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EXPLANATORY NOTE.
The long delay in publishing the proceedings of the last
meeting of the Pioneer Lawmakers' Association has arisen
from the failure of ~he general assembly to make an appropriation, at its regular session, to defray the expense. The
new Code enacted by the extra session makes permanent provi·
sion for the publication of our proceedings hereafter.
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ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION.
On the 28th of February, 1892, the following articles of association were
adopted by the persons in attendance at the third reunion of the pioneer
lawmakers of Iowa:
Name.-The name of this aeeociation shall be PioNEER LAWMAKERS'
ASSOCIA.TlON OF IOWA.

•

Wbo Eligible to Membersbip.-lte members shall ~nsletof all former state
ofllcere, including members and ofllcere of territorial and state legislatures,
senators and representatives in congress, members of the cabinet from Iowa,
United State& supreme, circuit and district judges, members and ofllcere of
constitutional conventions and state boards of education, judges and district
attorneys-who served twenty-dve years prior to each biennial reunion.
Time ofMeeting.-The reunions shall be held at the capital of the state,
beginning on the second Wedneeday of February of the years in which the
general aeeembly holde ita regular seaeione, unless otherwlee called by the
executive committee.
Otlicen.-The ofllcere shall consist of a president, and one vice-president
from each congressional district of the state, a secretary and two assistants,
and an executive committee composed of three members.
Election of Otlicen.-The ofllcere shall be elected on the second day of
each biennial meeting and hold their ofllcee two years, or until their eucceesore are chosen.
Inaugural Address -The addreu of the president shall be delivered at
the opening of each biennial reunion.
Committee on Publication.-on the morning of the drat day of each
reunion the president shall appoint a committe on publication, whose duty
it shall be to take charge of all papers read or received at the various seaalone, including resolutions and letters from absent members, and preserve
all recorda of such meetings. This committee shall, with the assistance of
the secretary, prepare the proceedings of each session for publication, and
supervise the printing and distribution of the same, and mail a copy of the
proceedings to each member.
EDrollment of Members.-At the opening of each session the president
shall invite all members present to enroll their names, giving their termsof ofllclaleervlce, place of birth, number of years in Iowa, and present postofllce address. Tkeee statistics shall be published with the proceedings.
Standing Committees.-The president shall at each session appoint a committee on etatietica, coneisting of one from each congressional district,
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whoee duty it shall be to prepare a biographical sketch of such members as
may die during the two years intervening between the time of their appointment and the next reunion. It shall be the duty of each member of this
committee to prepare biographical sketches of such members as may die in
the district in which he resides, all of which shall be reported to the next.
succeeding reunion for publication.
The following additional committees shall be appointed before the
adjournment of. the forenoon session of the first day of each reunion:
First.-on nominations for otllcers, flve members.
SecoDd.-on resolutions, flve members.
Tbird.-To visit the governor and convey to him an invitation to attend
the sessions of the reunion, two members.
Fourtb.-To visit each house of the general assembly and extend to them
an invitation to meet with the Old Lawmakers, four members, two for
each bouse.
Executive Committee.-It shall be the duty of the executive committee to
make all necessary arrangements for each successive reunion, and to flll all
vacancies in otllces.
All otllcers of this assocU.tion shall perform the duties ordinarily devolving upon such otllcers.
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FIFTH REUNION OF: THE PIONEER LAWMAKERS.
The association assembled at the auditorium of the Y. M. C.
A. building, in Des Moines, on the 12th of February, 1896, at
10 A.. M., and was called to order by Maj. Hoyt Sherman, chairman of the executive committee.
On motion, Col. John Scott was called to the chair, Hon. C.
S. Wilson acting as secretary.
Colonel Scott upon taking the chair delivered a short address.
The choir, consisting of J. W. Mu~y, Mrs. Cheek, Miss
Laird and Mr. Guiberson, sang "America."
l4,ayor Hillis made an address of welcome to the old law·
makers in whicb he complimented the members of the association on their youthful appearance, considering that they had
sat in Iowa's earliest legislatures. His honor said:
No one can rightly overestimate the value of such a meeting as this
here assembled, for though the social aspect with its renewal of old·time
friendships, its wealth of interesting reminiscences, is delightful and entertaining, yet its chief value is a verifier of history, an educator of youth and
a stimulant to the state pride, loyalty, and love of our citizens for peerless
Iowa.

Alluding to the growth of Des Moines since those early days,
thirty-nine years ago, when the city was incorporated, and which
was about the time when the first general assembly sat here,
Mr. Hillis gave staiistics as to public improvements, including
forty-three miles of paved streets and eighty-two miles of water
mains, and said:
When the first assembly met in Des Moines the number of inhabitant&
was less than 3,000 and the total of both real and personal pro~rty in the
whole of Polk county was in round numbers only $4,500,000. To· day the
&BBesaed valuation of Des Moines alone is nearly four times as much, or about
•17,000,000. Judge P.M. Casady, who is here to-day, was our first postmaster, and will testify that he carried all the mail coming to thte oftlce in
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his hat; or, U he is too modest to speak, I refer you to page 23 of Turrill's
History of Dee Moines. To-day it requires 100 men to manage our poetoftlce,
which does a businet!s of nearly $250,000 each year. We have unquestionably one of the healthiest cities of its size in the United States, our mortality
being only 8.6 per cent per thousand.

His honor closed by extending a. cordial welcome to the city.

THE PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL ADDRESS.

Hon. John Scott, the president of the association, then delivered the a.nnua.l address. He said:
PIONEER LAWMAKERS-My presence on this platform, standing beside
a chair which none of us could reasonably hope to flU, serves to most strongly
remind us of our loss. And while the occasion calls first for friendly greetings and congratulations that we are permitted under a kind providence to
as3emble in a fifth reunion of our association, ten years from the date of its
organization, the greatness of our loes is shown in the absence of the most
genial, kindly, loving and beloved face of our late president, the peerless m.t.n
and distinguished pioneer lawmaker, we must make the present something
of a memorial oCC&Bion. That it should not be entirely so is perhaps due
to his example and teachings. Who so loving as he? Who so gentle and
so tender as be? Yet when the mailed hand of the destroyer struck blows
unto the death, who in weak submission to the inevitable so brave, so strong
as he? From his teachings and example we learn that the steeper the hill
we are to climb the stouter the heart we must bring to the task.
When your executive committee notified me that I was expec~ed to
wield this gavel in the opening of this session, the sense of our loss and of
the responsibility suggested seemed more than I could bear. The contemplation of his noble qualities and his example gave new courage. !-therefore claim your forbearance, patience and aid in the discharge of the duties
and business that may come to us to-day.
And while our association will .take formal memorial action in recogni·
tion of the great loss we have sustained, it would not be consistent with the
long time kindly social relations with Judge Wright which it was my privilege to enjoy, were I to fail on this occasion to add.a handful of earth to
the mound which all the people raise in his honor.
The stat_e is greater and better because he lived therein, and was not
only a pioneer in her undertakings, and in laying broad, deep and with
solidity her foundations, but also because in the full powers of manhood in a
not uneventful time he gave of his wisdom and goodness to assist in erecting
and beautifying the structure that has been so happily reared thereon. He
was lone; and at all times the wise, faithful, conscientious and valuable servant of the public. His inftuence was always for the right, and was eminently helpful of the right. His was an inftuence ever potent for good •
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And withal, though he shone In hall judicial and legislative, and his merit
was recognized In the nation as well aaln the state he eupremely loved, his
crowning excellencies were only seen In hie social life; In the frlendthlps
he formed and In the hearts he bound to himself In his going out and In his
coming in as he trod the paths of every-day life, and In the privacy of his
-own family. This rare man-companion, friend, when shall we lock upon
his equal? When shall we again bask in the brightness of such a loving
smile, a smile that like the sun was brightness of Itself, and the cause of
brightness In the faces on which it shone? Peerless man! Pure, rare,
steadfast and true, ever kind, genial, forgiving and loving: Hail! and on
earth farewell!
Ploneer lawmakers, llfe Is accounted a blessing. Even the pagan and
the savage so regard It, and cling to it as to nothing else. And where
the sun shines, the 1l.owera give their perfume, the birds sing among the
trees, and all nature in her varied seasons gladdens the senses of man1 It is
something for gratitude that one has lived at all. But to have lived in the
progress of this century, to have seen Its advances In civlllZIIotion, and especlally that of the last half of It, to have seen ~nd been a part of such a growth
of empire In the mldet of this continent as the world bad never before witnessed, In all time, Is to have been favored beyond that which has been given
to peoples of other times and other Iande. Yet more, to have had one's lines
(last In a land with seven years of plenty, followed by seventy tlme3 seven
years of still greater abundance given to the hand of the diligent, and though
varied by sunshine and storm, never falling to fill the horn of plenty, is a
()Onditlon not known to even the famed opulence of the valley of the Nile.
To you, pioneers, It has been given to not only enter upon and enjoy this
rich Inheritance, but you have been blessed In the labors, the responeibllitiee,
and even the banlshlpelmpoeed by your position. You have marked the
road that others may follow without fear or danger. You have laid broad
and deep the foundations upon which a prosperous people do build. Already
millions of intelligent and virtuous citizens possess happy homes. and enjoy
an enviable prosperity made possible by the labors and foresight of yourselves and those whom you represented. Well are you entitled, as the
shadows lengthen, to the applause of those to whom this service was done,
including all the people, and to the approval of your own consciences.
The years of half a century of statehood have rolled away, preceded by
years of territorial infancy and growth, and yet men still live, and are of
ue to-day, who have seen and been a part of the magnificent development ·
we see around ue. There are now with us those who personally remember
the occupancy of this fair land by savages; who personally knew the great
Black Hawk, and his compeers, Keokuk and Poweshiek, and Wapello, and
Winneehiek, az:d have dined with them about their rude campfires from the
kettles of game and herbs prepared by the Indian women. They saw the
first cabins of white men erected In a locality that was known only by ita
geographical position, as "the mouth of the Raccoon fork of the Des Moines
river." May the added yeariJ sit lightly on them; and long may they live
to add dignity and interest to our successive conventions!
We have with us to-day some who have not met with us before. We
can not expreee with what gladness we give them especlal welcome. Their
presence comes to us as a benediction. We can only wish that they may

Digitized by

Goog Ie

10

FIFTH REUNION OF THE

have a full share of the joys given us by their greeting! May they often
come again!
This meeting is in the thoughts and hearts of many who from various
causes can not be here. Some of them are on beds of pain. Some of them,
through the lose or impairment of facultiea, can not safely travel, and would
no longer enjoy the social pleasures of our meetings. If we can, it ie our
duty to minister to these.
Many of those who have been with ue heretofore, or who are of ue by
right of service, have passed away since our last meeting. Of these perhaps the most widely known, because of hie long time and eminent services
in oounseie and labors, in war and in peace, as well as from hie admirable
personal qualities, was the late Gen. Ed Wright, a member of the executive
committee Our secretary will present the names of others, and with the
assistance of the proper committees suitable action may be taken by the
aseociation.
If it should be your pleasure to provide that our association should take
part in some suitable commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of Iowa's
statehood, that occasion would seem to offer the pleasures of a meeting not
provided for in our constitution. I offer the suggestion, but make no recommendation.
And now, in the language of one whose memory we delight to honor, "we
meet, as heretofore, and as I hope will often hereafter, glad that so many can
assemble, to talk of the past of which we are not ashamed, of the present
in which we have great confidence, and. plan somewhat for the future, of
which we are not afraid."
MEMBERS PRESENT.

Alvin Saunders, G. L. Godfrey, J. P. Teter, Isaac Brandt,
James D. Wright, C. C. Cole, Alonzo Abernethy, L. Hollingsworth, Theodore S. Parvin, Charles Aldrich, Reuben Noble,
Lewis Todhunter, J. M. Browne, Frank T. Campbell, Thomas
B. Knapp, Edward Campbell, Jr., E. M. Stedman, P. P. Henderson, J. H. Powers, John Scott, F. M. Mills, John M. Davis,
A. C. Fulton, P.M. Casady, J. B. Elliott, S. A. Moore, P. G.
C. Merrill, S. P. Yeomans, R. S. Finkbine, WarrenS. Dungan,
L. L. Ainsworth, C. J. A. Ericson, C. S. Wilson. John A. Kasson, Cole Nole, William Bremner, B. F. Gue, J. F. Hopkinr;:, J.
W. Muffly, George Schramm. Owen Bromley, John Meyer, R.
C. Webb, Hoyt Sherman, W. J. Moir, W. P. Guiberson, Edward
Lindly, Edmund Jaeger.
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JUDGE COLE'S ADDRESS.

