requested to verbally, or through writing, lay before the sixth seaaion of 
the aasociation our acts and recollections of Iowa pioneer days. 

During our sessions of ten years Iowa's historical and legislative delda 
have been well gleaned. 

Territorial and infant state days have been rehearsed, many honorable 
members have given an interesting history of their entrance, and the parl 
they took to build up a dnished world in a wilderneas, reducing the labor 
of those in the rear. 

When each member of the aasociation furnishes his page, a fair history 
of Iowa and beyond will exiat. 

As in duty bound, I must add my page to history. I entered the Miasis­
sippi river by Paas A Lautre, from off the Gulf of Mexico in 18311 under 
adverse circumstances, to immediately ship again for the West Indies, under 
the good pay of 816 per month. 

·I again entered that river, and in December, 18311 visited the then 
sparsely inhabited states of Miasiasippi and Florida. The populatioa of 
Miasiasippi then numbered but 136,690, and that of Florida but at, 7901 

Indians not included. We had taken poaseasion of Florida and formed e. 
territorial government there but ten years previous to my visit. I then 
settled permanently in New Orleans. 

I passed a portion of 1835 and 1836 in Texas, then a state of Mexico, 
where life was at a discount and human blood freely dowed. 

In 1838 I made a sea voyage from New Orleans to New York, and jour­
neyed back to New Orleans by land over the Alleghany mountains vie. 
Wheeling, Va., and St. Louis, Mo. Quartered for a few days at Vandalia, 
the state oapital of Illinois, on the Kaskaskia river, and attended the legis­
lature, then in seasion, and debating on the question of the remon.l of the 
capital to Chicago, or to Springdeld. 

Cairo forbid the act of its removal to Chicago, as she was \hen contend­
ing with Chicago for the supremaay. Whilst at Vandalia I entered 16~ 
acres of Uncle Sam's land south of and near the capital city. 
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This extended inland journey taking in many large states, with their 
mountain passes and their long atretchea of uninhabited prairie and dllat­
iag valleys, startled the imagination, and presented a wild grandeur never 
to be forgotten. But propriety, calla a halt, and orders me to the 
hamlet of Davenport, Iowa, where I made a landing from New Orleans on 
July 4, 1842, now over dfty-flve years passed and gone. 

I established a general store at the hamlet, and almost immediately 
joined a Mr. WiUiam Bennett, and Mr. Lambert, to be the half owner of a 
water power created by the Wapsipinicon falls, in Buchanan county. Mr. 
Bennett had erected a log house with two rooms and a shed roofed kitchen, 
the drat white man's habitation eYer erected in that county. 

We, with great hardship and labor, dammed the Wapsipinicon river and 
erected the ordinary frontier grist mill, built a warehouse and a blacksmith 
shop. We had to haul our sawed lumber from Dubuque, but the bulk of 
all our lumber, eTen the flooring of dwellings, had to be procured from the 
forest with the axe. Oh, my! the task to make a world. 

We fondly hoped to plant the metropolis of the great west at Quasque­
ton. On August 5, 1842, the entire population of Buchanan county num­
bered fifteen, self included. 

In the spring of 1843 the Buchanan county lands were sold at auetion in 
the town of Marion, and I purchased, and in February, 1844, sold the town 
of Quasqueton to William W. Haddin for a mere bagatelle, as the county 
recorda now witness. 

I did not cease mill building, but in 1847 erected the two drat steam mer­
chant mills in Scott county, one of them costing 8141000. 

Time brought 1854 around, and the presidency of the state senate caused 
a deadlock for many days to the great injury of the state. I, a freeaoil 
republican, broke from my moorings, and placed the Hon. M. L. Fisher, of 
Clayton county, an avowed pro-alaTery democrat, in the president's chair, 
for which act I received the censure of many. 

During the extra session of 1856 our railroad laws were enacted, and are 
now amongst the laws that exist in their original form. Sailor, I had the 
honor to originate and draft those laws, and act as their guardian. 

During the 6es&ion of 1855, when the main question wai Nebraska or 
anti-Nebraska, or the extension of slavery, and party lines were strained, 
the supposed leading candidate for United States senator was a friend and 
a citizen of my district, and who would be one of the arbitrators, but as I 
had, when under trying circumstances at sea, in 1829, pledged myself ever 
to battle against human slaver;v, I had to disobey the almost unanimous 
petition of my constituents to abandon the Hon. James Harlan, notwith­
standing he had received but four voteaat the previouscount. But Istood 
by·and saw him elected to make Iowa known at home and in distant lands, 
To have withdrawn would decree his defeat. 

I leave the rejection or the confirmation of this momentous history with 
the Hon. James Harlan. Respectfully yours, 

A. C. FULTON. 
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THE SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

BY EX-LIEUT. -GOV. B. F. QUE. 

The assembling of the legislature of 1868 at the new capitol in Des 
Moines, on the 11th of January, was the beginning of a new era in our 
state government, which gradually opened the way to great material pros­
perity. The constitution of 1846 under which Iowa was admitted in~ the 
union, was in many respects an admirable instrument, which, but for a 
few unwise provisions, might have endured through t.he nineteenth 
century. Ita fatal errors were: 

First.-An absolute prohibition of banks, or the issue of paper currency 
by persons, associations, or corporations of any description. 

&cond.-Limiting the compensation of members of the general assem­
bly to 82 per day for the first fifty days, and to 81 a day for the remainder 
of the session. 

Tbird.-Providiug that the supreme judges should be choaen by the 
general asaembly, instead of by the legal voters of the state. 

Fourtb.-Limiting suffrage to white male citizens. 
The effect of the absolute prohibition of banks of issue in the state, 

instead of protecting the people from losses by bank failures, as was the 
design of its authors, was in practice disastrous to business enterprise, and 
the people whom it was intended to benefit. Gold and silver, the only 
legal money, could not be obtained in sufficient amounts to transact any 
considerable portion of the ordinary business, and grain b11yera, merchants, 
and private bankers found it necessary to procure from other states bank 
bills to supply the deficiency. These bills were practically irredeemable 
in gold or silver, being far from th .. banks issuing them, and in most eases 
issued under laws that required no adequate security for their redemption. 
The state of Iowa exercised no control over .that sort of currency, and had 
no law at that time prohibiting its circulation within its limits. Gold and 
silver were hoarded, and the state soon became flooded with the most 
utterly worthless paper money that ever waa issued in any country. 
Irresponsible banks from Maine to Florida, from Canada to Texas, from 
New Brunswick to Nebraaka, sent their finely engraved promises to pay to 
Iowa brokers, private bankers and produce buyers; the discount allowed 
was suflleient to silence all scruples of the consignee, and they did a thriv­
ing business in exchanging these bank bills for wheat, pork, beef, corn, 
barley and potatoes, as rapidly as possible. Bank note detectors were in 
better demand than bibles, while gold and silver were bidden away in old 
stockings, to. be fished out only to enter land, or pay taxea. Bank failures 
were so frequent that no one felt safe in holding their bills over night. 
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The losses became innumerable, and the demand for sound home banks 
was irresistible. The only way to them was a change in the constitution. 
A convention was ordered by the legislature of 1856 and approved by the 
people by a vote of 321790 for a convention, to lf,l62 against. The con Yen· 
tion assembled at Iowa City on the 19th of January, 1857, and in a session 
lasting to the 5th of March framed the present constitution. The impor· 
tant changes were: 

First.-Reduclng the term of the governor from four to two yeai'S. 
Second.-Providing for the election of a lieutenant-governor whoahould 

be president of the senate. 
Tbird.-Providing for a state board of education to consist of the lieu· 

tenant-governor and one member to be elected from each judicial district 
in the state, to have entire control of all public school and State Uninrsity 
legislation. 

l"ourtb.-Ralsing the limitation of state indebtedneiiB from 1100,000 to 
1250,000 

Fffib.-Autborizing the establisbmnt of a state bank and branches, and 
also a general banking law, provided a majority of the electors at a gen· 
eral or special election shall approve of the acts of the general aasembly 
for the establishment and management of such banks. 

Satb -Requiring all bills passed by the general assembly to receive 
the votes of a majority of the members elected to each branch. Increasing 
the pay of members to 13 per day. 

Seventb.-Proylding for the election of judgea of the supreme court by 
the people. 

Eigbtb -Permanently locating the capital of the state at Des Molnea, 
and the State University at Iowa City. 

Nmtb.-Submitting to a Yote of the people a proposition to strike the 
word " white " from the article on the right of suffrage. 

Under such change in the organic law of the state, the Seventh General 
Assembly convened at the new capital to enact, revise, and adapt the laws 
of the state to the new constitution. 

Des Moines was at that time a little shabby frontier town of leas than 
3,000 inhabitants. It was remote from railroads, and reached only by 
atage coach or private conveyance. The new state house bad been located 
on the east side of the river a mile or more from the hotels, and the atreets 
leading to it were, for a long distance, simply wagon tracks made through 
a long stretch of low, swampy river bottom, and up a steep ungraded hill, 
where the yellow clay soil rolled up on the wheels of the vehiclt.s which 
tried to fathom the depths of mud, like the prairie sod from a huge 
breaking plow. One long straggling walk of native lumber boards, warped 
and slippery, could be seen strung out lonesome and wabbllng in the direc· 
tion of the new b:rick capitol. The speculators in real estate, who had built 
the state house on the then desolate bill in the distance, far from every 
accommodation a rude frontier town possesaed, bad hastened to plat into 
lots, streets and alleys, a vast region of swamp, woodland, and cultivated 
farms. Prospectively they were gazing anxiously for a.mighty "boom"wbicb 
should lift them from poverty into millionaires But the crash of 1857 was 
lowering over the entire country, and the practical problem of bread and 
butter was, for the time, absorbing their chief attention and entire avail· 
able resources. But they were liberal, broad-gauged, hospitable and hope-
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ful people. They had lived through the hardships of pioneer life, and now 
the capital of the state had come to them (not without a mijrhty lift on 
their part), and " Sellers" like, they could " see millions in it." 

No legislative body was ever accorded a more generous welcome by 
citizens, than was extended -to us of the Seventh general aaaembly by the 
excellent people of Des Moines, during that winter of 1858. They opened 
their houses to the members, surrendered their parlors and sleeping rooms, 
and supplied the tables with the beat that the frontier markets a:ll'orded. 
The only hotet' of much pretentious was the old Des Moines house, kept 
by the genial Colonel Spo:ll'ord. It was a native lumber, three-story frame 
structure, standing near the river bank on the south aide of Walnut street. 
Here the Western Staa-e company deposited the membera, strangers, and 
gentlemen of the "Third House," as they came to the new capital on their 
various misaiona. Here Governor Grimes had rooms; and here the newly 
elected governor, Ralph P. Lowe, was waiting to be inaugurated. Ita soft 
coal stoves glowed with a red heat &8 crowded and cramped with cold, we 
unloaded the thirteen benumbed passengers from the old Concord stage 
that had day and night wallowed through the great snow drifts that filled 
the al.ougha and ravines of the bleak unsettled prairies, from Iowa City. 

The law providing for the removal of the capital to Des Moines required 
a building to be furnished for a state house free of expense to the state. 
When the location was made by the commissioners, on the east aide of the 
river, the west aide citizens declined to contribute towards a building to 
accommodate the legislature and state officers. The east aide land owners 
were rich in newly platted city lots and great expectations, but had very lit· 
tle cash. A syndicate was formed, of which W. A. Scott, James A. William· 
son, Dr. T. K. Brooks, J. M. Griffiths, Dr. Alexander Shaw and H. H. 
Griffiths were members, to build the state hoqae. They mortgaged their 
real estate and borrowed the money required, of the school fund, and 
erected a three-story brick building, furnished it, and hacl it ready for the 
Seventh general aBBembly. "Alex." Scott, who was the moat extensive 
land owner on the eut aide, was liberal, enterprising and sanguine. He 
had built a bridge across the Des MoiDea river on Market street, and 
erected a large, fine brick residence on the site where the gas works now 
stand. He had donated to the state the fine grounds now occupied by the 
permanent state house,· as well as the land upou which the old capitol was 
built. Had not the great financial depression of 1857 prostrated the entire 
business of the country, his large poBBeBBiona would in time have made him 
a mlllionaire. He furnished and opened the rooms of his large, new real· 
dence to help accommodate members of the legislature. His house was 
crowded with senators and representatives and was the beat boarding place 
in the city. The floods came and wrecked his bridge across the river; the 
financial revulsion that swept over the entire country in 1857 greatly 
depreciated the value of his heavily incumbered city lots. He made a man· 
ful struggle to hold his large poasessiona and meet his obligations, but it 
was in vain. When the great gold discoveries near Pike's Peak caused a 
wild rush over the plains in 1859, he went with the crowds in the hope of 
redeeming his waning fortune. But alas! for all his hopes; he was stricken 
with disease and died among strangers. A few friends in Des Moines 
raised money to bring his body back to his old home, and bury it on the 
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moat sightly point in central Iowa. Ther., on the spot he had long before 
selected for his final resting place in prosperous days, he' sleeps in an 
unmarked and neglected grave, overlooking the beautiful grounds he 
donated to the state for its magnidcent capitol~ that he saw in visions of 
the future, but not in his lifetime. . 

There are fel!' of the old landmarks of 1858 left in Des Moines of to·day. 
The soldiers' monument occupies the site of the first state house. Father 
Nugent's church stands on the lot where Dr. Shaw's three-story brick man· 
&ion was then. Slatten's Hawkeye house has tumbled into ruin. B. F. 
Allen's 6ne residence, surrounded by beautiful trees and shrubbery, was 
demolished to give room for the Aborn block, while his bank building 
made way for the Register block. Captain West's cosy home stood where 
the Valley bank now looms up The walls of the old Savery bonae (now 
the Kirkwood) had just been inclosed, away up town, remote from busi· 
uess, which centered about Second and Third streets and Court avenue. 
Sherman's block, at the latter corner, was the opera house and auditorium 
of that ·day, while Wesley Redhead, then a Bnchani.n democrat, kept the 
poatoffice on the 6rst ftoor. 

The residences of Elijah Selia, John W. Jones, John M. Davis, Dr, 
Brooks, Colonel Griffiths, and Judge M. ~· McHenry, on the east side, have 
survived the march of improvement of forty years. Out on the town line 
road, about half way to the sanitarium, stands a venerable relic of an 
enterprising syndicate of 1857. As the stage coaches reached the western 
summit of Four Mile ridge, passengers coming to the capital saw looming 
up in the midst of the wide expanse of low, wet prairie a large, white, two· 
story building, remote from farm, tree or sign of other habitation. Inquiry 
of the driver as to what public building that was, brought the reply, "The 
Prairie Queen." It was profusely supplied with windows, but no signs of 
occupants, excepting heavy curtains, were visible. No explanation of its 
mission was given. But during the winter, from the east side of the capi· 
tol, long after dark, its windows were always seen to be lighted up, car· 
riages were going and coming, and sounds of revelry were borne on the 
east wind. Of the character of the entertainment given to its visitors, the 
record is judiciously silent. It is now a quiet, weather· beaten farm house, 
going to decay. It has survived, while the state house, the Hawkeye 
house, the Grout house, the Shaw and Scott mansions have crumbled to 
nin. 

There were two weekly and one monthly papers then published in Des 
Moines. The Iowa Citizen, published by John Teesdale, with J. M. Dixon 
associate editor, was the republican paper. William Porter waa the editor 
and proprietor of the democratic paper, the Iowa State Journal. Gen. 
William Duane Wilson was publishing the Iowa Farmer. During the 
session of the legislature the Citizen and Journal were issued tri-weekly 
and gan very good reports of the proceedings of the daily sessions of the 
general assembly. In the evolution of years, proprietors and names, these 
three journals have come down to us of 1898 as the Daily State Register, 
the Daily Des Moines Leader, and the weekly Homestead. 

The state officers at that time (besides the governor and lieutenant· 
governor), were Elijah Sells, seoretary of state; Martin L. Morris, state 
treasurer; John Pattee, auditor; Theodore Parvin, register of state land 
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office; Maturbl L. Fisher, superintendent of public instruction. The first 
three were republicans and the last two democrats. George G. Wright 
was chief justice, and W. G. Woodward and L. D S~kton asaociate 
judges, and Lewis Kinsey was clerk of the supreme oourt. Samuel A. 
Rice wa& attorney-general, all republicans. 

The republicans had elected a good majority of eaoh branch of the gen­
eral assembly, and were now for the 1lrst time able to elect a United States 
senator. James Harlan had in 1855 'been chosen to the senate by a union. 
of the anti-Nebraska, free soil, and whig members of the legislature, taking 
the place of Gen. A. C. Dodge, democrat. All of these elements had helped 
to make up the new republican party which was organized in Iowa on the 
22d of February, 1856. Governor Grimes had been a whig, and had served 
three terms b1 the lee:islature before he was elected governor by the anti­
Nebraska union of 1854. Be wrote the call for the 6rst republican state 
convention of February, 1856, and was now an able and induentialleader 
of the new republican party. Be was a plain, straightforward, earnest 
man, reserved b1 manners, and one who never would resort to the methods 
of modern politics to secure an office. Be was ambitious, and anxious to 
be elected to the United States senate. Be did not hesitate to say so to 
his friends. But he would make no bargains or pledges to secure support. 
James Thorington, his chief competitor, had served a term in congress as 
a republican in the Second district. Be was an able and iuduential mem· 
ber, and was largely instrumental in securing the liberal land grants made 
by congress to aid the building of four trunk lines of railroad through 
Iowa. But by a combination of representatives of counties which had 
failed to secure the land grant roads through them, he was defeated for 
renomination, and was now a candidate for the senate. Judge William 
Smyth, of Linn, and F . E . Bissell, of Dubuque, were also candidates. A 
strong effort was made to unite the members of the Second congressional 
district, which then embraced the entire north half of the state, upon one 
candidate, but Governor Grimes had warm supporters in various parts of 
northern Iowa, and united action could not ba secured. Governor Grimes 
was nominated on the 6r'it formal ballot, and ea'iily elected. When the 
contest was ended, the ex· governor gave a banqnet at the Des Moines 
house to the members of the legislature, at which speeches were made by 
the lately contesting candidates, and all united in extending congratula­
tions to the newly chosen senator. Be succeeded the veteran democratic 
leader, Gen. George W. Jones, who, with Gen A. C. Dodge, had held the 
two seats from Iowa in the United States senate from the 6rst. Now the 
long reign of the democratic party in the state was to end, and no member 
of that party has since occupied a seat in the senate from Iowa. From 
being a staunch democratic territory and state, from that time forward 
for more than a third of a century, Iowa has been a republican state, 
excepting at two elections. 

Ralph P. Lowe was inaugurated governor on the third day of the ses­
sion. Be was a man of mature years, affable manners, polished address 
and fair ability. Be had been a member of the 6rst constitutional conven­
tion, and, at the close of one term as governor, became chief justice of the 
supreme court. Be brought to Des Moines as his private secretary a rosy­
cheeked, boyish-looking young man, Thomas F. Withrow, who then gave 
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little promise of the great lawyer and able political leader into which he 
grew as the years passed by. He was for a long time reporter of the 
supreme court. 

At the session of 1858, many strong legislators were developed, of whom 
little had heretofore been known. In the senate, Oran Faville, the 1lrst 
lieutenant-governor of Iowa, presided. He was a scholarly and atfable 
man. As a presiding officer, he was firm, eourteous, impartial, and won 
the respect of every member of the senate. After.vard elected superin· 
tendent of public instruction, he served with marked ability. 

Samuel J. Kirkwood was serving the second session of his term, and was 
regarded as one of the most useful members of the senate. He was not a 
frequent speaker, but when he had occasion to express his views, it was 
always in a familiar, conversational manner that won the confidence of 
his hearers. Never an "otfensive partisan," but always clear, firm and 
convincing in his arguments. He made no pretense to oratory, and deliv­
ered no long, carefully prepared speeches; but his common sense and judg­
ment led him to correct conclusions. He was never brilliant, but always 
solid and reliable. No one at that time would have surmised that the 
plain, homely, ill-dressed, middle· aged farmer senator from Johnson county 
would develop into a great war governor, an eminent United States sena­
tor, and be called to a seat in tlie president's cabinet. Alvin Saunders, a 
tall, fine·looking man c>f genial disposition and polished manners, was the 
senator from" High Henry," then the banner republican county of Iowa, 
with its round 1,000 majority. In later life, he became governor and 
United States senator in Nebraska. J B. Grinnell, William Loughridge 
and William G. Thompson, of that senate, becaJLe members of congress in 
later years; while Nicholas J. Rusch, the scholarly German senator from 
Scott county, succeeded Faville as president of tbe senate and lieutenant· 
governor, and died young in the service of his adopted country, in the 
great rebellion. J. W. Cattell, of Cedar, and Aaron Brown, who repre­
sented twelve counties of northern Iowa, became prominent state officers, 
Henry H Trimble, of Davia, and David S. Wilson of Dubuque, then tal­
ented young democratic politicians and lawyers, became distinguished 
officers in the union army a few yean lat~r. J W. Rankin, of Lee, and 
Dan Anderson, of Monroe, republicans, became colonels of Iowa regiments. 
Charles Foster. of Washington, gave his life for the union during the 
rebellion. William F. Coolbaugh, a staunch union democrat, and Lyman 
Cook, a strong republican, both notable financiers, represented Des Moines 
county. W. H. M. Pusey, a fine·looking, polished and genial young demo­
crat, represented twenty-two counties in western and northwestern Iowa. 
It was said that he could count more muskrats and prairie wolves among 
his constituents than any other legislator in the we&t. His home was then, 
and is now, at Council Blu:ft's Gideon 8. Bailey, from old Van Buren, the 
nursery of statesmen, had been a member of the 1lrst territorial legislature 
of Iowa, in 18381 twenty years before; had also served in the Second, Third 
and Fourth legislative assemblies, and had helped to frame the first state 
eonstitution in 1844. He is still living at his home in Van Buren county, 
the sole survivor, I believe, of that constitutional convention and of the 
Firat and Second territorial legislatures. He has been a lifelong demo· 
crat. Dr. William P. Davis was the senator from Polk county, and his 
brother, Dr. George M. Davis, represented Clinton county in the senate. 
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George E. Spencer, a constituent of J. B. Grinnell, was chosen secretary 
of the senate. He was a bright, sharp, active and fine-looking young man, 
who bad a remarkable career before him. Soon after the adjournment of 
the legislature, he, with a few adventurous companions, went up into Clay 
county, entered a large tract of land, laid out a town near its geograph­
ical center and named it Spencer. It haa since become the county seat, 
although the location was afterwards moved acrOBB the Little Sioux river. 
He went into the army and became a brilliant staff officer. When recon­
struction of the seceded states began, George E. Spencer managed to 
secure an election to the United States senate from Alabama. When his 
term expired, although a hated "carpet-bagger," his good fortune did not 
desert him, and, by patronage judiciously distributed, he secured a re-elec­
tion and held a seat with Conkling, Sumner, Bayard, Edmunda, Trumbull, 
Sherman, Thurman, Morton and Logan aR colleagues for ten years He 
died a few years ago, and was buried in the Arlington national cemetery. 

In the house of representatives there were some brilliant young men, as 
well as some veteran legislators, in the winter of 1858. Col S. B. Shelledy, 
of Jasper cou.nty, was elected speaker by the republicans over ex-Congress· 
man Lincoln Clark, of Dubuque, the democratic candidate. Lincoln Clark 
was a floe looking, courtly and most accomplished gentleman of the old 
style; a scholar of culture and refinement, 'Who won the respect and esteem 
of every member of the house. Colonel Shelledy made a model presiding 
officer. Be was a native of Kentucky, had been a citizen of Iowa for six­
teen years, had represented Washington, Keokuk and Mahaska counties in 
the Seventh and Eighth territorial legislatures, and was a member of 
the convention which framed the first and second state constitutions. He 
was 56 years of age, lived at Monroe, and was now the representati:ve from 

· Jasper county. 
William P. Hepburn, then a young lawyer 24 years of age, living at 

Marshalltown, was elected chief clerk of the house. His subsequent career 
as district attorney for the Eleventh judicial district, colonel of the Second 
Iowa cavalry, and member of congress for ten years, is remembered by all. 
The leader of the republican side of the house was James F. Wilson, of 
Jefferson county. He had made a fine reputation as one of the framers of 
the new constitution, and was one of the moat eloquent public speakers of 
that period. He had been active .in the organization of the republican 
party at Iowa Clty in 18!16, and was a radical of radicals. He was a vigor­
ous and aggressive fighter, and terribly in earnest. There was no compro­
mise, or political trimmini' in his make-up. No one who knew him at that 
time doubted that a brilliant political career was before him. He fulfllled 
the most sanguine expectations of his colleagues "Honest" John Edwards, 
of Lucas county, who was second in leadership, aod had also served in the 
late constitutional convention, was a typical Kentuckian. He was four­
teen years older than Wilson, was of mild, gdnial. pleasure-loving disposi­
tion, and a gallant "ladies' man." He was a good talker, and would have 
addre~ed the galleries with fine effect-had there been any galleries in 
the new state house; in the absence of these modern accommodations 
"Honest'' John often forgot the dignified speaker, and shed his eloquence 
in the direction of the wooden settees in the rear, where the gay millinery 
of the capital city was daily displayed in rows. But the genial member 
from Lucas was a good lawyer, a useful legislator who became speaker of 
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the house in 1860, colonel of the Eighteenth Iowa infantry in the war of 
the rebellion, and settling in Arkansas after the war, he adapted his poli· 
tics to that latitude and became a democratic congressman. 

Wm. H. Seevers, of Mahaska, was one of the strong men on the repub­
lican side, an able lawyer, and chairman of the judiciary committee. In 
1866 he was appointed by the governor one of the "commissioners of legal 
inquiry," and five years later was one of the commissioners who reviaed 
the laws for the code of 1873. From 1876 to 1888 he was one of the judges 
of the supreme court. As chairman of the judiciary committee his duties 
were arduous, as the radical changes made by the new constitution 
required a vast amount of labor in adapting the laws, both old and new, to 
its requirements. 

On the democratic side of the house, Dennis A. Mahoney aspired to 
leadership. He was a native of Ireland, was a slow and hesitating speaker, 
but a strong man intellectually. He had been editor of the Dubuque 
Herald and was an aggressive partisan. In order to defeat a proposed 
registry law, of which James F. Wilson was the champion, Mahoney as a 
last resort once attempted to break up a quorum by leading his party out 
of the house as the roll was about to be called. But Lincoln Clark, W. W. 
Belknap and G. W. Gray declined to resort to revolutionary methods, and 
the stampede availed nothing. But the most aggressive, sharp-tongued 
and uncompromising democrat in the Seventh general assembly was 
Martin Van Buren Bennett, of Marion county. He was a young lawyer 
but 25 years of age, but sharp as a razor. He could always be relied upon 
to fight any republican measure pro:Posed. His invective was of the John 
Randolph style, and he was irrepressible. He was a little weazen-faced 
youngster, always spoiling for a fight When he addressed the house with 
one cheek distended by a large quid of tobacco, his finger pointing to the 
victim he was fiaying, he was an object of terror to the republicans gener· 
ally. During war times he published a red hot "peace-at-any-price'' paper 
named "The Copperhead." He moved to Kansas many years ago, and won 
a wide reputation as an eloquent champion of prohibition. While the 
average age of the mem~ers of the house was about 45, there were fifteen 
youngsters in their twenties, some of whom have since won national fame. 
'l'he youngest of these was a smooth-faced, boyish-looking youth, barely 
22 years of age. 

Senator Rankin, of Lee, used to tell this story on tlle boy member of 
the house from his county: "When the conductor on the Valley railroad, 
which had then been completed from Keokuk to Bentonsport, came into 
the car to examine the tickets, the boy member exhibited an annual paBS 
issued to him as a member of the general assembly. The conductor looked 
at it, then at the· youth, and thundered out: • Where did you get this, 
young man?' The reply was: 'From General Reid.' 'You can't work 
that on me,' said the conductor as he took up the pass and strode on. As 
he came to Senator Rankin's seat he said: • Do you know that boy over by 
the door? He tried to pass himself on me as a member of the legislature.' 
'Why,' exclaimed Rankin, 'don't you know George W. McCrary? He is 
one of the representatives from our county.' • What! that boy? He don't 
look to be over nineteen.' George got his paBS back, with an apology.'' 
Four years later that boy was a member of the senate. In 1869 he was in 
congress where he served eight, years, and framed the bill providing for 
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the electoral commission which seated Hayes in the president's ·chair. 
George W. McCrary became his secretary of war. Some years later he was 
appointed United States circuit judge, and died in the meridian of life with 
a reputation for ability and purity seldom attained. 

One of his colleagues from Lee county was a young democratic lawyer 
a few years his senior, William W. Belknap. He was tall, rather slim at 
that time, with sandy hair and 1lorid complexion. He had a scholarly face 
and cordial manners. He was extremely modest for a lawyer, made very 
few speeches and took no part in political discussions. He made no more 
impression upon his colleagues of the house, generally, than did Abraham 
Lincoln in his single term in congress in 1847-48. After Belknap became 
famous as a general in the Union army, few of the members of the Seventh 
general assembly remembered ·that he there began his remarkable public 
career. But serving on a committee with him that session, we became well 
acquainted, and were warm friends to the day of his death. As Grant's 
secretary of war for many years, he was very popular with the army, as 
well as with all former Iowa soldiers. The misfortune that drove him 
from public life never shook the firm faith of his host of friends in his 
honor or integrity. Heroically be bore the fa•lt of another, and with 
nobility of soul unsurpassed, died and made no sign of the anguish that 
blighted his life. Only his most intimate friends knew the aecret of his 
martyrdom. Another brilliant young man in the bouse was Tom Drum­
mond, of Benton. He was a native of Virginia; tall and slender, with 
black hair, straight as an Indian's; dark, dashing eyes, and decision of 
character written in every line of his face. He was editor of the Vinton 
Eagle, a radical republican weekly. He was of the same age as Van Ben­
nett, 25, and was the only republican member in the house who was able 
to meet Bennett with his own weapons and Tanquish him, Both we~:e 
entered in the statistical table as having no religion, but they had a lib­
eral allowance of what FitzHenry Warren termed the "energetic idiom." 
Tom was regarded as a "little fast " in his habits, but was as true as steel 
in large matters. When the supreme test came a few years later he 
scorued the absurd fallacy of state sovereignty that carried Robert E. Lee 
with his state jnto the ranks of rebellion; and Virginian as he was, brave, 
heroic Tom Drummond rode to a soldier's death with Sheridan in the last 
battle on Virginia soil. Another young man made a lasting impression 
upon members of the house. Cyrus C. Carpenter, of Fort Dodge, repre­
sented seventeen counties in that section of the state. He was studious, 
a good thinker and an eloquent public speaker. He dealt in logic and 
candid statement of facts; never in ridicule or denunciation. He won the 
eonfidence and respect of all his associates. As register of the land 
department, governor of the state, member of congress and second comp­
troller of the treasury, he has left an unspotted record. T. Walter Jaek­
son, of Tama, a brilliant young lawyer of New England birth, gave promile 
of a fine career. When the rebellion came on he was made adjutant of the 
Tenth Iowa infantry, but resigned early in 1862, and I have never seen his 
name since, connected with public affairs. 

Thomas Mitchell, the genial member from Polk county, bad a most 
difficult duty to perform in trying to represent his warring coDstituenta 
bitterly ena-aged in a fia-ht between East and West Des Moines. No livinr 
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man could have managed that deadly feud better than the popular mem­
ber from the rural district. 

E. E. Cooley, of Winneshiek, was one of the strong men among the 
young members. He devoted his entire time to his profession af~er leaving 
the house, and bas become a great lawyer. 

There were more brilliant men than Ed Wright, of Cedar, in the house, 
but few, if any, did the state better service. He had served in the Sixth 
general assembly at Iowa City two years before, was a tireless worker, a 
dne parliamentarian, and an excellent practical legislator. He was among 
the early volunteers in the Union army in 1862, rose to the rank of brevet 

• brigadier-general, and after the close of the war was chosen speaker of 
the house of the Eleventh general assembly. Ills subsequent career as 
secretary of state, secretary of the capitol commission and custodian of the 
state house, is well remembered. 

M. M. Trumbull, of Butler, was a native of England, a clear-headed, 
independent republican and a talented member. He attained the rank of 
brevet brigadier-general in the calvary serviee during the rebelliGn, moved 
to Chicago, where for many years he ranked among the ablest writers of 
the country on economic and theological sul;ljects. He was the author of 
several books which took high rank as literary works. 

Philip B. Bradley was one of the veteran democratic members. He had 
served in the cGunciL of the Seventh and Eighth territorial assemblies, 
was a member of the senate of the drat and second state legislatures, and 
the man who engineered the nomination of Ansel Br\ggs for governor. He 
had been an able and trusted leader in his party for more than fifteen 
years. Zimri Streeter, of Black Hawk; I. C. Curtis, of Marion; R. A. 
Richardson, of Fayette; Samuel E. Rankin, of Washington; J. L. Dana, of 
Story; J. W. Thompson, of Scott; W. H. Clune, of · Des Moines; D. N. 
Sprague, of Louisa, and E. W. Bates, of Cedar Rapids, were legislators of 
dne ability and indnence. 