Ma. PRBSIDBKT-The pleasurable though most dlmcult duty has been
assigned me, of making a response to the excellent, valuable and inatruc·
tive address to whlctl we have just listened. I am sure its sentiments,
whether in memoriam of our honored but now departed omcera and members, or in congratulation to our present and living members, respecting
the work they have accomplished, have met a most ~rdial response and
approval with every hearer. I have sometimes doubted the legitimacy of
my membership in a lawmakers' asaooiation, since my part in the service
of the state has been almost exclusively in expounding the law which others
have enacted. But when I remember that the most emcient and beneficent
of the very extended work of our ao recently deceased president, whose
place bysucceuion you ·fill, was in the same field, and part of it aide by aide
with me, I am emboldened to claim a legitimate right to associate and have
a memberahip with pioneer "makers of the law." The labors of our
deceased president upon the bench, and.in laying the foundations of our
jurlaprudence, and rearing ita aymmetrical superstructure, constitute a
material part of the body of our law as h eJ:iata to-day. Indeed have you,
leglalatora, refteoted bow very essential and necessary it was, in order to
the auooesa of your labors in the enactment of statutes, that you should
have a concurrent and co-existent bench, wise to know the purposes of your
legislation, and honest and sagacious to interpret and enforce, with judicial wladom and statesmen-like, broad and comprehensive judgment, the
work which, by statute, you inaugurated? We sometimes•hear the term of
"judge-made law" used in ottler than a creditable sense. I do not refer to
that law which may be properly classed as "judge-made law;" but I refer
to the interpretation and construction of the statutes which the several leg·
ialatures have enacted. It does not infrequently happen that such con·
struction or interpretation is placed upon the language of a statute as
that the very purpose in the minds of the legialatora in enacting it is
greatly perverted, if not wholly overturned. I refer to this subject ln this
connection for the purpose of ~mpbasiziog the importance and value of the
labors of our recently deceased and moat highly loved and respected presi.
dent. Hia experience as a legislator in the enactment of statutes gave him
added wisdom for the just and wise interpretation and application of stat·
lites. I have recently and in other surroundings amrmed without fear of
contradiction, that our deceased president was the master workman, whoever may have been his aaaociatea, in the work of constructing our acceptable and approved Iowa jurisprudence.
With many thanks to our present presiding omcer for the excellence of
his history, the value of hie statements and the interest of his reminiscences,
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I desire to invite your attention for a short time to the philosophy bearing
upon your conduct as Pioneer Lawmakers, and the p~sent exalted position
of Iowa among her sister republica of the nation. We all of us rejoice in
the fact that we are citizens of Iowa; that we have been connected with its
history, some of us from the first. We rejoice in the great fertility of
Iowa's soil; in the universality of that fertility, since Iowa bas no waste
land~; in the character bf its products, pertaining as they all do, to the
necessaries of life in both food and raiment. We rejoice in the excellency
of our climate, as being conducive to health and happiness, as well as the
luxuriance of its productions. We rejoice in the great growth of Iowa'J
population, and in the wonderful increase of its products. We rejoice that
Iowa, as a state, is substantially free from debt, and is unembarrassed by
demands from without, for any of her taxation. We rejoice in the excellence of our schools, and in the multiplicity of our high schools and colleges,
and aa a result from them, in the fact that we excel each and every one of
()ur sister states in freedom from illiteracy. We rejoice in the multiplicity
and excellence of our benevolent and reformatory institutions, and in the
fact that Iowa stands in the front rank of all the states in its provisions for
its unfortunates. We rejoice in the wisdom and sagacity which characterize the entire seriee of our eta.tutee, and in the recognition and approval,
both at home and abroad, of our Iowa jurisprudence. Without further
extending the just occasions for our exultation and joy, I inquire why it is .
that we are thus enabled to rejoica and multiply. our rejoicings? Ia it
because our Pioneer LawJ;Ilakers peered into the future and were endowed
with a spirit of prophecy to divine the wants of· generations t.hen to follow
and to govern their conduct by sue~ anticipated or foreeeen conditions? Not
at all! Notatall! It was because our Pioneer Lawmakers knew the immediate wants of those whom they represented and faithfully and honeetly
applied themselves to the- duty of aupplying the laws which would meet the
then current want. Each Pioneer Lawmaker was impreeaed with the
maxim, "act well your part there all the honor lies," and obeyed it. Sometimes "they builded better than they knew;'' but generally they builded
according to their knowledge. Every enactment was framed with a view
to benetl.t the then conditione and people, and such enactments always
make clear the path for those who come after. Thus, session after session
of the legislature provided for the then conditions, and opened the door
and pointed the way by legislation to the improvement d those conditions.
Thus we have grown to our present exalted stature and rejoice in the won·
derful development that has resulted from each being faithful '' to hie day
and generation."
I do not claim that the Pioneer Lawmakers made no mistakes in legislation; this would be to deny our humanity.. On the contrary, a retrospect
of the enactments as found in the session laws for the last fifty years will
show multiplied errore and mistakes. But the occasion for rejoicing is that
such errore and mistakes were soon discovered and very promptly rectitl.ed.
It is one of the privileges of this association to recur to the past, to discuss
it and discover allke the demerits as well as the merits of each historical
fact. Such a review ia not for magnifying ourselves, but rather for the
purpose of enabling those upon the preser.t stage of action to guard against .
and avoid the errors we have made and to protlt by the instances of wisdom we may have manifested. It is our privilege and duty in these meet-
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inge to commemorate the wisdom and greatness of those who have accomplished eo much for Iowa, and for uA to rejoice that we were permitted by
a kind Providence to participate with them in such actions. Each successive leglsl ..ture· and each successive jadge or bench must discharge its and
his duty with reference to the surroundings, and such duty being faithfully
and wisely done will necessarily bring ih ri!)h fruitage to the future. We
cannot say nor do too much to magnify the acts and elevate and embalm
the names and memories of those who have so well acted their respective
parts. It is due to them, anu it is honoring to ue.
My philosophy, then, bsaring upon our past and our present conditions,
is s!mply this: that every man shall discharge his preaent duty with teference to hie surroundings, considerately, faithfully and honestly, and as
wisely aa God has endowed him, and the richest fruition will surely follow.

The president appointed the following committees:
To wait upon the governor and invite him to meet with us:
Judge P.M. Casady and Hon. R. S. Finkbine.
To wait upon the senate: Gov. W. S. Dungan and Hon. J-ohn
Russell.
To wait upon the house of ;representatives: Maj. R. D. Kellogg and Col. G. L. Godfrey.
Hon. T. S. Pcn-vin then offered the following resolutions:
WHEREAS, The Pioneer Lawmakera' association was the first to take
inithtory sLeps toward the erection and establishment of the historical
department, which it did by the adoption of the following resolution; and
WHEREAS, By reaeon of long neglect and indifference on the part of our
authorities and our citizens, many valuable records, pamphlets and other
documents have either been destroyed, lost or gathered into public libraries
abroad; therefore, be it.
Resolved, That it is the sense of the Pioneer Lawmakers of Iowa, in aession, that the general assembly be earnestly invited and urged to take immediate steps to collect and preserve all documents, written or printed, pertaining to the history of the territory and the state of Iowa; and later in the
se11sion by the appointment of a committee, consisting of Professor Parvin
and Governor Gue, to present the matter to the consideration of the general assembly; and
WHEREAS, the general assembly wisely acceded to the suggestion and
created the historical department, with a fair endowment for its success;
therefore, be it
Resolved, by the Association, That we heartily approve of that act of
wisdom on the part of the a-eneral assembly, and take pleasure in recording
the fact that through the efforts of the general assembly and the ofllcers of
the department, Hon. Charles Aldrich, curator, the state of Iowa has been
able to secure a large and most valuable collection of historica.l documents
and other matters relating to the history of Iowa; and
WHEREAS, The old soldiers of Iowa have united in the expression of an
earnest desire that the state shall erect a memorial building in which shall
be collecled and deposited everything relating to the part that Iowa took in
the late rebellion, and a depository for the large historical collection
already and that -will be made in the future; therefore, be it
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Resolved, That this association most heartily apprave and indorse the
recommendation made to the general assembly in the annual message of
Governor Jackson and in the inaugural address of Governor Drake urging
upon the assembly the erection of such a memorial building in which shall
be deposited everything relating to the natural, civil and military history
of Iowa.

On motion of Major Sherman they were referred to the committee on resolutions.
The president then announced the following committees:
On nominations for officers: Judge P. M. Casady, Hon. F.
M. Knoll, Col. A. -Abernethy, Col. P . P . Henderson, Gov. W.
S. Dungan.
Oa resolutions: Judge Reuben Noble, Col. S. A. Moore and
Hon. T. B. Knapp.
Executive committee: Hon. Isaac Brandt, Major R. D. Kellogg and Hon. R. S. Finkbine.
Publication committee: Hon. Charles Aldrich, Hon. John
Davis and Hon. La.fe Young.
On statistics:
First district, Dr. J. M. Shaffer.
Second district, Hon. H. W. Lathrop.
Third district, Hon. Peter Melendy.
Fourth district, Hon. Reuben Noble.
Fifth district, Hon. T. S. Parvin.
Sixth district, Col. S. A. Moore.
Seventh district, Hon. Lewis Todhunter.
Eighth district, Hon. R. D. Kellogg.
Ninth district, Hon. Charles Linderman.
Tenth district, Bon. John Y. Stone.
Eleventh district, Hon. C. C. Carpenter.
Short addresses were made by Colonel Abernethy, Judge
Noble, Major Sherman and ·Hon. S. H. Powers, but as no stenographer was present we are unable to report them.
The association then adjourned until2 P. M.
FEBRUARY 12,1896,2 O'CLOCK P.M.

President Scott called the association to order and asked for
reports of committees.
GOVERNOR DUNGAN: The committee you appointed to visit
the senate has performed its duty and the committee understands that the senate took some action in the matter.
JuDGE CASADY: The committee appointed to wait upon his
excellency, Governor Drake, has performed that duty, and the
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governor very cheerfully consented to be present with us this
afternoon. He is here with us.
MAJOR KELLOGG: The committee appointed to visit the
house of representatives has performed that duty, and while the
committee was still in the house the speaker informed the house
of the information and stated that they would respond.
MAJOR SHERMAN: Mr. President, the executive committee
llas only one more announcement to make. The discussion thiS
morning ended in the conclusion that wa would employ some·
one to take reports or these meetings. I wish to announce to
you and through you offichJ.ly to the members present that
"there's a chiel am.ang ye takin' notes, and faith he'll prent
'em.''
PRESIDENT SCOTT: I have DO doubt but that the committee
has acted in the very best of faith and with the very greatest
kindness and charity to all of us, still I think it may be well
enough to make the suggestion to some of those present that
they had better be very kind to the reporter or be will probably
take his revenge on them by printing exactly what they say.
Music: "The Flag so Good and so True," by the choir.
President Scott said:
The next order of business tha~ I And has been provided for us by the
executive committee ls a short address of welcome by the president. That
duty having been assigned to me as the incumbent of the chair, otherwise
eo sorrowfully vacant, I think I can certainly perform it to your satisfaction
ln regard to one phase of lt, and that is the brlefneBS of it. I have no language that could even by my dwelllng upon the subject, express more in
many words than I could by saying: Invited guests of the Pioneer Lawmakers of Iowa, you are welcome; we invite you to come here and take
seats with us; we invite you to take part ln our deliberations, and we hope
to hear from you as it may be your pleasure to permit us to hear from you.
You have many more things to say to us, doubtless, than we have to say to
you, and yet there are members of our &BSociatlon who may say such things
to you as may recur to them from the older times. I think I may say that
whatever words they say to you wlll be words of encouragement and cheer
to you ln the discharge of the duties that will come to you from time to time,
and they can give you the encouragement of expecting that as time goes on
you will be of ua and wlll take our placea and will occupy the very high
plane whloh la now occupied by the Pioneer Lawmakers of Iowa. In the
serene akles and upon the high plane ln which we live we congratulate ourselves very heartily. We do not walt for you to congratulate us. We enjoy
its atmosphere of quiet. We enjoy, too, I think, the pleasures that come, so
far as the discharge of our duty ls concerned, from conscleocea void of
otfenee. We doubt not that ln that respect, as well as ln many other
respects, ln which you shall ahow your superiority to us, that you wlll go
on and succeed us and wlllln the future form this association. You will be
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the members of this association. We shall have gone and you will have
brought it to a higher plane than it is now. There are reasons why you
should do this. You have the light of the years of experience, the light of
the years of experience of the past twenty· five years is before you for your
guidance in the discharge of your present duties. I need not recur to what
that advancement in civilization and in knowledge is, what those advantages are I need not recur to them. They suggest themselves to you. It
bas been said that in the years long gone we made mistakes. We did make
mistakes. No one is more conscious of the fact that we made mistaku in
those early years than we are ourselves, but it was said for us that we hastened to remedy them. I presume there are quite a number of gentlemen here
who remember the very great baste with which we undertook to repeal the
dog law in the early days. (Laughter.) I believe we repealed it. I think
everybody voted to repeal it. Whether the making of the law or the repeal·
ing of it was the mistake, I don't know whether that has been decided or
not, but if not it will finally be decided and it will be decided right Notwithstanding the advantages you have, however, in the advancement and
civilization of the last quarter of a century over us, I notice, gentlemen, lawgivers of the present time and invited guests of the Pioneer Lawmakers'
association, I notice as the years go on that there are about as many persons
who stand at the wrong end of the gun that is supposed not to be loaded as
there was in those days when we made laws for you long ago; there are
about as many people blown up now by gasoline as there were in those days
by gunpowder. ~o I commend to you when you speak to us and chide us
with our faults of the days gone by, that you do not forget the peculiar idiosyncrasies of the present time and your associations. I will not detain you.
I thank you gentlemen, invited guests, I thank you all for your presence
here to-day. I thank you that you have shown us the honor to meet with
us and assist us in our deliberations, and on behalf of this association and
personally I most cordially and sincerely welcome you to a seat amongst us
and to assist us ip. our deliberations. (Applause.)
PRESIDENT SCOTT : The next feature on our program is·an
address by Goyernor Drake.
Governor Drake said:

GENTLEMEN OF THE PIONEER LAWMAKERS' ASSOCIATION: I want to
say to begin with that I never was a lawmaker. I never made a law in my
life, but I have tried to be an observer of the law. I have been a creature
of observation ever since lawmaking commenced in the state of Iowa, and
I have great reverence for the lawmakers as I have seen them in the state
of Iowa. I have a high respect for the lawmakers who made the laws in
early days in Iowa. And when I look back at the lawmakers in Iowa and
in the nation I often wonder,•have we advanced? When I look at the kind
of men that composed the general assembly of the state of Iowa in aarly
daye, and I recognize such statesmen who lived in Iowa and were lawmakers, and when I look at our lawmakers in our nation who filled our congress
in those same days when ouc men were making laws here in Iowa, I feel as the
general assembly to-day, we have customs set before us that we ought always
to be ready to follow. Those pioneer days were days when people at. least were
honest. They were composed of men of sincerity as well as talent. They
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were perhaps not as highly cultured or as finely educated as men of the
present time, but they were wlae men, they were sages, and we have learned
to respect them. I thank you, Mr. President, for the invited guests here
to-day, for your kindness in inviting us to be with you and to sit with you
on this occasion. One thing I am admonished of that makes me feel sad,
and that is to see this draped chair. I knew the man that used to
occupy that chair. I knew him before he ever became a member of the
council of the state of Iowa. I remember ail instance when he was first a
candidate, living in Van Buren county, at the time I lived in Davis county in
a small vlllage now known as Drakeville. Be was campaigning in the three
counties, Van Buren, Davis and Appanoose, as a candidate, and he stopped
at my father's house. Be said he felt sure he could carry Van Buren
county; he doubted whether he would be able to carry Davis county, and he
was on his way to Appanoose, and he would report when he returned.
Returning, he stayed all night with us. Be 11aid, ''I have the promise of
every vote in Appanoose county." I think there were about twenty-one
votes in Appanoose county at that time. After the election was over he
had carried Van Buren county and he had been beaten in Davis county, but
he felt sure the returns from Appanoose county would elect him. When
he got the returns from Appanoose county he had just one vote. Be wrote
immediately to the chairman of the election board, who stlllllves in Appanoose county, andfsaid," William, who was it that cast that vote? I want to
send a dress to his wife;" And there were just sixteen men who claimed to
have cast that vote. Less than four months ago I was talking with Judge
Wright.about it and I asked him if he had ever found the man who cast the
vote for him and he said he never had. Be had never been able to give
that wom.an a dress, and he was still hunting for the man. Judge Wright
was one of the noblest men that ever lived in Iowa, or anywhere else. A
man of great abillty, a man of great sincerity, a man with the most loving
heart of perhaps any man we can remember. Be was always here, he was
always in his place everywhere. Be never missed an appointment. I
mhsed him last night at the Loyal Legion. I miss him everywhere. Since
my election as executive of this great state I have missed him more than
any other man. We all revere him. Be was one of the first lawmakers of
the state of Iowa. Iowa has grown beyond measure, it seems to me, since
I have been a citizen of the state. While I know that it has grown in intelligence, while I know that it has grown in prosperity, I don't know that I
could be able to say that it has grown in wisdom. I don't believe that we
can measure up to-day with the men who were the pioneer lawmakers of
the state of Iowa. They were men recognized everywhere in the state.
They were men as representatives of the state, recognized everywhere in
the nation, and I say let us revere theiD, my fellow citizens, revere them
for what they were, revere them for what they did for this great state of
Iowa, and revere them for what they have done for us. I did not come here
with any preparation at all to talk, as I doubted whether I would be able to
come at all or not, and I have only a few minutes to spare to visit you. I
wish that it were possible that I could enjoy being with you all the afternoon and during your entire session, but there are duties requiring me
to be elsewhere, so that I cannot be with you. But I wanted to make this
brief expression of my own personal feeling and also, as I know, in behalf of
the visitors who attend with me on this occasion. I thank you. (Applause.)
2
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PRESIDENT S.coTT: Because of the informality of our association and the fact that we are transacting business without
the usual officers of deliberative bodies, we may have visitors
unawares, and I am inclined to think that possibly we have. It
was intimated to me that there would be committees present f1 om the house and senate this afternoon, as well as
invited members of the assembly who have responded to our
invitation. If there are any committees from the general
StSSembly present we will break in on the order of program for
the purpose of hearing from such com111ittees if they have any
communication to make to us.
REPRESENTATIVE REED: Mr. President, I have the honor
and the pleasure of conveying to you and through you to this
body of Pioneer Lawmakors of Iowa, an invitation upon the
part of the house of representatives of the Twenty·sixth
General Assembly to meet with us to-morrow at eleven o'clock,
and I trust that you all will find it convenient to come over, and
that this association by again coming and looking upon the
scenes of some of your former days and ·achievements, that
pleasant memories may be revived and pleasant associations
may come up in your minds. We trust that your meeting with
us will be such a meeting as will unite us, the present house,
with the lawmakers o'f the past.
·
·
On motion the invitation to visit the house of representatives
was accepted.
CHAIRMAN: I want to say before Mr. ~eed leaves that he is
the representative from my own county. He was born after I
had done some service to the state in the general assembly, and
I think you will agree with me that the state is making some
progress. I am very proud to be represented by Mr. Reed.
And I trust he will reciprocate and give me a. litt1e taffy when
the occasion presents itself to him, and say that he is proud of
his constituent.
On motion the business part of the program for to·morrow
morning was postponed for the other part of the program.
JuDGE NOBLE: I would now move, Mr. President, if there
be no objection, that Hon. T. S. Parvin be designated and
requested to prepare a memorial essay and biographical sketch
upon the character, life and services of the lamented George G.
Wright, our deceased president, and that the same be printed
with our resolutions as a. part of our proceedings.
Motion seconded and carried.
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CHAIRMAN: The next feature of our program is a historical
paper by Hon. John A. Kasson. An account of the legislative
struggle over the erection of the new capitol.
Mr. Kasson said:

The early inhabitants of our state, distant from commercial centers,
with slow mail wagons and infrequent postoffices, had few occasions
which excited ·general interest, or united large numbers of men in common and sympathetic action. The excitements most familiar to the rural
counties of early Iowa, aside from the political elections, were the animated struggles over the location of county seats and the erection of
county buildings, location of a state capitol, the choice of sites for public
institutions, or the erection of expensive public buildings. In several such
struggles I participated as lawyer or legislator. Of the inost important of
those, involving the largest appropriations ever made in this state for a
single object, I have been asked by your committee to tell the story.
At the time of which we speak our young state--<>nly twenty-two years
old-had very few public buildings of imposing size, and none at all laying
claim to architectural beauty or grandeur. Our people were too generally
educated and intelligent not to desire something worthy of admiration,
something expressing the dignity and higher aspirations of the state.
'Ibis sentiment was finding expression in improved schoolhouses, courthouses and churches 1n many parts of the state. These, being home institutions and within view of the people who paid the charges, were more
easily obtained. But upon the question of a costly building for the state at
large, which the majority of the people would seldom if ever see, it became
far more difficult to win the popular suffrage. An appeal for united action
becomes difficult in proportion to the area of territory and of people
appealed to. The splendid architecture of the Greeks was decreed by people occupying a much smaller territory than Iowa. If the Macedonians
and Thracians had also been called on to vote a great building in Athens
by the aid of their taxes it would have been voted down.
The famous contest for the erection of our present state capitol began
in 1868, in the Twelfth General Auembly, and continued through the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Assemblie3, covering a period of five years.
The Fifth General Assembly had authorized a commission to select a
site for the permanent capitol within a radius of two miles from the junction of the Des Moines and Raccoon rivers; and, according to the unjust
practice of the time, they were to receive from private persons gifts and
grants to the state in consideration of such location A few of the land
owners of Des Moines granted something over twenty acres of valuable
land and lots, most of it on an elevated site overlooking the two beautiful
rivers which here unite their waters. They were further required by the
act to erect at their own cost, for the legislature, a temporary state house,
and until this should be done without charge to the state the capitol was to
rema.in at Iowa City. This house was built as cheaply as poslible and in
haste, and the Twelfth Assembly was the first to occupy ft, in 1858. The
usual disappointment to local investors followed. They had expected to
recoup themselves by a rapid advance in prices of land and lots around the
new eapitol. But these prices did not advance as expected. The finan
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ol&l crisis of 1851 also intervened. The town was still distant from railroads, whose progress had been suspended by embarrassments in the finances
of the country. Town lots, which had been almost as good as legal tender,
were abundant and unealeable. Money was scarce, and the times depreeeing. Nearly all the donators to the state were ruined in puree and credit.
The legislature, eeeeion after session, assembled in the hastily erected
building which they had received from a few citlzene as a sort of forced
loan, and took no steps toward a new bullding.
As years went by and the civil war was ended and money became plenty,
and yet no appropriations were expended by the state to utilize or improve
the donated property, while the city and county were perpetually deprived
of even the right to subject it to taxes, the people grew impatient and
resolved to call on the state government to execute their part of the obligation, which was to improve the property which had been ceded to it on
that implied condition. There was also among our people some apprehension that if the legislature should continue too long in the small, inconvenient and decaying building put up by the efforts of men now bankrupt,
dissatisfaction would open the way for reviewinr the whole question of the
permanent location of the capitol. There was an interest along the line of
the North-Western railroad quite ready for a campaign having that object.
Such was the condition when the Twelfth General Assembly met at Des
Moines. Jonathan Cattell was then Polk county's senator, in the second
half of his term. At the time of the fall election in 1861 I was far away
. seeking rest and recreation after several years of hard' public labors, when
notice came to me that I had been elected to the house of the Twelfth General Assembly, with J. H. Hatch for my colleague. On my return they told
me of the special object of Polk county sending me to that legislature.
John Ruaaell, of Jones county, was elected speaker. The hastlly erected
structure in which the assembly was convened had already suffered from
the ravages of time and weather, and had become really insecure as well aa
inadequate to the wants of the state. The senate promptly paaaed a concurrent resolution and sent it to the house proposing a joint committee to
examine the building and report on ita auftl.oiency for the ceremonies of the
inauguration, which usually attracted to it a large crowd of people•. But
this committee reported it safe for all who could be accommodated within
its limited area. We had the good fortune to secure a friendly committee
on public buildings, of which my colleague, Mr. Hatch, was chairman, with
that most excellent and intelligent member, Burnett, of Muscatine, for his
second.
On the lat of February that committee reported "an act to provide for
the erection of a state house," limiting the cost to $1,500,000. When the
bill was taken up on March 3rd, Dudley, of Wapello, offered a dilatory
substitute which was antagonized by all the friends of the bill. An amendment was offered by Ordway limiting the coat to $1,000,000, and a11thorizing
the census board to obtain plane and specifications to be reported to the
Thirteenth General Assembly. Ordway's amendment was defeated by a
vote of sixty-five to twenty-nine, and Dudley's substitute waa rejected by a
vote of sixty to thirty-three. This vote waa very encouraging to the friends
of the measure. But the next day the fight was renewed by another effort
to limit the coet to $1,000,000, and again to $600,000. On the smaller amount
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the yeas were only seventeen, and the nays eeTentJ·three. But on the ques·
tion of a $1,000,000 limit our canvass indicated to us the expediency of com·
promieing on that sum for the present, and .it was carried by a vote of sixty·
two yeas to ~wenty·sb nays. On March 5th tile fire of amendments continued all along the line, and some which were embaraesing were adopted,
but none which defeated the main object of the bill, which was to actually
begin the work and engage the state for ita proeecution.
After many amendments of denial, including a remarkable and purely
seldeh one from Clinton coilnty, that no contract for stone or lime should be
made until a reaeonably direct railroad transportation could be had between
the North-Western railroad and Des Moines, the bill was ordered to be
eDgrossed and read a third time the next day. On March 7th, after the
bill had been engrossed, an effort was made by Stuart, of Jackson, to kill
the bill by its indefinite pos'ponement, which was defeated. It was read a.
third time and passed the house on that day by a vote of fifty-five to thirtysix.
·
In the ~tenate the auepices changed. A few memorials had been presented there against the commencement of the work, notably from
Buchanan and Webster counties. The house bill reached the senate on
the day of its passage by the house, and went to the proper senate commit·
tee, of which Griffith of Warren was chairman. It was favorably reported
back on March 14th and made a special order for March 19th. A substi·
tute for the bill was offered by Meyer, of Jasper, but defeated. Walden
moved to table it, and failed by a. vote of 25 to 20. The senator from
Buchanan tried to have it indefinitely postponed, and lacked only two votes
(22 to 23) of success. Then began a running fire of amendments, one of
which prevailed, striking out the building committees of the two houses
from the board of commissioners on plans. With this encouragement its
enemies rushed other amendments forward, and some of them endangering
the fate of the bill were adopted. The opponents of the bill soon found
themselves on top in the fight. They pressed their advantagee like
good soldiers until Cattell could only rally votes enough to postpone its
further consideration to March 25th, and print the bill which had been
much cut up by-the various changes introduced. The bill and its friends
in the senate were alike demoralized. It was almost a rout. On March 26th
an amendment in the nature of a substitute, to merely authorize an adver·
tisement for plans for a new capitol and providing for the repair of the old
state house, was offered by Senator Bennett, and adopted by a vote of 27 to
20. Then under the leadership of Senator Tuttle this amendment was
. reconsidered by a vote of 26 to 22, and the bill and amendments were referred
back to the committee on public buildings. All this indicated a lack of
organization on either side. The committee reported on March 30th a substitute on the lines of Bennett's amendment calling for plans instead of
authorizing the work, and appropriating for repairs of the old state house.
This was so amended as to call also for a plan of a building to cost 82,000,·
000. The substitute as then amended was adopted on April 3d by a vote of
39 to 7. It seemed the only thing then to be accomplished in the senate.
The bill came back to the house in its new form at so late a day that the
only course open to the friends of the capitol was to accept it. It was
passed 'here on the same day by a vote of 59 to 6.
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At the end of the Twelfth General Assembly the new capitol, instead of
being really born, was only authorized to be born in case the next general
assembly should permit it. We had lost our first position, had fallen back
on our second line, and waited and hoped for a reinforcement in the future
report of the commissioners on building plans to be adopted. We t:oresaw
a greater fight to come. We had perhaps gained some advantage in havlnaaroused the attention of the state to the question.
To the next general assembly Polk county sent B. F. Allen to the senate. He was then a prosperous and infiuential banker, widely known in
the state, and an old settler. He was no speaker, but perhaps on that
account better adapted to conciliate the senate by his plea.~ ant manners and
practical good sense. His effective work there fully justified our confidence
in him. To the house the county sent George W. Jones, who, like Senator
Allen, was not a speaker, but was supposed to be a good worker among his
associates on the fioor. They also returned me for the second time to the
house.
Of our old and irreconcilable enemies, Traer of Benton, Dudley of
Wapello, Brown of Van Buren, were all back again, and were now strongly
reinforced by a new and able leader, Cu~ts of Mahaska, who loved opposition and a. fight for its own sake and for the fun of it. He was argumentative, sarcastic, bold in statement and persistent, refusing all concessioas,
and proof against conviction. He far more loved to attack than to defend
any cause. On our side many old friends of the measure were returned,
and notably among them John P. Irish of Johnsou, who was ready, eloquent and strong in debate. My good friend, Pat Gibbons of Keokuk, was
also there to aid us with his lips sparkling with Irish humor. Many other
strong friends of ours were content to be silenr. voters.
The members of a popular legislature may always be divided into two
classes. On one side are the members who vote one way or the other on a
question according to their personal convictions of right and expediency; on
the other are the members whose vote is dictated by the fear that it may be
used against them by political or personal enemies among their constituents·
Especially if new expenditures are provided for in a bill, their timidity
leads them to vote in the nega~ive to be on the safe side. The vote of these
latter members is dictated, not by a responsible judgment, but by fear only,
which is as corrupting to conscientious legislation as the hope of a re.ward.
When the constituency has a settled judgment upon a particular measure
it is quite right and natural that their representative should obey it. But
in general it is to be remembered that the fundamental principle of our
American republic is· government by the people indirectly, not directly ,
They intrust their own power of judgment upon most measures of legis.lation to their elected agents in whose capacity as representatives they have
confidence. This American principle the father.t of our modern constitutions deliberately adopted in contradiction to the old Greek democracies.
The.se voted directly on public measures, and had no representative bodie.s.
Our fathers knew and discussed the histories of these ancient democracies,
and found that they degenerated into a changeable and contradictory government by a mob, led by corruptible demagogues, or mobocrats, who (as
the antetypes of Tammany) themselve.s receind bribes for their popular
le.adership. Even the great Demosthenes himself accepted such a bribe.
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The ripened result of Anglo-Saxon and even of Latin civilization 1e government by elected representatives of the people, whose judgment on meaa·
urea shall be conscientiously converted into the law of the land.
But in the consideration of the capitol bill these principles were abandoned by nearly one-fourth of the members of the house, who.;,e votes were
guided by their fears and not by their deliberate judgment, as the result
will show. We knew by personal conversation that the honest convictions
of a large majority of the members were favorable to beginning then this
important public work.
There was also another interest adverse to us. Our state institutions
wue widely scattered over the state. Every representative of a county
where one of these was situated was eager for a large appropriation for hie
particular institution and feared that an annual appropriation for a new
capitol would reduce the amount of state funds on which he could draw.
The combination of these local interests was a powerful one, and very
threatening, and it was employed- for ita full effect. This element of opposition was also reinforced by the eustomary appeals to outside jealousy of the
capitol.
Such was the condition in the house when the new bill was taken up for
discussion. A. R. 9otton of Clinton was speaker, and Murdock of Clayton .
was chairman of the building committee.
In the Twelfth Assembly we had introduced the capitol bill first in the
house, passed it by a good majority and sent it to the senate, where it was
sadly mutilated and then slaughtered. In the Thirteenth we reversed this
process and had the bill first acted on in the senate, where Griffith of Warren was again chairman of the building committee. This committee, having now before them the plans and specifications authorized by the previous
assembly, reported the new bill on January 28th, and the senate made it a
special order for February 4th. It was then taken up, slightly amended,
and on the same day engrossed by a vote of 25 to 21. On the next day it
was read the third time and passed by a vote of 27 to 18, having a majority
of two-thirds in the senate. Donnan, its opponent at the previous session,
now supported it, and Fairall of Johnson admirably controlled its parliamentary management.
Thus strongly approved by the senate it came over to the house. But
the house •seemed to have chaLged after two years as well as the senate, only in the reverse way. Not changed, I think, in its real opinion, but
in the courage of its convictions. The opposition was now much more
effectively organized under the aggressive and much more effective leader·
ship of Cutts, whose special province it was to terrorize the representatives
from rural counties by predictions of excessive taxation and poverty as a
consequence of the building of the new capitol. Traer of Benton and Ball of
Jefferson pushed the equally indefensible argument that it was a mere local
enter-prise for the benefit of Des Moines. The final result was In doubt
from the beginning of the session to the end of the contest. Every day was
a day of anxiety to Its friends. It was destined to be the longest continued
and the toughest parllamenta.ry battle I ever fought in either capitol, at
Des Moines or at Washington.
The bill was received from the senate on February 7th, and upon the customary motion to refer it to the regular house committee, the fight began.
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Traer, who was our opponent from the beginning, jumped to his feet to
oppose even the usual reference to a committee. Cutts wanted at once to
indefinitely postpone it, while Dudley wanted it to come up speedily to be
killed. MUla of Dubuque and others beside myself demanded the usual
fair treatment for the bill. On my motion to refer, ita enemies further
resisted by the demand, unusual on such occasions, for the yeas and nays,
but the reference was carried by a vote of 53 to 39. Several of these votes
were of the timid class and could not be counted on for ita tlnal passage.
As a preliminary skirmish the ehowing of votes was a discouragement to
ua. But I seized upon the expreeaed desire of ita enemies for early action
to secure the adoption of a motion making It the special order for an early
day after the impending recess. When the day arrived the committee bad
not reported. Its chairman was absent, and we were compelled to ask a
postponement of the special order to March. Aa-aln Dudley and Cutts fought
the- proposition, even as a courtesy. and demanded yeas and nays on the
motion. This time they were badly beaten by a vote of 62 to 18. But this
incident proved to us that tbe fight was to be a desperate one to the end,
and all along the line without quarter.
On the 8th of March, after a preliminary skirmish over an amendment,
the most exciting debate of all the sessions came on. Applegate of Scott
opened on our side with a short and very sensible speech, giving his reasons
for supporting the bill. Traer and Ball competed for the door to open for
the opposition, and the speaker assigned it to Mr. Traer. He moved the
indetlnite postponement of the bill. His points were that the finances of the
state were in a bad condition and would not permit this additional expendi·
ture, that h could not be granted without increasing the rate of taxation,
and that the charitable institutions needed all the support that the revenues
of the state would permit It was a temperate speech, though hie figures
were carelessly assembled. Gibbons, the genial member from Lee, followed
him with some humorous and some sensible remarks in favor of the capitol.
Ball of Jefferson then made a rambling talk about everything except the
bill itself, and aroused much laughter by his talk, and declared his unalterable opposition to the bill. Next came our friend John P . Irish with
manly and strong speech in advocacy of the measure, replying to both Mr.
Traer and Mr. Ball. The latter in the course of Irish's speech admitted
that if he were left free to vote be would vote for this appropriation-a
candid admission which truly represented the real inclination of the major·
ity. After Irish came Cutts, the Ajax of the opposition. He made a long
speech of mingled wit, vaporing and argument, and dealt especially with
the amount of taxes delinquent In different counties as evidence of the poverty of the treasury and people. He displayed this poverty in piotureaque
language, and portrayed "little children running round with their little ·
knees protruding through their pants, their coats all ragged and tattered
and torn, their little caps with the fore·pieces off and all torn, their father
baa gone to the county seat to pay out the last half dime which is to go into
that magnificent state bouse." He also rehearsed that oft repeated picture
of English taxation where everything is taxed from the cradle to the grave,
and even added some embellishments to that. He appealed to every ele·
ment which might create timidity in the members, excite their prejudloea
and turn them by both these influencca against the blll. He aroused the
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apprehension of the members from the institutional counties lest money
should be lacking for their home wants. It would be dimcult indeed to sur·
pass that speech in its artful adaptation to intimidate fearful members and
to prejudice the doubtful against the entire proposition. It is always easier
to combat a host of reasonable arguments than a single squad of fearful
prejudices.
•
Still, it remained for me to take up the debate in support of the bill.
I honestly believed that the character and reputation of my state was
depreciated by its mean and narrow housing of its governing bodies. A
grand building, displaying the noble lines and proportions of elegant architecture, is an object lesson and source of instruction for all the people. Like
a superb monument to a national hero, it awakens noble sentiments, and is
an inspiration to a loftier plane of thought and of life A state like an
individual must present a decent exterior to the world. A man may indeed
clothe himself in ragged garments and yet be a virtuous citizen; but among
men generally he will have a discredited reputation, and invites neglect
and contumely. So it is with a state. Her outer garments· are her capitol,
her public institutions, her schoolhouses, her churches, and the men whom
she honors with her sutJrage. If these win admiration and praise,. her
-place is exalted among her sisters of the republic. But in my speech I
dared not trust much to Eentimental arguments. It was necessary to keep
our feet on solid ground. The following principal propositions were pre·
sented by me:
1. That the temporary state house donated to the state was wholly insufficient for the accommodation of the legislature and state omcers, had
become wholly unsafe for state archives, and was liable to quick destruction by fire and even by storm, owing to the sinking and separation of its
walls. These allegations were proved by the absence of all committee
roome, by the fact that committee papers were carried about in the pockets
or hate of committeemen, and by their own personal observation of defects
in the walls, by the fact of previous fires and by the report of a professional
architect. 2. That the figures presented by Messrs. Traer and Cutts of
the poverty of the state and of its treasury shamefully discredited our financial condition, and were grossly incorrect, and that the appropriation
demanded could be paid out of existing resources without increase of taxation, and without harm to other state institutions. This was proved by omcial statistics from the auditor and from the treasurer of state. 3. That
the old building would become absolutely untenable by the time the new
capitol could be finished if begun now. 4. That the implied obligation of
the state to build a new capitol in consideration of the valuable grants of
land and pecuniary sacrifices made by the people of this country should be
fulfllled. The speech in support of these propositions, being much interrupted by a rattling fire of questions and remarks, occupied the remainder
of March 8th and part of the ensuing forenoon. At its conclusion Cutts
again rallied all his ingenuity to discredit the omcial financial statements
which I had produced- apparently somewhat to his surprise-and Irish
interposed also, in reply to him.
But the speeches were not all made up of mathematics by any means.
Sarcastic hits, wit and humor were interspersed. My old farmer friend
from JetJerson, Representative Ball, was much given to remarks tendinR' to
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excite hilarity, the fun beiDg sometimes intentional and sometimes accidental, and Irisll often drew him out. Once be got in a. good point and the
laugh on me. During this debate the public iDterest was so aroused that
all strangers in the clty and all residents who could crowd into the small
chamber bad pa<Jked the galleries to suffocation. The ladies were conspicuous and in great numbers. Ball and Cutts regarded this demonstration
as an attempt by Des Moines to influence members to vote for the bill In
answer to my description of the dangerous condition of the old building, the
sharp old farmer from Jefferson said, "Don't you see, they have sent all
these ladies and gentlemen to prove that there 1a d•nger here. They sit
here, I have no doubt, in danger and fear. I must say that I am pretty
nearly-not quite, though-concluded or satisfied to vote for-the bill." The
bouse saw the point and laughed with him. I answered my old friend that:
"His modesty prevents him from seeing that the ladies of Des Moines are
not here to give an example of their courage, but on account of the attractions of the gentleman from Jefferson." Thereupon, the record says, there
was "loud and ·continued laughter." Stlll undaunted, Brother Ball came
back with the remark, "I have always had an excellent opinion of myself,
and .it is now demonstrated to my satisfaction." To this I responded, "I
take back what I said about the gentleman's modesty," and both remarks
aroused good-natured laughter.
After the second speeches of Cutts and Irish I took the ftoor for a ftnal
and measured reply to all its opponents, and an appeal to members to vote
according to their honest convictions; and then demanded the previous
question in order to get a vote before the adjournment on that day. Cutts
and all the enemies of the bill voted against the previous question, but it
was carried by the small majority of 47 to 45, and on the main question of
engrossment it carried by only 49 votes to 48. It was uncomfortably close,
and indicated the necessity of more time to c&nvass the members for the
two additional votes Dtlcessary to its adoption. We did not dare at that
time to take the ftnal vote on its passage. I promptly made the motion for
the adjournment of the bouse and felt greatly relieved when it was adopted.
The next day the committee reported it duly engrossed; but for four weeks
we did not dare to call it up for a third reading, for we could not assure to
our side the 51 votes necessary to pass it. The intimidating tactics of our
leading enemies bad been too effective. We knew by our canvass that the
honest judi'ment of a decided majority was with us. Yet they were afraid
to vote their convictions. It was an anxious month of waiting for the
friends of the new capitol.
In the meantime both aides were vigilant and active. The enemies of
the measure created some further intimidation by throwing out intimations
of attempted bribery. Its friends denounced and ridiculed them, and challenged the proof. There were also some hostile remonstrances and some
favorable petitions; and other home influences over members were specially
provided in the meantime, and forwarded to the capitol. At last it was certified to us that if we would admit a. couple of riders on the third reading
we could secure the additional votes required. The situation ·was eo very
critical that we accepted, though with great reluctance on my part, the
proposed amendments. Both sides rallied all their forces for the ftnal trial,
and we on our aide resolved to call up the bill for its third reading on the
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morning of April 8th, which was four weeks after ita engrossment. As I
left my house on the morning of that day for the capitol, I stopped at the
hotel to see that no dllatory friend of the blll should be lingering there. At
that moment a citizen hastened to tell me that--, ~f --county, whose
vote we counted on, had just been seen going into a drinking saloon near
by I sent him to look for this member, a. d received the report that he
had slipped out the back door. I knew he loved the bottle and I suspected
mischief. I learned that he had been beset by some anti-capitol members
the night before who had drugged him with whisky, put him in his room
and locked his door, thinking he would not awake in time for the vote. I
dispatched a wagon instantly for my good friend, Father Brazil, whose
influence over this member I knew, with an urgent request to follow him
and bring him to the state house as soon as possible. I then proceeded to
the state house with increased anxlt:ty, not knowing whether that one
absent vote might not defeat our bill at the very crisis of ita fate. A short
time before the voting began, however, I discovered the absentee entering
the house, followed closely to his seat by the good priest who took post
behind his chair, and did not let him out of his sight until the voting was
over. He found the absent member on the lonely bank of 'Coon river, sitting solitary on a log, like a man either in manly shame of himself, or having a racking over-night headache. But when Father Brazil said, "Come
with me," he went. The two rider amendments were adopted without a
division, and the roll call began. Every member was present except three.
Hall and galleries were crowded t.o overOowing, as they had been through·
out the debate. Many members had roll ca.Us in their hand keeping count
as the call proceeded, myself among them The silence was intense-not a
sound was heard save the clerk's monotonous call of names and the answer
aye or no. The phonographic report of that session prints the figures "20 ''
after my name on the roll call. 'Ibis will remind some of you of a laugh·
able incident that occurred at the time. If we had fifty-one ayes (no matter
about the nays) the bill became a law, and I was therefore only counting
the ayes. At the moment the clerk called my t:ame I was writing the num·
ber of the nays, and inadvertently answered the call by·shouting "twenty,"
at the top of my voice. It broke the silent tension of feeling, and for nearly
two minutes the roll-call ceased, while t.he whole house and audience were
convulsed with laughter I do not know that the mistake made any votes
for us, but it certainly put our opponents into a more amiable humor. The
official count gave us one solitary vote to spare, 52 to 46, with only two
absentees. The immense audience shook the frail wall" of the old building
with their applause. There was the usual motion to reconsider and to lay
that on the table, upon which 66 members voted with our friends, and only
31 voted against them. Two-thirds of the. house, indirectly befriended the
measure. This vote probably represented the real judgment of the house,
certainly much more than the vote on its passage.
The senate promptly concurred in the amendments, and the new capitol
was finally authorized by law. Of course there was joy in the capital city
of Dee Moines. The people of Polk county expressed their satisfaction by
a procession headed by music and bearing to my door a gold-headed cane,
which I have handed over to Mr. Aldrich as a souvenir of the event, to be
deposited in that capitol museum which does so much honor to ita founder
and to the state.
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The selection of the commiaaioners of the building was not left, as it
should have been, to the responsibility of the a-overnor, nor even to the
earnest friends of the new capitol. Two of them, selected at large, were
forced into the bill by the rider on ita third reading, as an alleged condition
for votes. Six others were nominated by congressional diatricta, and
elected in joint legislative convention. My earnest request for a non-partisan board was not granted. The commit~aion was too large, and the choice
in most instances was dictated by partisan and personal considerations. ·
We feared the result; and the result was bad. Under their direction the
foundation was laid, but the work and materials were so defective that
public rumor indicated the probabllity of another legislative figM in the
next assembly over the whole question of the capitol. It mi~rht even
endanger the entire project. The appropriation had been granted for only
one term. It was required for the aucceatful progress of the work that
there should be a continuous annual appropriation. It was determined to
make a fight for this in connection with the new bill, which seemed to have
become necessary. In aid of this purpose, Polk county sent me back for
the third time-to the Fourteenth General Assembly-with General Tuttle
for my colleague, Mr. Allen being happily still in the senate.
The senate was unuaually strong in its membership. It embraced
Larrabee, Beardsley, Fairall, Lowery, Dysart, McNutt, Bemia, J. H. Merrill, Richards, Vail, Wlllett and other good and able men The house also
included many strong men and good debaters. Among them may be mentioned Ainsworth, Buncombe, Rall, Gear, Hohlfa, Irish, Mills of Dubuque,
Newbold, O'Donnell, Pratt and Williams.
A poliLical a•aembly likes nothing better than an investigation for fraud
or other misconduct. The senate had now some reason for ita fears, and
started early on this line to discover whatever was wrong in the suspected
foundation and auspicious contracts for materials. They passed a concurrent resolution for the appointment of a joint committee of investigation, and .also appointed a special committee of their own body on the
new capitol, in addiLion to their own standing committee on public buildings. The bouse agreed to the joint investigating committee. Their
report condemned the foundation and the quality of the atone. In the
meantime a new bill was reported .in both house and senate. That of the
senate was not acted upon and was indefinitely postponed after the house
blll reached the senate.
The third and last important contest over the erection of the new capitol
was now inaugurated upon the report of the house committee on public
buildings, of which - - was chairman. The amendatory act was reported
on February 27, 11:172, and its condderation was Po&tponed from time to time
until April 2d, because of delay in the report of the investigating committee. On that date it was taken up and I moved that the names of John
G Foote of Burlington, Maturin L. Fisher of Clayton county, Robert S.
Finkbine and Peter A. Dey, of Johnson county, two republican& and two
democrats, all of whom bore the highest character, should be inserted in the
bill as commissioners in charge of the building. The governor waa
ez.-oflicio chairman of the board. '.rhe old board was summarily abolished.
After a hard struggle with the representati vee of the institutional counties,
a permanent annual appropriation of 8125,000 was secured, thus enabling
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the commission to proceed with necessary contrao\8 for future delivery, and
leaving to future legislatures only the question of additional grants of
money to hasten the work of construction, as the condition of the treasury
might allow. Many amendments were olfered to limit the total coat of the
capitol. Ainsworth, a formidable antagoniat, who partially undertook the
former role of Cutts, moved a limit of coat to i750,000. This waa defeated
by 69 votes to 14. A proposition for a limit of il,OOO,OOO was also defeated.
Duncombe moved a limit of il,OOO,OOO which waa lo11t by a vote of 55 to 31.
Another member proposed an absolute limit of il,500,000, which waa also
lost by 50 votes to 27. Nevertheless the judgment of the house seemed to
concentrate, rather indeanttely, upon a coat of about one and one-half mil·
lions, for when an amendment was olfered that the commlssion should change
the plan if they found that the coet would exceed that sum, it waa barely
defeated by a vote of 42 to 41. Another similar amendment waa lost by «
to 40. Finally, an amendment in elfect instructing the oommiaaion to keep
in view a coat of il,500,000, which was olfered by Hall of Burlington, was
carried by a· vote of 53 to 31, our .friends aceepUng it. A provision olfered
by Ainsworth like that of 1870, giving preference to all other appropria·
tiona over this for the capitol, which cunningly appealed to the self interest
of the institutional counties, was adopted, our friends believing that it
would be eliminated in the senate. It was a prorlalon wholly impracticable
in administration. The bill was then engrossed and passed by the large
vote of 63 to 24.
The bill reached the senate the next day and was promptly taken up on
motion of Senator Fairall, on April 5th. The second section waa amended
as we hoped, by striking out the obnoxious provialon which postponed this
appropriation till all others were aati&ded. The blll was then engrossed
and paa1ed immediately by 34 votes to 9 ln the senate.
On the following day the senate amendment, which was now the only
point of dilferenoe between the two houses, wae called up, and on my motion
to concur there were 49 votes in ita favor to 40 against it. Again we lacked
two votes to meet the constitutional requirement. We were very near the
end for which we had eo lonr tolled and fought, and yet the constitutional
clause requiring 51 aftlrmative votes to ev'ry law stood between us and bal
victory. We actively busied ourselves among the members and obtained a
reconsideration of the vote. The same afternoon the repeated vote upon
the question of concurrence with the senate was raiaed to 53 to 38; and so,
at last, the act became the law of the •tate. Under thia act the work went
on smoothly to completion.
The long fight for a capitol worthy of the state, protracted through
three general assemblies and covering a period of Ave years, was now
:finished. The question whether we should have a fitting and dignified
home for our state sovereignty, legislative, executive and judicial, and a
safe depository for our state archives was at last settled in the affirmative.
The new commiasioners began with the foundation, replacin~r the bad mate·
rial with good. (The condition of Mr. Fisher's health debarred him from
active participation in the work ) The names of the eight old commission·
era on the corner stone, which would have perpetuated their failure witb
their names, disappeared from view. From this time onward the three
active commissioners manifested the greatest care and a most wise discretion in every detail of the work. Never was a corrupt or miaspent dollar
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charged ~ their account. That prime principle of honesty in the expenditure of public money which requires a dollal''B worth for evel'1 dollar spent
was their constant guide Thanks ~ their unusual fidelity to this obligation, and to their wise tact in procedure, the senators and representatives
trusted them seBBion after session with amounts largely in excess of the
original estimates until the cost of the finished structure bas amounted to
•2,871,682.05. Instead of grumbling and diBSatiefaction on the part of the
people over ~be coat there was universal pride in the noble building. When
I bad the honor to deliver the inaugural addreu by invitation of the Twentieth General Assembly in 1884, there was both legislative and popular satisfaction with the great enterprise. Every farmer and mechanic, every
merchant and patriotic citizen of Iowa, liB be views the grandeur of its pro·
portions, the massive, time-defying walls, the splendid legislative chambers,
the beautiful library, the fire proof vaults, the large and convenient executive offices, the ample committee rooms, and its general adaptation to the
wants of an intelligent and advancing state, feels and expresses satisfaction
over this home of his state government. It is his constant boast that there
is not a dishonest dollar from the base course to the crown of the dome.
Even now, twelve yeat's from its inauguration, the wants of the state have
so grown as to occupy all its vast accomodations.
The names of John G Foote, Peter A. Dey and Robert S. Finkbine
should be long remembered among us as names of men who executed their
duties faithf111ly and well, and who were above the sordid temptation to
make private p1'ofit out of a public trust, under which so many men elsewhere have fallen.
This, gentlemen, is the story of the building of Iowa's capitol which
your committee invited me to telate. Some of its opponents at the first
session, like Senators Donnan and Bennett, changed at the second to its
support. None of its friends suffered because of theil' advocacy of it. None
of its enemies seemed to have gained popularity by their hostility to it.
Indeed, I was appealed to soon af,er the act was pas3ed to go into the district of its leading opponent in the Thirteenth Assembly to help him in his
struggle as a candidate for congress. None of its supporters, so far as I
have heard, suffered reproach for. their honest votes. I may safely affirm
that there is not to-day a patriotic Iowan between the two great rivers-not
one in all this beautiful Mesopotamia of ours-who either condemns or
regrets the execution of this grand undertaking.
Pioneer Lawmakers: We may safely write down in our records this
permanent and capital truth for the guidance of public men in this proud
state of ours. The people of Iowa do not like moral cowardice, nor the arts
of the demagogue. They love an honest and brave man who tells them no
lies, who gives sincere reasons for his faith and who has the courage of his
convictions. Such a man may be always sure of their respect and confidence, and will never find shame even in defeat.
Colleagues of former days: The greatest service that this generation can
render to the next in the interests of the state is to impress these truths
upon the young. If our great republic is to maintain its noble eareer it
must be ever training two generations of citizens in personal integrity and
pure politics-this generation and the coming one. It is not enough that
we have a ataunch and more able republic to-day. We must secure it for
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to-morrow, and again for the day after, to the end of time. This noble
monument of the integrity of ita builders, and its aesociated monument to
the memory of Iowa soldiers, will remind future generations that honesty,
patriotism and courage were the cherished virtues of their fathers in the
twentieth century. May the twentieth century inherit, develop and
strengthen them.