The work of the First general assembly under the present constitution 
was herculean. The radical changes made in the con11titution required a 
general revision of the state laws, and tlte framing of many eleborate new 
statutes. In those days none of the standing committees employed clerks. 
The members chose one of their own number to keep the records of their 
transactions. The pioneer legislators were willing to work. Their records 
were as well kept as in modern times when the committees are furnished 
with salaried clerks; and no one considered the work burdensome. 

Our session lasted until the 23d of March, and 161 laws and fourteen 
joint resolutions were passed. Much time and work was given to the new 
banking systems which were enacted. Under the state bank law capital 
was promptly furnished to establish eight branches of the state bank, and for 
the drat time in the state's history we had sound currency under state 
supervision sufficient to transact its basiness. Seven more branches were 
soon established, and under the management of such men as Hoyt Sher­
man, Hiram :Price, Samuel J. Kirkwood, W. T. Smith, W. F. Coolbaugh, 
Ezekiel Clark, J. K. Graves, and their associates, no better banking system 
was ever inaugurated in any state or country. Its bills were always 
redeemable in specie, and no man ever lost a dollar iodepositsor cwrrency. 
n lifted the business and credit of Iowa and its monetary system from 
near bankruptcy to the highest standard. When the rebellion suddenly 
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came upon the country th.-ae banks, through the patriotic aotion of their 
managers, furnished the funds to uniform and pay the first regiments that 
Iowa sent to the front. The Seventh general assembly also gave to Iowa 
the act establishing the Agricultural College, at Ames, which has grown into 
one of the foremost of the educational institutions in the west. It pro. 
vided for the revision of the laws, and a new code of civil and criminal 
practice, which is known aa the revision of 1860. It also deflsed a plan for 
the settlement of the long pending controversy over the land grant to the 
Des Moines Navigation company. It established a college for the blind at 
Vinton. It re-enacted all laws repealed or suspended by the new consti. 
twtion which were not in conflict with its provisions. It would be tedious 
to enumerate all of the important legislation of that seBBion; but it might 
be of interest to ment:on some of the positions of honor and usefulneBS 
subsequently attained by members of the first legislature which &BBembled 
at Des~Moines, forty years ago this winter. It has given to the public serv· 
ice three cabinet officers, four United States senators, three governors 
two lieutenant-governors, nine representatives in congl'eBS, one United 
States circuit judge, one supreme judge, one secretary of state, one audi· 
tor, one state treasurer, two registers of the land office, three brigadier­
generals, ten colonels and three maj1>rs in the civil war; while eleven of 
the representatives were afterward elected to the senate. 

When the day was fixed for final adjournment the members determined 
to show their appreciation of the numerous courtesies bestowed upon us 
by the citizens of Des Moines. A large fund was subscribed fo entertain 
them at the capitol with a grand ball and festival. The desks and carpets 
were removed from the floor of the bouse, fine music provided, and an elab­
orate feast spread .in the aupreme court room. The gay festivities were 
kept up until near morning .. 

On the 22d of March, we held three long seBSions to til! ish the important 
busineBS, adjourning at 3 o'clock on the morning of the 23d, when the hour 
for final separation came; the night session was prolonged by a disagree· 
ment between the two branches over items in the general appropriation 
bill. After a long continued, monotonous call of the roll upon the passage 
of bills, lasting until midnight, the end was reached, excepting the appro­
priation bill still in the hands of a conference committee, with no immedi· 
ate prospect of agreement. As the hours passed slowly by, many of the 
members were asleep at their desks. Some of the youngsters, together 
with some who had been youngsters thirty years before, declared that 
something must be done to keep the members awake. A petition had 
come in from Mt. Vernon asking fora law to prevent profane swearing. A 
most estimable member from Linn county, and who was a devout and fer· 
vent Methodist, was made chairman of a special committee to consider the 
petition. Be promptly reported a bill defining the crime, and fixing a 
penalty that would have satisfied any admirer of the ancient "blue laws ' 
of Connecticut. Be had repeatedly tried to call flp his bill for passage, but 
without success. Word was now quietly paesed around, "Let us take up 
W-'s bill." All agreed. So Tom Drummond arose and in his moat serious 
manner moved that the house go into committee of the whole on house file 
No. -. The motion prevailed, the gentleman from Benton was called to 

. the chair, and the bill was read. The gentleman from Linn made an eam· 
eat plea for its paBSage. Trumbull, who was an agnostic, said that before 
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it became a law be thought "swearing" should be clearly defined; as the 
penalty was rather severe, it would only be right to insert a list of the 
"cuss" words ihat were to be prohibited. The gentleman from Linn 
thought that unnecessary, as "we all know what swearing is." "We 
might not agree," said Trumbull. "and I insist tha~ the gentleman shall 
define the crime in plain English." Another member arose and supported 
Trumbull's demand. Another followed and moved that the following 
"cuss" worcs be held to be swearing: " By golly," "gol darn it," "by 
ginger" and "by thunder." Another member wished to amend by adding 
''Holy Moses,"" dog-gone it" and" Je-h<>S·i·phat." The amendments pre­
vailed and a motion was made to report the bill back and recommend its 
passage. Mr. Streeter, known as "Old Black Hawk," slowly arose, and 
with great seriousness said he should support the bill if its author would 
agree to one slight amendment. "Old Black Hawk" was the wag of the 
house and everybody was instantly on the alert. Streeter proceed.,d to 
explain. Said he: "Mr. Chairman, I have had some experience in my day 
trying to break hazel-brush land with a mule team, and I have sometimes 
tried to drive a "razor· back" out of the corn through the same hole he came 
in at. I don't believe either of tb~se things can be done very successfnlly 
without the help of some of the words we have put in this bill. Now, I am 
a law abiding citizen and I don't want to see any law violated. There is 
only one way" that I know of to atop swearing, and my amendment will do 
it if it ia enforced " He hesitated a moment until the members called out: 
"What is your amendment?" "Read it." "I would strike out that tri­
:O.iug penalty, a fine -of 1100 and sixty days in the county jail. That won't 
atop the swearing. My amendment is that he .. ball be imprisoned in the 
penitentiary during the term of his natural life, and when his time expires 
he shall be hung by the neck until he is dead. Gentlemen, that'll stop the 
swearing, and nothing else will." The grieved expression that spread 
over the face of the ientleman from Linn, as he slowly realized the char­
acter of L.is bill as amended, was not soon forgotten. Just then the long­
looked-for appropriation bill was reported. We passed it and adjourned. 

A little steamer, "The Skipper" had come up the Des Moines river from 
Keokuk a few days before, and was lying near the mouth of Raccoon, 
waiting for a load. The water was very high, the mud almost bottomless, 
the stages would not hold half of us: the Skunk river was reported to be 
two miles wide, so fifty of us from eastern and southeastern counties 
decided to go home by way of the Des Moines and Mississippi rivers. At 1 
o'clock the little steamer, loaded to the guards, swung out into the rapid 
eurrent amid the cheers of several hundred of our Des Moines friends, who 
had gathered to see us off. We returned the salute, and some of the boys 
struck up the negro melody'' Susanna," as we sailed away. That was a 
voyage never to be forgotten. The water was at ftood stage, filled with 
:O.oating trees and driftwood. But our pilot akillfnlly followed the 
channel, and when the darkness became black, the captain tied his craft up 
to a huge cottonwood, and we wrapped our overcoats about us and tried 
in vain to ftnd a place where we could sleep. As the drat tints of light 
appeared in the east "The Skipper" resumed her voyage, landing passen­
gers at every stopping place. On Thursday, about noon, we reached Ben- . 
tonsport, where many of us transferred to the cars and got intc;» Keokuk at 
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t P. •· A ateamer on the Miaaiaaippi landed us in DaTen port on Friday 
e"Yening, after a trip of three and one-half days from Dee Moines. 

The president announced the committee on statistics. 

Firat district, D. P. Stubbs. 
Second district, Samuel McNutt. 
Third district, Peter Melendy. 
Fourth district, L. L. Ainsworth. 
Fifth diatr.ict, T. S. Parvin. 
Sb:th district, Col. S. A. Moore. 
Seventh district, Col. John Scott. 
Eighth district, Col. W. S. Dungan. 
Ninth district, L. W. Ross. 
Tentb district, C. C. Carpenter. 
Elenntb district, R. A. Smith. 

MEMORIAL SESSION. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 

This session was devoted to memorial and biographical 
sketches of deceased members, at which the following papers . 1 

were read: 

HON. ELIJAH SELLS. 

BY BON. JOHN K. DAVIS. 

Since the last meeting of this association, another of our earliest 
pioneers, highly honored and dearly beloved, bas passed from this life. 
Hon. Elijah Selia died after a brief illness, at his home in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, on March 13, 1897. The announcement of his death, so sudden and 
unexpected, spread a profound feeling of gloom in the neighborhood in 
which he lived, and a universal sadness with his friends and acquaintances 
everywhere. 

Tbe remains, in a casket covered with rare. floral o:ft'erings, under the 
escort of members of the Grand A,.my post of which he was a member, the 
Twenty-fourth Infantry band, Daughters of the American Revolution and 
the Masonic fraternity, were taken to the First Congregational church of 
that city, where appropriate services were had, after which, under the 
same escort, they were conveyed to Mount Olivet cemetery where, over the 
grave, the grand and impressive Masonic funeral service was read, at the 
conclusion of which a squad of militia fired a salute and thus ended the 
last rites paid to the illustrious departed. His death was generally noticed 
by the press, with favorable comments upon his life and services. 
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Upon receipt of the l&d intelligence at our capitol, hia large portrait 
which hugs in the office of secretary of state waa appropriately draped 
ud many letters of condolence were sent to the family. He leaves a wife 
and little daughter, Beatrice, and four children by a former marriage, vis: 
William H. Sells of Salt Lake City, David M. Bells of Denver, Lucy Sella 
Bon.rd of Kansaa City, and Elijah W. Sella of New York City, all of whom 
were present on the l&d occasion. A slater in Illinois and a brother ancl 
sister in Ohio also sunive him. 

The death of a sister in Iowa at the advanced age of 87 years occurred 
about two weeka prior to his decease. 

The youngest of the sons, Elijah W., who waa known by friends of the 
family during their residence in Des Moines aa "Little Tige," is now, aa I 
learn, a very reliable, enterprising and competent business man in New 
York City, enjoying the confidence of all who know him. 

Mr. Sella waa born in Franklin county, Ohio, February a, 18U, and 
hence at the time of his death had just entered upon his SUb year; he waa 
of Holland descent, his great grandfather, John Bella, migrating from that 
country in the year 1723. His waa truly an illustrious ancestry; his grand­
father on the maternal, aa also on the paternal aide, were both heroes of 
the revolutionary war, serving in" the days that tried men's souls;" the 
former under the leadership of Gen. (Mad) Anthony Wayne, was killed at 
the battle of Stony PoU.t, and the latter waakilled at Yorktown; his father 
served in the war of 18121 under Gen. William Henry Harrison (Old Tippe­
canoe). 

In the year 1888 Mr. Sells left his Ohio home and came to Winchester, 
Ill., removing from there to the then territory of Iowa in 18U1 1lnally 
settling in Muscatine county; the business in which he waa at the time 
engaged being the m.:~.nufacture of atonew o~ore; but he always took an active 
part in politics and waa an energetic political worker, servinsr his party 
whenever opportunity offered, and, as might be suppolled, affiliated with the 
whig party. 

Be early favored the abolition of slavery, always regarding it; as a para­
mount duty to aid an escaping slave, and rejoiced exceedingly at the final 
downfall of thai unrighteous institution. 

At a county convention of the whig party held in Muscatine he prepared 
and introduced its platform, in which was incorporated the doctrine of "no 
more slave territory," declaring that congress had the right to prohibit 
slavery in the territories. This, it is claimed, and I do not doubt the cor­
rectness of it, was the first platform ever adopted by a regularly constituted 
politicial convention which promuljlated this republican doctrine. 

Be was the recipient of many offieial places, state and national, of more 
or less importance, and varied in their nature and requirements, but his 
versatility and ability enabled him to, adapt himself to the occasion and to 
discharge the duties of each with efficiency and general satisfaction. In this 
paper I will only briefly refer to the most important of them. 

Be waa a member of the first constitutional convention, held in Iowa 
City in October and November, 1844; also a member of the house of repre­
sentatives of the First and of the Fourth general assemblies of the state. 

Be assisted in the organization of the republican party, and received 
the nomination for secretary of state at the first republican state conven. 

Digitized by Coogle 



100 BIX'l'H REUNION OF THE 

tion held at Iowa City in 1856, to which oftlce he was elected for three sue· 
oessive terms, ending with January 5, 1863. 

Boon after the conclusion of hie service as secretary of atate he received 
the appoiutment of additional paymaster in the army, a poeition which 
seems to have been distasteful to him, for after a brief service he resigned it. 

He was then appointed an oftlcer iu the United States navy, and by 
Admiral Porter assigned to the command of the receiving ship Grampus, 
then stationed at Cincinuati, Ohio. After about a year's service in this 
command he was tendered the position of third auditor of the United States 
treasury department, by Bon. Salmon P Chase, secretary of the treasury, 
wh~ch, with the advice and consent of Admiral Porter, he accepted. From 
this position he was promoted to that of auditor of the treasury for the 
postolice department, in which he continued until Senator Jame• Harlan 
was made secretary of the interior, when, at the senator's solicitation, he 
resigned the auditorship and accepted the position of superintendent of 
Indian atfairs for the southern superintendency. This was a position of 
much labor and responsibility. requiring his personal supervision and atten· 
tion over a large district of country included in his superintendency, involv· 
ing extensive travel through regions often remote from civilization and 
more or less beset with hardships and danger. It was during the last year 
of his administration of this olice, as I remember, that President Andrew 
Johnson was making desperate etforts to establish his "policy," and Mr. 
Sells was solicited by friends of the president with tempting otfen of place, 
to become a supporter thereof, but .declined to accede, and thereupon ten· 
dered hie resignation, but it was not accepted for about six months 
thereafter. 

After being relieved from this position he removed to Lawrence, KJLn., 
engaging in the lumber business. 

Duri'lg his residence there he was elected for three succeuive terma to 
the house of representatives of the Kansas legislature, serving each session 
as chairman of the committee of ways and means. 

From Kansas he went to Utah territory as the manager of a silver min· 
lug company, also was engaa-ed in the lumber business in Salt Lake City 
from 1878 to 189f. 

In 1889 President Benjamin Harrison appointed him secretary of Utah 
territory, which olice he held for four years, and was the conoluaion of hie 
olicial political service. 

The republican state convention held in Des Moines in 1863 for the 
selection of a candidate for governor was an exciting one; the contestan ta 
for that honor were Mr. Sella, Gen. Fitz Henry Warren, and Ool. Willi& m 
M. Stone; an unusual amount of interest was manifested by the friends of 
each, who were disposed to be somewhat obstinate and unyielding. After 
a number of ballots were taken witltout choice, Mr. Sells, at a time when 
success seemed to be dawning, unfortunately withdrew from the contest, 
and the nomination of Colonel Stone was the res11lt. 

Mr. Sella once owned a large farm adjoining the town of Vinton, in this 
state. to which he removed after leaving the olice of secretary of state, 
and where he for a time resided. He had a lively interest in the succeu 
of tbe institution for the education of the blind there located, being largely 
instrumental in securing the location, and was one of ita trustees. 
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The city of Muscatine had been his residence for many years, but he 
came to Des Moines with the removal of the capitalfrom Iowa City, bring­
ing with him his family and personal effects, and making it their home 
until the termination of his office. They were a welcome and a desirable 
addition to .the society of the new capital, contributing mucb to ita life 
and enjoyment. 

He was the incumbent of the office of secretary of state during the drat 
two years of the war of the rebellion, and rendered valuable assistance in 
that memorable struggle for the preservation of the union. With the help 
of many loyal men and women of our city, necessary stores and supplies 
were from time to time collected and forwarded to the army for' the benedt 
of our sick and wounded soldiers in the hospitals. His office was often 
used, temporarily, as a atorehouse for auch supplies preparatory to their 
being sent forward: On several occasions I have seen numbers of ladiea 
there assembled, apendina- the afternoon and late evening in the patt'iotic 
duty of scraping lint and preparing and packing the much needed articles 
for shipment. 

His son. David M. Sella, enlisted in Company D, Second Iowa infantry, 
commanded by Captain Crocker, aftet>wat>d General Crocker, and went to 
the front with his company, but was subsequently promoted to a lieuten­
ancy in the mat>ine oorpa and ordered to Washington, D. C. 

The scenes and incidents of those eventful times will never be forgotten, 
but often pass in review befot>e the memot>y. Mr. Sells had a widespread 
acquaintance in our state and was associated more or less with all of her 
prominent men; he made friends of almost everyone with whom he came 
in contact with a facility that was marvelous; he was possessed of a high 
order of ezecutive ability and businesa qualifications, which, with a won­
derful induence, made him succesaful in almost every undertaking; ener­
getic and active tht>ougbcut his unusually eztended life; always cheerful 
and hopeful, never gloomy or despondent over diaappointments, but philo­
sophically resigned to those that could not be avoided, doubtless his lon­
gevity was largely attributable to his cheerfulness. His friendship was 
true and unwavering and his devotion was such that self was entirely for­
gotten; he loved the loyal and true and deteated the treacherous and 
false. 

In the Parly part of 1896, at the request of Ron. Charles Aldrich, cura­
tor of the state historical department of Iowa, I prepa.red a sketch of Mr. 
tlella, giving therewith some of my recollections of the scenes of early 
days, which, with a very excellent portrait of him, was published in the 
October number of the Annals of Iowa, for that year. In a letter received 
from Mr. Sells near the close of the same year, be kindly thanked me for 
the sketch referred to, atating among other things that be had spent the 
most of that summer and autumn in an endeavor to develop some silver 
mines in the Wasatch mountains with only limited success, but that the 
indications were so favorable be ezpected to renew the work the nezt 
summer. From the tone of some of his letters received prior to the last 
meeting .of this association, we hoped that he would be with us upon that 
occasion, and his old time Des Mointls friends, with the ezpectation of such 
pleasure, were, under the leadership of the Lincoln club, of which he was 
a charter member, making arrangements to give him a grand reception; 
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but alas! we were doomed to disappointment and fate baa deereed that we 
shall meet with him no more in this life. 

He furnished a very interesting paper, which was read at the last meet­
ing of this association by Col. G. L. Godfrey, one of his early friends and 
associates, and is embodied in its published proceedings. I received sev­
eral letters from him during the last year of his life, and he spoke of the 
courtesies extended to him by his good friends, Colonel Godfrey, Maj. 
Hoyt Sherman, Hon. Charles Aldrich, Gov. B. F. Gue and others. 

In answer to a letter I had written to him relative to the death of our 
lamented friend, Senator George G. Wright, he said: 

"I fully appreciate what you say of Judge Wri~rht; I learned of his 
death the day after it occurred; my last letter from him was of date Novem­
ber 30, 1895. Iowa and the nation have lost a good mav; I regarded him as 
a good friend." 

While it would a:ft'ord me pleasure to narrate at length the important 
part that Mr. Sells performed iu the formation and making up of the early 
history of our state; his kindly e:ft'orts in the selection of her governors, 
members of congress and other.officers; of the men of state and national 
reputation with whom he has had such friendly and intimate relations, I 
feel that this must necessarily be deferred for another occasion, and owing 
to the uncertainties incident to this life, the duty may devolve upon 
another. 

It waa my good fortune to be his as .. istant during his entire service as 
secretary of state, and I met with him occasionally for several years there­
after; our relations were most friendly. I had an abiding faith in his 
intf>grity and nobility of character and am pleased to have been accorded 
the privilege of adding this tribute to his memory. 

JUDGE GEO. G. WRIGHT. 

BY GOV. B. F. GUB. 

George G. Wright is a name which for half a century has been familiar '1 
to the public in our state, and for forty years has been aa widely known, and 
as intimately asaociated with Iowa progress and its current history, aa any 
in her formidable roll of honored public officials. All the mature years of 
a long and busy life were passed in this, the land of his choicc.a. liis father, 
John Wright, died at Bloomington, Ind., in 1825, when his son George G. 
was but 5 years of age. At 16 he was admitted into the State university, 
and graduated ia 1839. His oldest brother, Joseph A. Wright, was then a 
rising young lawyer, located at Rockville, where George entered hia o.IBce, 
and began his law studies. Hia brother was eleeted to congress four years 
later, serving three terms, was gol'ernor of the state two terms, and after-
warda minister to Pruuia. 

George waa admitted to the bar in 18401 and in September of that year 
he started for the new territory of Iowa. It was a long trip down the 
Wabaah and Ohio rivera, and up the Miuiuippi by steamboat, and acrosa 
the wild prairie by stage coach, to the new frontier town of Keosauqua, 
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which had been platted three years before. A. few log houeea bad been 
erected, and it had juat been made the county aeat of Van Buren county. 
Bat one term of court bad been held io. the little log village, and it waa a 
moat unpromiaing place to make a living by law practice. Bat at 20 a 
young man is full of hope and enthusiaam, and thie •· Hooaier "youth could 
aee in the not distant future :risioo.a of fame and fortlJne awaiting the atu· 
dious, energetic law atudent, who waa willing to work, and wait. From 
the start young Wright woo. frieo.da by his genial mao.uera, hie cordial 
waya, his hopeful disposition aud atudioua habita. Two ,yeara after hie 
arrival be waa nominated by the whigs for proaecuting attorney, and 
elected. In October, 1843, the young lawyer waa married to Miaa Hannah 
M., the daughter of Judge Thomaa M. Dibble, who waa in 1846 a member 
of the aecond conatltutional convention. She was a woman of do.e mind, 
decided opiniona, and alwaya faithful to her conviction& of duty. 

Joseph A. Wright, tbeolderbrother, waaaatauo.ch democrat, but George 
G. was a whig, and alao took an active interest in politics In 1848 he waa 
nominated by hie party for atate aenator, and elected for a term of four 
yeara. He soon became recognized as an able legislator, and "'aa in 1850 
made a member of the joint committee on the revision of the laws of the 
state which reaulted in the code of 1851. The measure that be urged with 
most peraistence in the formation of the new code, was the exemption of a 
homeatead for each bead of a family, from aale on execution for debt. It 
was at that time considered a radical departure from a time honored prin· 
ciple, and met with moat determined opposition aa adangerouainnovation. 
But be urged the jaatice of the reform with each ability, fortified by aolid 
reaaona for reserving a home for the family, that the meaaure preTailed, 
and with alight modification& baa remained on our atatute booka to this 
day. 

In the fall of 1850 be was nominated by the whiga of the drat congrea­
sional district, which then embraced the aouth half of the atate, for repre­
sentative. Bernhart Benn was the democratic candidate, and as the dia· 
t.rict bad a clear democratic majority he w'la elected. 

In 1853, when Gen. George W. Jonea waa re-elected to the United States 
senate, George G. Wright received the votes of the whig membera of the 
general aaaembly, when he waa but 33 yeara of age. Young aa be was, he 
had become the acknewledged leader of his party iu the atate. In 1855, 
when but 35 years of age, be was elected one of the aupreme judges, and 
for fifteen yeara be served the atate in that poaition with marked ability. 
Among his aaaociates on the bench during this period were Judges Wood· 
ward, Iabell, Stockton, Baldwin, Lowe, Dillon and Cole, all of whom were 
judges of diatinguiahed ability. 

It will be generally conceded that during the period from 1855 to 1870 
the highest judicial tribunal of Iowa was called upon to aettle the moat 
important legal contention• that have ever been brought before our state 
anpreme court. 

The code of 1851 presented many legal problema then unsettled by the 
court of laat reaort; the new conat.itution of 1857 embraced many radical 
changea in oar organic law, the creation of a board of education witblegis· 
lative powera; the acta of the Seventh general aasembly, the first under 
the new constit~tion; the new code of civil and criminal procedure of 1860, 
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~be remodeling of our judiciary ayatem; the numerous complicated ques· 
tiona ariaing out of the vario11aland grants; the uew banking aystem; the 
beginning of the era of great corporations for railroad building, and other 
purpoaea-all of theae pl"Oblema a:ffecting the intereata of the people and 
the state, came before the aupreme court in varioua phaaea during this 
period of Judge WriJht'a long term of service. How ably and equitably 
the confilcting contentions were settled by this tribunal, is a matter of his­
tory that redects the highest houor upon the eminent judgea who were 
members of that court in this formative period of Iowa jurisprudence. 

In 1870 one of the notable senatorial contests in the ranks of the repub­
lican party took place. William B. Allison, a young member of congress 
from the Dubuque diatrict, who waa serving his fourth term aa repreaenta· 
~ive, and had won a fine reputation, was brought out aa a candidate from 
northern Iowa for the United Statea aenate. From the time the republican 
party had come into control of the state in 1856, the United States senators 
chosen by it had all been residents of the south half of the state In the 
approaching election of a auccenor to James W. Grimea, a powerful com· 
bination waa made by leading republicans of northern Iowa to secure the 

. new senator in that section, and William B. Allison waa choaen as their 
candidate. But the frienda of Judge Wright, from all portionaof the atate, 
were urging hie election as a auitable successor to Grimes. The conteat 
became very warm throughout the entire state. Alliaon'a supporter& had 
a formidable advantage in location, and used it with great e:ffect. A 
majority of his support came from the north half of the state. But as the 
contest progressed, the wide acquaintance and great personal popularity 
of Judge Wright was found to be making serious inroada upon northern 
Iowa, in spite of the eloquent appeals of Allison's aupportera to stand firm 
for northern representation in the senate. But nothing could check the 
enthusiasm of the hosts of friends of Judge Wright, who docked to the 
capital from all parts of the state, aa the legislature convened, to work for 
the election of their old-time friend. The pressure became irresistible, 
and when the caucus convened Judge Wright was nominated on the firat 
formal ballot. There was probably not another man in Iowa who could 
have won the nomination over William B. Allison, who has for a long time 
been t!le acknowledged leader of the United States senate. It was not the 
work of politicians, but the unbounded personal popularity, baaed upon 
hie exalted·publicservices, hie commanding ability, and hisetern integrity, 
that placed George G. Wright in the senate. 

During the six years' term he won a high position in that body, aerving 
on the committees on judiciary, finance, revision of the laws, claima, civil 
aervice, and retrenchment. He declined a re·election, preferring to return 
to the work of his chosen profeeaion, for which he alwaya had an abiding 
love. 

This ended hie official public aervicea, which had been almost continu· 
one for a period of thirty yeara. In the practice of hie profession he bad 
been first a member of the law firm of Knapp & Wright, in Keoaauqua . 
Joseph C. Knapp was an eminent lawer, who became United States diatrict 
attorney, and afterwards a district judge. H. C. Caldwell, who later 
became a member of the firm, was a representative in the legislature of 
1860; colonel of the Third Iowa cavalry in the war of the rebellion; waa 
appointed by President Lincoln United t:ltatee district judge, and has for a 
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long time been an eminent judge of the United States circuit court of 
appeals Before the close of hia term in the senate, Judge Wright beca19e 
a member of the law drm of Wright, Gatch & Wright, the latter his eldest 
son, Thomaa S. Colonel Gatch waa for two terms a prominent member of 
the state senate. 

In 1881 the firm waa composed of Judge Wright, T. S. Wright, A. B. 
Oummins, and Carroll Wright .. In 1887 Judge Wright finally retired from 
practice in his profeaaion, having served two years aa president of the 
American Bar aaaociation. In 1865 Judge Wright had remoTed from hie 
old home at Keosauqua and settled with his family iu Dee Moines, and in 
tbe fall of that year he, with Judge C. C. Cole, established the drat law 
school west of the Mi88issippi river. After the drat year Prof. W. G. Ham· 
mond a041epted a position with them, giTing his entire time to instruction 
in the school. In 1868 the law school was removed to Iowa City, and by 
action of the regents became the law department of the State University, 
Judges Wright and Cole becoming law lecturers of the department. 

Up to the last year of his life, Judge Wright took a deep interest in the 
University, and especially ·in the law department. which he had helped 
to establish. Hie lectures to the students were filled with wholesome 
advice, wise counsel, and sound enunciations of the fundamental princi­
ples of the science. His last lecture given before the law department was 
in June,l896, and in it he refers with deep feeling. in eloquent and pathetic 
words, to the work of the pioneer lawmakers, who had in early timt~s been 
bis aasociates in laying the foundations of our state and its institutions. 
Hie closing sentences were as follows: 

"Our state may challenge any other for tbe t'lconomy of ita administra­
tions, the ability and wisdom shown in the condu.!t of public a:ffairs. If we 
look to those framing our constitution, making and revising our laws, and 
administering justice in our courts, we shall see how large a responsibility 
has rested upon our pioneers. No cla88 of men have been more devoted to 
their state; none more faithful to their obligations; none more proud of 
its history and position, civil and military, in tbe great federal family. I 
love to think of the old guard, the steady march of the old column. I look 
ov.,r our constitution and statutes and there see the im:pre88 of their minds. 
I look abroad at our schools, our colleges and public institutions, and find 
in them noble monumenta of their liberality and public spirit. I inquire 
for the muter spirits who passed through the early days and trials of fron­
tier life, and find the old guard ever in the van doing their whole duty. 
Those gone, and many of them living, animated by hope or depressed by 
care, often weighed down by sickness, or old age, or business depression, 
have performed a noble part in building here a happy, prosperous and free 
state, with institutions unexcelled, and a name which challenges the admi­
ration of men everywhere." 

Soon after I was requested to prepare this paper, I wrote my old friend, 
Judge John F. Dillon, who was long &880ciated with Judge Wright on the 
supreme bench, to send me hie opinion of our departed president as a law· 
yer and a judge. Although su:ffering from a serious accident, he promptly, 
from his bed, dictated the following: 
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BoD. B. F. Gae, Des MoiDes, low~: 
NBw YoBK, February f, 1818 

·MY D-EAB GoV&BliOB-1 ha..e the pleaaure to aclmowledge receipt of 
70U1' ..-alu~ favor of January ·30\h. The recovery· from my accident is, I 
think, progresshig favorably, but I am still confined to my room and, the 
greater part of the time, to my bed. This will prevent me from writing a 
letter, as I had intended doing, concerning the bar and jurisprudence of 
Iowa generally. I must, however, comply with your,special request to give 
you in a page, at least, my views concerning my old friend and former asso· 
ciate, the late Chief Justice George G. Wright. 

I esteem it one of the felicities of my professional career that I was 
associated for six years with Judge Wright on the supreme court bench of 
the state of Iowa. It is scarcely ueceBBary for me to express my opinion of 
his· learning as a lawyer, and h is merits as a judge. No difference of opin­
ion on this subject, so far as I know, ever existed among the !Jar and the 
people of Iowa. The verdict of the bar on this subject is that, take him all 
in all, he had: no equal among the state's chief justices or judges in her judi­
cial history. Some of them may have had, in special and exceptional linea, 
superior gifts, or superior learning, but as I have just said, takP him all in 
all, he easily stands conspicuous and foremost. To those who sened on the 
bench with him, and to the bar who practiced during the period of his long 
connection with the court, the reuons for this are not· difficult to flnd. I 
may refer to some of them brie:lly and without elaboration 

Firat among these reasons may be mentioned his zeal and conscien­
tiousness in the performance of his official duUea. As chief justice be was 
always present; and, having control of the deliberations of the court, would 
never consent to adjourn any term until every case which bad been argued 
or submitted was considered. The period of my aBBOCiation with him · was 
when there was uo rule requiring the recorda and arguments to be. printed. 
They were mostly in writing. Judge Wright was a rapid and most excel­
lent reader; and his invariable habit during our consultations, in all cases 
submitted, was, first to take up the argument of the appellant; read it; 
next the argument of the appellee; then any reply, referring to the record 
whenever neceBSary; then to insist on a full discuBSion and a vote. I believe 
I may safely affirm that no case was decided during these six years that I 
was on the bench witboat this "formula" having been complied with . No 
case was auigued, previous to full consideration among the judges, for 
examination and an opinion by a single judge. I verily believe ~ohat the 
admitted excellence of the judgments of the supreme court of Iowa during 
the peri:>d of Judge Wright's incumbency of the office of chief justice, is 
due to the course of procedure above mentioned. 

Another characteristic of Judge Wright was his intimate knowledge 
and memory of the legislation and course of decisions in the state. He 
was a living digt'at of these deeisiona. He carried in his memory every 
important case that bad ever beeu decided, and thus kept the linea of 
judicial decision consistent. ' 

As a presiding officer he was without any equal. He had remarkable 
executive ability. He presided with dignity; maintained the utmoet 
decorum in his court, and yet no member of the bar, I believe, ever felt 
that he was exacting, oppressive, or that be in any way encroached upon 
their legitimate~rights and privileges. He had almost in perfection what I 
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may call the ''judicial temperament." Be showed u.olute impartiality, 
had great patience of reeearch, and abon all, a lenl headed ~ 
and strong, sure-footed common sense. Combining these merits and qual­
ities with ample learnin.r in his profession, it is no marvel that the bar of 
Iowa hold him and his memory in such deserved honor. I am very trnly 
yours. JoaN F. DILLON. 