The chairman said: I am advised that we have present with
us a committee from the Iowa Senate with a message for this
association. We will now hear from the senate committee.
SENATOR HARRIMAN: Mr. Chai1·man and Gentlemen of the
Pioneer Lawmakers' Association of Iowa: We come here and
appear before you as a committee sent from the senate to extend
to you a cordial invitation to visit us during your stay in the
city. Trusting and hoping that we may be honored with your
presence, we await a suggestion as to the time that will best
suit your convenience.
MR. PARVIN: I inove that the association accept with pleasure
the invitation of the senate, and that we visit the senate imme·
diately after we have visited the house to-morrow morning at
11 o'clock.
Motion seconded and ca.rried.
JuDGE NOBLE: I move that when we adjourn it be to meet
at 9 o'clock to·morrow morning.
Motion seconded and carried.
Music: "When They Ring the Golden Bells," by the choir.
CHAIRMAN: The next number on our program is an address
by the :aon. H. Clay Caldwell, a member of the house of the
Eighth General Assembly, but as he is not present we will pass
that and go to the next in order, which is a historical paper
by Hon. Elijah Sells. Mr. Sells' paper is here and will be read
to you by Colonel Godfrey.

BON. ELIJAH SELLS' ADDRESS.
To the Ezecative Committee of tbe Pioneer Lawmakers' AssociatiotJ:
GENTLEMBN- Please accept my most sincere thanks for your invitation
to be present, or, to write something to be read at your biennial meeting on
February 12, 1896, with the suggestion that my recollection of the first constitutional convention, in 1844, be the important subject.
It ia nearly fifty· two years since the convention referred to held ita sea·
aion. I did not preserve a copy of the journal of that convention, and it is
about thirty years since I left Iowa.
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My work, during 'his time, has been upon subjects no' closely connected
with Iowa's history.
From 1844 to 1867 my association with Iow&D8 and my connection with
Iowa's growth and history form the most interesting and pleasant portion
of my life. I sometimes think it is. great mistake to separate from early
and true friends.
I adopt the sentiment of one of Iowa's early prominent citizens, who
said: "Iowa is a bright particular star in the firmament of ·states, and he
has not lived in vain who has lived under its benign light. Some of us
have sought other states and other climes, not that we loved Iowa less, but
we deemed it magnanimous on our part to make room for other generations
who would crave the privilege of residence in a state so fortunate and
famed."
What I shall write will be wholly from memory. The fair state of Iowa
was a portion of the French province of Louisiana, purchased by the United
States in 1803. From 1804 to 1821 it was a portion of Missouri territory,
afterwards a par~ of Michigan territory, and recognized as Iowa county,
and later belonged to Wisconsin territory, and finally in 1838 was organized
as a separate territory of Iowa, and ae the name indicates, ·• Here we rest."
The first effort to assume statehood was in 1844, when the constitutio~al
convention christened the new state hous3 at Iowa City. The door of the
convention hall, afterwards the hall of the house of representathes, was
profusely carpeted with aaw dust. The delegation from Muscatine county
was Ralph P. Lowe, whig, General Fletcher, democrat, and E. Sells, whig.
Hon. Shepard Lefiler, president, made a good presiding office.
Ralph P. Lowe was in his palmy days when representing Muscatine
county in the first constitutional convention, and was one of the strongest
and most ready debaters in the convention; was an active worker and an
infiuential member.
James Grant of Scott county was a host, hia quick and active spirit made
him one of the strong and able members. His legal mind was always ready
upon questions relating to the organization of the judiciary, as well as upon
the general principles involved in the formation of a fundamental law.
Van Buren, Lee and Des Moines were strongly represented. Dr. Bailey,
Elisha Cutler and Mr. Montague, with the other members from Van Buren
county, were a formidable force in the convention. The venerable Governor
Lucas, representing Johnson county, was a prpminent figure, and was deeply
interested in education. He adhered to his old-time pronunciation with
great tenacity, and would always pronounce education-edication. He
proved to be a valuable member. My seat was next to his, and I often
sought advice from him, which he'readily and cheerfully gave.
The first legislature was held in the new capitol at Iowa City. The
speaker of the house, of which I wa~ a member, was the noted and distinguished General Brown, representing Lee county.
Governor Brijtgs, from Jackson county, was our first governor. I had
the honor as a memb3r of the committee to notify him that the two housea
were ready to receive him, and of presenting him as Iowa's first governor
when be delivered his inaugural address.
My memory of names fails me; I can only recall a small number. I shall
never forget the member from Keokuk, Mr. King, accompanied by his wife

a

Digitized by

Googl e

PIONEER LAWMAKERS' ASSOCIATION.