Such an estimate from one of the mOflt eminent jurists and judgea 
Iowa bas ever produced, who has siace his removal from our state, won 
national fame in the profession, must forever 1lx the place Judge Wright 
will occupy in Iowa history. · 

During his busy life, while professional and public duties were crowd· 
ing upon him, J odge Wright took a deep interest in the industrial develop­
ment of the state. In 1860, he was elected president of the State Agricul· 
tural Society, serving for four years, and always after was one of the most 
in:O.uential and trusted advisers of its officers and managers. In 1~79 he 
was elected a director in the Chicago, Rock Island & Paci:O.c Railroad 
company, a position which be held the remainder of his life. 

After retiring from practice of his profession, he was chosen president 
of the Polk County Savings bank, also president of the Security Loan and 
Trnst Company, which position he held at the time of his death. For 
nearly six years he was the honored president of the Pioneer Lawmakers, 
Association, and l am confident that of all the honors that came to him 
during his long and busy life, this brouyht him the most unalloyed enjoy· 
ment. Here every mE>mber was an old acquaintance and friend. These 
reunions brought together his political as"Sociates, opponents and compan· 
ions of youthful con:O.icts, defeat'! and triumphs. All of the animosities of 
partisan combats have long been buried in the lapse of years. The surviv· 
ing actors in the :O.erce and bitter political rinlry of pioneer times, here 
meet as long separated members of one family, and clasp bands in friend· 
ship as they look upon tbe whitening hair and wrinkled brows from which 
youthful vigor and enthusiasm have departed Bat passing years DeTer 

east a shadow of gloom over tbe sunny face 9f our late president. His cheerful 
greeting, his irrepressible fund of anecdote and wit, and happy rejoinders 
were CORtagious and permeated our sessions. He could call eTery member 
by name, and knew everyone's record in the past, his mental calibre and 
his peculiarities. He was one of the founders of the association and never 
miued a session. When the shadows of life's evening were gathering 
around him, his thoughts wandered toward the companions of pioneer 
days. 

The last letter that his hand inscribed was addressed to an officer of 
this association, relating to the approaching session, then but a few weeks 
away, in which be felt a deep interest. But before it aasembled he bad 
"paued over the ri"f'er." 

His home life was an ideal one. The sunshine that his presence carried 
into every group of which he was a part, was never obscured by passing 
shadows. The wife and mother, the children and grandchildren, were 
always cheered by his kindly greeting and the household was brightened 
by his coming. His friends and neighbors were sure of a cordial welcome. 
His pure upright life was an inspiration to the young, and was the pride 
of his children. Three of his sons inherited the rare legal endowments of 
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their father, and attained eminence in the profession beforereachiug middle 
life. Our great state has reared and developed many talented, useful and 
noble men and women. Their achievements have shed lustre upon its fair 
name. Among those who have in early days wisely laid the foundation for 
tbe giant structure that has arisen like magic in a period of sixty years 
from a wild plain, the home of the Indian and buffalo, prominent and 
honored among its architects and builders will always stand the name of 
George G. Wright. 

The following paper 0:1 Judge Wright wa~ prepared by his 
old neighbor and friend, Judge Rob3rt Sl~n, of Keosauqua: 

The judicial history of Van Buren county, Iowa, begins on the lOth day 
of April, A. D. 11S37, when it was still a part of the territory of Wisconsin, 
and Roo. David Irvin, of the Second judicial district of that territory was 
the presiding judge. W. W. Chapman was the district attorney appointed 
by the court for that term aad J. Weston Wood (Old Timber), was the only 
other attorney present, and in April Df the following year the same judge 
held a second term llt which Charles Mason was appointed district attorney, 
and the other attorneys present were W. W. Chapman, J. W. Woods, Chap­
man Eoo, M. D. Browning and Frye B. Hazleton, which was the last term 
held while it was a part of Wisconsin territory. 

The next term was held after Iowa was organized into an independent 
territory, and on the 12th day of Novamber, 1838, by Hon. Thomas S. 
Wilson, who was judge of the Third judicial district of Iowa, and Isaac 
Van Allen was appointed prosecutor protem. The attorneys present and 
transacting business were M. D. Browning, Chapman Eno, Rorer & Starr, 
W. H. Buckland, Alfred Rich, Joseph B. Tras and I. N. Lewis. 

The next term of court was held on the 12th day of August, A. D. 183~. 
by Ron. Joseph Williams of the Second district. The same attorneys 
were present, and in addition thereto, J.D. Larned and S. W. Somers. 

The next term was held on the 8th day of November, 1839, by Bon. 
Charles Mason, judge of the First judicial district, and the attorneys prea· 
ent and tran11acting business were the same as at last term and in addition, 
Richard Humphreys, P. Viele, J. W. Woods and W. H. Starr-(there were 
two "Starrs," Henry W. and W. H., both of Burlington, and both men of 
ability). 

On the 13th day of April, A D. 1840, court was held by Ron. Charlea 
Mason, with the same attorneys present, and in addition, William I. Case, 
David Rorer, James W. Grimes and Oliver Wild; and at the next term of 
cout't held by the same judge on the 21st of September, 1840, at which the 
same members of the bar were present, a11 shown by the records as trans· 
acting business, which shows the character of the bar which Ron. Geo. G. 
Wright met at the next term of the oout't, held on the 12th day of April, 
A. D. 1841, and at this first of the coul'ts where his name appears as trans· 
acting legal business there were also preseqt, Hugh T. Reid, R Humph· 
reys, Alfred Rich, J . Weston Woods, Oliver Wild, I. N. Lewis, S. W. Som· 
era, David Rorer, James W. Grimes, W. H. Starr and J . C. Hall. Judge 
Wright had six cases at this tel'm, and fl'om this time the record shows 
that his business rapidly increased, and during the next few years James 
B Bowell, J . C. Knapp and Augustus C. Ball were added to the bar, and 
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the recorda show that he was aaaociated with Oliver Wild in the practice, 
with whom he remained auociated until his death, which was some time in 
1844. 

The recorda show him aa a member of the firm of Wright & Knapp at 
the March term, 1846, with whom he continued in practice until the Sep­
tember term, 18511 whea J, C. Knapp was appointed jodge and remained 
on the bench for something more than a year, but on his return to the 
practice the partnership was again renewed and continued, as my recollec· 
tion serves me, until the judge went upon the supreme bench. 

Judge H. C. Caldwell was admitted to the bar September 5, 1851, while 
Judge Knapp was on the bench, and, I think, the firm of Wright, Knapp 
& Caldwell was formed when Judge Knapp returned tc'l the practice, but I 
am not certain about it. You have data that will probably settle it. My 
researches and notes do not say anything about it. 

My object in giving the names of those who practiced in the Van Buren 
district court is to show the men with whom he was a88ociated and against 
whom he had to contend when he entered the practice. James W. Grimes, 
J. C. Hall, David Rorer, Henry W. Starr, N. H. Starr, J. W. Woods, and 
Hugh T. Reid had quite an e:~:tensive practice there until Iowa was 
admitted to the union, and the mention of the above names is only neoes· 
sary for anyone to observe that they were among ihe ablest lawyers Iowa 
ever produced. When we remember th"' age of the judge, and the rapid 
growth of his practice, it is evident that he developed very early the qual· 
ities which afterwards so distinguished him as a jurist and an advocate. 

Oliver Wild, who was his drat partner, was an able lawyer and au 
excellent man. Boo. J. C. Knapp was a lawyer of great ablllty; was twice 
district judge; was United States district attorney under Pierce and 
Buchanan both, according to my recollections; candidate for governor on 
the democratic ticket, and also for supreme judge. Judge H. o. Caldwell, 
his third part.ner, bas been, ever since 1864, on the federal benoh. 

When Iowa was admitted the judge was elected prosecutor for Van 
Buren county, and held the place for two years. Cyrua Olney was on the 
bench in that district and so continued until his resignation to ro to Oregon, 
in 1851, where he was elected to the supreme bench. 

When I went to read law with him, in 1860, he bad just returned from 
the supreme bench to the practice, and was then a member of the firm of 
Wright & Baldwin, but his re-appointment in June of that year took him 
ou~ of the practice in that county and be moved to Des Moines in the fall 
of 1864. 

Digitized by Coogle 



110 SIXTH REUNION OF THE 

RON. CHARLES BEARDSLEY. 

BY BBV. WILLIAll SA.LTEB. 

Charles Beardale;ywas born on a farm in Knoz county, Ohio, seven miles 
from Mount Vernon, February 18, 1830. His father came there in 1818, 
walking the whole distance from Stratford, Connecticut, whither his earliest 
ancestor in Ameri<'& bad come from England, from Stratford-on-Avon, in 
1635, which waa nineteen yea.ra after the death in that place of William 
Shakespeare, "the Bard of Avon." His mother was Mary Fitch, of New 
Haven, Conn. The third of sill: children, be acquired the carpenter's trade, 
studied at Granville academy, Obio, and in the Wesleyan university at Del­
aware, in that state, and graduated at the Ohio Medical college in Cincin· 
nati. At the age of twenty-five he came to Muscatine, Iowa, practiced 
medicine there a few months, and at Oskalooea until 1861, meanwhile 
becoming editor of the Oskalooea Herald. Mr. S. H. M. Byers recalls the 
kindly influence given to his youthful mind by Dr. Beardsley's words of 1 
counsel and cheer in those years, and there grew up between them a life. 
long friendship. President Lincoln appointed Dr. Beardsley postmaster at 
Oskalooea. Removing to Burlington in 1865, he was editor of tbe Hawk· 
eye for ten years, and senator from De<~ Moines county in the Thirteenth 
and Fourteenth general assemblies (1870-72), and twenty years afterward 
wrote a graphic and instructive history of the measures and public men in 
those assemblies, published in the Pioneer Lawmakers' Reunion of 1894, 
pajZ'es 78 to 100. As chairman of the committee on 6Chools, he pro· 
cured the passage through the senate of a law for compulsory education, 
but it failed in the house. Be vigorously opposed perquisites to legislators 
in the shape of gold pens, pocket-knives, newspapers, etc., advocated the 
taxation of corporate property on the same basis as other property, and 
supported more equitable railroad legislation, and, as a partial offset to the 
injustice of existing laws, the taxation of railroad bridges acroea the Mis· 
slssippi and Missouri rivers, on the same basis as other property in their 
respective localities. Rt'garding the treatment of women under laws made 
exclusiTely by man as the criterion of civilization, be favored the employ· 
ment of women in the public service, and the extension to her of the right 
of suffrage. 

In 1874 Dr. Beardsley traveled in Europe with the late Robert G. Saun· 
derson, superintendent of the city schools of Burlington. Be was after­
wards called to the office of librarian in the war department by the Bon. 
George W. McCrary, secretary of war, with charge and custody of the war 
records of the rebellion, and subsequently appointed by Preaident Bayes 
Fourth auditor in the treasury department, and held that office from 1879 to 
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1885. Returning to Iowa, for three yean he renden!d efllcient service to 
the republiean party aa chairman of the state central committee. 

An ardent student of moral, aoelal and politi~l queatiou, he held a 
'rigorous pen and was st.raightforward and pronounoed in his convietiou. 
With a genial nature he poaseaaed a fine presence and commanding form 
that represented the strength and benignity, of hie character. An indefat­
Igable worker in the Christian cause and a pillar in the church, serving as 
clerk, deacon, superintendent of the Sunday aehool, friendly visitor, and 
delegate to eeeleaiaatical meetings, he was his pastor's right-hand man. 
Large-minded and inspired with" the enthuiaam of humanity," he advo­
cated advancing religion and· a better application of Christianity to the 
preeent world, to commerce and trade, and the public intereata of the state 
and the nation. Be was a member of the council called by Plymouth 
church, Brooklyn, N. Y., in 1876, with reference to ita pastor, Henry Ward 
Beecher, to whom he gave his confidence and support; of theNationalCon­
pgatlonal council, 1877, that met at Detroit; chairman of the board of 
trustees of the Congregational church of WashinJrton, D. C., moderator of 
the general aaaoeiation of Iowa at ita flfty-aeoond annual meeting held at 
Sioux City, 1891; and a corporate member of the American board of foreign 
miuions. At a meeting of the general as~iation of Iowa held in Daven­
port, May,1896, he read an instructive and earneat paper upon the duty of 
churches to improve the aoeial condition of their respective communities. 

His last public service was as chairman of the committee of arrange­
ments for Old Settlers' day, October 2, 1896, at the eeJ.ebration of the semi· 
centennial of the state. Animated by a surp&BBing zeal to honor the com­
monwealth and ita founders, he made extraordinaey exertions to bring 
together the pioneers of fifty and sixty years ago, and obtain their testimony 
as to the former days. Be entertained at his own home the venerable 
Judge Murdock, the only one of the seven then survivin~r members of the 
legislative auemblies of the territory of Iowa who was present at theeele· 
bration; and soon afterwards both host and guest, who were so happy and 
ubilant together for the whole week of the celebration, passed within the 

veil. Dr. Beardsley's exertions made the occasion a more memorable one 
than can ever occur again. Be seemed inspired with the same religious 
zeal to preserve the memory of our founders for the instruction of after 
times which was observed in the honorable Augustus C Dodge at the fifti· 
eth anniversary of the first settlement of Iowa, held in Burlington, June 1, 
1883, a few months before his lamented death. The state can never a~rain 
enjt>y a llrand public commemoration with a large number present who 
were coeval with ita beginnings in 1833-1846. In his supreme ardor for the 
work Dr. Beardslf'y went beyond his stt"ength attd suffered a nervous pros· 
tration from which he did not rally. Be died D~eember 29, 1896, at his 
home in Burlington, aged 66 years, 10 months, 11 days, leaving the memory 
of a life ennobled by higb qualities, by dignity of character, by shining 
personal worth. and by generous devotion to his country and to mankind. 

Digitized by Coogle 



112 SIXTH REUNION OF THE 

DR. SYLVESTER GRINNELL MATSON. 

BY HOW. CHABLES ALDRICH. 

MB. PBI:SIDENT Al'ID GENTLEMEN 01' THE PlONEE& LAWMAUBS' Asso­
CIATION-It ia a sad duty which has devolved upon me .to announce the 
death of one of our oldest and most distinguished associates, Hon Sy Ivester 
Grinnt>ll Matson, which occurred at the residence of his son-in-law, the 
Rev. Dr. S. N. Fellows, at Fayette, Iowa, on the 5th instant. Had Dr. 
Matson lived until the 5th of March he would have aeen his ninetieth birth­
day. In writing me Dr. Fellows enclosed the following obituary, which I 
will read: 

"Sylvester G. Matson, M. D., was born in Middletown, Vt., March 11, 
1808, and died in Fayette, Iowa, February 5, 1898. His early life was spent 
amid the hardships of New England. He had meager opportunities for 
securing an education, but by hard labor and close private study, he 
became qualified to teach school, and by teaching earned means to prose­
cute his studies in the medical department of the University of Vermont. 
From this he graduated with high honors in 1832. He then returned to 
Middletown, Vt., and soon after removed to Van Buren, near Syracuse, N. 
Y. He also practiced a few years in Chenango county, N. Y. Here he was 
frequt>ntly called to deliver addresses oa the Fourth of July and other 
public occasions, and received from the general public and the preBB very 
high encomiums. In 1845 he removed with his family to Iowa and settled 
near Anamosa, in Jones county, and at a later period removed to Viola, 
Linn county, where the latter years of his life were spent. 

"In 1846 he was a member of the constitutional convention, which framed 
the drat constitution of ·the state of Iowa. He was also elected a member 
of the Firat general assembly of the state, which met at Iowa City, Novem­
ber 30, 1846, and in extra Bell8ion January 3, 1848. Failing by one vote o-f 
being elected speaker of the house, he became chairman of the committee 
on schools and took a leading part in enacting the drat school laws of the 
state. He also prepared and introduced the bill locating the State Uni· 
veraity at Iowa City, and waa afterwards a member of ita drat board of 
trustees. He was thus associated with Senators James Harlan, A. C Dodge, 
and G W. Jones, and Governors Briggs, Hempstead, and Grimes in laying 
the foundations of this great state. Dr. Matson was proud of Iowa, of 
her history and institutions, and of the great and noble men with whom 
be was associated in the first years of her statehood. 

"Dr. Matson was humane, patriotic and religious. He was the friend of 
the poor and no one in need was ever turned empty from his door. In pri­
vate life he was remarkably temperate in ·his habits, using neither tea, 
coffee, tobacco nor intoxicating drinks; and in public and prof688ional life 
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waa a strong advocate of free achoola, total abstinence, prohibition of the 
liquor traiBc, and the organized charities of the state. 

"In politics, he was originally a 'Jeffersonian Democrat.' Be united 
with the republican party at ita organization and voted for John C. Fre­
mont for president in 1856. Be continued an ardent republican, caating 
his last presidential vote for William McKinley in 1896. 

"In appreciation of hia·servicea rendered the state, by request, a life-size 
oil painting of Dr. Matson was secured and placed in the historical depart­
ment of the _capitol at Des Moines. 

" Dr. Matson was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church and a firm 
believer in the Lord J eaua Christ. In his last long and tedious illneas of 
over fourteen months, he was ever calm, patient and trustful-thankful 
for all the little kindnesses shown to him, and frequently expresaed a 
desire to join the many friend& in heaven. 

"He leaves an aged and invalid wife residing in Viola, Iowa, and three 
ehlldren, viz: Benjamin L. Matson, a lumber merchant of Anamosa, Iowa; 
Sarah L., wife of Rev. S. N. Fellows, D. D., of Fayette, Iowa, and Cather­
ine L., wife of Profeasor Goodyear, of Chicago, Ill. 

"Dr. Matson died at the home of hi& daughter, Mrs. Dr. S. N. Fellows, in 
Fayette, Iowa. The body was buried in the family lot in Riverside ceme­
tery at Anamosa.'' 

I feel that an appreciative and grateful word is due from the historical 
depar.tment to the memory of this excellent man. From the time of ita 
organization in 1892, until the decrepitude of age settled upon him, no man 
in Iowa, within the scope of his means and opportunities, labored more 
earnestly than Dr. Matson to lay ita foundations and promote ita growth 
and usefulness. Be became at once a collector of historical and biograph­
ical data, war relics, objecta in natural history, ~reological, mineralogical 
and botanical specimens, anything and everything in short, which could 
add to ita usefnlneas or make it an attractive place for visitors. If there 
was an item in his own or any of the surrounding counties which I desired 
to add to our collections, I had but to mention it to him and straightway 
he set about obtaining it. The department is indebted to him for scores 
of valuable items. Among these, as of moat value, are copies of our early 
laws, legialative journals, and the journal of the constitutional convention 
of 18f6-alllong a~ro out of print and now acarce and almoat imposaible to 
obtain. When all of his contributione-many of which are very precious­
are duly labeled and placed in appropriate caaea, they will constitute a 
monument which will keep his memory grHD for many generations. As 
stated in the obituary notice which I have read, the historical department 
is the owner of a floe oil portrait of this distinguished pioneer lawmaker. 

Dr. Matson was a man widely known and respected for hia great kind· 
neas and benevolence. I was his guest at his home in Viola, Linn county, 
some years ago. He was still practicing medicine, though he waa nearly 
or quite eighty-five years of age. Sometime after dark, a boy called to ask 
him to go and see his little sister wbo was quite ill. The house where he 
was wanted waa several blocks distant, and Mrs. Matson protested againat 
his going out at that time of night. She suggested that they employ a 
younger physician. "Oh, no," he replied, "I have doctored in that family 
for twenty.ftv:' yean, and they think that no one else can do them any 

8 

Digitized by Coogle 



114 SIXTH REUNION OF THE 

good. I will go!" And the aged man lit his lantern and started out to 
visit the sick child. I was glad on his return to hear his report that the 
child was by no means dangerously ill. Soon after I made his acquaint- . 
ance-in 1892 or '93-he sent the. historical department his pill-bags and 
outfit of dental and surgical instruments, some of which were quite anti­
quated. Among them was one of those primitive "turnkeys" for pulling 
teeth. With power enough at the handle, it would come very near extract­
ing a hickory stump. But every country physician in the days of my boy­
hood carried, and often used, one of theae queer instruments. I suspect 
that away back in the fifties or forties some of those now present knew 
how these old "turnkeys" were operated. I had kept these articles a few 
months when the doctor wrote me that he was having quite a run of prac­
tice and wished I would return his dental and surgical iustrumenta-but 
that they should ultimately come back. Of course I forwarded them to 
him promptly. He kept them a couple of years and sent them again in a 
quaint little wooden trunk, where they will be safely retained until the 
state provides a fit place for this novel exhibition. 

During his whole life Dr. Matson bore the reputation of a good and use­
ful man. He was a hard worker in his laborious profession, especially 
during his early yeara in Iowa, when the countrj phyaician had to ride 
long diatances and face the terrible Arctic blizzards, often at the peril 
of his own life. As a legislator he achieved a reputation which will sur· 
vive as long as the annals of .early Iowa interest our people. As lias been 
seen, he was one of the founder& of our State Univeraity, and always a friend 
of the cause of education. He was a man of wide and versatile information, 
broad and generous sympathies, genial and kind in his intercourse with all, 
honest and just, respected and beloved throughout the circle of his acquaint­
ance, in the best sense of the words, au old-time Christian gentleman. 

"Hie youth was innocent; his rfper age 
Marked with some act of (Coodness every day; 

And watched by eyes that loved him, calm and sage, 
Faded his last declining years away. 

Cheerful he gave his being up, and went 
To share the holy rest that waita a life well spent. 

"That life was happy; every day he gave 
Thanks for the fair existence that was hie; 

For a sick fancy made him not her slave, 
To mock him with her phantom miseries. 

No chronic tortures racked his aged limb, 
For luxury and sloth had nourished none for him. 

"And I am glad that he has lived thualong, 
And glad that be has gone to his reward; 

Nor can I deem that nature did him wrong, 
Softly to disengage the vital cord. 

For when his hand grew palaied, and his ey• 
Dark with the mists of age, it waa his time to die.'' 
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BON. DANIEL F. MILLER, SR. 

BY BOll. O. F . DAVIS, 

Daniel F . Miller, Sr. was born October 14, 1814, on a farm on the north 
bank of \he Potomao rinr, eight miles from Cumberland, in the state of 
Maryland. Bia parents were farmers. About 1816 they sold their farm in 
Maryland, and removed to a farm in Wayne county, Ohio, where the sub­
ject of \his sketch received the drat rudiments of hia education. The com­
mon school system was not then in vogue in Ohio, but through the favor of 
his parents, Mr. Miller received at private schools a fair English eduation, 
and himself taught a private school in Ohio from the age of 15 unt.il be was 
16 years old, for which he was liberally rewarded. Having concluded to 
study law and thinking Pittsburg, Penn., offered better opportunties for 
\bat end, in December, 1830 be left Ohio and went to Pittsburg, and was 
\here engaged two years as clerk in a store, improving himself in English 
literature in all the spare momenta from his businesa. While in Pittsburg 
he spent several mohths in the study of English grammar under the private 
tuition of N. R. Smith of that city, a noted grammarian and author of 
seTeral popular school-books of that day. 

Mr. Miller taught private schools in Pittsburg and neighborhood for 
about three years for which he was well remunerated, and which enabled 
him to acquire his legal education. On the 15th of October, 1835, he com­
menced the study of law, with the then eminent law 1lrm of Livlngaton 
& Mabon in Pittsburg, and in four years and two months \hereafter 
applied for admission to the bar, and was duly admitted as an attorney and 
counsellor at law at the Plttsburg bar. While he was a student his pre­
ceptors gave him their practice before justices of the peace, and referees, 
which was very considerable. He could have been admitted, according to 
\he law of Pennsylvania, aftertwo years' study, but he preferred to double 
the time, so tha\ he might come to the bar with better opportunities than 
a shorter period of study would allow. In the spring of 1839 he came by 
steamboa\ down the Ohio, and up the Mississippi river to Iowa, and on 
April 15, 1839, drat \ouched Iowa soil where Keokuk now stands. There 
were then three or four cabins in among the brush and woods near the 
riTer on the plat where the present city of Keokuk now is, and V. Vanora­
dall had a cabin, and several acres of land in cultivation, about one-fourth 
mile from the river. Proceeding on his journey by boat be landed the 
same day at Fort Madison, and being pleased with the village as it then 
was, and the surrounding country, he made it his home, and stuck out hia 
law shingle.· At '\bat time, ·all \here was of Iowa soil which belonged to 
the United States, was a strip of land on the west bank of the Mississippi 
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river, about S.fty mllea in width and e:rlendiug from the north line of the 
atate of Miaaourl, to near the latitude of Dubuque. 

All the remaiuder of the present state of Iowa waa then owned and 
·OCCupied by Indiana, and the white population at that time did not exceed 
35,000. Mr. Miller was married on the 1lnt day of June, 18U, to Mia 
Rebecca P. Phillips, at Pittsburg, Penn. He has been in almost constant 
law practice from the day he landed in Iowa, in the apring of 1839, to the 
22d day of February, 1882. He moved from Ft. Madison to Keokuk in 1859. 
He was a member of the Iowa legialature in 1840, which occupied 75 days 
of his time, aod was mayor of Ft. Madison in 1858, and in 1873, waa elected 
mayor of Keokuk, but the duties of these o11lcea did not interfere with his 
Ia w practice. 

His close attention to buaineaa and his free and easy manners won for 
him from the early settlers hosts of .friends, and he aoon had a good practice. 
There were many eminent lawyers practicing at the Ft. Madison bar at 
that time, among whom were Alfred Rich, Cyrua Walker, Blannerhaaaett, 
J . C. Hall, Ried and Johnstone, and others, yet Mr. Miller was equal to the 
occasion, and held his position aa peer with them all. 

He continued the practice of the law without interruption, except to 
aerve one term in the lower branch of the territoriallegislaiure, to which 
he was elected from Lee county, although at that time there was a major· 
·tty in the county against his (whig) party. In 1848 he was nominated by 
the whig party as their candidate for congreaa in the Firat congreaaional 
district. The canvaaa was a tedious one as there were but two congres· 
-aional districts in the state, being about equally di'rided north and south, 
and extendiug from the Miaaiaaippi to the Missouri rivera. Candidates for 
eongreaalonal honors had to travel over one-half ol the state to talk to 
lheir constituents. Mr. Miller was fairly eleoted, but by the manipulation, 
or rather the stealing and concealing the vote of a whole precinct, that ·of 
Kanea'rille (now Council Blu1fa), his opponent, William Thompson, receivqd 
the certificate and boldly went on to Waabiugton and took his seat. But 
\he avenger was after him. Mr. Mlller gave notice of a contest of his right 
to the aeat, and after much time and labor succeeded in-not getting bia 
·seat-but a reaolutionodeclaring that a vacancy existed in the l'irat oongrea­
aional district of · Iowa. 

Mr.Mlller came bomefrom Washington, waaimmedlatelyre·nominated, 
·and elected over his opponent by a very large and S.attering majority. Thne 
vindicated be took his seat in congreaa in December, 1850, from which be 
retired March 4, 1951. Since that time be baa been devoted to his profes· 
•ion, not, however, losing his interest in the politics of the country. Afk!r 
the c.rganization of the republican party, and the contest of 1856, reaultiug 
in the election of James Buchanan to the presidency, as against John Bell, 
whig, and J. C. Fremont, republican, Mr. Miller ~rradually drifted iuto the 
•democratic ranks, and though seldom beiug a candidate for, or seeking an 
·,ofllce at their hands, baa ever, by his sagacity and eloquence, .oeen a tower 
·of strength to the party in all the political campaigns to this time. In the 
·practice of the law he baa been aaaociated as partner with Bon. George B. 
Williams, Bon. J . M. Beck, Bon George W.MoCreary and othere. Mr. 
Miller, aa an advocate. is bold, energetic and forcible; presenting his cue 
·either to the court or jury with great olearneaa of conception and vigor of 
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JUDGE REUBEN NOBLE (Deceased), 
First President Pioneer Lawmakers' Asaocia.tion. 
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~ought, apeakiDg wUh great rapidity, earneatneu and feeling. Hia great­
ea$ forte aa a lawyer couista in a diligent and thorough preparation of hia 
cues before briDging them to trial, and the ekUlfulneas in seizing upon the 
instant every weak and unrroarded point of bia adversary, and turning it 
to his own advantage and profit. His brother lawyers denominate him the 
"Nestor of the bar." 

In personal appearance be ia about al% feet in height, well formed, dig· 
ni8ed and gentlemanly in manners, and agreeable in conversation, carefal 
in dress, a heavy bead of gray hair, standing almost straight up, reminds 
one of the portrait of Andrew Jackson, which Mr. MUler baa always kept 
hanging in bia law oftlce. Hla appearance in the court room brings to 
memory the lawyers and statesmen of the time of Clay and Webster. He 
ranks aa onji' of the arat lawyers at the bar, and one of the ablest men of 
the state. 

:Mr. Miller baa been the author of numerous eaaaya, and lectures, written 
at his leisure momenta, during hia long professional career. 

Be wrote and publ.isbed a work on mental philosophy while a student 
at Pittsburg, and in 18'7 wrote a work on rhetoric from the standpoint of 
a la...,.yer, which baa since been copyrighted and published by the publiah· 
ing house of MUla & Co., of Des Moines, Iowa, and which baa received favor 
from many eminent judges and literary men. Mr. MUler baa never been 
connected with any church or organization, yet was a firm believer in a God. 
and a future life. 

Mr. Miller died in Omaha a~ the home of his daughter, DJ•mber 10, 1895. 

JUDGE REUBEN NOBLE 

BY OOL. ALONZO .A.BBBNBTBY. 

There are men whose lives stand out in bold relief among their fellows. 
As one tall tree towers abova all otbera of the forest, they lift their beads 
far above those who surround them ~uch men leave a lasting impreBBion 
upon all with whom they associate. Their intluence is never negative, 
always positive. They "stamp improvement on the wings of time." They 
are not content to travel in the old ruts, but seek for better paths in wbiob 
to journey. They are ambitious, but their ambition ia not ephemeral; 
rather the result of mature reason. Such a character was Reuben Noble. 

His father, Henry Noble, was born in Maryland, October, 1772, and was 
of English parentage. When 23 years of age he removed to the state of 
:MiasiBBippi, where, iu 1799 be married Mary Swazy, a native of that state, 
and of Irish descent. Henry Noble was a well informed man, and kept 
close watch of the stirring events of his time. He was a regular reader of 
"Niles' Register," a very ably edited periodical published at Baltimore, 
:Md. He waa the father of twelve children, of whom Reuben. was the last 
one living. Henry Noble, on account of his anti-slavery sentiments, 
removed to Jersey county, Ill., when our subject was 12 years of a.re. He 
died there at the advanced age of 79 years. 
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Reuben was born near Natchez, Miss., April 14, 1821. In those early 
days educational advantagea were very limited, and be attended school but 
three months after be was 12 years of age. He worked on his father's farm 
until he was 18 years old, when be decided to make the law his profession. 
He was admitted to the bar at 21. In 18f2 be came to Fair Play, Wis., 
where he began practicing his profession, aud, spending the winter at Lao­
caster, the county seat of Grant county, be removed in October, 1843, to 
Garnavillo, Clayton county. Iowa. On the 19th of June, 18U, be waa mar­
ried to Harriet C. Douglass, of Jersey county, Ill. He continued the 
practice of law at Garnavillo untill857, when he removed to McGregor, 
which continued to be his home until his death, which occurred August 
8,1896. 

He was, first of all, a lawyer, and bent to the mastery of bia c~oaen pro­
feasion with untiring devotion.· For this profession be was peculiarly 
adapted, both by nature and training. He applied himself to the law with 
such enerll'Y and perseverance that be soon came to be recognized as one 
of the foremoat lawyers of northeastern Iowa, and was consulted and 
retained by a numerous clientage over a large territory. In the practice 
of his profession be bad a distinct individuality. When be grappled with 
the intricacies of a knotty legal question be went at it with full confidence 
and self-reliance. Of a rugged constitution, he shrank from no task bow­
ever dUBcult, and applied himself to unravel the myatery with conddence, 
and a full determination to become perfect master of the case in hand. It 
should be aaid, however, that be seemed to ~ave adopted one of Black­
stone's principles of law, as his guide, viz., that "Man should live honestly, 
should burt nobody, and render to every one his just dues." This was the 
rule of his life. Did he 1lnd upon thorough investigation of a cause that 
there was no need of a lawsuit that might make life-long enemies and pile 
up coats to no purpose, he at once addressed bimaelf to bring about a 
compromise. 

His prominence aa a lawyer aoon brought him into aetive political life. 
The whig party came into power in the state in 1854, and upon the free­
soU ticket Mr. Noble was elected a member of the general assembly from 
Clayton county, and was chosen apeaker of the house for the regular aea­
aion, and alao for the eztra session, held in 1856 In this important and 
trying poaition be performed the duties of a preaidiu.g ofBeer in an impar­
tial manner, and won the respect and conddence ef hla colleagues, as well 
as of the people of the state. It must be remembered that these were tryinr 
times. Muttering& of discontent and even disunion were beard on all 
aides. Events were then shaping themselves for the bloody war that came 
upon the nation 1lve years later. Amid these murmuringa of discon­
tent, and when the black cloud of war hovered over the nation like a pall, 
hie voice waa raised in defense of the union and in oppoaition to seeeaaion 
and rebellion. He bated and abhorred war, but he would not conaent to 
peace purchased at the coat of honor. Hence he waa found in the front 
rank of those whose voices were raised in opposition to the encroachment. 
of slavery upon the people of the north. He believed in the union, and 
would not consent to a disaolntion. His positive views on this burning issue 
made him a delegate to the national republican convention at Chicago, 
which nominated Lincoln in 1860. Of thia honor be always felt a just 
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pride. All through the dark days of the rebellion he clung to his faith in 
the cause of union against seceasion, and when the southern confederacy 
went down with the surrender at Appomattox no man rejoiced more heart· 
ily. The attempted impeachment of Johnson, and the period of recon· 
strnction wrought in him a change, and caused him to unite with the 
democratic party, with which party he aftUiated to the close of his life. 

In 1874 he was elected judge of the Tenth (now Thirteenth) judicial dis· 
trict, and was re-elected in 1878, but resigned before the end of his term. 
On the bench his abilities as a lawyer were most apparent. He proved 
himself not only a strictly impartial judge, but careful and painstaking in 
all his judicial work. His long years of close application and constant toil 
prepared him for this field of high usefulneBB, and he shrank from no labor 
or responsibility incident to its duties. He won the respect and confidence 
of the bar, and of all with whom he came in contact. He was twice nomi· 
nated for supreme judge, declining the first, and to the second he paid no 
attention whatever. That he loved his profession is evidenced by the fact 
that be never missed a aeBSion of court in his county during his entire resi­
dence in Iowa. 

His home life was in all respects an ideal one. Coming to Iowa when 
settlers were few, the spontaneous, generous hospitality of the early pio· 
neers became the rule of his every-day life. At his home the "latch· 
string" was always out. He welcomed his friends with that cordial greet· 
ing which made them perfectly at home. 

Three sons grew to manhood, two of whom have become leading law· 
yers in their states, while the other became a first-clasa locomotive engi­
neer. He was also bleBSed with two highly cultured daughters, who, 
with the three sons and an adopted daughter, who was devotedly attached 
to him, composed a family of children of whom any father would be justly 
proud. 

The following beautiful tribute to Judge Noble's lofty character is from 
his fellow-townsman, Congreasman Thomas Updegraff, who has known 
him intimately for more than thirty years: 

" Mr. Noble really was a great man, and a great lawyer. He was a 
born leader of men. He was eaaily the leader of the bar in northeastern 
Iowa from 1850 until two or three years before his death, when his facul• 
tiea began to fail him. He was a peace-maker by nature, and the greatest. 
settler and compromiser of disputes whom I ever knew, and to a very larl'e 
extent he Infused the same spirit into the bar in northeastern Iowa. 

"About 1858, he was well off in this world's goods, for those times. He 
became involved with some others in a large land purchase; the land 
depreciated, and left the purchasers very largely in debt. For thirty years 
from that time he devoted every dollar he could spare from a frugal living, 
until every dollar of that clebt waa paid. I have never known in all my 
life such a sacri6ce to be made to free one from debt." 

Judge Noble never miased a seasion of this aBBOClation since its organi· 
zation twelve years ago. At its laat meeting he was honored with an 
invitation to addreas the house of representatives then in aeasion, and at 
the previous meeting, served in a like position in the senate. 

One year ago upon the assembly of the legislature in extra seasion a 
committee was appointed by the speaker of the house to draft and report 
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for adoption resolutions ezpreuive of the aeDee of public lose sustained in 
. his deeth, which were unanimously adopted. 

Comrades! What ama"ellouslife waa that of our brother. Noble waa 
hia name; noble waa hia life. Rare in hiainaightinto human nature; hoapi· 
table and large hearted in spirit; of generoua intellectual endowment; and 
of indomitable energy. We shall miu him from our midst; we shall see 
his face no more; but we shall never forget him, nor the genial and inspir· 
ing power of his presence and companionship. 

SAMUEL MURDOCK. 

BY COL. A.. A.BBBNBTBY , 

As the shades of night began to gather at 5 o'clock Tueaday evening, 
January 27, 1897, the light of life departed from Clayton county's grand old 
man, Hon. Samuel Murdock. On Sunday, November 1st, while at North 
Beuna Vista, where he had gone to make a political addreBB, Mr Murclock 
waa stricken with paralysis. He came home the next day, but being in 
his 80th year, there had been a constant wearing out, until the darkness of 
death closed in upon the eyes of one of the brightest brains of Clayton 
county. 

For more than half a century Mr. Murdock has been a conspicuou'J per­
sonage in Iowa, aa the drat lawyer of Clayton county, the drat judge of 
the Tenth judicial district, and as one of the few su"ivors of the territorial 
legislature of Iowa. 

His parents were of Scotch ancestry, but were born in County Armagh, 
Ireland. They emigrated to America in 1812, settling near Pittsburg, Pa. 
Here, near the scene of Braddock's defeat, waa born the subj3ct of this 
sketch, March 13, 1817. Ten years later the family moved to Clevaland, 
Ohio, and located on a little farm. Here it waa that the boy grew to maD· 
hpod, receiving such education as the common schools of that day a:l!orded, 
although later he attended a two years' term in a Cleveland academy. 
After arriving at his majJrity he taught several terms of school. 

In the fall of 1841 he left Ohio for the west, going by way of the lakes 
to Chicago and crossing the Mi88l88ippi to the small town of Davenport. 
Again he shouldered his pack, and started on foot acrou the country on 
an Indian trail for Iowa City, the future capital of Iowa, where he deter· 
mined to make his abode, and in 1842 he was admitted to the bar of John· 
son county. 

Before dually locating, young Murdock determined to visit Dubuque; 
while there he heard of the rich prairies of Clayton county, and starting 
out arrived at Jacksonville, now Garnavillo, on the 9th of AujZ'nst, 1843, and 
staked out a claim. This farm for thirty·dve years he adorned and embel· 
liahed with the 1lr, the spruce and the pine, and from their numbers and 
luxurious growth the place was called " Evergreen Farm." From the 
time he began work on this farm to last fall, Judge Murdock baa been 
with his voice, pen, and labor, di88eminating useful information on the 
subjecta of a&'riculture and horticulture. 
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In 18f5 he waa united in marriage with Miu Louisa Patch, who had 
come to the county from New York in 1837. Of the six children born to 
them, two with the aged wife survive, and were present at the last sad 
hour.. Miaa Marion ia one of the pastors of Unity church, Cleveland, Ohio, · 
and is said to be the first woman in America to receive the degree of .Bach­
elor of Divinity. The youngest daughter, Amelia, resides at home. 

Mr. Murdock was the drat lawyer who permanently settled north of 
Dubuque, and during his long residence on the farm he maintained his law 
practice. In 18f5 he was elected a member of the territorial . legialature 
from the counties of Dubuque, Delaware and Clayton, and remained in 
that . body until Iowa p&888d into a state, and while in this body was 
mainly instrnmental in securing for the state her present northern bound· 
ary. In 18f8 he was elected achool fund commissioner, which position he 
held four years. 

In 1855 he was elected the Arst district judge of the Tenth jadicial dis­
trict, which at that time included ten counties, and in several of these 
counties he held the Jlrat cour~, and through this large district he traveled 
twice each year, generally on horseback, swimming rivers and wading 
sloughs, and accompanied by a number of attorneys. 

In 1869 he was elected a member of the Thirteenth general assembly, 
in which he distinguished himself in a speech oppoeing the repeal of the 
death penalty for the crime of murder. His arpments have since been 
proven true many times over. 

'He was selected by th6 governor to fill Iowa's department of anthro­
pology at the Centennial, and he shipped to Philadelphia some of the most 
curious and wonderful specimens of prehistoric man that had ever been 
unearthed on this continent. 

On September 11,1895, Judge and Mrs. Murdockcelebratedtheirgolden 
wedding, at which many friends testified to their feelings of honor and 
respect to the venerable judge and his companion. JudgeR. Noble acted 
aa spokesman on that occasion, and expressed the wish that the honored 
bridegroom mi~rht recover from. his infirmities and be long years with his 
friends. 

He was tender hearted in the extreme, a friend of the poor, a friend of 
the children, whom he delighted to gather around him, while he held them 
entranced with delightful and instructive stories of the wonders displayed 
in the heavens or hidden in the mysterious clefts in the rocks. 

Always a successful attorney, he leaves but little of this world's goods 
behind, because of his unselfish character and propensity to give. 

His long and useful life may be fittingly summed up by using his OWD 

linea on the death of a friend: 

"You are gone, nobl~ soul, to the land of the blest, 
~ubaervient to nature's great plan, 

And one stands above you, who can aav to the rest, 
In this grave lies a good, honest man." 

The following beautif11l tribute unconsciously given by his own daugh· 
ter, gives a glimpse of his own sunny home life: "It was in my father's 
home that his worth was best known. His patience, his forbearance under 
all trials, his self-denials, his tender indalgence of his children, made him 
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the idol of his family. Every child in the Tillage knew him and loved him; 
and the small boys always knew where they could get 'show' money when 
they failed everywhere else. He would pay them for the commonest stone 
they might bring him for a geological specimen, if he knew they wanted 
to attend some new attraction. One of father's favorite poems was 'The 
Boys,' by Oliver Wendell Holmes," and the following lines from it always 
seemed applicable to him in my mind: 

'You hear that boy laughing? You think be's all fun; 
But the angels laugh, too, at the good he has done; 
The children laugh loud as they \roop at hia call, 
And the poor man that knows him laughs loudest of all. 

'Yes, we're boys, always playing with tongue or with pen; 
And I sometimes have asked, shall we ever be men? 
Shall we always be youthful, and lau~rhing and gay, 
Till the last. dear companion drops smiling away? 

'Then here's to our boyhood, its gold and its gray! 
The stars of its winter, the dews of its May! · 
And when we have done with our life-lasting toys, 
Dear Father take care of thy children, The Boys.' " 

At the time of our last reunion Judge Murdock was too feeble to make 
the trip to Des Moines. At a previous meet,ing be gave us an able paper on 
"Early Courts in Iowa." Bis last public appearap.ee was at the celeb~­
tion of our Iowa Semi-Centennial at Burlington, October, 1896, where he 
was an honored guest and principal speaker o~ pioneer's day. 

"And when the sun in all his state, 
illumed the eastern skies; 

He pa88ed through Glory's morning gate, 
And walked in Paradise." 

JUDGE ISAAC PENDLETON. 

BY GOV. C. C. CARPBRTBB. 

Isaac Pendleton, of the claBB of 1854 of Union college, was born in Nor­
wich, Chenango county, N. Y., on April 3, 1833. 

Dis ancestors were English, with some admuture of Scotch, and were 
participants in the revolutionary war. Hia father's name was Peleg Pendle­
ton,and his mother's maiden name was Lucy Ann Babcock. 

He prepared for college at Oxford academy, O:dord, N. Y., John 
Abbott principal, a graduate of Union, and in 1851 entered the aecond term 
of the sophomore class, conditioned in Latin, Greek, and geometry. After 
grad11atioa he commenced the study of law with Henry Van Der Lyn (a 
graduate of Union) at Oxford, N.Y., but his health failing he returned to 
his boyhood and father's occupation-farming. He subsequently •entered 
the o1Boe of Comstock & Newcomb, Syracuse, N.Y., the former a graduate 
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of Union and judge of the New York court of appeals, where be completed 
hie studies and was admitted to the bar. 

After some delays, caused by ill health, be started west, stopping at 
Cleveland, Ohio, during the winter of 1857-8, and dnally in the summer of 
1858 reached Sioux City, Iowa, where be ever afterward resided and carried 
on the practice of law. When be cros!ed the Miesissippi be had but 810 in 
money. 

On February 1, 1872, be was married to Miss Maggie McDonald, of Sioux 
City, Iowa, by whom he had three children, all of whom are now living. 

He took the initiative in the formation of the republican party in his 
native county (Chenango), drawing up and having published the :first call 
for same, and attending as a delegate the drat state republican convention 
and the :first county and judicial republican conventions of his section. 

In 185~ be was nominated by the republicans aa a candidate for repre· 
sentative in the general aBBembly of Iowa, and altbou~h the district, com· 
posed of four counties, was then largely democratic, was beaten only by a 
small majority (35) by Patrick Robb, hie democratic opponent, also a grad· 
uate of Union. 

At the next election, 1861, be was re-nominated for the same office and 
elected by a majority, lacking only three votes of being two to one, as a 
republican and union candidate against Captain Morton, subsequently 
colonel of an Ohio regiment in the war of the rebellion. 

He was a member of the military committee, the most important com· 
mittee of the aeBBion, and t'eported, and was directly instrumental in fram· 
ing, the laws passed for the protection of soldiers in the service, and was 
at tbe head of the bouse ·special committee appointed at the extra se88ion, 
which, together with the senate special committee, reported the law 
enabling the soldiers of Iowa in the army to vote. 

In the fall of 1862 be waa elected jud~e of the Fourth judicial diatrict of 
Iowa, having twenty counties in the jurisdiction, which position be held 
four years, and then returned to the practice of law. 

He was a delegate to the national· republican convention held at Pbila· 
delphia Fa., which nominated Grant for his second term, and was chairman 
of tile committee on credentials, and was one of the presidential electors 
for that year for Iowa. 

The :foregoing ie a brief statement of the early career and public service 
of Judge Pendleton. What he was in character will be better understood 
by recalling something of his pera">nality aa revealed to hie friends and 
neichbon, and as typUled in hie speeches and writings. 

In the fall of 1859 the compiler of this memorial notice visited Sioux 
City, then a front1er villa&'e. One of the young men whom be met, and 
with whom he formed a pleasant acquaintance, was Isaac Pendleton. He 
was a sociable and genuine man; and one of a coterie of young, ambi­
tious and . enterprising men who bad found their way to th at new town 
and were laying the found.ations for future business and :future honors 
Mr. Pendleton probably had the advantage of most of them in education. 
His ambitions were literary and political. He was a man of dne mind, an 
eloquent p'l'blic speaker, and a good lawyer. Rev. Mr. Strickland, who 
preached the :funeral sermon of Judge Pendleton, was asked by Mr. John 
H. Charlea for a copy of Ilia diecourse. He replied that the notes from 
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whioh he spoke had been destroyed; and aaid in thia letter: " He waa a 
large hearted man whose impulaea \<>ward humanit7 were noble and led 
him to do much real kindness; poaaeaaed a big brain capable ef grasping 
and solving great problema; and a lofty soul that delighted to climb the 
mountains and look beyond." 

The writer received from Judre .Wakefield, who married a si~ter of 
Judge Pendleton, a pamphlet copy of a lecture delivered by him. It more 
than juati6ee Mr. Strickland's estimate of hie ability. It ia entitled 
"Taou9BT: ita products, progress and po~er." Bvery pajfe ia Wn•inated 
with the profound thinking of a philosopher. A few extracts taken almost 
at random from thia lecture, will illustrate the character of Judge Pendle­
ton, as an original thinker, better than anything that can be aaid of him. 

He aays: 
''Directly or indirectly, the actions and deatin7 of the vast maaeea of 

society are guided and determined by the ideas that have been promulgated 
and the infiueuce thus awakened by the thinkers of the world. 

"The coutributioDB they make "to the general stock of human knowledge 
are transmitted from generation to generation, and gradually di.t!uaed 
throughout society-and these govern the beliefs and thus control the 
action of man, although he be uuconacious of the induence · and ignorant 
of ita source. 

"The great powers of society are the &Teat thinkers; and he who wields 
or would wield the greatest indueuce is and must be the greatest thinker. 

"Like au army, mankind march over the :tielde of time under the guid­
ance of a few master minds, with their steps timed to the music of thought, 
as they advance with hesitating and slow or confident and rapid steps to 
freedom and a higher civilization. 

"Thought may be justly regarded, aleo, as humanity's great emancipator. 
"It is that which burets the prieon doors of the intellect and sets the 

captive reason free. It breaks the bonds that fetter faith and restrain 
action. It wakes men to a consciousneaa of their rights, and incites to 
efforts for obtaining them. It gives birth to the purpoeethatre'JOlvea, and 
nerves the band that strikes for freedom. It wages perpetual warfare 
against the powers of darkneBB1 wrong and oppression. It ultimately con­
quers, though sometimes doubtful, and almost alwayaloug the contest. It 
ultimately establishes the truth. 

"Once established, a right opinion can never be destroyed. 
"Government in vain puts forth its effort& to crush it. Sophists in vain 

undertake to undermine ita strength. It defies power. It laughs the sub­
tlety of the logician to scorn. It disregards enactments. It fears not 
anathemas. It bursts every barrier. It breaks through every restrictiOD. 
It poaaesses a deathless vigor, which outlives the utmost crushiuga of 
governmental tyranny, endures through the strifes of parties and the 
wasting storms of ages of confiiot. It may be repressed for a aeaeou, bat 
it cannot be subdued. 

"Like undying 6res in the mountain's center, it gathers increased 
strength by the repreaaion and at last burets forth with an aeeumalated 
force that rends the mountain-that annihilates the power that attempted 
its suppreaaiou." 

Again be says: 
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11 The aeeda of truth sown by the toiling hand of thought may not 
germ\oate u 100n u planted, nor spring up to-day, nor mature during tbia 
generation- agee e1'en, may be neceaaary for their full fruition, but yet 
the res•lt ia certaio, the banest sure-other generations shall gather the 
golden products though we do not, and re-implantiog, perpetuate their 
bene4ta forever.'' 

Again, apeakiug of the thinker: 
"He baa redeemed the untranraable moraaa to purpoaea of husbandry 

and transformed the wllderueaa into a paradiae of plenty and beauty; 
made the earth yield up ita hidden treaaurea and the aea ita gllttering 
gems; hewn bia pathways through the solid rock, and perforated the tow­
ering mounta\o; filled •P valleys, arched ravines and smoothed the rugged 
face of nature. He baa fathomed the secreta of the ocean and mapped out 
the pathways of ita current•; visited the home of the atorma· and po\oted 
out the couraea of the viewleaa winda; driven the stream to the mountain's 
top and made tbe darkueaa of the night bright aa day; applied the force of 
the torrent to purpoaea of motion, and in those hi1'ea of industry which dot 
our country over, made subjugated steam hie uni1'eraal aenant." 

And again: 
"Men, beedleaa of their limited capacities, witbefearful aelf-relianee, 

ruah upgiddyateepa of thought, where angela, indeed, mi~ht fear to tread." 
And again: 
"The cold eonaervative, wboae heart never throbbed with the generous 

warmth of ennobl\og purpoaea, may shudder at the •nttring activity of tbe 
inquiring miod, and ita daring, innovating spirit, and pious minda be 
shocked at ita supreme diaregard for institutions and customs, and ordi­
nances, which former ages ha•e pronounced holy and divine, and which are 
•enerable for their antiquity; but who that ie alive to the true and beat 
interests of hie race, doea not prefer the free, open aea of unrestrained 
thought, with ita boundleaa heavings, ita restleaa billows and ita dashing 
wane, in wboae pellucid waters the pearl of intellect abinea clear and 
bright aa the rainbow-tinted shell in the depths of ooeau, and which, 
though they keep society unquiet, yet preserve it pure,-than the stagnant 
pool of mental inactivity, in wboae motionleaa waters corruption featera 
and despotiem broods, and whoae sickly ezbalationa spread an enervating 
and deaden\og influence o1'er eociety? 

"Only through long struggles aad contentions baa man obtained the much 
or the little of tbe rights and freedom be now enjoys. 

"Not wben men are anzioua, but when they are indi:l!erent, are they moat 
in danger. It ia not the aleepleaa, but the sleepy, sentinel whom the enemy 
nrprieeL 

"Formerly the m ..... were not permitted to t~ink, or believe, or act on 
their in4i1'idual responsibility. That waa the prero~a,in of the ruling 
pol!era (prieat or potentate) alone, who aaaumed to do all the thinking for 
the maaaea, and, preaeribing their beliefs, enforced acquieaoence by the dun­
geon, the rack, the fagot and the aca:l!old." 

And bally: 
11 Determined and directed by the general interests of mankind, it aeeka 

the geaeral good of all, and ita tendencies are to enlighten, liberalize and 
el~te. Already it baa triumphed to a great eztent o1'er prejudice and 
bltotry, o•er restriction and intolerance, over ael4ah customs and ezoluai•e-

• 
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nesa, over narrow policies and laws (whose apparent local benefits were 
purchased at the price of greater general detriments), over monopoliea in 
knowledge, monopolies in government, monopolies in religion, monopolies 
in trade, and still continues eminently progresaive. 

"The principles of freedom, equality and fraternity begin to prevail, the 
narrow prejudices and petty distin ctions that have so long separated man· 
kind, to disappear, and the masaes of all climes and nations to feel the 
affinities of a common humanity. 

"These are some of the results already realized from the universal mental 
activity of the age, aroused by the induences _awakened by the thinkers of 
the present and the past. But what shall they be when the masses ahall 
attain, as they must, under these developing induencea, all the develop­
ment of which they are capable, when perfect freedom of thought shall 
exist, juster conceptions of right prevail, higher morality attained, and 
public opinion become, as in the nature of thinga it must become, when 
sufficiently enlightened, omnipotent? And the voice of power shall no 
longer come down from the palace to the people, but go up from the peo­
ple to the palace? What ken of mind or power of imagination is capable of 
compasaing or portraying the far-reaching and comprehensive results? Ia 
it too much to say that time shall !'e· when thrones shall disappear, oppres­
sion ceue, freedom prevail universally, rigb.teousnesa reign everywhere, 
and the unfulfilled prophecies of inspiration be reali.aed in the bursting 
glory of the millennia} morning? 

"The thinker, then, dies not. This worthlesa tegument may indeed moulder 
in the grave; but himself can never die. He atill acts and exists in the 

. thoughts he has left behind him, and thus will continue to live till the end 
of time. · 

·"His years may be few; for too oft the lamp that genius lights expirea 
too soon-the strained spirit breaks, or the clayey oasement crumbles 'neath 
the ceaseless workings of the undying spirit within; but then hia life is 
long-tor 'tis not measured by the transitorinesa of time, but by the eter­
nity of thought." 

DR. HENRY CLAY BULlS. 

BY COL. ALONZO ABERNETHY. 

Dr. Henry Clay Bulis, after more than forty yea1s of leadership in the 
social, political, and public life of Decorah, Iowa, pasaed "over the river" 
into the other life on the beautiful morning of September 7, 1897. He was 
born in Clinton county, N. Y., November 14,1830, and his sixty-seven ..Years 
of busy life made a record of which any man may well be proud. 

Dr. Bulls was reared on a New England farm, and surrounded by all 
the healthful and invigorating conditions, both physical and moral, inci· 
dent thereto. From 17 to 21 be occupied his time teaching and studying, 
and during the aummer months be would aasiat his father on the farm. 

Dr. Bulis bejl&D the study of medicine when he reached his majority, 
and at the same time continued to teach. Abou.t alz years were spent in 
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teaching. Be attended two regular oouraes of lectures at the Vermont 
Medical college, Woodstock, Vt., and took the degre~ of that institution in 
the summer of 1854. In addition to this be holds a degree from the Jeffer­
son Medical college of Phlladelpbia, taken in 1857, after a six months' 
course. 

October 3d, following hia graduation in 1854, Dr. Bulis came to Decorah, 
Iowa, then a village, and began the practice of medicine. For one month 
be taught school, and then resigned, and thia was the last of his duties as 
a pedagogue. His professional career has been a long and favorable one, 
and for over fort,.. years he bas practiced in the state, barring the time 
publie o1Bce required his attention, a longer period of practice than that 
of any other pbyaician in northeastern Iowa. In 1876 he was made presi­
dent of the Iowa State Medical society, the highest ho•or within the gift 
of the profeBSion, and served for one year, which is the longest service 
allowed by the custom of the organization. 

In 1865 Dr. Bulis was appointed United States examining surgeon for 
pensions, and hE> acted in that capacity until 1876, when he resigned on his 
appointmeat as a m"mber of the Sioux commiBBion. 

There are few men in the state who have bad a longer or more vaPied 
public career than Dr. Bulis. His Arst public offl.ce was that of commia­
aioner for the sale of intoxicating liquors, to which be was appointed in 
1856 by Judge Reed, and held until the otllce was abolished. The office of 
county superintendent of schools having been created, Dr. Bulis was the 
first incumbent, having been elected in April, 1858; he served two years. 
In October, 1863, h·e was elected county auperviaor, serving two years, the 
last year of which service be served as chairman of the board. In the fall 
of 1865 be was chosen by the republican party to represent Winneshiek 
county in the state senate, and at the end of a four years' term was 
re-elected by a handsome majority. 

While in the senate Dr. Bulls served as chairman of the committee on 
claima, and also aa the chairman of the State University committee. In 
the work of this latter committee he took especial pride, and was one of 
the moving spirits in founding this great inatitution, serving as regent for 

· eighteen years and then declining re-election. 
Political honors crowded on our subject thick and fast. In the middle 

of the second term in the senate (in 1871), while serving aa president pro 
tem. of that body, he was nominated and elected lieutenant-governor of the 
atate on the republican ticket. August 25, 1876, President Grant appointed 
Dr. Bulis a member of the Sioux Indian commission, created for the pur­
pose of purchasing the Black Hills of this warlike people. The consumma­
tion of a satisfactory treaty with the Sioux by this commission is one of 
the cardinal facts in the political history of the country, and, as relating 
to Dr. Bulis, may be rt>garded as the climax of a very eventful public 
career. In 1878 Dr. Bulis was appointed a special United States Indian 
agent by Presideat Grant, but resigned after nine montha' service. In 
April, 1883, he was appointed special agent of the general land office, but 
resigned at the end of eight months. The duties of these last two offices 
required almost constant traveling, and to the extreme limits of the coun­
try. He found the work too laborious, and hence resigned. In 1889 Dr. 
Bulis was prominent before the republican convention when it chose its 
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candidate for congress. After some aizty ballots he withdrew in favor of 
Hon. J. H. Sweney, who was nominated and elected. 

He served as mayor of Decorah during the years 1880-81 and 188~-90, 
resigning dulng his last term to accept the poetmaatership, which he held 
for four years. During his term aa postmaster he organized the free 
·delivery system, and secured the extension of the railway postal service 
from Calmar to Decorah. 

Dr. Bulis was a member of the Iowa State Historical Society, and served 
as curator for several years. 

No one baa more earnestly desired the advancement of Decorah's inter­
eats than the subject of this notice. In 1869, while a member of the state 
senate, he worked unceasingly for the acquirement of the Chicago, Mil­
waukee & St. Paul railroad for Decorah, and his services were such as a 
man of small ability could. not have rendered. The same is true of the 
Chicago, Decorah & Minnesota Railroad company, of which be served as 
president in 1883, and which built the Decorah extension of the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern railroad, and is now operated by that company. 

Dr. Bulla married Mlss Laura A. Adams of Champlain, N. Y., Septem­
qer 11, 1854. Their children are, William, wh'o died in infancy; Frank 
Hamilton, who ls married and lives in Kansas City, Kan,; Ada Amanda, 
who resides at home with her father. She is a graduate of the Iowa Col­
lege of Grinnell, and is a teacher by profeuion. Mrs. Bulis died in ·1861. 
He married June 17, 1863, MiSB Harriette S. Adams, a sister of the 1lrst 
wife. 

As will be seen by the above, Dr. Bulis early &BBumed an active and 
prominent part in local and state affairs, and that he baa been a faithful 
public servant is vouched for by the fact that he held offlce with but few 
intermiSBions from his twenty-8.fth to his sizty-aixtb year. It is not given 
to many men to participate in the public affaire of two generations. 

After completing his term as postmaster, Dr. Bulls retired from pub1ic 
life, and, though enfeebled in health, continued the prac~ice of medicine 
among those to whom he had been so long the favorite family physician, 
•ntil within the last four weeks of the last great change. 

Lieut.-Gov. Henry Clay Bulls was an honest, faithful and useful public 
servant, a public-spirited citizen, and an honored representative of his 
noble profeasion. 

"God's 8.nger touched him, and he alep~." 
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BON. NATHANIEL ANSON MERRELL. 

BY BON. SAMUEL M'NUTT. 

Bon. Nathaniel A. Merrell, the subject of this brief sketch, for forty 
years a resident of De Witt, Clinton county, waa born in the village of 
Copenhagen, Lewis county, N. Y., June 26, 1829. Ria early boyhood was 
apent on the farm, and from the age of 16 to 22, his years were passed 
between farm work, teaching school, and attending school. He then began 
to study law with an elder brother, Eliada B. Merrell, who was a judge of 
Lewis county. His parents, Seth and Mabel Sanford Merrell, were from 
Connecticut His paternal grandfather was a soldier in the American 
army in the war of the revolution, and his father was a soldier in our 
second wat> with England. Thoa you see he was of good patriotic 
ancestors. 

In July, 1855, when 26 years of age, he was admitted to the bar in 
Watertown, N. Y., and in the apriA~)r of the next year he came to De Witt, 
Clinton county, which. continued to be his home in Iowa. Here he built . 
up a good reputation as an attorney, his profesiional c:ueer being one of 
marked success. He was a ihent speaker, and in any reasonably joat 
cause was strong and persuasive before a jory, and always a reliable 
counsellor. 

Mr. Merrell went into the U a ion army in the fall of 1862, as captain of 
Company D, 26th regiment low.t. volonteera, and in the battle of Arkansas 
Post he was severely wounded J.t.uua.ry 11, 1863. That regiment went into 
the engagement with 447 men and lost in killed and wounded 113 mfln, 
being over 25 per cent of the whole number in the field. Captain Merrell 
did valiant service in the Union army. His company and regim3nt were in 
the hardest. of that battle. After recovering from his wount! he resigned 
his commission April18, 18&3, and returning to De Witt resumed the prac­
tice of the law, and succeeded in boilding up a large and lucrative practice. 

His neighbors who knew him best esteemed him highly as is shown, 
from the fact that he was two years mayor of De Witt, and was elected a 
member of .the Iowa boose of representatives of the Fourteenth general 
aaaembly, and a member of the senate during the fifteenth, sixteenth, 
seventeenth and eighte6nth sessions. He soon became a leader in both 
branches of the general assembly in which he served, wielding as much 
in:duence as any member of hi" party. He was elected as a democrat and 
was the acknowled leader of his party during his legislative terms. Some 
years ago he was a very prominent candid'l.te before the democratic con­
vention for governor, but failed to be nominated because of the belief pre­
vailing in his party that a farmer candidate was, at that time, the moat 
desirable. 

9 
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At the November, 1895, election, Captain Merrell was again elected 
representative to the general assembly for Clinton county, being the candi· 
date on the democratic ticket, and at the regular session held in 1896 he was 
one of the most active and laborious members. But toward the close of 
this year his health gave way, and on the last day of the year, viz., December 
31, 1896, Captain Merrell died, aged 67 years, 6 months and 5 days. 

Mr. Merrell wa8 married at Lordville, N.Y., July 17, 1855, to Mrs. Mary 
A. Moman Merrell, the widow of his brother. Two children, Mrs. Will 
Lee and Miss Emma, and a sister, Mrs Robb, were his immediate relatives 
at the time of his death. 

In person be was of commanding presence. Be had grey eyes, a ruddy 
complexion, stood perfectly erect, was six feet in height, and weighed 
about 250 pounds. 

Much of the foregoing sketch was furnished by Bon. E. H. Thayer, 
editor of the Clinton Age, and the following mention of Captain Merrell, 
is in Judge Thayer's words, "No prominent man in Iowa politics was 
ever more popular with the masses. Be was one of those big-hearted men 
whom everybody loved and respected. To his friends be was as true as 
the needle to the pole. A good man, a noble man, broad-gauged and great, 
he has gone to enjoy the reward which such men are promised in the 
''book of books." 

.. CAPTAIN ISAAC W. GRIFFITH. 

BY BON. ISAAC BRANDT. 

Isaac Watts Griffi.th was born in Trumbull county, Ohio, April 2, 1820. 
He wall the son of Philip Griffith and Lydia Lee Griffith. His mother was 
a daughter of Abijah Lee and a cousin of Bishop Lee His father, Philip 
Griffith, was a carpenter and joiner by trade. Be removed from Kontgom· 
ery county, New York, to Trumbull couuty, Ohio, in 1816, where both he 
and his wife spent the remainder of their days. His death occu.rred at the 
age of 58, and his wife died at the advanced age of 92 years. 

Isaac W. Griffith received his early education in the public and private 
schools of Trumbull county. After leaving the district school he attended 
the academy at Farmington, Ohio, a branch of the Western Reserve college, 
situated in Portage county. At the aile of 18 he launched out in life for 
himself, being wholly dependent upon himself. Be had no capital with 
which to begin life, but possessed energy and determination, and atep by 
step worked his way upward in life. August 30, 1838, he left Farmington 
and made an engagement with Mr. Grosleck, who contracted for his services 
for one year. Be drove a team to Fort Madison, Iowa, then known as the 
Black Hawk purchase, after which he cultivated a farm until the time of 
his service had expired. Then he rented the same land and engaged in 
business for himself. When he had gathered his crop he went to West 
Point, Lee county, and worked at the carpenter's trade. 