33

I:Jamantha, both of whom attracted much attention. KlDg waa elected aa a
whig. Keokuk county waa largely democratic, so large tha' 'he whige had
not organized. There were two parties of de-mocrats, and the candidate of
each branch waa in the field. Just before election the whige quietl7 decided
to vote for King, and secretly bad their tickets printed, and sent a safe messenger to each polling place with them, and &leo to arrange with whigs to
vote for King. The wings of the two democratic candidates fought bard,
and paid but little attention to the whig movement for King, and when the
returns came in be bad a plurality of votes and was elected. I said to
King, "How did it happen that you were elected as a whig in a strong democratic county?" He replied, "By golly, Sells, I beat two of them!" KlDg
made a fair record aa' a member of the legislature. He afterward abandoned politics and lawmaking, gave up his saloon bueinees and went to
preachin~r to make converts for the upper kingdom.
The old-time members-Mr. Sbelledy, Stewart Goodrell and a host of
other names will be remembered by the early lawmakers. The legislature
appointed a committee, consisting of the Ron. Charles Mason, Governor
Hempstead and Judge Woodward, to codify the laws, which eodifloation
was wholly adopted by the subsequent legislature. The law in the code to
prohibit the sale of ardent @pirits bad a two years' 'rial, and pretty effectually broke up all places where liquor was sold by 'he drlDk.
If the law•had remained upon the statute book, it would, in my judgment,
have been a happy and effectual solution of the evil influence of modern
saloons; b11t through the inftuence of the ultra fanatical temperance men
and the saloon men combined, tbe law was repealed at the next session, and
Iowa baa had a bitter war on that question ever since. If any one desires
to learn the provisions of the law, I refer him to the Code of 1850.
The session of 1852 was an exciting one, and in the legislature were some
of our best and strongest men. The great question of this session was over
memorials to congress for the right of way for railroads. The conteat waa
on the places to be named ae terminal or starting pointe, the line to croee
the state from east to wast, from the Mississippi to the Mieeourl river.
Judge Grant of Scott county was elected speaker of the house, and in the
appointment of the committees Dr. P. Gad Bryan, who had j11et been admitted to practice law, was made chairman of the judiciary committee, and on
the list waa E. Sells, and after that, Mr. Gill Folsom, an eccentric and noted
lawyer, was named. .
The next day Mr. Folsom decline:l to serve, on the ground that he waa
the only lawyer on the committee, and that the speaker had insulted him
by placing him on the judiciary committee with a doctor as chairman and
a justice of the peace (E. Selle) and he, Mr. Folsom, at the tall end. Folsom
was very abusive and on every opportunity would denounce the speaker,
who would call some one to the chair- usually E. Selle- and would reply
to Folsom in very severe terms.
One one occaaion, fearing they would come to blows, the speaker pro
tem ordered the sergeant-at-arms to separate them.
Dubuque was strongly represented, and among the able and active members from that county was the distinguished leader of hie party, the Ron.
Dennie Mahony, who for many years edited the Dubuque Herald. As a legislator he waa active, able and efficient, constantly on the lookout for the
3
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intereat of his aide of politics. At that aeaaion I bacame very much inter·
eated in Mr. Mahony, and the friendship grew stronger while I remained
in ~he state. .After each election, when I waa a aucceaaful C&Ddidate, the
ftrat congratulation would be a letter from Mr. Mahony, saying," I could
not vote for you because you are not a member of my party; but I know
tha~ in the diacharge of your om 'ial duties you will be juat; that no par·
tiallty will be shown. You are one of the public ofticera who realize that you
are not an officer of a party, but of the pe6ple at large, and I admire you for
your fairness."
An eccentric but conactenttous member from Lee eounty attracted a
great deal of notice. I think he belonged to that class of the clergy who
belle...ed that as Chriat choae 1hhermen for his ditzciplea, education was
not an es!lential qualification for a preacher. He had been a democrat; bu\
at tbia aeaaion Father Clifton. aa he waa called, waa elected by a combi·
nation known as the "Possum" party, made up of whigs and disaffected
democrats. On party iasues Father Clifton voted with the whigs. He said
he was indebted to them for his election, and during hia membership he
fel\ that it waa hia religious duty to vose with the party that had elected
him.
No argument or inftuence from hia old democratic associates could
induce him to act with them on any party issue. When addressing the
chair he would not say "Mr. Speaker," blt would say "Now, General
Brown," etc.
A blll had been introduced to repeal the law on capital punishment and
enacting, instead, that of life Imprisonment. Father Clifton was very
anxious to make a scriptural argument in favor of capital punishment, and
notice was given out that Father Clifton would speak at the afternoon sea·
sion. He had his bible on hia desk with the passages marked that he
intended to read. D11ring the no>n recess som9 one, with fun intent, had
changed his marks to passages that had no application, but referred
to subj eta that created great mirth. When well started in hia speech he
became very earnest, picked up his bible and handed it to Frank Porter,
one of the clerks, and said, ''Now, Frank, read those marked passages."
Frank turned to the first passage and commenced reading about Solomon,
his wives and his concubines, when Father Clifton called out, " Stop, Frank.
0, s •ucks! As sure as gun is iron that is not the passage; read the other."
The clerk was ~ery much embarrassed and commenced reading from another
equally inappropriate. The house was convulsed, and the honest representative from Lee, koown as the" Possum" member, lost his opportunity to
give his scriptural arg11ment in favor of capital punishment. Father Clif·
ton was one of God's noblemen-an honest man.
Ooe of the active working members in the senate of that session was
Hadley D. Johnson, who represented what was originally known as Kane
township, including most of what is now thirty or more counties. It was
regarded as a part of the great desert when the western boundary of the
new state wae defined by congress. This boundary was submitted to a vote
of the people and rejected. The counties composing Senator Johnson's
old district have become a very rich and productive portion of the state.
Mr Johnson has resided in Slllt Lake City about thirty years; fa an
octogenarian, still strong in his p>litical preferences, and writes occasion·

Digitized by

Goog Ie

PIONEER LAWMAKERS' ASSOCIATION.

35

ally a good article for publication. His health is not good; his life ia a
..-ery quiet one; he Is living up to his honest convictions.
Mr. Edwards, original proprietor and editor of the Hawkeye, and hie
estimable wife were regular boarders at the "Crummy House" during the
setosions of the conventions, and each s ,salon of the legislature, up to and
including the third, in 1852 and 1853. They were active in influencing wise
and beneficent legislation, always using their influence to harmonize discordant elements. Mrs. Edwards was a remarkable woman, strong intellectually, wlth a clear brain, and never on the wrong side of any important
question. Sbe always accompanied her husband when from their home,
and during the inclement seaaon much of her time was spent in looking
after tbe poor and the needy.
James W. Grimes, a member of the Third Legislature, was, in my judgment, the ablest man upon the floor. He was an exceedingly intera.ting
speaker, and when he stopped talking every one felt as though he wanted
to hear more. I am sure that I will be pardoned if I give my personal
knowledge of this very dear aod warm friend-one of Iowa's early patriot•,
who served his state and the nation with zeal and great eftlciency. I was
one of his active supporters for governor, and afterward took charge of
his canvass for United States senator.
I was secretary of state during a portion of his administration as gov
ernor, and our relations were intimate and confidential. I knew his inner
characteristics well, and I do not believe I ever knew a truer and better man.
Be had some very bitter enemies; what public man has not had them?
Much of the enmity grew out of jealousy.
When he was a candidate for the United States senate the first time, and
while the legislature was in session, there were many bitter things said about
him, coming from his opponent for the nomination. Mr. Grime& came to
my oftlce early in the morning and said, "I came to tell you that I am think·
ing of giving up the contest and going home." My reply was, "Why are
you disc()uraged?" He said he could fight his political enemies; he could
fight hard for a friend and for a client, but when prominent members of his
own polltical family sought to ruin his character and reputation, by detraction and falsehood, he felt that it waa more than he could bear. He said he
had not slept or eaten anything for forty-eight hours, and that he had just
received a letter from a friend which had induced him to think he had better withdraw from the contest.
I had carefully polled the republican members, and I showed him how
the vote would stand in the nominating caucus on the first ballot. I told
him it would be unjust to hia friends for him to weaken now, when the work
bad all been done, and when his nomination was assured. I insisted upon
his going to my private room aud taking a sleep, dismissing all his fears. ·
Be consented, and when noon arrived I called him and we dined together.
Before going to my private room he said he wanted to read me the letter
from his friend, to which he had referred.
I thought it one of the best letter& I had ever heard. The writer insisted
that a aenatorehip was not worth the slightest improper act; that true manhood was above any price, and that if there were any sacrifices to be m ~de,
to give it up and lEit the dignity and honor of right action control. When
he got through I said, "Your wife writes a ~rood letter, and you can live up

Digitized by

Goog Ie

36

FII!'TH REUNION OF THE

to her advice and still be senator." "Why do JOU say this letter Ia from
my wife?" "Because," said I, " I know none but a true and noble wife
would write such a letter." He became recOnciled, and was elected senator
without any sacrifice of honor.
He told me later that the same person who had been so active in traducing hls character during hls senatorial fight, had sent him a bill for t500
for money expended for him during hla campaign for governor. The senator said he replied, asking for the items. The answer was, that the writer
did not expect a favorable reply, but thought he would test the senator's
ustlce and generosity.
·
Senator Grimes showed the correspondence to his wife. The noble
.voman got his check book and told him to write a check for i500 and send
it. He had so much confidence in her cleu- judgment that he complied,
believing at the same time that the party had not spent one penny in his
interest. He and I were in close correspondence during his first term, and
at its expiration he requested me to go home and look after his intereat.e.
I complied, found but little opposition, and he was re-elected.
I went to Washington in 1864, to take charge of one of the audltonhips
of the treasury. I had frequent interviews with Senator Grimes on various
subjects and when the impeachment of President Andrew Johnson was before
the senate he told me that be had decided to vote against impeachment. Several republican senators were in accord with him. I told him that I knew
his sensitive nature better than he did himself. His people at home would
not be reconciled to his vote against impeachment, and the storm of indig·
nation would kill him.
I asked him the reasons for his decision. In reply he said, '' Le' one
reason suffice. We cannot take from Andy Johnson more than four months
of his term. Ben Wade will be his successor. A change of president
means a change in every dep ~rtment of the government in detail. I know
Ben Wade better than you do. The present incumbents, who are here for
greed and 111poils, are pretty well satiated, and if a change is made, the
whole appointive force from cabinet minlsten and diplomats down will be
changed, producing ·almost a revolution. The hungry fellows are here
waiting for the result, and if it takes place a greedy set of cormorants are
in waiting and they could not hope for more than four months, and robbery
would be their motto. I cannot be a party to any such scheme."
All remember the hasty and inconsiderate indignation of his home
people.
He immediately resigned his senatorship and went abroad and tried to
rise above his terrible agony. It was no use; he could not recover; it killed
him. He bad the good fortune to get home to be buried. Peace to hie
asbes.
Kind greetings to all the members of the Pioneer Lawmakers' Association. May God's choicest blessings be tbeira.

MAJOR KELLOGG: I move that the thanks and congratula·
tions of the association be sent to Hon. Elijah Sells by the sec·
retary for his able paper just read in our presence.
Motion seconded and carried.
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lL\JOR KELLOGG: I also move that the thanks of this association be extended to our worthy member, Bon John A. Kasson, for his able paper read to us this afternoon.
Motion seconded and carried.
Bon. T. S. Parvin prese)lted the following paper:

Two years ago I addre11ed a letter to the president after the adjourn·
ment of the association, lfhich he doeaed of sufllcient interes~ to warrant
iu publlcatton wl\h ~lle procee4lnJI 1 which he did under the title of
"In&erestlng Statletlot."
My attention w" later called to Us in&ereat and value by several members, wherefore I feel encouraged to present a similar paper tble year, but
now to the session rather than to the president as a private paper after itl
adjournment.
No one has had the opportunity or enjoyed the personal acquaintance of
all the prominent persons connected with the territorial government that
has fallen to my lot. It will be ft fty years this fall since the territorial
government of Iowa ceased to exist, and during this half century all, save
a very few, have paaaed over the dt.rk river; the few remaining are, almost
without exception (probably I am the single exception) octogenarians, so
that another report or two will cease the enumeration of this class of
ol!loiats.
TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT OF lOW A 1838-1846-SURVIVORS.
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

T. 8. Parvin, private secretary to Governor Lucas, 1838-39, and first territorial librarian, 1839, appointed by Governor Lucas, alone survlTea of the
~rritorial governors, secretaries, treasurers, auditors, etc., etc.
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Here again T. S. Parvin alone survives as the district attorney of the
middle district of Iowa, 1839-40.
The judges, clerks of court, reporters, prosecuting attorneys, marshals
and practicing attorneys, save the writer, who was admitted at the first
of the supreme court, have all deceased.

-.rm

OTHER UNITED STATES OFFICERS.

Delegates to congress, receivers, registers of the land office and surveyor
eenerals have all deceased save Gen. George W. Jones, who was surveyor
general of Iowa, 1840.
LXGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

First ugislative Assembly, November, 1838.-Council of 13 and house of
representatives 26 members.
Dr. Gideon S. Bailey, Van Buren county (Vernon), house of representaUvea.
Second, 1839.-Dr. Bailey again.
Third, 1840.-Dr. Bailey again, this time a member of tbe council.
Judge Francis Springer, Louiaa county, a member of the council (Albuquerque, N. M., present residence).
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Alfred Hebard, Dee Moines county, house of represenU.UYes (Red Oak,
Iowa).
Fourth, 1841.-Dr. Bailey for the fourth time, and second time member
of the coimcil.
Alfred Hebard, again member of the house.
Gen. Caleb H. Booth, Dubuque county, house of repreaentativea
(Dubuque, Iowa).
Fifth, 1842.-Judge Springer, member of council.
Err Thornton, Muscatine county (Andalusia, 111. ).
Satb, 1843.-Judge Springer, again of the council.
Alfred Hebard, of the house.
Robert Smythe, Linn coun~y, ho\188 of representatives (Mt. Vernon,
Iowa).
Col. Willlam Thompson, Henry county, house of representatiTes
(Tacoma, Wash. ).
Seventh, 1844.-Judge Samuel Murdoch, Clayton county, house of representatives (Elkader, Iowa).
Fred Hancock, Van Buren county, house of representatives (Bentonsport, Iowa).
Eighth, 1845.-Judge Murdoch and Mr. Hancock, again members of the
bouse.
Of the officers of these eight legislative assemblies: T. S. Parvin, secretary of the council, 1840, from Muscatine (Cedar Rapids, Iowa); Judge
John F Kinney, secretary council, 18!5, Ft. Madison (~ Diego, Cal.);
Col. Wllllam Thompson, chief clerk house of representatives, 1845, Mt.
Pleasant (Tacoma, Wash.).
FIRST CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1844 (72

members).

The following are the survivors (2) :
Dr. Gideon S. Bailey, Van Buren county (Vernon, Iowa).
Elijah Sells, Muscatine county (Salt Lake City, Utab).
SECOND CONSTITUTION.. L CONVENTION,

1846 (32 members).

The following are the survivors (5):
Bon. Atvin Saunders, Henry county (Omaha, Neb.).
Judge J. Scott Richman, Muscatine county (Muscatine, Iowa).
Dr. Sylvester G. Matson, Jones county (Viola, Iowa).
Dr. John J. Selman, Davis county (Bloomfield, Iowa).
Col. William Thompson, secretary, Henry connty (Tacoma, Wash) .
.ABBociated with these survivors and named in the report two years ago
were three members who have since died:
Third Legislative Assembly, 1840, Hon. Daniel F. Miller, Lee countr,
died December 9, 18115, at Omaha, Neb.
First Constitutional Convention, 1844, Richard B. Wyckoff, Jackson
county, died January 25, 1896, at Lyons, Iowa.
Thomas J . McKean, reported as living in 1894 had deceased a ·year
earlier.
J. C. Blankinship, Davis county, died at Bloomfield, Iowa, the postmaster writes me, in 1893. I did not include him in the list of survivors in
my letter to Judge Wright, but he inserted the name, writing me at the
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time that he was quite sure be was living; in this either he was mistaken or
the postmaster at Bloomfield.
If living two years hence we will report anychaogesthat may take place
in the interveniog time in this Hat.
·
And we would respectfully suggest that Hon. B. F. Gue, ex-lieutenantgoTernor and secretary of the historical department, at Des Moines, be
appointed and requested t.o act in a similar capacity for the general assemblies for the first !!oDd sixth inclusive, 1846-57, and aleo of the constitutional
convention of 1857.
In connection with this report we present the following ~ditional items
of interest as to a starting point for our friend Gue:
STATE GOVERNMENT OF IOWA, 1846.
Of the state officers elected in 1846, including the executive and judicial
departments, one of each survive:
Hon. James Harlan, Mt. Pleasant, superintendent public instruction,
1847.
Hon. John F. Kinney, Ft. Madison, judge of the supreme court, 18·&7,
now of San Diego, Cal.
Members of tbe Senate (19).-Hon. John J. Selman, M. D., Davis county
(Bloomfield, Iowa).
Judge Francia Spring~r, Louisa county (Albuquerque, N . M.),
House Representatives (40).-Hon. Allred Hebard, Dee Moines county
(Red Oak, Iowa).
Elijah Sells, Muscatine county (Salt Lake, Utab).
Robert Smythe, Linn count.y (Mt. Vernon, Iowa).
Anderwn McPherrin, Va.u Buren coun~y (Mt. Zion, Iowa).
Dr. Sylvester G. Matson, Jones county (Viola, Iowa).
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS (2).