In September, 1840, he was united in marriage with Miss Eales Brand, 
a young lady living in Weat Point, Lee county, but a native of Morgantown, 
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Va., the ceremony being performed by Parson Aaa Turner, of Denmark, 
Iowa. She was the daughter of Samuel Brand and Mara-aret Gilbert Brand, 
both of whom were the descendants of the flrat families of Virginia. 

In 1839, during the troubles concerning the boundary line between Iowa 
and Missouri, Isaac W. Gri8lth was sent to the disputt'ld territory, where it 
was feared blood would be abed. The questions in controveny were set­
tled, however, by the supreme court of the United States, and he returned 
home. Shortly afterward he was appointed lieutenant of the state militia 
by Governor Lucas, and in 1843 wsa commissioned captain by Governor 
Chambers. In 1846 be volunteered under the flrst call for troops for the 
Mexican war, but was unable to get into the army. Later a regiment was 
organized comprising six Ohio companies, two companies from Michia-an, 
one from Wisconsin and one from Iowa, known as the Fifteenth United 
States Infantry. Captain Gri8lth was a sergeant in Company K, which 
formed a part of the regiment. In 1847 his regiment was ordered to Mexico 
to join the forces under General 8cott at Vera Cruz. They reported July 
10, 1847, and were engaged in a number ol battles and skirmishes, in one of 
which, at Cberubuaco, Sergeant GriBlth was wounded, a ball striking him 
just above the elbow of the right arm. The wound proved to be a very 
serious one, and his arm was amputated. Be remained with his regiment 
until October 27, 1847, when he was discharged from tile service and he 
returned to his home in Lee county The papers had reported that he 
had been killed and his return home was a glad surprise to his young 
wife. He was elected a member of the house of representatives in 1848, 
it being the Second general aaseqtbly Be discharged the duty of that 
honorable position with eminent ability and to the satisfaction of his con­
stituents At the expiration of the session he was appointed deputy aherU! 
of Lee county In 1850 he was appointed on the police force in the city of 
Washington, D. C, where he continued to serve for a year after the elec­
tion of James Buchanan in1856. His family remained in Washington until 
1858, when he was appointed register of the United States land omoe, which 
he continued to hold until July 1, 1861. During the exciting times attending 
the breakina- out of the rebellion, he was appointed on a committee to 
attend to the war expenses and other matters. In the fall of 1861 be was 
elected aheri:l! of Polk county and entered upon the discharge of the duties 
of sheri:!! January 1, 1862. He served out his full term with great credit to 
himself and friends. In January, 1864, he was appointed deputy United 
States marshal for the western district of Tennessee, which position he held 
until 1868, when he and his family again returned to Des Moines. The suc­
ceeding six years of his life were spent in charge of a toll bridge and dif­
ferent enterprises with which he earned ali velihood for himself and family. 

Isaac W. Gri8lth died in Des Moines, Iowa, January 6, 1897, aged 76 
years, 9 months and 4 days. Isaac W. Gri8lth was a man of genial man. 
ners, strong and vigorous in stature, and of marked personality. His honest 
and frank expresaion commanded the respect of all persons who made his 
acquaintance. He was everybody's friend. He seemed to know just what 
to do to make his friends happy. Be never spoke evil words about any 
person. His object in life was to do good and make the world better. Bia 
love of country was unbounded. Be willingly embraced the flrst opportu­
nity to giTe his services to his country in the Mexican war, and gave his 
strong right arm at the battle of Chernbuaco. His military record is an 
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honor to his descendants and our state. He was one of Iowa's earliest leg· 
isla tors, and the impress of his thoughtful mind is part of the records of our 
state. He introduced the drat bill to ext>mpt the homestt'ad from execu­
tion. As . an officer he was painstaking and obliging, discharging every 
duty faithfully. He lived to a ripe old age, loved and respected by every 
one. His married lif,. was a perfect one, raised a family of intelligent boys 
and girls, lived to have his golden wedding attended by his children and 
grandchildren, with hur1dreds of his friends and neighbors. His life was a 
model for future gent-rati<~ns. His fuberal was a military one, conducted 
l>y his comrades of the Mexican war and the Grand Army post of Des 
Moines. Part of a dlg that he marcht'd under during the Mexican war was 
placed upon his coffin wht>n lowered in his grave, by Judge Josiah Given, 
a Mexican soldier. His r.-mains rest in Woodland cemetery. 

GENERAL WILLIAM THOMPSON. 

BY JUDGE P. M. CASADY. 

Gen. William Thompson was born at Manalen, Fayette county, Pa , 
November 10, 1813, and died at Tacoma, Wash., October 6, 1897 at the age 
of 84 years: His family removed to Mt. Vernon, Ohio, in 1817. He was 
admitted to the bar in the f<~.ll of 1838. He, soon after his admission to the 
bar, came to Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. In 1843 he be..:ame a member of the 
territorial legislature. He served a number of terms as chief clerk of the 
house of representatives and also as clerk of the constitutional convention 
in 1846. 

His drat service in the territory of Iowa was aslieutenantof the militia, 
was adjutant of General Brazelton's brigade, and served in that capacity in 
the boundary line war between Iowa and Missouri. 

His last service was in the rebellion, as captain, colonel and brevet­
general of volunteers, and as captain in the Seventh United States cavalry. 
His first service and his last pub.ic service was in the military. He was 
elt•cted and served in the Thirtieth congress of the United States and was 
re-elected to the Thirty first congress. Be performed all the duties of the 
number of civil and mi· itary offices which had been entrusted to his care from 
the lieutenantshipof the militia and the mal'oralty of the new town of Mt. 
Pleasant, with fidelity. The promotions show that his duties in the 
volunteers and regular army service were of the highest order for bravery 
and capacity. 

I am indebted to the military order of the Loyal Lt>gion of the United 
States, for his early history but from 1846 until his passing away I have 
bet>n familiar with his public career. Re attended our first Pioneer Law· 
makers' Association and was entertaint>d by his old friend, Robert L. 
Tidrich. There nt>ver was a whisper against him for crookedness or 
unfaithfulness or neglect of duty, always reliable and strictly honeat. 
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BON. JAMES D. BOURNE. 

BY CAPT. B. D. BADLEY. 

Bon. James D. Bourne was born on Cedar Ri.,er, Prince William county, 
Va., January 27, 1811, his parents, William and Elizabeth Chesley Bourne, 
belonging to prominent Maryland families, having remo.,ed from Calvert 
county, Md., several years prior to his birth. 

In 1812 tbe family toiled acroBB the mountains to Wheeling, floated on 
a flatboat down the Ohio river to Louisville, Ky., and settled in Spencer 
county, near Taylorsville. 

In 1824 they voyaged by keel·boat down the Ohio river and up the 
MissiBBippi io Hannibal, Mo., from which place, the following year, the7 
removed to La Grange, Lewis county, Mo., where the father of the sub­
ject of this sketch followed farming until his death in 1846. 

The pioneer life of James D. Rmrne began in infancy in the frontier 
log house and did not end until middle life. Never living, in his boyhood, 
within reach of free schools, his opportunities for education were meager. 

In Kentucky, while a lad not yet in his teens, he walked four miles to 
attend a subscription school, and in Missouri he went three months to one 
ten miles away. 

Leaving the parental roof in 1832, at the age of 21, he engaged in lead 
mining near Galena, Ill. In January, 1833 be was at Potosi, Grant county, 
Wis., in the same business, and, in conjunction with his brother Robert, 
erected the first log furnace at Potosi for smelting ore. 

In May, 1833, he removed to Dubuque, again dJgging for lead ore, and 
from this year dates his residence in Iowa. 

In 1836 he removed to a place on the banks of the Wapsipinicon river, 
now a part of Clinton county, in the southwest corner of Eden township, 
and erected a log cabin where he lived alone, except for the companionship 
of his four dogs and his gun, his only property, he being an accomplished 
hunter and woodsman, furnishing his table for several years with the 
spoils of the chase, his favorite game being deer. 

In 1837 he waa appointed postmaster at Wapsipinicon, on the mail route 
following the trail betweep Davenport and Dubuque. 

In 1840 he removed to the incipient county l!e&t, De Witt, and in 1841, 
erected a frame houae in which he lived ever after and died, it being the 
oldest frame house in the county and now occupied by his son. He 
entered the land for the town site at the U. S. land offl.ce at Dubuque. 

Mr. Bourne was thE' flrstsheri:ff of Clinton county, having been appointed 
by Governor Dodge, in 1840, and serving eight years, and as such sheriff 
organized the county. 
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As deputy United States marshal he took the census of Clinton count7 
in 18f0, and again in 1850, returning 841 inhabitants at the former date 
and 21822 at the latter, and received flattering compliments for the ezcel· 
lence of his work from the authorities above him. 

In August, 18f8, he was elected a member of the Second general assem· 
bly as a whig, and affiliated with that party until ita death, and maintained 
his allegiance to ita principles afterward, but V·~ted with the democracy, 
not that he loved that party more but the republican party leas. 

The fidelity, efficiency, and accuracy which characterized his official 
career in Clinton county were brought to the discharge of his duties in the 
larger field of the state legislature, in which he aened on the committee 
of ways and means of the house. The constancy of his attendance upon 
the seaaiona of the house of representatives is evidenced by the journal's 
record of the votes cast upon division by roll call. In that brief session, 
which convened December f, 1848, and closed January 15, 1849, there were 
114 divisions by roll call and Mr. Bourne's vote was recorded upon 106 of 
them. Upon party measures be voted with his party, always in the minor· 
ity. Upon measures not political be voted for what be deemed to be 
the beat interests of the state. This aeasion being held in the formative 
period of Iowa's history many measures were adopted which were the 
beginnings of Iowa's institutions of to-day, among which may be men· 
tioned the homestead ezemption law and a law establishing a system of 
common schools. Mr. Bo•rne was active in securing. the pa.saage of these 
two measures of primal importance. 

The law creating the office of state printer was passed at this seaaion. 
Mr. Bourne's vote was cast against it. In the election of state printer, 
that followed, be would not endorse it with a serious vote, but voted for 
Martin Van Buren, whom he did not by any means admire. 

A contemporary in the senate, Bon. P. M. Cassady, says, that although 
he did not come into close contact with him in committee or elsewhere, 
Mr. Bourne appeared to be a bright and active member of the house, with 
a reputation for economy in public expenditures. The record shows that 
he tried earnestly to guard the treasury. 

In 1850 he was appointed United States commissioner. In 1851 be was 
elected recorder and treasurer of the county, and served two years. It is 
an historical fact that the records of Clinton county show that Mr Bourne 
retired from office a creditor of the county in the sum of 820, the amount 
overpaid by him on settlement, and which the county still retains. 

In 1862 Mr. Bourne was the candidate of the Clinton county democrats 
for clerk of the courts, but the party was in the minority and be was 
defeated by a small majority. 

In 1863 he was admitted to the bar of Clinton county by Judge Dillon, 
the suggestion coming from the judge himself, but he never practiced as 
an attorney. 

In 1842 he was married to Miss Christiana Denis, a native of Lockport, 
N.Y., who died November 23, 1890. She was a faithful and industrious 
wife and a devoted mother. There were born to them ten children, of 
whom four are now living, Mrs. Mary E. Badley and Mrs. Nannie B. France, 
of Des Moines; Mrs. Margaret V. Lambertson and Mr. R. L. Bourne, of 
DeWitt. 
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Mr. Bourne, in his active days, was a large dealer in real estate and a 
succeaafnl manager of his own busineaa and of tbe e:a.tensive interests of 
otherL His later years were peaceful and uneventful, while his mind was, 
to the last, clear and active and fllled with an intense interest in current 
events, upon which his constant reading kept him thoroughly informed. 

He was positive and outspoken iu his opinions, flrm in his convictions, 
scrupulously honest, a lover of justice and a despiser of shams. His chil· 
dren, grandchildren, and others received substantial evidence, unostenta· 
tiously given, of his tenderneaa of heart. 

He manifested great interest in meteorological matters, and kept a daily 
record of thermometrical observations, taken three times a day, which, at 
the time of his death, had been published weekly in the local paper for 
eighteen years. 

He died at DeWitt, Iowa, April 8, 1893, aged 82 years, 2 months, and 12 
days. 

ANDERSON McPHERRIN. 

Anderson McPherrin was born in Butler county, Penn., Ootober 6, 18101 

and died at the home of his son James, near KeOBllouqua, March 25, 1897, 
aged 86 years, 5 mouths and 15 days. 

He settled in Vau Buren county in 1841, and had been a continuous 
resident since. He was elected to the lower house of the legislature twice, 
flrst in 1846, and last in 1852. He was deputy sheriff under James John· 
ston, of near Utica, in 1846-8, and waa the drat superintendent of schools 
in the county in 1855. 

Mr. McPherrin was married to Minena Johnston in 1849. Four cbil· 
dren were the fruit of this union, three sons . and one daughter, all of 
whom survive him. His wife died June 7, 1887. He was a member and 
officer of the Presbyterian church for many years. Spare in form and 
careful in his habit.&, his life was prolonged to a good old age. J\ldge 
Wright said of him, "To say that he is good and honest is but simple truth 
and no faint praise.'' He was of religous stock, his father, John McPher· 
rin, being a Presbyterian minister of no mean ability, and Mr. McPI'I.errin 
himself waa exceptionally able in prayer and exhortation. One of his 
exprf!aaions during the drat part of his last sickness was, "When we are 
called to leave this world there is nothing so comforting as that imperish­
able faith that enables us to take hold of eternal life." He wasiburied by 
the side of his wife in the Miller chapel cemetery, March 26, 1897, after 
services held in the chapel by Rev. C. W. Shepherd. 
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BON. PHILO G. C. MERRILL. 

BY DB. II, A. DA8Blli:LL. 

Philo G. C. Merrill was born in Stowe, state of Vermont, in 1866. Be 
emigrated while a youth, and settled in Meriden, N. B., where be received 
a liberal common school education. In early manhood be again returned 

. to the state of Vermont and settled io Hartland, where, in the year of 
1846, he married Miss Sophia Woodward. They remained at Hartland 
until the year 1853, when they emigrated to the state of Iowa and settled at 
Palmyra, Warren county, where be engaged in the mercantile hnsineu, 
until the breaking out of the rebellion in 1861, when he aaaiated in raia· 
ing Company G., Third regiment of Iowa volunteers, and was elected and 
·commissioned drat lieutenant of said company, in which capacity be served 
his country faithfully for about two years, when he was wounded, and 
taken prisoner. After his release .from prison his health became so poor 
that he resigned and returned to his home. Lieut. P. G. C. Merrill was 
elected to the state senate in 1863 and was a member of the Tenth general 
aaaembly, serving one aeBSion, when he resigned and removed to Grinnell, 
Poweahiek county, where he resided untill890, then remond to Stillwater, 
Minn., where he remained tilll895, when he removed to Des Moines, Iowa, 
·where be died August 27, 1897. Sophia Merrill, his wife, is still living in 
the enjoyment of good health, at 509 West Fourth atreet, Des Moines, Iowa 
Born to Mr. and Mrs. Merrill three children, all boys, John H. Merrill of 
Des Moines, G. W. Merrill of Grinnell, and Dr. B. J. Merrill of Stillwater, 
Min b., who survive him, and mourn the loss of a kind and loving husband 
and father. 

SON. GEORGE W. BASSETT. 

BY RON, GJ:O. E, BOBJ:BT8, 

George Washington BaBSett, whose useful career closed at Elsinore, 
Cal., on the 6th day of February, 1896, was born of revolutionary stock, · 
but in Canada. His mother, whose father had lost an arm at the battle of 
Bennington, and was a member of congress during Washington's preai· 
dential term, although then a resident on British soil, had the blood of the 
minute men in her veins, and to consecrate her boy to the land of her 
aifectiona called him George Washington. The family later returned to 
the United Statea and moved to the west. 

The intellectual heritage of the children inclined them to studious 
habits and to eiforta for an education. The son George applied himself to 
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the cooper's trade, but while hie banda made ·barrels hie mind held to a 
&xed resolution to have a college training. There were eight children in 
hie father's family and no help could come from there. Wages were small 
in those days and it wu a great wndertaking for a boy to work hie way 
through college. There wu not muoh "fun" in such a college career. It 
was· serious buaineaa. It required a high purpose in life, and a sturdy 
character to sustain a young man through all of the aaoritlcea and discour· 
agementa which had to be met during the ,.are that such an effort was 
maintained. The resolution that will carry a boy with unwavering pur· 
pose, through year after year of such labor needs oaly to be KUided aright 
to make a noble career in ·any avenue of endeavor George W. Bauett 
entered Wabuh college, at Crawfordsville, Ind., and oompleted its course 
of study, paying hie way by hie own earnings at manual labor. It ia prob· 
able that some results of over-exertion during those years were endured by 
him in after life. The members of the faculty were interested in him and 
urged him to enter the ministry, there being a fund to assist young men 
who were preparing for that career. But the young man, although a 
devout Christian, felt no call to preach and preferred to pay his own way. 

After tlniahing hie collegiate course, Mr. Bassett determined to adopt 
the law as a profession, and as soon as he could earn the money to pay hie 
expenses, entered a law aohool at Cincinnati. After graduating there he 
came to Iowa, locating at Des Moines, where he remained some months in 
the office of Ron. John A. Kasson. Fort Dodge was considered a promis· 
ing point and in 1858 he came here to locate, bringing letters of introduc­
tion from Mr. Kauon to Ron. C. C. Carpenter and others. He formed a 
law partnership with Judge W. N. Meservey, which lasted until he enlisted 
in the army. 

Mr. Bassett's antecedents were anti-slavery and hie convictions upon 
.the subject were not only intellectually clear but rooted in his very nature. 
Hie act of enlistment may be taken as an index to his character. He had 
no taste for the camp or any of the bloody or spectacular business of war. 
He was quiet, studious, intellectual iu his tastes, and methodical, industri­
ous and thrifty in his habits. He was past 30 years old, and knew the 
value of his time. His health was so delicate that IZ'eneral surprise was 
expressed at his enlistment and few expected that he would eTer be tit 
for active duty. One sentiment alone moved him to be a soldier, and that 
sentiment was the guiding force of his life, his sense of duty. He enlisted 
in the company which was raised here in 18811 and which became Company 
A of the Eleventh Pennsylvania cavalry. G. S. Ringland was elected tlrst 
lieutenant and Mr. Basaett second lieutenant. Its service was in the army 
of the Poto:nac. Hie service as a soldier was like hisserviceinevery other 
line of effort, faithful to the utmost. He looked, and was, delicate, and 
his comrades wondered how he kept up, but they never heard a complaint, 
and he waa always ready for duty. He was wounded twice, and as a 
result was mustered out in the fall of 1862. 

Be returned to Fort Dodge and the following year, 18631 was elected 
to the state senate and served in the Tenth and ~leventh general assem­
blies. He reaumed the practice of law in Fort Dodge and continued it 
11ntll he was made agent for the Iowa Agricultural Collel'e, in· charge of 
ite endowment lands. This position he held until the lands were praeti· 
cally disposed of, about ten years ago, when be resigned. Its duties were 
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discharged with perfect efficiency and fidelity, and he held the enduring 
regard of all who were connected with the institution during his term of 
service. 

His health, impaired by over-exertion during his school days and weak­
ened by the shock of wounds and by rheumatism acquired in the army, 
compelled him at length to seek a milder cliaDate, which be found in Cali­
fornia. There occurred one of the most fortunate and happy e1'ents of 
his life, his marriage to Miss Florence Requa, seven years ago. A daugh­
ter was born to them, now Jive years old, and it is comfort and joy to all 
who knew the gentle heart of the man and his unselfish life, out of which 
dowed kindness and goodness and bleuings and ser1'ice from boyhood to 
e1'entide, that his life was thus enriched and that his heart knew the love 
of his own child. 

Mr. Bauett spent nearly all the years of hia active business career in 
Fort Dodge, and none can so well appreciate his character as the old resi­
dents of this place. Among them, and indeed, among all who knew him, 
there is no variation in judgment. A thought of his life is an inspiration 
to good deeds. As student, as soldier, u public otBcial, as business man, 
no induence that was not wholesome and beneficial ever came from him· 
His integrity knew no temptations. His conduct and career were not 
guided by consideration& of passing interest or policy, but by principle& of 
life to which he was true without calculation or debate. He did what he 
conceived to be right, and to be his duty, without suggestion, without com­
plaint, without remark, without a thought of sympathy or reward. He 
was loyal to noble ideals-perhaps it would be truer to "~Y a noble idetJl, for 
he acknowledged one only. But his high conceptions of life, or character, 
and of duty, wherever obtained, stood over him, and led him, and ennobled 
his work, as he chopped the wood, and made the barrels, that paid his way 
through college, as he stood on picket in the Virginia billa, and in every­
day business of life. He stro1'e to make the most he could of himself, and 
although he lost much of time and energy by reason of Ul health, he never 
lost any time, or strength, or money, by evil habits or associations. He 
was not impetuous, but he was resolute. He waa not "enterprising,'' and 
"public spirited" in the sense those terms are sometimes used to describe 
a disposition to go into new projects readily, but when the future of Fort 
Dodge seemed to be threatened by a railroad project, he was one of the 
most acti1'e and determined in the little company of men who, at great 
hazard, built the ro~d which afterwards paiaed over to the Minnea.pGlis & 
St. Louis and secured a northern outlet. At a less critical time he would 
not have risked a penny in such an enterprise. By this same spirit, while 
prudent and conservative, knowing the value of money, be was systematic­
ally g<'nerous whenever there was good to be done or the public could 
really be benefited. 

It was not his to be famoua, or to play any conspicuous part in public 
affairs, but, now that the record is all written, who will say that the 
example of his life is of less value for that reason? It is idle for all young 
men to expect to achieve fame, and what the world needs is not men 
"great" in ability to surpass their fellows, but men firm in an enlightened 
purpose to be faithful to every duty which falls to them. Such a man has 
passed away. Judged by this supreme test his life was cGmplete. May its 
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story, though told but briedy and without thousands of details over which 
those who knew him love to linger, plant in every young man who reads it 
a resolution to live to his purposes 

GOV. t:fTEPHEN BEMPSTEA D. 

BY BON. II' M. KNOLL, DUBUQUE, IOWA. 

Bon. Stephen Hempstead was born at New London, Conn., October 1, 
1812, removed with his parents to St. Louis, Mo., settling on a farm a few 
miles from the city, in the spring of 1830. Be went to Galena and waa 
there during the Sac and Foz war, and waa an officer in an artillery com­
pany which was organized for the protection of the place After the 
defeat of Black Hawk and the close of the war, he entered aa a student of 
Illinois college at Jacksonville, remaining there about two years, then 
returned to Missouri and commenced the study of law, and finished the 
regular courae under his uncle, Charles S. Hempstead, then a prominent 
lawyer of Galena. In 1836 he waa admitted to practice in all the courts of 

' the then territory of Wisconsin, which then embraced the territory of 
Iowa, and in the same year located in the town of Dubuque, and was the 
first lawyer who commenced the practice of hia profession in the place. 
Upon the organization of the territorial government of Iowa, in 1838, he 
was, with Gen. Warner Lewis, elected to represent the northern llOrtion 
of the territory in the legislative council, which assembled at Burlington 
during that year. Be was chairman of the judiciary committee during that 
seSBion. At the second session of that body he was chosen president 
thereof. He was again elected a member of the council in 1842, which was 
held at Iowa City, and was again chosen president of the same. In 1844 be 
was chosen one of the delegates of Dubuque county to the drat convention 
to frame a constitution for the state of Iowa, and waa chairman of the 
committee on incorporations. In 1848 he was, with Judge Cbarlea Mason 
and Judge W. G. Woodward, appointed commissioner by the legislature to 
revise the laws of the state of Iowa, and which revision, with a few amend­
menta, waa adopted as the code of Iowa of 1851. In 1850 he was elected 
governor of the state of Iowa, and held that olllce for the term of four 
years, being the full term of the then constitution, and being the second 
governor of the state 

Toward the close of his term as governor he was nominated by his party 
for congress, but owing to the excitement at the time due to the passage of 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill he was defeated by James Thorington, of Daven­
port. In 1855 he was elected county judge of Dubuque county, and held 
that office, and afterwards that of auditor, until the 1st of January, 1874, 
when be retired to private life. Be died early in the spring of 1883, the 
exact date I have forgotten 

To show the trait of Governor Hempstead's character I will give but 
one incident, which, perhaps, at present, is scarcely remembered by any­
ene else. In 1840, after the expiration of his drat term in the legislative 
connell, he waa a candidate for re-election, General Geban, afterwards 
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United States marshal, was his opponent. At the day of election, owing 
to his deep sense of honor and his proverbial courtesy, be could not bring 
himself to vote for himself, but he cast his ballot for his opponent, thus 
electing General Geban by one vote. He never seemed to like to talk 
about this, but in early times I often beard others speak about it, and upon 
asking him one time in later years be admitted it to be a fact. 

Governor Hempstead, in his demeanor, was dignified, courteous, and 
polite to everybody. I have never beard him speak ill of anybody, neither 
have I ever heard anybody speak ill of him. He was the soul of boneaty, 
and generous to a fault, causing him to die quite a poor man. His three 
children, two sona and one daughter, are linng outside of this state. 

GENERAL A. K. EATON. 

BY .JUDGB P. M, CASADY. 

Arial Kendrick Eaton, was born in Sutton, N. H., December 1, 1813; 
and died in the city of Osage, Mitchell county, Iowa, July H, 1896, in his 
83d year. His early days were spent on the stony hill farm, working with 
his widowed mother to maintain the family, with but little time to spend 
in acltool until 1831, at which time he attended a select school. He, as soon 
as he was qualified, commenced teaching in his native state, Massachusetts, 
and Ohio. Doring the time he taught school in Ohio, he found time to 
study law with Bon. Wade Loofboro, and formed a personal acquaintance 
with Gov. William Allen, and a number of other prominent Ohio men. On 
the 3d of June, 1839, be was married to Sarah Ann McArthur, of Washing· 
ton Court House, who died there on the 15th of June, 1840. He then turned 
his face to the west and came to Winchester, Randolph county, Ind. The 
eouuty at that time contained about 11,000 inhabitants. The county is 
about the highest land in the state, for in or near Randolph county, the 
head waters of the Big Miami, White Water, Blue river, White river, the 
Mississeuewa, the Solamouie, Wabash and St. Mary's, all rnnniug in 
di:tferent directions, take their rise. After a vear's residence in the county 
be wss elected couuty auditor and chosen his own successor iu 1843, the 
people of the county having become acquainted with his qualifications and 
integrity iu so short a time. 

Ou account of ill-health be resigned hia office in 1844. Prior to this 
date be bad beeu licensed to practice law and soon became an attorney of 
pl'omiueuce at the bar in Winchester. On December 'Tth of that year be 
was married to Miss Sarah Jarnagin, who survives him. During his resi· 
deuce iu Iudiaua, and while he was engaged iu the practice of the law, be 
became acquainted with Gen. Lightman Howard, Governor Milliard, Judge 
Jeremiah Smith, Judge Samuel E. Perkins,· and many other distinguished 
men of that state. His straightforward course and ~renial manners soon 
attracted the attention of men of worth to him and made it easy for hiin 
to become acquainted in auy community in which he might locate. In 
1846, before Iowa became a state, he crossed the Mississippi river and set­
tled at Delhi, Delaware county, in a log cabin. the second one built on the 

Digitized by Coogle 



Digitized by Goog le 



HON. CHARLES ALDRICH, 
Curator Historical Department. 

GENERAL EATON. 

Digitized by Coogle 

• 

' I 



PIONEER LAW-MAKERS' ASSOCIATION. 141 

town plat. The people of the then new county soon became acquainted 
with Mr. Eaton and elected him to the offices of prosecuting attorney, 
county judge, probate judge, and a member of the house of representatives 
in the Third and Fourth general assemblies In the Third general 
assembly he took a.n active and leading part in the debates of the house, 
suggested the name of Bremer county in honor of Fredrika. Bremer, the 
Swedish novelist, gem of literature, writer for millions, and uplifter of 
hnma.nity. 

Mr. Eaton was chairman of the committee on school!!, 11.t that time a.n 
important committee. The state was new. having been organized only a 
few years, and the schools not systematized. Mr. Eaton dtlvoted a. great 
part of his time trying to devise a system for the new state. He said, in a 
speech delivered before the association of Pioneer Lawmakers, in Ftlbrua.ry, 
1892: "We bad many meetings. Met with Benton, Mason and Woodward, 
and with the senate committee, many times, and made every effort to 
agree, but failed. February 4th I made two reports, one for the commit­
tee recommending the then present school laws with slight additions; also 
a minority report signed by Harper and myself. The majority report was 
adopted, and the esession closed without accomplishing .what many of us 
bad worked for. It was, however, the commencement ol our present 
school system, a.a, I think, a. reading of the complete record will show." 

Capital pu.aisbme.at.-The senate passed a. bill to abolish it. Mr. Eaton 
did what be could to pass it in the house, but failed. He Bll.id, "I consider 
it a relic of barbarism and it should be abolished." 

He, a.t that time, favored a. high license, but in after years modified his 
views on the liquor question . 

During this session the code of 1851 was passed. 
It was a. session of labor from the first to the last, the yeas and nays 

having been called 204 times in a. session of sixty-six days; members 
receiving 8116 and mileage for their services. 

His record, from the time he left the Granite state, had been so reliable 
and the offices and positions held by him, had been filled with such marked 
ability, the president, Franklin Pierce, appointed him to the important 
office of receiver of public moneys, in the Turkey river land district in 
northeastern Iowa. The office was held a.t Decorah for nine months. In 
1856, the land office was removed to 03a.ge in Mitchell county; the general 
and family came with it and remained in office until the expiration of his 
term, and made Osage from that time until be passed away, his home 
for himself and family. The general retired from active duties a.s a. lawyer 
some years since, but being gifted with the pen, he bas contributed a. num· 
ber of articles for the papers of his town, entitled "l::lcraps of History." 

On the 7th of December, 1894, a.t his home in Osage, his numerous 
neighbors and friends, some of whom had been acquainted with him and 
his good wife for nearly forty years, assembled a.t their residence to assist 
in celebrating their golden wedding, having been married December7, 1844. 
Two hundred and fifty of the best people of the town of Osage were pres­
ent. Presents were not desired nor expected; they crowded in unbidden. 
Two elegant gold spoons from the daughters of Iowa. 'a venerable oak, Gen. 
George W. Jones of Dubuque, a rare book from the general and other 
presents,& gift from eighty-five Osage business men, and other sums and pres· 
ents from others abroad, "but the gift above gifts, wa.a the presence, the 
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assembly of the guests, which gathered around the patriarchal forms of 
the general and his wife to exchange kind greetinjp and fond remem­
brances." This was a notable event in Osage, and will be long remembered 
by the people of that place and vicinity. 

General Eaton left two sons, one a farmer and Hon. William L. Eaton, 
the talented and brilliant member of the houae of representatives of the 
Twenty·seventh general a88embly, who, upon the visit of the pioneer law· 
malc:ers to the house, greeted the old lawmakers with au eloquent addre88. 

· The association was favored with music furnished by Mrs. 
Tillie Bartlett, Miss Mamie Hanna, J. W. Muftley and Capt. C. 
Sweeney, accompanied by C. M. Griggsby. 

President Sherman said: 

I would like to report that 1 have a communication from the Senate, 
stating that it will be convenient for them to visit us at 11 o'clock, and I 
intimated to them that that hour would be convenient for us. 

A lengthy discu88ion,opened by ex-Lieutenant·GovernorGue, took place 
regarding a change in the name of the association, which was thought by 
some as somewhat misleadinll, inasmuch as there are members of the 
association who are not, properly speaking, pioneer lawmakers, but the 
idea was opposed by a number for various reasons, and it was dually decided 
that th.e name Pioneer Lawmakers should stand 

Judge Cole said: 

I would like to make a suggestion or request, and put it in the form of 
a motion. It relates to Judge Francis Springer, who was president of the 
constitutioaal convention of 1857, and who was judge of the district court 
for a long time. 

Judge Springer was one of the most successful presiding officers tha' 
ever presided over a political body. He is, I understand, now at the home 
of his son, in New Mexico, and is very near his end. 

I wish to say that in extending to Judge t:lpringer the sympathies of this 
association in his affiiction, and &88uring him of our remembrances, we will 
thereby contribute to his joy and peace of mind, and will do ourselves 
much credit 

I cannot say too much in honor of Judge 8pringer. I knew him as a 
district judge during the time of my jurisdiction on the supreme bench, and 
I know how he was recognized and with what deference his opinions were 
met with, and I can speak of him as a man who is well deserving of every 
honor in our power to bestow. I move, therefore, that the sympathies of 
this a88ociation be extended to Judge Springer. 

Bon. E. H. Stiles said: 
I desire to amend the motion of Judge Cole by adding to it the name of 

Judge H. B. Hendershot, of Ottumwa. He was the drat clerk of Wapello 
eounty on its organization, immediately after the second purchase, which 
brought that territory within the control of the government. He bas 
always been regarded as an able lawyer, and as a most upright gentleman 
in every respect. He was judge when I was admitted to tbfl bar in 1857, 
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and he was esteemed and looked upon as one of the very best judges that 
adorned the bench in Iowa. 

Some dve or six years ago he met with an accident. On leaping from a 
car he was thrown to the ground, and from that time to the present, he has 
been a cripple. He is condned to his bed a good portion of the time, and 
only able to make his way about by the aBSistance of crotches 

He was born in 1816, and is, therefore, now in his 82d year, and drawing 
near his end, and under conditions that are not the most hopeful, or at 
least as much so as we could desll'e. 

I have always had the highest personal regard for him as a lawyer, 
judge, and citizen. He has always had the interest of the people of Iowa 
at heart, a patriot in every sense of the word, and I think a letter of the 
kind embodied in Judge Cole's motion would be very joyfully received by 
him, and would smooth away the pain to hia resting place, where we must 
all come. · 

Judge Cole sa.id : 

I wish to say that I have known Judge Hendershot for forty years, and 
confirm everything my brother says regarding him, and my sympathies will 
go out to him, and I must second that amendment. 

L. W. Ross said: · 

There is one man whom I would like to have noticed by this aBSociation. 
I am not aware that he has ever been a member of the legislature, but he 
was a member of this board of education, which Mr. Perry spoke of this 
morning. 

He is n9w in his 82d or 83d year, and has lived an ideal life. He is with· 
out children, his wife has passed away, and he is alone, in one sense, in the 
world. I refer to Colonel Bloomer, of Council Bluffs. 

I know of no citizen of Iowa who is more entitled to the reputation of 
having lived a perfect life, doing good all the while, and doing no evil or 
wrong. Our best school·houses are his monument, and he has devoted years 
of hia life to the cause of common school education, and to the establish· 
ment and development of public libraries, so that in every respect he is a 
good, worthy and esteemed citizen. 

Colonel Scott sa.id: 

I rise to the point as to whether Mr. Bloomer is not entitled to full mem· 
bership in this aBSociation, although not having been present to claim it. 
Does he not occupy a position which entitles him to a place on our roll? I 
think so. I would simply suggest that in place of awarding him, if you 
please, any membership in this association, he having the right to ' be 
entered upon our rolls, that instead of that there be taken the same action 
in regard to Mr. Bloomer that has been taken ill regard to the other gen­
tlemen named. I think it is more signidcant than it would be to enroll 
him as an honorary member of the association; that is my thought in regard 
to it. 

I would prefer it, myself, and I regard it as altogether his due, and a 
higher honor than this honorary membership, which I understand is oon· 
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ferred upon those who have not the rights. To this, our associate, Mr. 
Bloomer, has a right., so that I would prefer, if our Brother Rosa would with· 
draw his proposition, and let it be placed upon the other basis. 

It wa.s ftna.lly ordered th •t a. letter of greeting should be 
sent by the president a.nd secretary, on behalf of the associa­
tion, to the parties named, a.nd also to Cole Noel, J . C. T.ra.er, 
Gideon S. Bailey, Judge Shane, A. H. McCrary, John Selman 
a.nd other absent members. 

Mr. Tvdhunter suggested that a. member bd appointed in 
ea1h caun•y to report names of those entitled to membership. 

Mr. L. Hollingsworth moved that the vice-president of each 
particular district perform that duty, and tha.t this authority 
be C)nferred at once, which motion prevailed. 
· Gov. WarrenS. Dungan offered a resolution to be submitted 

to the general assembly now in session, relative to the con­
struction of a state historical building, which, after some favor­
able remarks from Hon. A. B. F. Hildreth, was unanimously 
adopted. The resolution is as follows: 

To tbe Senate and House of Representatives of tbe Tvreaty-seveatb General 
Assembly of Iowa: 
The Pioneer Lawmakers' Association disclaiming any purpose in ita 

organization or action to attempt in any way to in:fl.uence the current legia­
Jation of the state, yet being organized, in part, for the purpose of collect· 
ing and recording the earlier history of the state, and in that interest 
alone we respectfully, but earnestly, invite your attention and favorable 
action upon auch measure" as may come before you having for their pur· 
pose the securing of a proper and commodious historical building for the 
use of the historical department of Iowa, putting our beloved state in the 
front rank of states in the fullness and richness of ita hiatorieal treasures. 

A motion by Hon. R. D. Kellogg was made a.nd carried that 
our president present this resolution in person to the two 
branches of the general assembly upon the occa.iion of our visit 
Oil the 11th iost., as agreed upon. 

The following addition.al commun:ca.tion was received by the 
association from J. E . Clarey, relative to members' photographs. 

Ms. SnBBMAN-Mr. Edinger, 609 Walnut, would like the pioneer law· 
m11.kers to sit to-morrow f.orenoon. He says if they are all there at 9 
o'clock he oan be through with them by 9:20 or 9:30. If any other mem· 
bera go home to-night, please have them be sure and send photographs 
that they may have. Address them to me or to Illustrated Iowa, Des 
Moines. 

J. E. CI.ABBY. 
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Hon. Samuel McNutt moved that the members of the associ· 
ation proceed t, the artis~ in squads to have their photographs 
taken, as per request, beginning at 10 o'clock, on the 11 tb inst . 
Motion carried. 

On motion of Judge Cole the association adjourned until 9 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

THIRD DAY-MORNING SESSION. 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 11, 1898. 

The Pioneer L'~wmakers' Association met, pursua.nt to 
adjournmer.t, at 9 o'clock A.M. and was called to order by the 
president, Maj Hoyt Sh .. rman. 

A quarteLte led by J W. Mu:ffi.y sang our national hymn, 
'' America." 

The committee to visit tht> g•1vernor reported that he had left 
the city. H~ returned in Btason to receive us in his office. 

The question of eligibility to membership was sprung, and 
by requt:st President ~h~:-rm .n read the words of the constitu­
tion in regard thereto, but it appears that the constitution needs 
an interpreta.ti Jn, which the ~~.ssociation alone is competent to 
render. 

Mr. John M. Ddovis insisted that it would be a satisfaction to 
many, if such int"'rpretation could be given. 

Hon. C. S. Wilson moved th~t.t a cum:nittee be appointed to 
whom such maLter be re erred. · Col. John Scott suggested 
that the .executive commlt&ee could attend to it, and there the 
question set:ms to have re11>ted. 

A cc~mmittte of the senate composed of Senators Berry, 
Blanchard, Evera.ll, Hurst aud Lothrop called and announced 
th~t the legislative body they r<:~presented would be ready to 
reet ive the members of our association in the senate chamber 
at 3 o'clock P. M. Toe iuvitation was accepted and the com­
mittee, on motton of Mr. Bra• dt, were invited to seats with us, 
afler which they were severally introduced to our members. 

Upon motion of Judge Chester C. Colt>, Senator Dashiell, was 
authorized to prepare a bi. graphical sketch of P. G. C. 'Merrill, 
deceased, a former senator from Warren county, for publica­
tion with our proceedings. 

10 
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The widow of Senator Merrill was a visitor with us this 
morning. 

Senator Ross, chairman of committee on resolutions, made 
the following report: 

1. Grateful to the common Father of all for continued life and health 
and strength of mind and body, we here extend gratulations to all the 
people of this commonwealth for growth in intelligence, morality and 
material well-being. 

2. Thankful to those of our number who have 80 wisely planned this 
reunion. calling out many contributions to the early history of our state, 
we now express our belief that our association will be made a valuable 
auxiliary to the historical department of Iowa, and that the future student 
of our generation will find in our archives reliable facts upon which to 
co.nstruct a true history of that which we have seen and of which we have 
been bumble factors. 

That the thanks of this association are justly due and are hereby cordi­
ally extended to Gov. John Scott, our retiring president, for the dignified, 
kindly and considerate manner in which he has discharged the duties of 
his office. 

The association also extends thanks to Gov. B. F. Gue, the ·efficient 
secretary, for his succeBSful e:lforts in making the sizth seBBion so complete 
in every particular. The aBSistant secretary, John M. Davis, is commended 
for his faithful work in recording the proceedings of the association. 

Thanks of the association are hereby extended to the executive commit­
tee, Isaac Brandt, Maj. R. D. Kellogg and R. B. Finkbine, for the aid the 
committee rendered to the secretary for the arrangements made for the 
accomodation of the members. 

We take pleasure in acknowledging the welcome accorded us by the 
good people of Des Moines, and in assuring them of the enjoyment experi­
enced from the opening seBBion to the moment of final adjournment. 

We further acknowledge our obligation to the Capital City Commercial 
college for reporting the proceedings of this reunion 80 accurately, and we 
here expreBB our appreciation of this particular service, and of the ladies, 
Mrs. Sarah G. French and MiBS Jennie Ruecker, executing the aame The 
excellence of this work evidences that the instruction given in that insti­
tution is of high order. 

We still further dE'sire to tender thanks toW. P. Guiberson, MiBS Grace 
Johnson, MiBB BeBSie Coddington, Mills Nellie Thompson, Mrs. Colonel 
Godfrey, J. W. MufDy, Mrs. Ottelia Bartlett, MiBS Florence Hanna, Capt. 
C. H. Sweeney and C. M. Grigsby for musical numbers rendered at our daily 
seBSions, and to expreBB the hope that they and each of them may long be 
preserved in heart, in hand and in voiee. 

And lastly we desire to expreBS to Maj. Hoyt Sherman our heartfelt 
thanks for opening his comfortable home and extending to us an honest 
band. The reception was so cordial and sincere as to make the occasion a 
lasting m~mory. 

On motion of Gov. Frank Campbell they were adopted unan­
imously, by a. rising vote. 
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On motion- it was ordered that when our association adjourns 
it will be to meet at 1 :45 o'clock in the office of the custodian of 
the capitol and to proceed from thence in a body to the house 
of representatives; which order was annQunced by the presi­
dent from the chair. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 

The members of the association assembled at the state house 
and proceeded in a body to the house of representatives. 
They were received by Speaker Funk with words of welcome, 
after which Representative Eaton of Mitchell county was 
called out and spoke as follows: . 

MB. ISPBAKBB-1 beg permission to turn from you and the mem'bers of 
this house to our guests, the Pioneer Lawmakers of Iowa. 

Gentlemen, it gives me pleasure to speak on behalf of the members of 
this bouse and at this hour tender to you a generous and kindly greeting. 
The welcome that I extend to you is one to our hearts and affections. It 
would touch the confines of absurdity to welcome you to this bea11tiful 
room. Your heads are frosted with the snows that never melt. Many of 
you participated in laying the foundations of this beautiful building. Yoa 
watched its erection as it was majestically upreared and finally crowned 
by that golden dome which catches and refiects the glory of the sun, and 
is the pride of Iowa. It is your home; you have a better right to it than 
we. We abdicate and turn it over to you while you are here with us. 

I congratulate you on being able to be present with us on this occasion. 
I have the grand heritage of having been born in this beautiful state. 

It has always been my home, and I love it. I have the more priceleea 
heritage of being the eon of one who, in the infancy of the state, repre· 
eented in the general assembly one-third of the northern part of the state, 
and so as' you unlock the chambers of your memory, roll back the tide of 
the years and reveal to us the scenes of bygone days, I feel myself in close 
touch with you. Every pulsing throb and quivering fiber of my being is 
in close sympathy with ynu, the pioneers of Iowa. 

I congratulate you that your lives have spanned the most IIlorious days 
since ''the morning stars sang together." You have not only basked 
in the glorious sunlight of this proud nineteenth century civilization, but 
you have also been a part of it. You have helped to make it. You have 
given as well as received. 

The name pioneer has a wealth of meaning. It includes bravery, hero­
ism and sacrifice. It is a great thing to help found a prosperous state. It 
means something to cross the Mississippi, to climb the rugged hills that 
keep the mighty river in its course, and go out upon the tenantless prairie 
and build a home with hope and faith and courage for household gods. It 
means something to be a pioneer. It is because we appreoiate the wisdom, 
the labors and the sacrifices of those who laid the foundations of this 
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matchless state so wisely, broad and deep that we are me\ this afternoon 
to do you honor. 

And now may the balmy breath of health keep you vigorous, and 
"white-winged" happiness hover over you until you come again on another 
occasion like this. 

Again, and again, aa the representative of every member of this bouse, I 
bid you welcome. • 

President Hoyt Sherman then said: 

I desire on behalf of our aaaociation to present to you the Hon. 8 J. 
McNutt, who will respond for us to this jl'enerous welcome we have 
received. 

Hon. S. J. McNutt: 

I feel unable to express the emotions I entertain and to return proper • 
thanks for your reception. Thirty-four yeaus ago I was a member of the 
Tentlr general aaaembly in the old house across the street. The whole 
number, of whatever party, were the choice men of the state. I am sure 
there was not a man there who could not have answered to the Sa'rior'a 
question, "All these have I kept from my youth up.'' 

Every one is now anxious to make a record, to introduce a popular bill 
that may be approved by the people. But I learned in the progress of years 
that it was safe to vote "no'' on a great many propositions. I would say 
to these boys that have taken our places it is not always wisdom to be 
changing the laws, and be cautious about making new ones. The fact is, 
we have laws enough if they were observed, I believe, however, that the 
people of this state are a law abiding people; there are few who disregard 
the law. There is not a portion of earth of the same· number of square 
miles as this glorious Iowa that is a better land than this state of ours. 

I beg pardon; I should not talk so long. I will say again to these boys 
who have taken our places that when they have lived to be as old as we 
are, they will dud that the fewer changes in the laws the better •. I thank 
you for your attention most heartily. 

· Representative Porter was the next speaker: 

I do not believe the glories they have wrought for the state have been 
dimmed by the lapse of time. From assc.ciation with certain membera of 
the Pioneers' Association I have learned to develop a feeling of gratitude 
for all. When we wander oft to-day into legislatiye labyrinths, we have 
only to return to the beaten paths you established to get our bearings. 
While I would not detract from the glory of our military heroes, it does 
seem to me peace has its victories, no less renowned than war. When our 
pioneer lawmakers came here they encountered difficulties we do not now 
experience. You had little to guide you. I can only wish that in our later 
days we will have the same pleasant memories of which you relate­
memories that follow only right doing. 

President Sherman sa.id: 
I now wish to introduce to you a g'f'ntleman· who will respond to the 

ast speaker, a member of our association with whom, perhaps, many of 
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you S¥e personally acquainted; one who had the pleasure of occupying the 
same position as our representative friend, Lieutenant-Governor Dungan, 
of Chariton. 

Lieutenant-Governor Dungan said: 

It gives me very great pleasure to assist in returning the kind and pleas· 
ant greetings we have received here to-day from your members. We shall 
earry with us many pleasant recollections of this meeting of the Pioneer 
Lawmakers,: but none more pleasant than the reception that we receive 
here this afternoon. 

We did not come to yon, Mr. President and gentlemen of the house of 
representatives, to advise you what course to pursue. We claim no superi· 
ority of wisdom, nor anything of that kind. We desire to collect and pre­
serve in the archives of the state the history or building up of this great 
commonwealth. We claim to be your ancestors, and I suppose you think 
we are all centenarians. 

The members of the Twenty-seventh general assembly have the ad van· 
tage of our experience in addition to their own knowleqge, and we expect 
you to profit by•that experience. 

After singing "Iowa." the Pioneer Lawmakers' Association 
presented a memorial asking that the legislature take proper 
action regarding a memorial hall. Speaker Funk replied that 
the memorial would be entered on the joc.rnal and given the 
consideration to which its importance entitl~d it, and also on 
account of the hands and hearts and brains from which it sprang . 

. The pioneers of legislation then filed out of the house, while 
a special choir from the house sang "God be With You 'Till 
We Meet Again." 

THE VISIT TO THE SENATE. 

The Pioneer Lawmakers visited the senate late in the after­
noon, that body holding an afternoon session in order to 
receive the association during a sitting. The session opened 
nominally a.t 2 o'clock, but nothing was done till the time for 
the Pioneer Lawmakers to arrive. It was 2:45 when they came, 
and filed in, headed by Maj. Hoyt Sherman. The senate, a.t 
Senator Blanchard's suggestion, vacated the east side or the 
hall, allowing tbe seats there to be taken by the visitors. 
The double line of white-haired men filed in and to:>k posses­
sion, the senators standing until the visitors were seated. 

Lie11tenan·t-Gqvernor Milliman, in receiving them, paitl a 
tender tribute to the men who sat in Iowa legislative halls in 
ye.us gone by, and gave them the full freedom of the senate. 
No honor was too great to be conferred upon these men who 
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had made Iowa history and had made Iowa the state that it is. · 
Lieutenant·Governor Milliman, at the close of his remarks, 

called to the chair Maj. Hoyt Sherman and Col. John Scott, 
who, thirty years ago, was lieutenant-governor. He then 
placed the gavel in the hands of Major Sherman, who said: 

Senators, this is an unezpeeted h()nor. I had helped to arrange a list of 
venerable men to talk to you, expectinl' to :find an obscure corner for 
myself. I feel highly honored. I take pleasure in introducing to you Col. 
John Scott, who will address you in behalf of the Pioneer Lawmakers' 
Association. 

Colonel Scott said: 

In occupying this platform after the lapse of thirty years, you may 
imagine that I am unable to say all of the th'lughts that come to me remi· 
niscent of that time. I might go back to thirty-eight years ago, when I 
was on the :floor of the senate and was associated with such.men as Kirk· 
wood [applause], the man for the troublous times then darkening the hori· 
zoo; and Jas. F. Wilson, and others. The nation has had he'r cabinet minis· 
ters a11.d this state has had her strongest representatives from these men. 
I might refer to Bussey, who led Iowa soldiers to gallant records; to the 
erratic and brilliant Drummond, who fell gallantly facing the foe, saying, 
"It is sweet to die for one's country." There would be DO room for anyone 
else on the program were I to tell you all that comes ·to my mind. I 
remember the hopefulness that was in my young heart when I drat pre­
sented myself for enrollment in the senate in the year 1860. I am glad to 
say that senate is fairly represented in this meeting. Ainsworth 
and Powers and the magnidcent Duncombewereamongthem. I remember 
the sense I felt at being an Iowa senator. I had it whispered to me that 
this was the strongest senate the state had ever had. I said I thought he 
was inclined to :flatter. He said, no, he had heard two·thirds of the mem· 
bers say so. 

Senator Ellison, of Jones, respJnded in behYf of tb.e senate. 
He said: 

I extend to you a moRt cordial greeting to the senate hall. We greet you 
as those who gave to the state of Iowa a code of laws second to no other 
state in the union. As we look back we see a grand procession of events 
which have shaped the destiny of this state. There are those among you 
who helped rock the cradle of Iowa when it was in its infancy; those who 
were members of the constitutional convention; those who when dark 
clouds of war hung over and it was not so much questions of law as it was 
the preservation of the Union; those whp went to the front to bear the 
brunt and stand by the old :flag, who raised it on the tops ofsouthern hills, 
who carried it through the valleys You brought the :flags back to us, and 
to-day we have them here in this capitol. You have men in your midst 
who returned to their homes and their various callings; men who have 
b~:en honored by positions of trust, on the bench, and in legislative halls, 
who framed laws that have endured almost a half century. Many of thoae 
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etatutes still 1tand recorded aa you enacted them, without a word changed, 
despite the long time spent r•CGdifying the laws. You have given u1 a 
splendid school system and educational opportunitiee that make enry boy 
in Iowa the means of being master of his own destiny. You have given us 
equality before the law of all citizens, whether male or female. You have 
provided a mean• for aaring for the poor, with asylums and places where 
the unfortuate can be cared for. You have given agriculture, commerce 
and manufacturing encouragement. Not only this, but you have provided 
so that the state may go marching on year by year. You have protected 
aociety by wise penal laws. You have provided inatit.ution• where they 
may be cared for in a humane and just manner. And so I might follow 
this indefinitely. You have provided so that Iowa to·day bas the smallest 
per cent of illiteracy and pauperism and of the criminal element. You 
han so shaped the destiny of this state that to-day we have the smallest 
amount of taxation. We look across this broad country and are we not 
proud of the sons of Iowa at our nation's capital, who are in forei&'D courts? 
Members of the Pioneer Lawmakers' Auoc~ation, I greet you. I again 
extend to you our moat cordial welcome. You have made Iowa what abe 
is to-day. With the hope of a grander future, we still press on. 

Col. S. A. Moore, of Davis county, said: 

I esteem it an honor to stand in the new capitol and address the senators, 
three-fourths of whom I know personally, and whose friend1hip I have 
shared so many years. I wanted to beg o:lf, bec&uae of my mOdesty. There 
is so much that crowds upon the mind that I know not where to begin, and 
in my garrulousness I might not know where to atop. When the world 
grows dark aud cheerless and things appear discouraging, I turn and get 
inspiration· from looking backward over Iowa and her progress. This 
beautiful valley, richer than the valley of the Nile, I look back upon and 
remember the days when it took longer to come and go than we spent 
while het'e-a blessed country, haviug no parallel this aidA that heavenly 
country where we expect to go eventually. 

Colonel Moore. spoke with ·a. soul full of tender memories, and 
a.s he eloquently, and in the most touching manner, referred to 
the past, and the pioneer days in this state, the entire senate 
was subdued. It was one of the most eloquent addresses ever 
made on the senate floor of the Iowa. legisla.tu re. Veterans, 
members of the senate and visitors were charmed with the grace­
ful muner of the old war horse, while from his eloquent lips 
burst a. flood of oratory that fairly held spell bound those who 
heard it. It was entirely extemporaneous, and was pronounced 
by nearly every one who heard it a.s a. most remarkable effort. 

Major Sherman presented a resolution unanimously adopted 
by the association asking favorable action on the appropriation 
.for the historical and memori~l building. Major Sherm m called 
upon Judge Cole for a. brief address on the point of federal law 
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making. He said that the question of changing the name of 
the association had been considered, because it was thought it 
was not broad enough, when some one pointed out that judges 
and state officials might very properly be regarded as law­
makers. 

Judge Cole said: 

The responsibilities, like the pleasures of life, are all alon11 life's path­
way. The responsibilities performed by the pioneer lawmakers does not 
relieve you of your duties. The enactment of a atatute to control is in imi­
tation of the Supreme Being; it is the highest duty to which man can be 
called. [Applause.] It is essentially important that there ahould be wise 
interpretations of the laws you may enact as will work out the largeat good 
to the largest number. In this way I have sought to serve my state. Our 
constitution, federal and state, classifies government as the executive, the 
legislative and the judicial. I rejoice that in the formation of the associa­
tion a place has been reserved for the judicial. I am grateful to appear 
before you. I need not say I enjoy a feeling of pride in visiting here tha• 
I can not express in words. 

He spoke of the respective duties of the la.\vmakers and the 
judges. "Lawmaking,"he ,aid, ''isGod-like; the giving of the 
lawfoT a people is the highest duty to which one can be called. I 
grant that in the frailties of our language there is necessity for 
the proper construction of every statute; but those who make 
laws perform a duty so much higher that they can scarcely be 
called on the same level. I rejoice that in thts association a. 
place is given to the judges of the cour~. Since the makers of 
the law are human, they are liable to err, and a second, even if 
a lower, body may add to the wisdom and efficacy of their leg-
islation." · 

Senator Harriman moved that the resolution be printed in 
the journal. h was so ordered. The resolution appears else­
where in these proceedings-see page 144. 

MESSAGE OF GREETING. 

In accordance with instructions of the association, the fol· 
lowing letter of greeting and remembrance was prepared and 
sent to the absent members designated in the various resolu­
tions: 

PIONEER LAWMAKERS' AssOCIATION OF IOWA,} 
DEB MOINES, February 11, 1898. 

As our session is drawing to a close after a very pleasant reunion, we 
miss the presence of many who could not be with us. Some we shall meet 
no more in this life; others we hope to welcome at future reunions. 
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To you, who in the pioneer years of our state, rendered such valuable 
and faithfulsei'Tice in ita upbuilding, we enend our cordial greeting. We 
trust that your health may be preserved and your useful life may be pro­
longed for many years. It ia a pleasant re:O.ection now in the closing years 
of the nineteenth century, that your work in the past has contributed to 
make Iowa one of the moat prosperous states in the Union, and that we 
live to realize some of the substantial results of your early efforts. 

Our proceedings will be published in full by the state, and a copy will 
be forwarded to you at an early day 

With fraternal regards, we extend to you our most cordial good will, in 
which all members of our association heartily join. 

Signed on behalf of all present, by 

B. F. Gus, 
Secretary. 

The following responses were received: 

FBOM JUDGE JOHN F. KINNEY. 

HOYT 8HBBMAN, 
President. 

SAN DIEGO, Cal., February 25, 1898. 
Hon. Hoyt SbermiUl, President, Hon. B F. Gae, Secretary, Des Moiaes, Iowa: 

GENTLEMEN-Your highly esteemed favor of the 11th inst. has just 
reached me, and in reply, I beg leave to say, that I am deeply moved by the 
complimentary expressions therein contained. You 'speak of the valuable 
services I " rendered in the pioneer years of the state," and say that you 
"live to realize some of the substantial result:& of my early efforts." At 
my age in life these are comforting words, especially as in giving exprea­
sion to your own sentiments, you enunciate the views of the '· Lawmakers' 
Association" you, as officers, represent. I cannot find words to express in 
adequate language my high appreciation of the compliment conveyed by 
these words. During my somewhat long political life I have been the 
recipient of many expressions of approval-notably among them-the reso­
lutions of the Iowa bar at the time of my resignation as judge, at Iowa 
City, in January, 1854, and responded to by my brother judges (see Iowa 
reports of that date), but all of these testimonials do not afford the satis­
faction that your letter does, as after forty-five years' trial, my work is 
commended by the Pioneer Lawmakers' Assotiation, among its members 
a few survivors, who were associated with me in pioneer work, materially 
aiding in making Iowa the grand state it is, the pride of all her citizens. 

I shall cherish your letter as a precious heirloom for my children, and 
shall live in hopes (notwithstanding my advanced age), being in fine, robuat 
health, of meeting with you at your n~xt gathering, and by personal 
reunion cement more closely the fraternal bonds which unite us as pio· 
neers in the great work of preparing the way for future settlement. 

Accept for yourselves, and for the association, my highest regards, and 
believe me, Fraternally yours, J. F. KINNEY . 

• 
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FBOM JUDGE JOBlf F. DILLON. 

Hon. Hoyt SbermatJ, PresidUJt, Hon. B. F. Gae, Secretary Pioaeer Lawmak· 
ers' ANOCiation of Iowa, Des Moines, Iowa: 
GENTLEMEN-1 was very much tOuched and pleased with the honor of 

receiving your communication of the 11th inst., expressing your regret at 
my necessary absence from the last reunion, and containing expressions of 
personal regard for me and my public labors in the state. While I can 
not feel that I am fully entitled to the praise which ·you give, it is a great· • 
satisfaction to know that my work hu met with your favorable consider­
ation I shall be pleased to receive a copy of the proceedings, which you 
aay will soon be published in full by the state. 

Cordially reciprocating your good will and that of the members of the 
association as expressed in your communication, I am, 

Very truly yours, JoaN F . Dlt.LON. ~ 

FBOM GOV. ALVIN SAUNDERS, 

OMAHA, Neb., February 28, 1898. 
Messrs. Ho}'t Sberm.ao atJd B. F. Gue, Des Moioes, Iowa: 

With sincere feelings of thankfulness I acknowledge the receipt of your 
joint favor as president and secretary of the Pioneer Lawmakers' sAaocia· 
tion of Iowa. When I re:O.ect that it is now more than forty years since 
our acquaintance began, I am doubly :O.attered when I receive from you the 
high compliments you are pleased to bestow on the services I rendered your 
great state, at what we might call the beginning. I am aware that our 
works on earth are soon forgotten by most of people. I never shall, while 
reason holds her throne, forget the kindness I received from the pioneer 
settlers of Iowa. I went into her borders before it was named, a poor boy 
just o:lf of the farm, and took my chauce to work out a living for myself. 
Without friends this is a difficult task t.o perform, but with friends it ia 
possible to most of the youths of the country, who strive in the proper 
direction. I soon found friends, aud to them I owe much of the little suo· 
cess of life. I have served a little more than thirty years in a public· life, 
in Iowa and in Nebraska, and in Utah (when I was one of the United States 
commission or what was called the" Utah commission") and it is a grati4· 
cation to me now that I would not uow change my record in any essential 
point if I had to make It over again. But I have already made thia Jetter 
too long, aud again thanking you both, and the others of the association 
whom you say, joined with you in your excellent letter, 

I am very truly your friend, .A:LVIN SAUNDERS. 

FBOM BON. WM. PENN CLARKE. 

WASHINGTON CITY1 February 22, 1898. 
Hon. Hoyt SbermatJ, Presideot, atJd B. F. Gae, Esq., Secretar}', of tbe Pio­

neer Lawmakers' Associatioo of Iowa, Des Moines, Iowa: 
GENTLEMEN-1 am iu receipt of your favor of the 11th inst, which 

reached me to-day extending to me the greetings of your "'sociation, at its 
late meeting, as one who rendered valuable and faithful service in the 
upbuilding of the state in which you state "it is a pleasant re:O.ection now 
in the closing years of the nineteenth century that your (my) work in the 
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paat has contributed to make Iowa one of the most prosperous states in 
the union, and that we live to realize some of the substantial results of 
your (my) early e:l!orts." 

I sincerely thank yo•r association for its kind remembrance of me on 
the occasion. referred to, and you, gentlemen, for the too complimentary 
language you haTe employed in giving expression to the greetings of your 
association, and which it would be vanity in me to say that I merit. 

I came to Iowa for the purpose of making it my home in 18U, and in 
1845 I was admitted to the bar at Iowa City. Since that date a period of 
half a century has elapsed, and of the attorneys who then had prominence 
at the bar few remain. Nearly all haTe passed to their dnal account. 
ETen the names, if not the memories, of the greater number of them have 
sunk into oblivion. My loc&tion at the capital of the territory a:l!orded me 
the opportunity of making the acquaintance of m&ny of them, and it m&y 
not be inappropriate to recall the names of some of the mpre prominent 
ones, who were then considered leaders of the prolession. At Dabuque 
there were Platt. Smith, who stood at the head; W. E. Bissell, afterwards 
attorney-general of the state; Lincoln Clark, elected to congress from the 
northern district of the state; McKinley & Poor, Stephen Hempstead, 
afterwards governor, and Wiltse & Blatchley. At Mascatine (then called 
Bloomington) were Ralph P. Lowe, governor and judge; Wm. G. Wood­
ward, judge of the supreme court; Stephen Whicher, Henry O'Connor, 
attorney-general, and J . Scott Richman, district judge At Iowa City 
were James P. Carleton, district judge, who would have attained high 
position if his life bad been sp&red; Gilman .Folsom and Wm. I . Gilbert. 
At Marion were N. W. Isbell, judge of the supreme court and I . M. Pres­
ton, United States district attorney. At Davenport were Ebenezer Cook and 
James Grant, district judge. At Burlington were Henry W. Star.r, James 
W. Grimes, governor and senator; David Rorer, M D. Browning, J . C. 
Ball, judge of the supreme court. At Keokuk were Samuel F. Miller, 
judge of the United States supreme court; J . W. Rankin, Archibald Dixon 
and T. W. Claggett, judge. At Keosauqua were J. C Kne.pp, judge; 
George G. Wright, judge and senator, and H. Clay Caldwell, United States 
circuit judge, while in the interior of the territory were many others who 
became prominent in the subseqtlent history of the state, but to give their 
names would extend this communication to an inordinate length. All 
these men, I believe, came to Iowa while it was a territory. They were 
generally empleyed in important cases and it was my good fortune •sub­
sequently to meet some of them at the bar, either as colleagues or oppon­
ents. The greater number of them were prominent, also. as politicians, 
and dlled the higher offices of the state after Iowa was admitted into the 
union, and contributed largely by their labors to the founding of its insti­
tutions. They were, in fact, amon6 the fathers of the state. The history 
of their labors should be preserved in some permanent form, and I trust 
that my friend, Charles Aldrich, Esq., who is doing so 111.uch to perpetuate 
the memories of the early Iowans, through the "Annals" will bend his 
energies in this direction. 

At my advanced age, being now in my Slat year, and su:l!ering from the 
complaints incident to my time of life, I cannot anticipate the pleasure of 
joining my brethren in any of their "future reunions," but they may rest 

Digitized by Coogle 



166 SIXTH REUNION OF THE 

assured that I feel a warm interest in their success and welfare, and doubt 
not they will continue. to maintain the high character for integrity and 
ability which has heretofore pertained to the bar of Iowa. 

Again thanking you, gentlemen, for your kind communication, and for 
the promise of a copy of the proceedings of your association, which I shall 
be pleased to receive, I sincerely return your most "cordial good will," and 
subscribe myself fraternally yours, W. PENN CLARKE. 