Both deceased.
UNITJID STATES DISTRICT COURT.

The judge (Hon. John J. Dyer) deceased.
United States marshal, Dr. Bailey, aforesaid, and T. S. Parvin, one
marshal and the other clerk, among the living.
THIRD CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 1857 (THIRTY-SIX MEMBERS),
The following aurvlve (ll):
President, Judge Francia Sprine-er, I..ouisa county (Albuqut>rque, N. M.).
Rufus L. B. Clarke, Henry county, and William Penn Clarke, Johnst.on
OO¥J1tY (both reaiding at Washington, D. C.).
Aylett R. Cott.on, Clinton county (ian Francisco, Cal.).
James C. Traer, Benton county (Vint.on, Iowa).
Lewis Todhunter, Warren county (Indianola, Iowa).
Daniel H. Solomon, Mille county (St. Louis, Mo.).
Harvey J. SkUY, Jasper county (Newton, Iowa).
Thomas Seeley, Guthrie county (Guthrie, Oklahoma).
Thomas J. Saunders, secretary, Scott county.
Executin and judicial departments of the state, two; legislative department, nine; constitutional convention, 1857, nine. Total, twenty.

T. S. PARVIN.

Cedar Rapids, Iowa, February 5, 1896.
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MR. PARVIN: I move that Ron. B. F. Gue be requested to
make a report at the next session of this association of the sur·
ving members of the state government, and of the legislature
of Iowa during the period under the old constitution, the yeara
of 1846 to 1857 inclusive.
Motion seconded and carried.
CoLONEL GoDFREY: I move that C. S. Wil&on and Isaac
Brandt be appointed a committee to go before the legislature
and secure proper legislation for the payment by the state of
the expense of printing the proceedings of this our fifth bien·
nial meeting.
Motion seconded and carried.
Association adjourned to 9 A. M., February 18, 1896.
THURSDAY; FEBRUARY 13, 1896, 9 O'CLOCK A. M.

CHAmMAN: The hour has arrived for the opening of the
second day's session.
Music: uTenting on the Old Camp Ground," by the choir.
CHAIRMAN: The first number on our p1'9gram this morning
will be the historical address by Gov. Alvin Saunders, about
the convention that formed the constitution under which the
state was admitted into the union.
Governor Saunders said:
Mr. President and Membt'rs oftbe Pioneer Lawmakers' Association of Iowa:
The committee on invitations requested me to attend this meeting and
asked that I make some remarks or present in writing some of my recollections
of the constitutional convention which formed the constitution under which
Iowa was admitted into the union as a state. Up to within a few dajs of
my leaving for this meeting I expected to be absent and bad so stated in a
letter prepared for the committee. Consequently I bad r.o time in which to
post myself up or to think of what might Le interesting to the members of
the association, and must, therefore, of necessity be very brief in what I
shall have to say.
It must be remembered, gentlemen, that almost dfty years have paased
over us since that convention was held; it will therefore take one with a better memory than I have to call up very accurately many of the incidents
attending it, notwithstanding it was one of the shortest conventions I have
known of being held for such a work. The whole business of that convention was completed in less than three weeks' time.
It may not be at all interesting for any of you to know how it was that I
became a member of that convention, but as that was my drat effort at
polhical or public work, I think I will venture to tax your patience long
enough for me to state how it was that without any particular effort or
thought on my part I was drawn otJ from other business to enter the politi·
cal deld; for be it known that up to that time I bad not so much as given
any thought to politics.
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My entrance to the territory now comprising the state of Iowa was in the
spring of 1836, and while it was yet Michigan territory, but Michigan was
admitted as a state in July of that year and then the territory of Wisconsin
was organized, r.nd that covered all this part of the country for two years.
I had located at Mount Pleasant, then in Des Moines county, but now in
Henry county. There was no postoffice there and none nearer than thirty
miles, at Burlington; so when an application was made for the location of a
postOffice we were informed by the poetoffice department at Washington
that there was already one office in Wisconsin territory by the name of
Mount Pleasant. Our P<Ople hardly knew what to do, for they did not like
to give up the name of their town. The other Mount Pleasant was on the
east aide of the MiBBiuippi river, and, as our people felt pretty confident
that there was room for two territories within the bounds of Wisconsin and
a dlvlalon was probable before many years, they asked that their office be
called West Mount Pleasant, which was done, and for two years that was
it3 name After the division took place the name of the office was
changed by dropping the prefix of West, and we then took the original
name. I have DO map at hand to show the linea of what was called the
"Black Hawk purchase." This land must have conred the moat of Scott,
:Muscatine, Louisa, Des Moines, Henry, Lee and Van Buren counties, for I
know that the west line ran between Mount Pleallant and Fairfield. That
part of the state was better known for many years by the name of the Black
Hawk purchase than it was by any of the territorial names. It was composed,
as I have said, of a large strip of country and was taken from the Indians to
partially pay the expenses of the Black Hawk war. At the time of my first
settltment in what is now Henry county there were but two counties in
what now makes our state-Dubuque and Des Moines-Dubuque City and
Burlington being the respective county seats. At that time there were
probably not more than 15,000, or at most 20,000, people in all the territory
composing the state, for four years later, in 1840, when the general government had the census taken, we ~ad but about 41,000, and most of them came
in from 1838 to 1840.
In those days all t.he leaders of the Sac and Fox tribes of Indiana lived
in the norther.stern part of the territory. Keokuk had his home in or near
to where the city of Keokuk was built, and Black Hawk spent his time In
that vicinity and sometimes nearer to Ft Madison. Wapello, with his
band, stayed for some time on Skunk river, fifteen or eighteen miles northwest of Mt Pleasant. But some of these indiana afterward stopped. in and
about a place called the Agency, no9f in Wapello county. At present the
few of them that are left are in the Indian territory. But I have wandered
from my subject, for I was asked to talk about the constitutional convention of which I was a member in 1846.
In 1844 the first constitutional convention was held and formed a constitution which was submitted to the voters of the state, but for many reasons
failed to receive the sanction of the people. Some objected to it on account
of conditions it contained in the banking clause, others were not satisfied
with the article on incorporations, but the principal objection made by
many of my neighbors and myself, was to the proposed western boundary
line of the new state.
The line as proposed would run with the divide of the water!! tl.owinr
into the Mississippi river, aud the waters flowing to the Missouri, which
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would have made the western boundary of the state a little west of Dee
Moines, and would have pass• d out at about Creston. Personally I felt eo
an:doue to defeat that measure, for I had long before contended for making
the .Missouri river our western line, or, I may eay, maldrtg the lines as they
now stand, that I spent much of my time in urging the people to come out
ud help defeat the constitution. It was defeated by a small majority,
but euftl.ciEmtly large to forever settle that question.
The work I did toward defeatiua- that constitution did more, perhaps,
than all other things added together to cause me to enter the political field,
ud thus to chuge my whole business course in life, for, when the time
came for selecting candidates for deletatee to the second convention, anumber of my friends said I must be a candidate, urglog as a reason the fac\ of
the eftort I had made to defeat the former constitution, and now I should go
and help make a constitution which would be agreeable to them and to me.
Human nature was very much the same in those days as it is i11 the present, and I yielded to the soliclt&tione, and here, as I have before said, was
laid the foundation for a change in my whole business life. I hope I will
be pardoned for dwelling so long on matters personal to myself, but 1 felt it
due to myself to make the explanation, and due to muy others of you who
have in days past eo kindly aided me by bidding me God speed in my
endeavors to serve my people, both in this state anci in my later adopted
state.
The convention to which I have alluded prepared the way, or laid the
foundation, for bringing to the front not only a well formed map, but one
of the most progresstve states in the union.
Although that was fifty years ago, there were many men in that convention who were capable of beinlf compared favorably with any convention or
legislature held in the state at any time since. Among them were such
men as Enos Lowe, president of the convention, who afterward wa!J bon·
ored with appointment as oftl.cer in one of the most. important land oftl.ces
in the state. Colonel Thompson, the secretary, was a member of congress
and filled au honorable position in the late war of the rebellion. Hon. James
Grant served as oue of the honored judges of the district court, as well as
holding other important oftl.ces. Shepard Leftl.er, who was a member of
congress. Stewart Goodrell, who filled several hia-hly honorable positions.
J. Scott Rlchmu, who not only became a leading attorney at law, but for
a long time was honored as on a of the district judges of the state. Stephen
B l:lhelledy, who was honored with many leading positions after be left the
convention. William G. Coop, who ~rved hie state in several leading
offices. Curtis Bates, who was for many years a leading politician. Indeed,
a large portion of the members of that convention were afterwards bon·
ored by high positions by tbeir constituents, showing that they were men
who were capable of doing well the work they were called to perform.
But oh, how short is the time allowed to man to perform his work; only
fifty years ago this work was performed and done by men then in their full
vigor of manhood, and to-day only four of that number are left to tell the
tale, the rest have all passed the river and gone to their reward.
Inasmuch as for several years after Iowa became a state I was a member
of the state eenate, it would not be inappropriate here, to give some account
of my stewardship in that work, but as you have many left who served dur·
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log those days, many of whom are more capable of doing the subject justice
than I am, I will leave that part of the work to them.
Iowa has now taken rank among the most progrenlve states of the union,
and a great future awaits her and her citizens who have done so much in
pushing her to the front. As most of you know, circumstances not neces
sary to relate here caused me to adopt another state as my home, and a
most promising etate it is; but I have never for a moment lost my interest
in the welfare of Iowa, whose citizens did so much to a-ive me a fair start in
the world, and whose memery shall be cherished and honored while memory
lastR.
I have said nothing in this paper about the political complexion of the
convention. The convention wa& composed of. thirty-two members.· All
were democrats except sev'Oin. The seven belonged to the whig party. Up
to the time of the organization of the republican party, the democrats had
all the time controlled the politics of both the territory and the state.
Hoping that thls is not the last opportunity I shall have of meeting with
the pioneer lawmakers, I shall close this with my best wishes for all its
members and for the prosperity of this great state.

Music:

"Washington's Songof a Thousand Years," by Cap-

tain Muffi.y and Mrs. Cheek.

Dr. Yeomans read a very interesting paper, but no copy
could be found for publication.
MR. BRANT: I move that we now adjourn until 2 o'clock
this afternoon for our business session, and that we now proceed to visit the house of representatives and senate.
Motion seconded and carried.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEB-THUR3DAY, FEBRUARY 13,1896,
11 O'CLOCK A.M.

MR. GRIFFITH: Mr. Speaker, I have the honor of introducing to you, and through you to the members of this house of
resresentatives, the Pioneer L!~.wmakers' Association of Iowa.
Representative Temple said:
Mr. Speaker, Mr. President of the Pioneer Lawmakers' J.ssociation and
Gentlemen of the Association:
I have been deleg~ted by thls house to welcome you. I desire to say
upon behalf of the house of the Twentr·sixth General Assembly that this
welcome is no empty formality but that it comes from the heart. You do
not appear before us as a matter of form, but you come as it were clothed
with authority. You have been the pioneers in the work of law making.
We understand among your representatives are those who have participated
in the very earliest eftorts of state building, ln the matter of building this
great commonwealth. There is among you one who held a responsible position under the first territorial governor of Iowa. There are among you
members of the earliest general assemblies of this state. I realize that
your work was the work of pioneers and that your wot k was well done. You
labored practically in untried fields, unaided, and I might say unfettered, by
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the mass of precedent which to-daysurroUDds us. Your work was grand
and noble. The foundations you laid have enabled us to move on to the
greatest and grandest prosperity. This generat.ion and all future genentions owe to you and those associates who labored with you but have pa88ed
into the great beyond, a debt of inexplicable gratitude for the prudence,
the depth aod the liberty with which you have planned the system of legal
jurisprudence of the state of Iowa. And gentlemen of this aesoolatlon, we
are ple~&&ed to see so many of you present at this your annual meeting. We
hope that many and many more such meetings will be held and many, many
more such visits will be had by your body to those who succeed us. Gentlemen, we thank you. The ball is yours to-day. As a house of representatives we tender you the freedom of ~he house again.

Colonel Soott said:
Mr. Spesker tUJd Members oftbe House: Your kindly greeting and your
pleasant, I m lght say, almost your magnUlceot surroundings, to which we as
pioneer lawmakers were not accustomed, because in our times we spent our
days of labor for the commonwealth, as one of the oldest of our members, and
one, I believe, who has a record of the longest service in the ditlerent houses,
who was near me on the steps as I came up, referring to the marble steps on
which we walked thie morning as we ascended to your hall, said, "This is
not much like the climb we used to take to get to our place ln the old red
shanty on the hill." The worst of the climb was not after we got to the old
red shanty on the hill and the narrow stairway where only one could climb
at a ~ime; if he had as much of a bay window as one gentleman of us who ls
with u11 this morning and who has been on tl).e great American desert lor
the last thirty years, there would be no room for another. The worst of our
cllmb wall not there. The wol'Bt of our climb was rather in climbing or wading and scrambling through the mud of Des Moines to reach the steps of the
old red ehanty on the hlll As I said, the surroundings, the pleasant greeting of t.he gentlemen that have extended us welcome here, the pleasant
invitation of your committae who came to us on yesterday, who invited us
to call upGn you this morning, all these things tend to embarrass that class
of which I think I may lay claim to be a representative, the old granger
lawmakers of the early days. On behalf of the pioneer lawmakers, Mr.
Speaker. I thank you. I thank the house; I thank the gentleman who has
represented you ·this morning in extending us these kind words. I thank
him for all the good wishes. I thank him for his wish of a later day. We
ourselves are cGntemplatiog the past without regret. We are full of energy
and hope for the present and of the future we are not afraid. Mr. Speaker,
I will ask on behalf of the pioneer lawmakers who were members of this
pGpular branch of the general assembly, I will ask Judge Noble, who presided over the deliberations of one of the very earliest lawmaking assembliee of this state, to respond for us.