FBOM HON.D. C BLOOM£& 

COUNCIL BLUFFS, Iowa, February 23, 1898. 
To Hon. Hoyt Sherman, President, and Hon. B. F. Gae, Secretary, of Pioneer 

Lawmakers' Association of Iowa: 
GENTLEMEN....:.[ have received your kind note of lOth instant, informing 

me that a copy of the proceedings of the recent session of the Pioneer 
Lawmakers' A'ksociatiGn 'of Iowa, would be sent to me, and also extending 
to me personally very kind and sympathetic greetings. I had also previ­
ously received notice from the Hon. L. W. Ross that my" name had been 
presented and approved as a member. 

My own part in the early legislation of Iowa was very limited, but I 
have always taken a deep interest in the successive steps in legislation 
through which our noble state has attained its present high position, and 
fully appreciate the earnest and intelligent labors of those charged with 
the making of its laws. The veterans in this work may justly congratulate 
themselves on the success that has followed their efl'orts, and in their 
annual meetings review with pdde and satisfaction the glorious results of 
their devotion to the public good. With kindest regards, 

Respectfully, D. C. BLOOMER. 

FROM JUDGE H. B. HENDERSHOTT. 

OTTUMWA, February 2•, 1898. 
Hoyt Sherman, President, and B. F. Gae, Secretary, Pioneer Lawmakers' 

Association: 
I have received your communication of 11th inst. Words are too poor 

to express the gratitude I feel for the kind terms you employ. 
I write this from my bed and hence its brevity and imperfection. 

Yours truly, H. B. HENDERSHOTT. 
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LETTERS FROM ABSENT MEMBERS. 

FBOM BON. T. 8 PABVIN. 

CEDAB RAPIDS, Iowa, January 10, 1898. 
B. F. Gue, Des MoiDes, Iowa: 

MY DEAB FRIEND-I am just in receipt of your letter this afternoon. I 
leave to-morrow noon, but, as the printers say,stop the press to write 
you. I spent Saturday and Sunday in Iowa City, the first a day of busi· 
ness and the second visiting with my daughter and her family. While 
there Major Alder sent me a copy of the Register containing your very 
interesting, instructive, and valuable article on the first general assembly 
held in Des llloines. I read the entire article with much pleasure, because 
it brought freshly to mind so many facts that were altogether familiar to 
me, and in some of which I had a part. I coul-:1 have whispered in your 
ear, had I known of the publication of the matter, some matters that 
would have been both amusing and instructive, as illustrative of the char· . 
acter of some of the prominent members,-one especially,-my old friend, 
J, B. Grinnell. I shall have to postpone, however, the telling of the story, 
with others, which I may in some future time relate. 

Now, my friend, that entire paper should be presented to the associa· 
tion and incorporated in their proceedings, and published as a historical 
sketch of that first general assembly in Des Moines. 

I agree with you that a somewhat full history of the first territorial 
legislature should be published, and am inclined to think that no one, pres­
ent or past,, could do the work better than myself, if I had the leisure, as 
I knew personally every member of both houses. I do not recall at this 
moment whether the history of the First state general assembly has been 
written, though I rather think it has. If not, then that should be pre. 
pared, so as to have the first of the assemblies of the territory, of the state, 
and at Des Moines. 

I had a very interesting letter to-day from my old friend, Judge 
Springer, the president of the convention of 18r>7. He is in Texas, at Fort 
Worth, in very feeble health, which I much regret to hear. 

I had, a few days since, an interesting letter from another old timer, 
Judge J. F. Kinney, of San Diego, Cal. He was one of the three first 
judges of the state supreme court, you will remember. 

Now, my friend, don't fail to have that paper of yours of the first Des 
Moines assembly published with the proceedings of this year. 

It is a source of much regret to me that I am not able to attend the 
coming meeting, because, as you say, I have attended all of the previous 
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ones, and shall mill very much the band-shaking of the few survivors of 
"ye olden time" that may gather together upon the coming occasion. 

I shall leave Iowa on the lOth of the coming month for an extended 
Tislt to Mexico, visiting for the sixth time its great capital city and spend. 
ing some time with my sons at San Luis Potosi. I had long desired to pre­
pare a paper, either for the &~~ociation or for publication, in reference to 
the first territorial legislature of Iowa. There is but 'a single member of it 
living, Dr. Gideon S. Bailey of Van Buren county, who, from infirmity of 
age (although he is only four or five years IQY senior) is incapable of pre­
paring such a paper as he could and should have prepared a quarter of a 
century ago. He waa one of the most active. and useful members of that 
first session, and could have prepared a much better paper than I, although 
at the present time I am probably the only person competent to execute 
this work, but I am so pressed with labor in the preparation for an early 
departure and long absence that I cannot, as I see my way at present, pre­
pare the paper. If I had a typewriter in Mexico, and the journals of that 
session, I might find time there, but with my right hand still lame and 
trou bUng me, the task would be quite difficult for me to accomplish, so that 
I dare not give you any aSBurance of my ability to undertake the work. 

I have not heard whether the proceedings of the meeting two years ago 
have been published or not. I judge not, beea.use I have received no copies. 
I wish when the volume is complete that you would send me half a dozen 
copies. The reason of this is that I have placed in this 1\brary in the Iowa 
department, also in my son's library here and another in the Republic of 
Mexico, because I wish him to keep advised of the progreSB of our history, the 
previous volumes; then I bad nicely bound all the previous volumes and 
placed them in the library of the Young Women's Christian &~~ociation at 
Iowa City, because 1 want "my girls" to study Iowa history. So you see 
I can make good use of half a dozen copies, and I am sure that you are 
actuated by the same motive that baa controlled my aetion for many, many, 
years to "put things where they will do the most good." 

I am in moat excellent health, and if I ea.n escape, this winter, the return 
of the grip, think I shall come home in very much better condition than 
from previous visits. I weighed when I went to Mexico this mon,th a year 
ago 112 pounds; bad the grip two months and came home weighing 102; 
was weighed Saturday and weigh 112~, half a pound better than a year 
ago. -I have bad this grip six winters in succeBSion; enough, certainly, 
to satisfy the ambition of the most ambitious man in the health. department 
of the country. 

1 shall make my principal stoppage at San Luis Potosi, where I have two 
sons engaged in railroad work, the elder being chief engineer of the grea' 
railway system, and when your session is over I would be pleased to bear 
from you of that and of any other matter of interest you may be pleased to 
communicate. Remaining as ever, your old time friend, 

T. S. PA.Bv:m. 

SAN LUIS POTOSI, Mexico, February 17, 1898. 
Msj. Hoyt Sherman, Des MoiDes, Iowa: 

MY DEAR MAJOR-Do not be surprised at receivinl' congratulations 
upon your aelection (so in harmony with my views and the "eternal fitness 
of tbinga") as president of the Pioneer Lawmakers' Association. This is not 
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perfunctory as an old member but as an old friend and citizen of our 
beloved Iowa. I have known you long and well since and before the 
removal of the capital to Des Moines, when I was an officer of state, and 
during all tbese years have recognized in yon one of our best and most 
useful citizens. 

I regretted very much I could not be with yon at the recent reunion, 
but having had the grip for sb: winters, my family insisted that I should try 
and escape it by running away; but of no a nil; it followed me, and for three 
weeks I have sni!ered much from it. I receive the Register daily and so 
keep posted on what is •going on in Des Moines, Washington, eto. 
This is the first and only meeting I have missed. You may not know, 
but I celebrated my eighty-flret anniversary the day I crossed the Rio 
Grande and when not sui!ering with my old enemy, the grip, can "shove 
along and keep moving" with any of the boys of flfty years, and when at 
home work as hard and ei!ectually as ever, saTe that I get tired, a feeling 
that in earlier years never troubled me. 

Have you evet' visited this land? I met Governor Larrabee, Judge 
Shira.s, their families and friends (tourists) a week ago, and my son Theron, 
a civil (chief) engineer entertained them with as many (25) Mexicans 
(speaking English) including the governor, his wife's uncle and General 
Rivera, her father, much to the delight of our Iowa friends. 

But pardon this, I only meant to eongratulate you, my old friend, upon 
the honor so worthily bestowed by my and your colleagues. May the 
mantle of our beloved Wright fall upon you and make your administration, 
like his, an abundant succel8. ETer and very truly, 

T. S. PARVIN. 

FROM GOV. WILLIAM LARRA'BEE. 

HoD. B. F. Gae, Des MoiDes, Iowa: 
CLERMONT, Iowa, January 81 1898. 

MY DEAR GovEBNOR-Yonl's of tbe 7th is received. I expect to leave 
home in a few days to be absent a month or more, and hence it will not be 
possible for me to prepare the papers suggested for the meeting of the 
Pioneer Lawmakers. You will flnd in the Annals a very good biographical 
sketch of Judge Murdock. In the historical record at Iowa City, therehaa 
been published a good biography of Judge Noble. Tbe latter was written 
by Mr. Crosby after full consultation with the friends of the judge. t I 
regret that I cannot be with you at the coming meeting of the association. 

Yours very truly, WM. LARRABEE. 

FROM GEN. G. II. DODGK. 

No. 1 BROADWAY, NEw YoRK, December 21, 1897. 
HoD. B. F. Gue, Des MoiDes, Iowa: 

MY DEAR GoVERNOR-! am in receipt of yours of December 15th. 
Nothing would give more pleasure than to be present at the reunion of 
the Pioneer Lawmakers, but it is very uncertain wher~ I will be at that 
date. There are a great many members of ypur association whom I haTe 
known long, and whom I met at an early date, and I appreciate that if it 
was possible for me to be present, it would be a great pleasure for me to. 
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meet them. If I cannot be present, I will endeavor to send you a letter 
that you can read, which may be of interest. 

Very truly yours, G. M. DoDGE. 

FBOM GOV. C. C. CARPENTER. 

FoRT DoD&K, Iowa, January 10, 1898 
Hon. B. F. Gae, Des Moines, Iowa: 

DEAR GovsBNoB-I have your letter of the 7th inst. and also the 
enclosed documents. I hope I may be able to attend the reunion of Pio­
neer Lawmakers on the 9th of February, prox. 

l:f any members, or persons entitled to membership, have died in the 
Eleventh district during the past two years I would like to write something 
in regard to them; but I hardly know how I am to get these facts. Can 
you put me on the track? 

1 have read your very dne article in the Register concerning the Seventh 
general asaembly. I th:nk you did full justice to everybody but yourself. 
I remember that you were the chief promoter of the Agricultural College 
enterprise, and as the institution grows in induence ita early defenders 
should not be forgotten. Yours truly, 

C. C. CARPENTER. 

FROM GOV. ALVIN SAUNDERS. 

OMAHA, Neb., February 3, 1898. 
DEAR GovERNOR Gus-Permit me to return tp you my sincere thanks 

for your invitation to me to attend the sixth session of the Pioneer Law· 
makers of Iowa, to be held on 9th instant. I had so much pleasure in 
meeting so many old friends at the meeting of the association two years 
ago, that I felt I must attend those meetings regularly if possible. But I 
have had a two months' tussle with the grippe and am not able to come 
this time, whieh I regret very much. While inany, very many, of my old 
friends and acquaintances there have fallen asleep, still I see many names 
left in the list in the cireular, which call to mind pleasant recollections of 
the past. When I see such names as are found in your circular, as Col. 
John Scott, Dr. G. S. Bailey, T. S. Parvin, Col. Dan Anderaon, Lewis Tod· 
hunter, L W. Ross, R. 8. Funkhouser, H H. Trimble, Hoyt Sherman• 
Ex-Governor Sherman, Ex·Governor Carpenter, J . F . Duncombe, C. C. Cole, 
G. L . Godfrey, and others, I feel that I would indeed be in the house of 
my friends if I could only be there. All I would ask and hope is, that this 
meeting may be as' pleasant to you all , as was your last one to me. 

I a'Ql, dear goTernor, with great respect very truly yours, 
ALVIN SAUNDERS. 

FROM JUDGE DILLON'S SON . 

Gov. B. F. Gue, Des Moines, Iowa: 
NEW YORK1 January 51 1898. 

DEAR SIB-Qn Christmas eve my father had a number of relatives visit­
ing him at his country home. At about 9 o'clock in the evening one of the 
servants reported that one of the chimneys was emitting aparks in auch a 
degree as to be dangerous. My father went out in the dark to see about 
it and fell over a small carriage block which stood near the front door; hia 

_leg bent under him and he broke both bones about six inches above the 

Digitized by Coogle 



PIONEER LA.W-MAKERS' ASSOCIA.TION. 161 

ankle. I spent yesterday with him. I found him restiug oomfortably and 
e't'erything progressing as rapidly and fa't'orably as can be expected. My 
father wished me to write you fully about his accident. Of course, under 
theN circumatancea, he will not be able to be present at the coming 
reunion of the Pioneer Lawmakers' Aaaociation on Febnary 9th, b11t my 
father wishes me to state that if his recovery progresses rapidly he would 
endeavor to write a paper for the occasion. He said to me on leaviug, 
"give beat regards to my old friend, Go't'ernor Gue, and offer to him bea' 
rreetings for the New Year." Very trnly yours, 

JoHN M. DILLON. 

PBOif SERATOB J.A.Ifll:8 BABLAR, 

MT. PI&.A.S.A.RT, Iowa, January 8, 1898. 
DBAB GoVEBROB-1 received your letter. of 15th ult., by due couree of mail 

and am now in receipt of your second letter, relating to the approaching 
session of Pioneer Lawmakers, and haTe to ssy that I delayed acknowledg­
iug the receipt of the 1irat hoping that I might, as the days passed, find 
myself in a condition to make the engagement suggested. But as I do not 
see my way clear to do so, I regretfully request that my name may be 
omitted from the program. 

Hopiug that you may all ha't'e a delightful reunion, I am, with grea' 
respect and affection for you and all our aaaociatee in this brotherhood, 

Tour obedient servant, JAs. H~A•. 

l"BBif BOR. JOHN .A.. KA880R. 

DEP.A.BTifEl!I'T OF 8TATB, W.A.SIIIli'QTON, } 
OFFICE OF SPEOU.L COiflfi88IONEB I'LENIPOTENTI.A.BY, 

February f, 1898. 
BoD. B. If'. Gae, Secretary, etc., Des Moines: 

DB.A.B GovEBRo• GUB-The Pioneer Lawmakers assemble very soon in 
their biennial meeting. I regret that it is impossible for me to meet with 
them this year. I beg you to convey to them my fraternal greetings. I 
wish for them long continued years of health and proeperity, as well as for 
the state which they have done so much to build up in worth and honor. 

Yours most slucerely, J OBR A. KAasol'l'. 

FBOif BON. JOHN BUSSELL. 

ONSLOW, Iowa, January 2f, 1898. 
MY DBAB Fma:RD .GuE-1 received your last letter to-day requesting me 

to prepare a paper for the meetiug of our old legialators to be held on 
J'ebrnary 9th. 

I have been atBicted with sore eyes for aeTeral weeks past and haTe 
done llUle reading or writiug duriug that time. Unless they speedily get 
well I will be unable to attend or take part in the proceedings of the body, 
That being the case you had better leave me off the program. 

If it is so I can, I want to attend and meet once more with the dear old 
friends of other days. As it is, I cannot promise the preparation of any 
paper, but will try, if circumstances are favorable, in the future. 

If I cannot be present to take part in the meeting I trust you will qaTe 
a grand reunion of the old guard, while you talk over the reminiscences of 

11 
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the paat and contemplate the glories of the preaent Iowa aa largely the 
reault of the wiae and practical common-sense legialation of our earlier 
legialaturea. Your old friend, .Tollll RuBSKLL. 

J'BOif .JUDeK H. B. HKBDKBSHOT'l'. 

0TTUKWA 1 February 7, 1898. 
BoD. B. F. Gae, Secretary: 

I>EAB Sm-I have juat received notice of the meeting of the Pioneer 
Lawmaker&' A880Ciation of Iowa, to take place February 9, 1898. I deeply 
regret my inability to be preaent on that occaaion, and to meet again the 
members of the &880Ciation. I hope your meeting will be aa pleaaant && 

ita purpoae is patriotic. Tender kind greetings to all preaent. 
Reapectfully youra, H. B. HENDKBSHOTT. 

J'BOif HOB. A. H. lf'OBABY. 

KB08AUQUA1 February 21 1898. 
To HoD B. F. Gae, Secretary of tbe PiotJeU Lawmalt.ertl AIIIIOCiatiop, Dell 

MoiDes, Iowa: 
It ia with feelings of gratitude that I acknowledge the receipt of an 

invitation with others to be present and take a part in a reunion of the old 
Pioneer Lawmaker& in Des Moines, on the 9th, lOth and 11th of the present 
month. It gives me pleaaure to haTe my mind called back to those happy 
days when the vigor of manhood was upon us, both mental and physical. 

· We were 80 completely imbued with the interestaof our embryo state, that 
we would leave our farms, ahops and offices and go to the capitol to aid J.n. 
enacting auch laws aa would lead our beautiful state to its preaent and 
future high position. We not only legialated but we taxed ourselvea 
severely to build school-houses, churches, cities, colleges and univeraitiea, 
and we bea-an to feel the weight and duties of yeara bearing heavily upon 
us while atrength waa declining, though our energy waa unabated for th& 
prosperity of our beautiful state, and, in our enfeebled condition, we are 
8till trying to make our state blOSBOm as the ro86. I would, in this con­
nection, insist upon enry officer in the state performing his official dutiea 
80 aa to sustain our reputation for honesty and morality, for we are only 
great as we are good. I am still unable to walk without my crutch. My 
rheumatism, sciatica and neuralgia ia upon me and I am largely condned 
to my room. While it would be a valuable treat to me to be with you on 
the 9th, loth and 11th, my af8iction ia such that I could not enjoy it, ther&­
fore I aak you to excuse me. My age has much to do with my helplessness~ 
8' years is a pretty heavy load. 

I hope you will have a happy time. A. H. McCBABY. 

J'BOif COL. H. H. TBIIIBLE. 

KEOKUK, Iowa, December 20, 1897. 
HoD. B. F. Gue, Iks MoiDes, Iowa: 

MY DEAB Bm-Yours of the 15th at hand. I am much obliged for your 
kind invitation, and intend to arrange to be present at the meet­
ing, but I hope you will not expect me to deliver any set address. Thia 
takes a lot of bard work, if the address is to amount to anything, and that 
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is a kind of work that I am trying to aYoid. I haYe now all the hard work 
that I want to do, in fact a trood deal more than I want to do. 

I am not situated to add anything to the history of the state that would 
be of any real value, unleas I should go to work and make diligent inveatl• 
ption so as to refresh my recollection on dates, names, circumataacea, e~ •• 
and this kind of work I do not like to •ndertake. Besidea I do not belieye 
I am specially fitted for that kind of labor. But I thank you for the in vita· 
tion, and will be present if poasible. Yours trulJ, 

H. H. TBIIIBLB. 

FBOII BON, NATHAN UDELL, 

DENVER, Colo., 109 W. Ellsworth street, December 27, 1897. 
Gov. B. F. Gae, De• Moillft, Iowa: 

MY DEAR Sm-Your letter oyer your own well known signature stirs 
up quite pleasantly many scenes of long, long time ago. Our relations in 
the senate and elsewhere, were ever without a jar. I cannot promise posi· 
tively that I will send you a paper, but I will try to prepare a short one. 
I am now almost 81 7ears of age, and my faculties, neTer brilliant, feel 
the wearing impreasof time Yours sincerely, 

N. UDELL. 

FBOII BON. J. II. 8BAFFEB, 

KEOKUK, Iowa, January 21, 1898. 
HoD. B. F. Gu~, Secretary, De. Moilles, Iowa: 

MY DEAR .SIB AND OLD FBJBND--1 shall not be able to attend the 
meeting February 9th. I am hedged in with a heap of work, common· 
place enou.rh, but it has to be done. The day comes, the routine begins, 
the day goes, and there seems to be no tangible result of the apparently 
well·apent hours. 

I have no doubt you will have a .rrand meeting, and that what may be 
gathered in will make a volume of great interest. It takes away the keen 
edge .of my desire when· I think of the splendid fellowa of 1862 and later, 
and know that theJ have gone into the sllencea. Not a dozen can I recall 
whom you will meet FebruarJ 9th. 

Wishing you great succeas in orgaaizin~r and recording the meeting, 
and your health, peace, aad gladness, I am ever your friend, 

J. llrl. 8BAFFEB, 

I'BOII BON. 8. G. FINNEY. 

BLAKEBBUBG1 Wapello Co., Iowa, J'ebruary 7, 1898. 
To the PoiDecr Lawmalen' Aaociation ofiowa: 

GENTLEMEN-Being deairous of meeting witlt your body on the 9th inst. 
depend• upon my physical ability, the weather, etc., etc. 

I think my claim to membership in your association is clear from the 
fact that I came to Burlington, Iowa territorJ in 18•1. Later on I moved to 
l'airfield, and was elected its first mayor in 18U. Subsequentl7 I moTed 
to Blakeaburg, Wapello county, Iowa, in 185•, and in 1856 waaamemberof 
the bouse of representativea, it being the last seasion held at Iowa City, 
since then at Des Moinea. Your scribe wishes to make favorable mention 
of his beintr in Washington, D. C., in J nne, 1856. Gen. A. C. Dodjle was then 
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United States senator. ll:x·Governor Dodge of Wisconsin was also a sena­
tor from that state, father and son occupying seats and desks adjoining in 
the senate chamber, a circumstance without a parallel in the history of the 
count:-y. 

Bon. Geo. W. Jones, of Dubuque, was also a senator from Iowa at that 
time. Bon. Bernhart Benn was a member of the bouae; be then lived in 
J'ai.rdeld. 

Judge Cbaa. Muon, of Burlington, was commissioner of patents. Henry 
Clay Dean, of Mt. Pleasant, was then chaplain in the senate. One circum· 
stance deserves mention: upon his arrival in Washington, and stopping at 
Brown's Hotel, the clerk assigned him ro1>m No. 3L8, which he occupied 
one hour. The clerk asked him why he desired to change his stopping 
place. The chaplain's reply was "I have bad room one hour, and the privi· 
lege of traveling over three and one-half miles of plank road to get there." 
The people in Washington and Baltimore had it for breakfast in the morn· 
ing papers; that gave him notoriety at once. 

Those worthy names mentioned have since passed away down the 
stream of time, leaving a bright history in the memory of this association 
and those who may succeed them hereafter. Conscious that the world has 
been made better for there having lived in it, this ends my drat chapter 
in pioneer life. Very respectfully, · S. G. FINNEY. 

FBOM PROF. S. N. FELLOWS. 

FAYETTE, Iowa, February 3, 1898. 
Gov. B. F. Gue, Secretary PioD«r Lawmakers' Association: 

DEAB SIB-I beg leave through you to convey to the coming meeting of 
the Pioneer LaWlDakers' Association, the "greetings and God bless you," 
of Dr. Sylvester G. Matson. D ctor Matson was a member of the consti· 
tutional convention that framed the drat constitution of Iowa. Be was 
also a member of the l'irst general assembly which met at Iowa City, 
November 30, 1846, and also in exira session January 3, 1848. 

Doctor Matson was born in Vermont, March 5, 1808, and at this writing 
lacks thirty days of being ninety years old . 

. Be is proud of Iowa, of her history, her institutions, and of the noble 
men with whom be was associated in laying the foundations of her great­
ness. 

For fourteen months be bas been condned to the house and home of hla 
daughter, wife of Rev. S. N. Fellows, D. D., who has tenderly cared for 
him. Be is now very feeble in both body and mind, and will doubtless 
soon pass away. Be now sends his last greetings to the aasociation. 

Yours respectfull7, 8. N. FELLOWS. 

FBOM BON. JOHN F. DUNCOMBE. 

FoBT DoDGE, Iowa, February 5, 1898. 
Bon. B. F. Gue, Des Moines, Iowa: 

DEAB SIB-Since agreeing to read a paper giving my recollections of the 
Spirit Lake expedition on the 9th inst., Barl & McCabe, attorneys for 
plainti1rs iu overcbrge cases involving something like 1200 000 against 
the IDinola Central Railroad company, have given me notice to take 
<\epoaitions in Chicago. I wrote to Mr. Andrews, the asaiatant general 
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14'licitor, asking him to attend to the taking of these depositions on the 
Gth inst., but he insists that I must be present on that day, much to my 
disappointment and very great regret. 

· I have written Barl & McCabe of Council Bluffs, asking them to post­
pone this until the afternoon of the lOth inst. I could then read my paper 
and that night go to Chicago. At the request of Mr. Ellsworth, the city 
editor of the Capital, I sent him a copy of the paper which I have prepared. 
I enclose you a copy also, eo that in case it would be imposaible for me to 
be present you will kindly read the paper for me. I shall be present if it 
is possible for me to be there, but the very large sums of money involved in 
these cases and their importance make our general solicitor and hia 
asaistant absolutely demand my presence, but I feel very sure that when 
Harl & McCabe get my letter they will release me on that day. 

Yours very truly, J. F. DUNCOMBE. 

Mr. Duncombe was able to be with us one day and read his 
very interesting paper. 

FBOM JUDGE J, H. BOTHBOCK, 

Hou. B. F. Gue, Des Moines, Iowa: 
CEDAB RAPIDS, July 9, 1898. 

MY DEAD SrB-1 have been in the south for some time. Your letter in 
reference to preparing a sketch of the lives of Wm. P. Wolf and Wm. 
Miller was forwarded to me but did not reach me and was returned here. 

Judge Winslow prepared a paper in reference to Wolf and it was read 
at the last meeting of the State Bar association. I furnished part of the 
data, and his family aided in the matter. If I were to prepare anything 
now, it would be merely a repetition of that read at the State Bar associa­
tion. 

I knew Miller personally, but bad little knowledge of his life other 
than his service on the bench. He has a nephew, a lawyer in Des Moines, 
named Miller, who is associated with the attorney-general. He could give 
you the necessary facts. 

I regret that I did not receive your letter at an earlier date. 
Yours truly, JAMES H. ROTHROCK. 

FBOM BON. C. SANBORN. 

MAli!CHESTEB, Iowa, February 4, 181l8. 
Hon. B. F. Gue, Des Moines, Iowa: 

DEAD SJB-1 saw by a notice in the State Register that the ancient law­
makers are to meet soon in Des Moines. 

I was a member of the house of representatives in the Twelfth and 
Thirteenth general assemblies, and it would give me great pleasure to meet 
with the survivors who may be present. And it is barely poss:ble I may do 
eo. But if I am not present, please remember me kindly to those who may 
be present, who belonged to that period. Yours truly, 

CUMMINGS SANBORN, 
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I'BOM BOIIf, TBOIU.8 B. KNAPP, 

IowA FALLs, Iowa, February 8, 1898. 
Hon. B. F . Gue, &cretaty, Des Moines, Iowa: 

DBAB Bm-1 regret to inform you that contrary to our expectations, 
Bon. L. 0 . Blisa and myself will not be able to attend the meeting of the 
Pioneer Lawmakers' Association at Des Moines to-morrow. 

Mr. Bliss is seriously ill, and unforeseen circumstances prevent me from 
doing 10. Wishing the association a pleasant and happy time, 

I am, very truly yours, THo&. B. KNAPP. 

FBOM HON. 8. K. B08Bli!KBAI!fS, 

WBBSTBB CITY, Iowa, February 51 1898. 
Hon. B. F. Gue: 

DBAB Sm-Yours of the 3d received, inviting me to attend a reunion of 
the Pioneer Lawmakers. It would a:ft'ord me great pleasure to attend, bat 
I am unable to say whether I can, as my health is not good and I do not 
go much in the cold weather, still I may come if the weather is moderate. 

Thanking you, I am truly yours, 
s. K. RosB.NKBAl'!s. 

FBOM HOl'!, W, C. WOODWOBTH. 

MABSHALLTOWN, Iowa, January 28, 1898. 
Hon. B. F. Gue, Des Moines, Iowa: 

DBAB Sm-1 see the president of the Lawmakers' A!ISoeiation baa iaaued 
a call for a meeting of said association, and all others who participated in 
making laws twenty-five years or more ago, to attend said meeting. I 
was a representative from Henry county in the Ninth general assembly, 
the winter of 1862. I should be happy to meet with you, and if my health 
will permit and the weather is good will do so. I am getting well along 
in years-will be 81 if I live until June nezt. Hopinjl' your meeting will 
be a happy one, as I have ·no doubt it will, should I not be able to attend, 
would like to have my name added to the list of members. 

Truly yours, W. C. WOODWORTH. 

FBOM HON. I. P, TBTBB. 

NEW SHABON, Iowa February 1, 1898, 
Hon. B. F . Gue: 

MY FBIBND--1 wish to be enrolled as one of the pioneer lawmakers, and 
if possible will be up. I was a member of the Ninth general assembly. I 
was, you will remember, senator from Keokuk county. Don't fail to remem· 
ber me to Colonel Scott. Yours truly, I. P. TBTBB. 

At the reception given to the Pioneer Lawmakers by Maj. 
Hoyt Sherman there was a large attendance of members of the 
legislature, state officers, and citizens of Des Moines. The State 
Register made the following report <Jf it: 
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Maj. Hoyt Sherman entertained at bia residence Wednesday evening 
in honor of the Pioneer Lawmakers, who are meeting and greeting thla week 
in sixth biennial &eBBion. The number of grey heads waa easily accounted 
for by the rules of the auoeiation, which renders a member of the state 
legialature eligible nnly twenty-five years after service. In'ritations were 
also quite generally accepted by the legislators and their ladies, aa well aa 
the state officers. The grand army men were out in force, and many were 
the reminiscences recounted and stories told of years gone by. The absence 
of formalities bat deepened the pleasures of the evening. Mrs. Frank 
Sherman, in a decollete gown of black mouueline,looked after the comfort 
of her guests, assisted by her slater, Mrs. Belknap, in white faille skirt, 
with fancy bodice of pink flowered silk and chjjfon; Mrs. Judge Deemer, 
wearing black satin and tulle, decollete; Mrs. E. R. Clapp, in black velnt, 
with sleeTes and vest of yellow brocade and lace, diamonds; Mrs. Pleaa 
Mills in yellow Dresden silk, black lace, and sash of yellow mouBBeline; Mrs. 
Senator Garst, in black and green novelty cloth, black braided; Mrs. C. V. 
Keith, white organdie, ruftled; Mrs. J. Everest Cathell, brown satin brocade, 
turquoise velvet and chiffon; Mrs. Senator McArthur, white flowered silk, 
and Mrs. Harry West, green satin brocade, point lace. Little Sara Sher· 
man, sweet and quaint in a black and white check silk, with black Tel vet 
bodice, directed the guests to the dressing rooms. A bowl of refreshing 
frappe stood in the recess of the stairway, and a two course s11pper waa 
served in the large dining room, where the table decorations were exquisite. 
A cut glaSB vase of pink and white carnations rested on beautiful linen 
embroidered in pink and outlined with carnations laid loosely around the 
edge, while grouped around were a half dozen single candlesticks wita 
pink shades. Mrs. Belknap's beautiful voice was heard with admiration in 
several Tocal selections, which were heartily appreciated. Among the 
notables present were Mr. Peter Melendy, State Treasurer and Mrs. Her­
riott, Judge Cole, Major Jones, Senat.Qr and Mrs. Berry, Senator Lothrop, 
wife and daughter, Represel1tative Dickins, Colonel Scott, Isaac Brandt, 
Representative Van Houten, Mr. Linderman, Senator Mullan, Senator 
Carney, Senator and Mrs. Garst, Senator and Mrs. McArthur, R. S. Fink· 
bine, Colonel Beal, Captain Powers, Major Davidson, Hon. Lafe Young, 
Representative and Mrs. Miller, Owen Bromley, Senato,. Lewis, Senator 
Kilburn and daughter, C. S. Wilson and daughter, Representative and Mra. 
Porter, SE~nator Ericson, Simon Casady and wife, Judge Casady, L. S. Ross, 
Judge Day, ex-Governor Dunpn, E. R. Clapp and wife, Maj. S. H. M. Byers, 
Mr. Bacon, Pleas Mills and wife, Mr. Steadman, Major Kellogg and daugh· 
ter, E. H. Stiles, Major Fleming, G. W. Bemis, SenatOr Bell, wife "nd 
daughter, and Lieutenant-Governor Milliman Gov. B. F. Gue, Gov. Frank 
Campbell, Bon. John F. Duncombe, H. F. Bain and mother, Miss Whitcomb 
and many others. 

HON. A. B. F. HILDRETH. 

In the Lewis memorial and biographical record of Iowa we 
find the following: 

Hon. Azro Benjamin Franklin Hildreth is a gentleman whose name is 
closely linked with the history of Charles City, Iowa. For overforty years 
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he has been the moTing spirit in the place. Be founded and for many 
yearsedited thelntelligencer, one of the oldest and most induential news· 
papers in the state. A more recent enterprise, which stands as a monu· 
ment to his business ability and desire to adTance the best interests of the 
city of his choice, is represented in the "Hildreth." 

The Hildreth is the dnest block in Charles City, and it contains the best 
appointed hotel and opera house in northern Iowa. In this magnificent 
structure Mr. Hildreth invested no leas than 1100,000, he beiug the heaviest 
stockholder iD the Hildreth Hotel and Opera Bouse company. This com· 
pany ia oftlcered as follows: Azro B. F. Hildreth, president; Charles B. 
Shaw, viee-preaident; and Julia A. Hildreth, secretary and treasurer. The 
hotel was formally opened to the public on March 8, 1894, at which time 
an elegant banquet, presided over by the president of the company, was 
tendered a large number of guests. From that date onward the house has 
steadily gained popularity and is now favorably known throughout the 
northwest;and well it may be, as it is moderu throughout and convenient and 
·artistic in all its appointments. The terra-cotta doors lend elegance to the 
rotunda, which is reached from the main street office entrance, and by the 
park entrance, and from the rotunda passages lead to all parts of the house. 
The arrangement of the rooms shows careful study. All the sleeping 
apartments, seventy in number, are well lighted and ventilated, and also 
well furnished, and when sunlight passes away at night, electricity takes 
its place. In short, the hotel is a model in its every department, and ita 
lessee, Charles B. Shaw, has all the qualifications of a first-class host. Be 
is also the manager of the opera house. The Hildreth opera house has a 
seating capacity of 1,000, and, like the hotel, has eTery moderu convenience. 
The stage and scenery are the beat in the state, and are highly appreciated 
by the players, as well as by the audience. 

Having thus referred to the prominent position Mr. Hildreth occupies 
in Charles City anQ. the enterprises of which he is the head, we would now 
direct attention to that page of his history, which bears more especially 
upon his early life and ancestry. 

Azro B. F. Hildreth was born in ChelSea, Orange county, Vt., on 
February 29, 1816, the eldest of a family of twelve children, six sons and 
six daughters. His father, Daniel Hildreth, was a native •of Pepperell, 
Mass., born May 2, 1782, and at an early age removed with his parents to 
Corinth, Orange county, Vt. Subsequently he resided several years in 
"Taverhill, N. H., in the family of John Page, afterward United States 

ator and governor of New Hampshire. 
"he Bildreths originated in England and were among the strictest of 

Pur. 'na. James Hildreth, the grandfather of our subject, reared hla 
famil.~ after the • straighte..t Puritan manner. His wife, whose maiden 
name was Esther Fletcher, was a daughter of Lieut. Timothy Fletcher, of 
revolutionary war fame. 

From Corinth, Vt., James Hildreth removed to Stanstead, Canada, 
where he died in 1818, at the age of 73 years. After his death Grandmother 
Hildreth made her home with her son Daniel. She passed away in Chelsea, 
Vt., in 1826, at the advanced age of 80 years. Daniel Hildreth married 
Miss Clarissa Tyler, a native of Piermont, N. B., boru July 5, 1794, their 
marriage being consummated June 9, 1814. 
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Azro B. F. Hildreth waa married to Mia& Llveria A. Knight, in Frye­
burg, Me., October 21, 1844. She was a woman of education and of sterling 
worth of character, and to her management and economy is due, to a large 
extent, her husband's succeaa as a llnancier. One child (Mary Liveria 
Aurette) was born of this marriage and died at an early age in Charles 
City. Mrs Liveria A. Hildreth paeaed away in Charles City, Dt"Cember 8, 
1890, aged 73 yeara, and 6 months. 

In 1858, and for several years thereafter, the state of Iowa had an 
educational legislature (separate from the general assembly) whose busi­
neaa it was to enact alllawa pertaining to her free publio schools and the 
State University. :Mr. Hildreth was a member of this state board of edu­
cation, and was prominent in the work of framing the laws which have 
given the Hawkeye state her superior educational syatem. Amid much 
opposition he aucceeded in opening to young ladiea the doors of the State 
University at Iowa City, there giving them in all respects equal rights with 
t.he young men. Thus was this institution made one of the llrat colleges 
in the United States to establish co-education. It should be added that, 
at the present time, the percentage of illiteracy in Iowa is leaa than that 
of any other 1tate of the American union. 

In 1863, Mr. Hildreth was elected a member of the Iowa general aeaem­
bly. Here his induence was decidedly marked. Be was placed on several 
of the more important committees, was chairman of the committee on 
schools and State University; a member of the committee on banking; also 
on printing and some others. Whjle there, through the induence of the 
legislature, be succeeded in inducing congreaa to pau a.n act giving a large 
tract of land to aid in the construction of the Iowa division of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul railway. This railway leads from McGregor, west­
ward through Charles City to Chamberlain, in South Dakota, and is now 
doin&' an immense busineaa. 

On March 1, 1892, Mr. Hildreth was married to Mrs. Julia A. Water­
house, 11t:t: Brock, his present companion, a native of Lincoln, Me. , and a 
lady of education and culture, and marked busineaa ability. By her former 
marriage she has two sons, William E. and Charles S. Waterhouse, both 
living in Boston, Mass. 

Mr. Hildreth now (1898) is in his 83d year, vigorous in health, step 
elastic, and posture erect. It is his boast that during his for.ty·two years' 
reaidence in Iowa, he has not lost one day by sickness. His religious 
views are those of the Unitarians. In politics be is a sta\lnch republican. 
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EX-GOV. CYRUS C. CARPENTER. 

BY CAPT. J. A. 0. YBOIIA.lf. 

Ex·Gov. Cyrus C. Carpenter, pioneer, Christian, soldier and states­
man, died at his howe in Fort Dodge, on Sunday, May 29, 1898, of Bright's 
disease. 

The shock of this sad intelligence came to the community on Monday 
morning without forewarning. Two weeks previous Governor Carpenter 
had officiated as pall bearer at the funeral of A. E. Haskell. For a little 
over a week only, had he been mi88ed from his office, and the general 
understanding was that he was but slightly indisposed. When the 
announcement of his death came on Monday, it was difficult of realization. 

A lonjl' cortege followed the funeral party to Oakland cemetery, where 
all that was mortal of Governor Carpenter was laid to rest in the Burk­
holder lot. 

Among those who came from abroad to attend the funeral were Gover­
nor Shaw and Private ~ecretary W. B. Fleming, Secretary of State Dobson, 
Ex-Governor Gue, Hon. Charles Aldrich, Mi88 Flora Wright, from Des 
Moines, and Arthur Burkholder from Washington. 

The funeral was held on Wednesday afternoon from the Carpenter 
home. The obsequies were the most impressive in the history of the city. 
Busin888 was entirely suspended during the funeral hours and all of the 
dags of the city hung at half mast during the day. The sympathy of 
friends from far and near had been expreased in a wealth of doral offer­
ings of the most elaborate description. The humble little home of Fort 
Dodge's moat honored citizen was surrounded for blocks around with 
carriages and the house itself was the center of a vast assemblage. The 
Methodist funeral service was carried out indoors, by Reverends Cochran 
and Green. Afterwards addresses were made from the front porch by 
Bon. John F . Duncombe, Ex-Governor Gue, Gov. Leslie M. Shaw and 
Capt. J. A. 0. Yeoman. 

Cyrus Clay Carpenter was born November 24, 1829, at Harford, Sus· 
quehanna county, Penn. There were six children in the family, three of 
whom survive: Gideon J., of Placerville, Col., Frederick D., a resi· 
dent of the same state, and Robert E., of Des Moines. When Cyrus was 12 
years old his parents died and the remainder of his youth was spent under 
the eare of his grandfather, John Carpenter, who moved to Harford from 
Attleboro, M&88. For a few years he lived the hard life of the down 
east farmer, laying the rudiments of what afterwards deTeloped into a 
broad and thorough education, during the short winter se88ions of the dis-
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trict schools. During a few terms of school teaching he later earned 
enough to take a brief course in the bumble little academy of his native 
towu. 

In 1852 his eyes and footsteps turned toward the west. He stopped in 
Licking county, Ohio, for two years, teaching school and carefully laying 
by enough money to take him to the frontier. It was in June, 1854, that 
be came to Des Moines, Iowa. A few days later, weary and foot-sore, be 
walked into Fort Dodge, with just one dollar in his pocket. 

At that time the government land o:flloe here was just about to open. 
He turned his attention to surveying, at the same time studyinv law and 
gaining admission to the primitive bar. He taught the first term of school 
in Fort Dodge in the winter of 1854-55, and surveyed the origin.al plat of 
the towu site. He was attached to the government survey and served aa 
chief of the survey in Kossuth county, in which there was then but one 
dwelling bouse. His long and useful record of public service began in 
1856, when be was elected county surveyor of Webster county. In 1857 he 
was sent to the first session of the Iowa legislature that met in Des Moinea. 
He was one of the Tolunteers at the time of the Spirit Lake mauacre in 
the same year. He was married to Susan Burkholder in 1864. She sur­
"1'ives him. 

At the outbreak of the civil war be was prompt to offer his services to 
his country and was given an appointment on the staff of General Rose­
orans. Later he served with General Dodge and the close of the war found 
him brevet colonel with General Logan. 

In 1866 he was elected register of the state land o:fllce, and was re­
elected in 1868. The crowning honor of his life work came in 1871, when 
he waa elected governor of Iowa He was re-elected. in 1873. · His first 
inaugural address made eloquent pleas for the establishing of a state uni­
versity and also a state agricultural college. 

At the expiration of his second term as goTernor be was, without his 
()Wn solicitation, made aasistant comptroller of the currency, which o:fllce 
he resigned two years later for magnanimous reaaons, that proTed bow the 
innate nobility of his character bad never been eullied by his political 
experiences. 

Returning to Fort Dodge he was promptly made a member of the state 
railway commission, which o:fllce be resigned and was sent to congress ae 
representative of tihe Ninth congressional district. He was re·elected two 
years later. The division of the federal district was one of his labors, and 
the selection of Fort Dodge as the United States court headquarters for 
the northern district was owing to his personal infiuence. The establish­
weRt of a system of government crop bureaus was also owing to his efforts 
while in congress. 

After the close of his congressional service his neighbors again called 
upon him to represent them in the state legislature, and he was the 
acknowledged leader of the legislative session when the famous prohibi­
tory amendment was passed. Under the Harrison administration be was 
again called upon to act as postmaster at Fort Dodge. He would have 
received the same commission this summer from President McKinley, had 
he liTed. 

For the past few years ex· Governor Carpenter has devoted his attention 
to his fine farm west of Fort Dodge and to his real estate business. 
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The lesson of a noble life never waa brought home to our people as 
when they stood before the open gran of Cyrus C. Carpenter. Fortunate 
ia the state or community that has held within ita limite a man who so 
truly Dlustrated every virtue that has belonged either to a Christian or a 
pagan age. 

Fort Dodge paused from ita labor to return in some slight degree the 
honor which his residence and public service brought to the community 
where he has spent all the years of his manhood. Nor did Fort Dodge 
mourn for her dead alone; gray-haired statesmen, young and enthusiastic 
serTitors of the commonwealth, the veterans whose loTe for him amounted 
to almost idolatry came from all parts of the state to render him the last sad 
senice which man can pay his fellow. The strong and the feeble from 
every walk of life, gentle women and prattling childr~n all came to do 
him honor and assist in bearing him to the green bills of Oakland. Never 
was service rendered more spontaneously; weeping comrades and neigh· 
bors lowered him to the grave where tender and reverent hands buried 
him beneath a "wilderness of dowers." No man ever liTed in the state 
who so simply, so thoroughly, and so beautifully exemplified the gentler 
virtues of life than tbls friend and neighbor of our people. 

He was a public serTant in the truest and best sense. He was thor­
oughly imbued with the spirit that belonged to the constructive states­
men of the early days of the repablic. To him the public eemce was a 
sacred thing as if be had been anointed therefor, and ·he brought to it all 
the strength ·of a clean and rugged manhood. No thouarht of personal 
aggrandizement, •DO desire for illegal wealth, no unholy ambition ever 
mingled therewith. The public service rather sought him, than be it. He 
bad his ambitions, it is true, but he became a public man only because he 
felt within himself the conscious power to serve the state and the people 
whom be loved so well. He never for a single moment entertained the 
thought of service otherwise than for the public good. 

He brought thereto the simple ways, the same unassuming manhood 
that marked his private life. WbateTer difficulties met him in the discharge 
of his public duties be overcame them as completely and quietly as any 
man who ever lived. Whatever seemed to be the path of duty, that be 
followed. Patient, earnest, patriotic and industrious he solvedeveryqaes· 
tion that came to him and evaded none. He was as heroic in his civil life 
as he was in his military career. Strong with that sense of power that 
comes to and inheres in men of absolute truth and sincerity he felt and be 
was equal to any task that the state might demand of him. . 

With the exception of his army service, and his election to the general 
assembly of Iowa, his public life began at the close of the civil war. 
EleTated to larger office at a time when, by reason of war, proper discrimi­
nation in the choice of public servants had not been exercised, he found 
almost all the channels of public life more or less corrupt. The era of the 
greatest corruption in our public life was then at band; the greatfortunes 
amassed while the patriotic armies were struggling to save the constitution 
and the union, tempted the men who entered public life as never before in 
our history. It was a corrupt and prodigate age, so much so that many 
clean and able men re-adjusted party lines upon this issue alone; upon such 
a stage our fellow citizen, our friend and comrade drat made entrance upon 
the larger service he rendered the republic. He never for one instant 
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feared for that stainless integrity that was born in him; neither did his fel· 
low men. Corruption shrank from him as "from the glance of destiny." 
The unclean lobbyist and the conspirator against the revenues of the state, 
passed him by without thought of trying him, and he avoided them as he 
would a pest-house. The very air and manner of the man marked him as 
belonging to that royal race of public men who dream of naught save that 
which is for the public good. In all his public life no man could put a fin· 

. ger upon a single act of his that was not honestly and faithfully done. 
His fellow citizens spent no time in explaining his record, for it shone with 
the same fixedness of truth and honor, in the firmament of public life, as 
the north star shines upon its fellow constellations of the universe. 

A Christian man first of all, he was never a canter, he never prated of it; 
he had added thereto all the high qualities of truth and honor; his life was 
absolutely stainlesa. With all the noble service that he rendered the great 
republic, he was, in his ways, the simplest citizen of the commonwealth. 
Strong as he was to serve the people, he was gentle as a woman throughout 
it all. Men honored him, women loved him, and children idolized him. 
Take him all in all he waa the knightliest soul that ever went up to God 
from the borderd of our state. 

With all that he baa done for his country he died poor. He never sought 
the glittering prizes of modern businesa life; be left but little behind him 
beside the memory of the manner in which he lived and served his fellow 
men; and yet it seems to the writer that he has left his adopted son, Clay 
Carpenter, a richer heritage than all the money of the Vanderbilt&. Of his 
army service it may simply be said that he was as faithful therein as in the 
civil life in which his fellow men knew him so well. Be filled l!o military 
position from which manlf men did, and· from which he might, easily have 
retired a wealthy man, but the thought of enriching himself at the expense 
of his country never entered his mind. Be enjoyed the friendship and con 
iidence in the highest degree of Generals Rosecrans, Dodge and Logan, but. 
to his fellow citizens in private life he never boasted of a military career. 
He loved the veterans of the civil war, he liked to give them counsel freely 
and upon his strong breast these men enfeebled by age, and many of them 
poverty stricken, loved to lean. They knew that he gave to them the best 
counsel that his experience in life co11ld give; they knew that his ear was 
open to every appeal, and he made their grief and their sorrow his own. 
He carried into his soldier life the same gentleness and tenderness that he 
did in his civil and social life. There was no veteran who stood beside his 
grave that did not weep for him. Comradeship in the largest and noblest 
aense he extended to them all. Generous soul that he was always, it was 
displayed to them in a larger degree than to anyone else. It is but a little 
tribute, dear governor, kind friend, honorable citizen, unaeldsh man, true 
patriot and loyal comrade, that we can pay. You have fought the good 
fight. You have made your march to that unkown and shoreless sea, which 
your Chriatian life baa lltted you so well to explore; you have won a more 
glorious height than Lookout Mountain or Mission Ridge, which your brave 
arms helped win and bold. Farewell loving neighbor, farewell noble man, 
farewell great citizen, farewell loyal comrade; there rests in that republic 
of the dead at Oakland the remaina of no more loyal comrade, of no truer 
man or gent.ler spirit than thine own. 
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JUDGE JAMES G. DAY. 

James G. Day was born in Jefferson county, Ohio, June 28, 1832, and 
waa the eon of George and Sarah Day. The family was of English descent 
and was founded in the early history of the country. In hie youth he 
attended the Richmond academy, and afterward entered the Cincinnati 
law aehool, from which he was graduated in the class of 1857. Be came 
soon after graduating to Iowa and settled at Afton, Union county. Be 
opened a law office and conducted a sueceaaful busineaa until the fall of 
1861, when be joined Company F, Fifteenth Iowa infantry, and went to 
the front with the rank of lieutenant. Be soon won the admiration of the 
men under his command, attracted the attention of bia superior officers, 
and was promoted to the rank of captain. Be took a prominent part iD 
many of the battles of the war, and at the historic battle of Shiloh, April 
6, 1862, he received a gunahot wound in the hip which compelled him to 
resign his commiaaion the September following. While in active service 
at Corinth, Captain Day was nominated by the republicans for the office of 
district judge, to which he was elected upon hia return from the front. 
Tbe eminent ability with which he diacharged the duties of the position 
caused hie re-nomination and~re-election, and he continued on the diatriet 
beneb until 1870, when he resigned to accept appointment to the supreme 
court of the state to 1Ul a ncancy caused by the resignation of Judge 
George G. Wright, chief justice, who bad been elected to the United Statea 
senate. Judge Day was nominated for the position at a conve11tion held 
previous to his appointment, and was elected in the fall of 1870, and by 
recurring elecltions contin11ed to occupy the office until January 1, 188f. 
The fall previous he had been a candidate for the election, but was 
defeated because of a celebrated opinion rendered by him relating to the 
prohibition amendment, then recently adopted, to the state constitution. 
Without regard to personal or political sentiment, Judge Day declared as 
a lawyer that the amendment had not received legal rati1lcation, but held 
it could be properly ~stabliahed, and that the delay neceaaary to accom· 
pliab the end in Tiew was a leaa evil than the violation of the organic law. 
He was sustained in the position taken by the beat legal talent of the 
state, but popular sentiment was hostile to the principles expressed in the 
opinion and he was defeated for re-nomination. 

T1e opinion on the above subject writtf n by Judge Day has 
attracted wide attention and is acknowledged to be a masterly 
document. It concludes with these strong words: 

The cause of temperance can sustain no injury from the loaa of this 
amendment, which would be at all comparable to the injury to republican 
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iDatituUona whJeh a nolation of Uaeoooatitution woald iD8ict. That large 
and respectable a.. of moral reformers which eo justly demaada Ute 
obeenaace and Ute eaforcemeat of law, C&Dnot aJrord to t.ake ita fl.rat 
reformatory atop by a nolatiou of Ute coDBtitutiou. Bow C&D it conala\­
enUy demaad of oUaera obediPuee to a conatituUon which it nolatea itaelf? 
The people C&D, iD a abort Ume, re-enact Ute amendmeat. In Ute matter 
of a great moral reform, the loea of a few years Ia nothiue. The conatitu­
tion ia the palladium of republie&D freedom. The young men comiDg for­
ward upon the stage of political action must be educated to nuerate it; 
tboee already upon the stage must be taught to obey it. Whatever iDtereat 
may be adY&Dced or may aulfer, whoever or whatever may be "voted 
up or voted down," no saerilegioua hand must be laid on the constitution. 

Taat Judge Day waa actuated by the moet CODBCientioua motives. that 
he stood like a rock for hia honest connction at a time when such connc­
tion meant diaaater to bimaelf, there were none to deny. The bigbeat 
integrir.y, the keenest moralaenae have always been accorded him, nor baa 
hia emiDence aa a juriat ever been questioned. In the quiet walks of 
private life; Judge Day was a maa whom to kDow was to respect and 
admire. Though reserved and dignified iD bearing, he was nevertheleea 
cordial to friends and genial to all. Be waa the aon of maa before whom 
there could be no wrong-doing. Bla memory will long be treasured and 
Ilia name held in deepest reverence iD this city which baa been the home 
of the family since 1884. 

Judge Day was thirteen years on the supreme bench of the state, and 
waa thrice chief justice. 

After leanug Afton Judge Day, some time in the latter '70's, located at 
Tabor in Fremont county. It was while at Tabor that Judge Day, becom­
ing iDtereated in a youth whom be first disc.;vered herdiDg sheep, found 
and developed Fred Lehman, whoee fame aa a scholar and able lawyer 
afterward became aa wide aa the boundaries of the state and who baa been 
for four or .6.ve years enll&gCd in the practice of law in St. Louis. Retirine 
from judicial calling, Judge Day removed to Des MoiDes and formed a 
partnership with Judge William Phillipa. Aboutoneyearagothefirm was 
dlaaolved by the retirement of Judge Phillips and a new firm organized 
under the name of Day & Corry. 

Be fl.rat met hla wife, then Miaa Minerva C. Manley, in Jefferson county, 
Ohio, in May 1856, at a May party, in which abe appeared in the role of 
Queen of May. December 1, 1857, be led her to the altar. 

Seven children, aix aona and a dauehter, ~d the union of Judge Day 
and bia· wife, while an infant aon, the youngest born reatll in Greenwood. 
Curtis L., the firat born, was graduated from the Iowa City college and 
Law school, and Ia now a leadiDg attorney of Omaha; George, who was 
graduated from Tabor college and from the law department of the State 
University, married Miaa Sarah Brown and Ia engaged in the practice aa a 
partner with Curtis; Mary, who ia the only daughter, ia alao a graduate of 
Tabor college and ia the wife of Edmond B. Edgar, now a prominent 
attorney of Minneapolis; Charles M., alao a graduate of Tabor college, ia a 
yo11ng man of a high order of literary ability and editor of the Siouz Falla 
Argus-Leader; Barry B., who waa educated at the Ames Agricultural Col­
lege, and who made a special study of electrical engineering, soon achieved 
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auccess in his ehoaen 1leld and is auperiotendent of the electric lia"ht plant 
at Hampton, Iowa; Edwin S. graduated from the Des Moines university 
and ia practicing medicine at Earlham, Iowa, while James G. Jr., who al.O 
graduated from Des Moines univeraity, ia engaged in the practice of law, 
being a member of hie father's 1lrm. 

The death of Judge James G. Day occurred Sunday afternoon, May 1at, 
1898, between 1 and 2 o'clock, at his residence, .1305 Ninth atreet. Death 
was without warning of any kind, resulting from heart failure. He waa 
talking to hie eon George a few minutes before his deatb and waa appar­
ently in good health. He was sitting in a chair and waa leaniu&' over to 
reach a book, when he gasped three or four times for breath and · sank 
back in the ohair dead. Restoratives were applied in vain . He had gone 
to join his beloved wife, who had preceded him a few week11. 
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~EGISTER OF MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE AT THE SJXrH SE:~SION OF TH.E PIONEER LAWMAKERS• 
ASSOCIATION, FEBRUARY 9, 10 AND 11, Hi98. 

NAKB POBTOFFIOB. STAT Ill. 
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PUCE 01" BIBTB. DATB 01" BmTB, 

P.M. Oasady .. ...... I Des Moines ....... ~-1-ow-a.-.-.-•• -.151 I Indiana .•..•••.•••. I December 3, 1818 •.•.. 

B. 8. Flnkblne ....... I Des Moines .. ........ 1 Iowa. .... I 41 I Oh1o . . ................ I July 11, 1828 ....... .. 

James G. Day ..... ··1 Des Moines ...... ··1 Iowa ...... 140 I Ohio ............... ·1 Juue 28, 1832 ....... . 

B. F. Gue ... .. •. .. •. • Des Moines ......... lowa...... 46 New York ........... December 25, 1828 .. . 

B. D. Kellogg .••. ••. I Des Moines......... Iowa ...... « New York. ........... l March 9,1818 ........ . 

John F. Duncombe .. Fort Dodge .......... Iowa. . . ... 43 Pennaylvania ••.•••. October S2, 1831 .... .. 

8. P. Yeomans. .... . .. Oharles Olty ......... Iowa.. .. .. 60 New York .••••••• . •. January 1!3, 18A ... .. 
L. L. Ainsworth ...... West Union .......... Iowa. ..... 42 New York ........... June21,1831 ........ .. 

1'. M. Knoll . .......... Sage ville. ............ Iowa. . .. 46 A.lsaC'e .. • .. • • • .. . • .. March 8, 1838 ..... . . . 

0. 8. Wilson .. .... . . Des Moines ..... . . .. Iowa. .. ... 511 
Owen Bromley . . .•••. 
B.A. Smith . ....... . 
J. H. Powers ........ . 
Samuel McNutt .... . 

Des Moines ...... . 
Okoboji.. ... ... .... .. 
New B'&mpton ..... . . 
Musca.tlne ... . .... .. 

Iowa ...... 41 
Iowa ... ... 41 
Iowa . . .... 41 
Iowa ..... « 

Hoyt Sherman .. ..... ! Des Moines ......... !Iowa. .•• •• 150 

Louisiana ••.••••• .• •. 
Wales ....... . ... . .. 
New York .. .. ....... . 
Vermont ......... .. 
Ireland ............ .. 

.:..:..:..:; isz·: .: :~ ·· :::::: 
October :::J.1880 ... ... 
May 22, l~W . .. .. . . 
November lll, 18115 ... 

Ohio...... • • • • • .. • . • • I November t. 1827 ••• 

OBABAOTBB 01" ORICIAL B&BVIOB AKD 
TJlfB 811RVBD. 

District judge and member ot senate In 2d 
and 3d l(eneral assemblies. 

Meiliber r;f bou•e Jn lOth and 11th ceneral 
a~.emblles and superlnteodent of capitol 
building 

District judge, 1861 to 18i0, and supreme 
judge, 1870-188!. 

Member ot bouse, 1858-1860; senate. 1862-186l; 
lleutena.nt-gover• or, 1866-1868; U. S. pen­
SIOn agent !or low .. and Nebraoka, 1872-
1881. 

Member of house, 1860-1862, and major ot 
34t,h Iowa. infantry. 

Member of senate, 1860-1862; member of 
house, 1872-1880. 

Member of h use, 1854. 
Memb~r of senate, 1880-1862; of house, 1872; 
member of congress, 1875 ·1877. 

Member of housl', 1862-1878; member o!'sen-
... te, 186l-1866-1868-1870. 

Olerk of hou~e, 1886; member of house, 1878 . 
Member of house, 186l. 
Member of house, 1868 
Member of senate, lll60. 
Member ot house, 186l-1868-1868; senate, 1870-

1872-1874; U.S. consul to Venez•tela., 1890. 
Member of house, 1866; U.S . mllltary serv­

Ice, 1861-186l. 

~ 
t.:r;l 

~ 
tot : 
iP 
~ 

~ 

~ ,... 

~ 
?: 

..... 
:i 



0 
t§; 
;;;· 
(!) 
a 

~ 

CJ 
0 

~ ,..... 
rv 

LTST OF MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE.-CONTINUED. 

foi 

NAIIB. 
.sa: 

Bl'ATB. I~ I PLAOB Oll' BIBTB. POBTOJI'li'IOB. 

~.s 
------

DATB 01' BIBTB. 
OBo\BAOTBB OJ' OJI'I'COIAL BBBTIOB AND 

TIIIB 8BBVBD. 

A. B. F. Hildreth . ... Oharles Olty.... ... Iowa..... 42 Vermont......... . .. February 29,1816 .... Member state board of education, 1858-186ll; 
member ot hou&e, 1864. 

David Stewa.rt ....... North Liberty ....... Iowa. .... 88 Pennsylvania ....... . Ma•ch ~.1880.. .. Member of housP, 1870. 
John Meyer ...... ... . Newton.............. Iowa..... 42 Pennsylvania ........ February :18, 18114' ... Member of bouse, 18&)l; major of 28th Infan-

try; member of senate, 1866--186~-1878-1880. 
S. A. Moore.... .. .... Bloomfield.......... Iowa..... 45 Indiana ............. December 16, 1821 .... Meruber of Indiana legislature, 1850-1851; 

county judge; member of senate,1864-1866. 
Edward H. Stiles .. Kansas Olty ........ . Missouri.. 80 Oonnectlcut ..... ... October 8, 1836 ....... Member of bouse, 1864; senate, 1866; reporter 

of the supreme court of Iowa, 1866-1875. 
James D. Wright.... Charlton ............. Iowa...... 4ll Ohio ................ November 30, 1820 .... Memb>r of senate, 1868-1870. 
Warren B. Dungu ... Oharlton ............. Iowa ...... 42 Pennsylvania. .. ... September 1J, 1822 ... Member of senate, 1862; house, 1880-1862; sen-

ate. 1868-1890; lieutenant-governor, 1894. 
Oharles Aldrich .... . Boone ......... ....... Iowa ...... 41 New York ............ October a, 18.28 ....... Ohler clerk ot house, 1860-1862-1866-1870; mem-

ber of house, 1882. 
Ohester 0. Oole ...... Des Moines ......... Iowa. .. ... 41 New York........ .. June l, 1823..... ..... . Judge supreme court, 1864-1876. 
James Hilton ........ Hilton ............ ... Iowa.. .. .. 57 New York ............ July II, 1816. .. ...... . Olerk of district court, 18JIH848; county 

judge, 1857-1860; m"mber of bouse, 1872. 
Lewis W. Ross ...... Oouncll Blu:lfs .. ..... Iowa..... 42 Ohio .. . ...... . October 15, 1F27 ..... Member of senate, 186~-1866. 
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Apr116. 1817 . . . 
Decem her 28, 18Z4 .. .. 
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0. J. A Ericson ...... Boone..... ...... .. Iowa.. .. il9 8weden ............. .. 
T. B. Perry.......... Albia .. 00 00.. .... • .. luwa..... M Ohio ............... .. 

March 8, 1840 . . .. .• .. 
April 1, 1832 .. ..... .. 

L. Hol11op;sworth.... Des Moines ......... Iowa...... 44 Ohio ................ .. 
John M. Davis. ... . Des Moines ...... .. Iowa. 44 Ohio ............... .. 

March 5, 1881.. ..... .. 
June 25, 1831 ....... .. 

John F. Ho•klna ..... J M~~odrld ............. Jlowa ...... l 44 I Oblo ..... oo ........... l October 4, 18Sl..oo .. . 
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Member of house, 1856. 
Member ot house, 1866-18112-18114; clerk of 

supreme court, 1866-1872. 
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Member of senate,1892-18114; member of state 

board of education, 1858-1861. 
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Deputy secretary of statP, 1854-1863; depnty 

and chief clerk state land dept, 1867-1800, 
except seven months of 18'i6. 

Member of house, 1870. 
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E. J. Hartshorn ...... EmmetsbiUI .... .... Iowa. .... . 28 Vermon~ .... .. ....... June 18, 1M2 .. .. .. .. . 

E.Lindle~ ...... .. .. .. Des Moines .. ...... . Iowa .... . U North Carolina .. .... Augustll8,188t. .... .. 
Isaac Brandt .. .. .. . . . Des Moines ......... Iowa. ..... 4J Ohio . ...... .... ....... Apnl7,18ll7 .. .. .. .. .. 

Alonzo Abemeth~ .. . Osage ...... . ...... ... Iowa.. . .. . U Ohio ........ .. . .. . .. Aprtl 14, 1836 ........ . 

B. 0. Webb ...... .. .. . Des Moines ........ .. Iowa ... ... 33 Indiana .... .... .. August 80, 1837 .. . .. . 
J . M. Otis ........ .. .. Des Moines . .. .. .. . Iowa. .. .. iO .. ...... . ....... . .. .. ... May 21, 18111 ... ...... . 
F.T. Oampbell .... . Des Moines ... .. .... . Iowa. ... . iO Ohio ....... .. ....... . Ma.y8,1836 .. ....... .. 

George Schramm .... Dee Moines ....... ... Iowa... .. . 52 Germany... .. .... .... ll'ebruar~ 1.2, 1818 .. . 
G. L . Godfre~ .... .... Des Moines ... ... .... Iowa. . .. . 43 Vermont .. ... .... .. . November 4 .. ... ... . 
J. M. Brown .... ... Indianola .. .. ...... Iowa .... . d Pennsylvania .... : .. July 11, 1820 ...... .. .. 
M. A. Dashiell .... .. .. Indianola ... .... .. .. . lowa. ..... U Indiana .. .. ...... .. .. .. ...... .... .... .. .. .. 

o. 0 . Nourse .. .. .... .. Des Moines .. .. . .. ... Iowa..... . 47 Maryland .. .. .. .. .. .. Aprlll, 1829 .. .... .. 

William Porter .. . ... 

-. 

M~ber of houee, 1874; senate, 1670-1878-1880-

Member of boue, 18M. 
ASiistant state treasurer, 1887-18'1'8; member 

of house, 1874. 
Member of house, 1888; superintendent of 

public tnstruction.t..t8'12-1876. 
Member of senate, 11ft8-1880. 
Sergeant-at-arms of senate. 
Member of senate, 18'/0-1876; 11eut.-governor, 

1878-1880. 
Member of senate 1868-1884; house, 1881. 
Member of house,1888. 
Member of house, 1888. 
Member of house, 1868; senate, 187S-187._1880-

188S. 
Olerk of house, 1884; secretary of senate, 1858; 

attorney-general, 1881-1887. 
Reporter ln, 1858. 
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