Judge Noble said:
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: I suppose of course it ls not
expected that I shall make a speech to you. I can say on my part and in
behalf of the old lawmakers' aBBOciation, so-called, that we are glad to be
here. We feel that we are appreciated as old settlers of our state, that we
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are respected ae men who never did violence to the trusts that were repoaed
in us. We are thankful that the history of Iowa when it shall have been
fully written will never place any "deals" at the door of the early pioneers
of Iowa, the memberaof the Pioneer Lawmakers' Association of Iowa. We
were all poor in thoae days. We were all pioneers to a certain extent in
those daya and we met in our simple way and disposed of the business that
came before ua, and usually were permitted to adj•.mrn without any very
serious friction, and if it wae friction at all it was that kind of pleasant,
wholesome friction which comes from an honest and sincere difteriog in
opinion. I will never forget a little incident that,occurred very soon after
I had the honor to be elected speaker of your house, the house of representatives in 1854. The session commenced on the let day of December, 1854;
we met and organized very soon without much friction. The next business
to come before us waa the election of a United States senator and three
judges of the supreme court of Iowa, for at that time we elected judges by
the legislature. Partie& in Iowa had been somewhat broken up. The great
Kansaa-Nebraaka excitement had somewhat demoralized both our great
parties and we came together as new men to a great extent, a part of us in a
new organization, if it could be called organization. Old associations were
broken up. For my own part I had been rather io the school of the old whig
party, a party that I had followed from my early infancy. But the time
had come when we had to sunder the party obligations imposed by that
name, and I will say right here that I do not know the facta certainly but I
believe it to be a fact that the county of Clayton, in which I lived so long,
was the first county in the United States to bury the whi~ party. It was
the first county in the United States that called a convention and ignored
the old beloved party, as we supposed at that time the day of its usefulness .
had passed. While we were whigs we thought the day had come when the
usefulness of the pArty had gone, and we organized, not as a distinct party
but based upon the great principles of free soU and of free men and of free
commerce; we went forth among the people asking and seeking a new organization in which we could unite, and the result was the succesli of the new
movement sometimes called national, sometimes called free soiler, and some.
times called barn-burners, and other designations which bad attached to
our friends away down east.
I went to the legislature and for the first time in my llfe I saw what was
called the capitol at Iowa City, and for the first time I entered the portals
of the legislature. The result was I was elected speaker. A few days after·
wards we were called upon to meet a crisis In thost; old days the senate was
still democratic. The house was national, barn-burner,fre£ -soiler or whatever
you call it, but we were not whig~ and we were not democrats. Very soon
by the concurrent action of the senate and house we organized a joint cau·
cua for the eltlct1on of senator and for the election of judges. There were
some among us who were old whiga; "old hunkers" we called them. They
would not unite with us, the progreat~ive fellow~ as we called ourselves and
thought ourselves to be, and they were holding f ff, eight or ten of them, they
would not unite with us in any org~~onization. But when we were united we
·had a majority of the whole legislature, and while we were at work in the
house to select our cr.ndidatee for senators and for judges, the senate was
at work to defeali the expression of the house for unity. At one of our
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caucuses that we entered into we finally agreed to go together against
the democrats. The result was contrary to our intention1, and the
secret got out that when the day came, to-morrow at 10 o'clock was the
annouocement, we would have auftlcient strength to elect James Harlan to
the United States senate and Gen. George G. Wright chief justice of the
supreme court of Iowa. We thought it was a secret, we thought nobody in
the senate would know anything about it. Th6 next morning at 9 or 10
o'clock the senate mot and they had g >tonto the joke and concluded they
would beat us anyhow. So they adjourned the senate until the next day,
expecting to break up our joint caucus at 10 o'clock. I happened to be in
. that caucus, and that was not exactly in the program. When the hour of
10 o'clock came it was announced the senate had adjourned. But our
friends in the senate had all come in and taken seats whh us in the house,
and together we were about ten majority of the whole legislature. I then
announced, as speaker of the house, that it was not in the power of the senate
to break up that joint caucus, that we were appointed to meet there at 10
o'clock and tile joint caucus was now in eeasion and ready for business. The
result was we elected James Harlan to the senate; we elected Jud~e Wright
and the others as judges, and we felt good. James Harlan had to meet a
United States senate that was democratic and he had to come back for
re-election, but Judge Wright served the term out and acceptably to the
people. That was the kind of legislation in those days. The motto then
was such as Lord Mansfield gave a young man who was seeking for light
and knowledge in regard to his duty, in another country, who was appointed
judge. He said to Judge Mansfield, "I am inexperienced, I don't know as
I know the law suftlciently to be a judge, but I have got to act, I have got to
perform my duty." Lord Mansfield replied, "Young man, the law is noth·
ing but the logical deductions of the human mind as applied to the business
and the social relatione of men. Now, when you know what the law is, fol·
low it, but when you don't know just what the rule of law is, do what is
right and you will hit the law nine times out of tt:n." We acted on that
principle, do what was right and we would satisfy the ends of law. Not
knowing what the law was we thought we were doing about right, and the
result justified our eftorts in that direction.
I have only one word more to say and then J am done. I sympathize
with this legislature. I think I know something about legislation and I
know about the relation of the legislature to the people of the state. Thla
legislature has a very important work to do. It has charge of the adoption
or rejection of the code prepared at a considerable expense to our state and
prepared by five of our eminent lawyers, with ample time to do their work
well, with ample time to consider very thoroughly their duty, and they
have prepared a code. I regret that I have not had the opportunity of
investigating to see what my own opinion would be in regard to all of it,
but you have to pass upon that code and it is a very important work, gende·
men, a work you wiU not forget when you have retired to private life.
It is a work of great responsiblllty and I sincerely hope that it will be properly appreciated by every member of the legislature. This thing of making
a code for the great state of Iowa is a very important matter. All I have
to say ia that I hopl, and I may be pardoned, I presume, for expressing the
hope, that the legislature wlll do ita complete work one way or the other,·
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either reject it or adopt it. I do not believe the people of our state will be
eatlified to have an additional expense in the form of a. special session of
the legislature for the consideration of it. I hope I will be pardoned aa I
have no interest in it whatever except I am guided by a sincere desire to
promote the interest a of the people I wisll to say that I hope t!l.la lt gio~la
ture will do the whole work. It will be responsible. I cannot advise-no
man can advise-what is best to do, and I would not. undertake to do it. But
all I have to say is I hope it. wlll be determined. The people expect it to be
done, I think, aod I )lope it will be dispo3ed of one way or another. And
then while we may dlfter, if that disposition takes place in regard to the
wiedom of the action, yet we will kno .. that the legislature has conacienciously done ita duty to the beat of its understanding and abUlty. I thank
you, gentlemen, for yo'r kind attention.

Colonel Scott sai(i:
Mr. Speaker aad Gezttlemen: We find ourselves somewhat embarrassed
in regard to time, having other appointments in advance of us, but I feel
ae 1f 1 cannot and ought not to fail to present to you a workingman as one
who is a member of uur aaoJOCiatlon, the pioneer lawmakers, and I may say
to you in introd•1cing him to you this morning, that something more than
twelve months ago some distinguished gentlemen from other atatea passed
through this building and inapscted it in all tta various appointments, and
one of these gentlemen, Mr. Speaker, wae a man known to all of you, at
lea~t by reputation, Mr. Ropert Bonner of New York. Some explanations
were made to him ae he passed through this b111ldiog and he said: "This is
a revelation to me. We have expended eo m~ttny millions upon our capitol
in New York and much of· if. has gone to waste, into the corruption fund.
You tell me the proud sto*y that no dollar expended by Iowa in the erection of thl11 magnificent bulilding was misappropriated." Mr. Speaker, he
under whose direction this wae done is known as the Ron. R. S. Flnkbine,
the long-time confidential f~iend, adviser and comrade of the old W4r governor of this state; the frl nd, adviser and comrade of so many of us. I
desire to introduce to you t e one who carried out the balance of the architect'& plans in this building n a manner which Mr. Bonner wae pleased to
say wae to him in hill obser tion and experience in such matters, a revelation. If I was to call hi as Hon. R. S. Flnkbine I don't know as be
would understand me. Bob!

Mr. Finkbine said:
Speaking Is not my stronglold; I never make any speeches. I wlll call
on Colonel Scott to spe•k for me.

Colonel Scott said:
I knew something of the modesty of the gentleman ae well ae his merit,
and I knew &1110 tile further tact that he complained that in some llttle
paralysis he had a few yean ago there was some failure of speech from
which he had not. recovered, aod, as Moses, the great lawgiver of the
olden days, complained to the Lord that he was a man slow of speech, and
the Lord appointed his brother to apeak for him, I beg to introduce as a
substitute for this man, one whq was a leader in the house and in tile ~ten. eral adembly in carrying out the legislation for this grand capitol building,
Ron. John A. Kasson.
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Mr. Kasson said:
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House: Nothing ln the memory of
past years ls so gratifying to me as·to come back after a prolonged absence
to dod a warm place ln the hearts of the people of Iowa, not only my neigh·
bore, but, lf I am permitted to judge from the manner in which you have
received me to-day, I feel there is at leu~ a warm place in the hearts of the
people from outside of my own county and my own district. I have been
touched by the manifest kindness extended to me at all times, but never
more than by the cordiality with which you haTe received me here. I hold
it a great honor to be permitted to address you, legislawrs of Iowa. I feel
that you are my comrades. We come to you from the old days when we
met ln the little chamber of a building which could entirely be placed
within this hall, and there the pioneer lawmakers legislated for the interests of the people of Iowa and for the erection ofthis building. lam glad we
are with you this morning because it seems to me to illustrate a great truth;
that is, that the development of the state is a historical development, llke
the great house that begins slowly beneath the earth and works upward
until the imposing structure ls ready for the use of man. Soh is wir.h the
state, the past and presen~ must be connected. We want not the sudden
introduction of new ideas, but the steady growth and development from the
past through the present into the future. This ls the policy that makes
great states, and it is the policy which seems to me to be represented in the
assembly here, and ln view of the fact that once in two years those who
have been legislators ln the past meet with you, they understand more or
less the different phases in respect to the legislation that belongs to the
present.
It is indeed coming home to me to see the faces of the democrats and
republicans of former years; patriQtic citizens working together for the
development of a great state, and who laid the foundations for the govern·
· ment of over 2,000,000 popul$tion in our state tl·day. I congratulate you
that you are to take part in this graat enterprise and that you are pursuing
those traditional methods of legi.1lation which they established.
What more shall I say? My heart is full of things connected not only
with the past but the present of Iowa There is no time for me to Epeak
further than to acknowledge the cordiality of your welcome and to heartily
.second all that has been said by our excellent president, Colonel Scott.

Speaker Bye~s said:

;
.I
I

I

I

I will call upon Representative Merrlll, of Clinton county, for a few
remarks:

Representative Merrill said:
Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Old Time and the Present Time: I
will say to you that the honor of addressing this body is quite inspiring and
I hardly know what to say to you. I have had the pleasure of knowing
something of the le&"lslators in the s.,ate ln years past. 1 was in the legis·
lature during all those years to which reference has been made in the bulld·
log and completion of the capitol, and I know that no word or breath of
scandal was raised as to the appropriation of the money for ita erection. It

Digitized by

Goog Ie

PIONEER LAWM:AKERS' ASSOCIATION.

49

was a clean job and no money was improperly applied. I aee aroUDd me
many of my old frlenda of years gone by and am glad to see them. It la a
moo fortunate thing that we have all got together and are having this
•eason of visiting, lf you please. It is a grand good thlnr for old frlenda to
get together. I don't know what I can say more, geotlemen, my heart is
full.
SENATE CHAMBER.

Sergeant-at-Arms Griffith said:
Mr. PnsideDt: I have the honor of introducing to you, and through you
to the members of this senate, the Pioneer Lawmaker&' Association of
•Iowa.

President Parrott gave them hearty welcome in the following
-words:
Under our rules every ex-member of previous general assemblies has the
1reedom of the ftoor. but we esteem it a privilege and an honor to give you,
the pioneer lawmakers of Iowa, a heartier and a broader welcome than a
·mere acknowledgement of your righta under the rules.
We greet and recognize you as having had an important part in the
upbuildlng of our atate, ln aiding Jn transforming it from pioneer conditione
·into one of the great and prosperous commonwealths of our nation. We
acknowledge our indebtedne88 to the early lawmakers for the wisdom dieplayed in the enactment Of wise and beneftcient laws which brourht to U8 an
intelligen_t, prosperous and constantly increasing population. We commend the 'broad policy i~ugurated by your membership in laying the foun-dation of our grand system of state institutions, a system scarcely equaled
.and certainly not excelled by any in our slater states. You are entitled to
grateful recognition for these timely and wise enaetmente.
And now, full of years, your membership is engaged in another and a
still grander work-that of collecting and preserving for future genera-tions the valuable history of the early times, of which you were a part,
and which might be entirely lost or greatly lessened in value without the
seal of authenticity you are able to give it.
So we bid you a hearty welcome, and expresa the hope that you may have
many more pleasant and profttable reunions and fully complete the laudable
-work in which you are engaged.

President Parrott then yielded the gavel to the president of
·the association, Col. John_ Scott, and conducted him to the
president's chair.
Senator Blanchard continued the welcome to the association
-in the following:
To tbe PioDeer Lawmakers of Iowa: The pleasant, though somewhat
embarra88ing duty baa been assigned me of extending to you a hearty wel-come to the senate chamber- pleasant becauEe I am in full accord with the
sympathetic and patriotic impulse that pervades every heart in this chamber to extend to you the greeting which is due the venerable lawmakers of
-our state-embarra88lng because I realize that others could clothe the
.sentiment in more fttting worda.
4
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Our work as legislators Ia to modify e:dstlDg laws and adapt them tO>
the continuing changes of a still rapidly growing commonwealth, as wert
as to provide for new conditione resulting from the evolution of the wonderful age in which we live. It wat yours to organize and bulld. You performed the rugged duties of pioneer life, and by the P.nactmen~ of wise,
just aud equitable laws laid the foundations broad ar d deep for a great.
state.
You bullded wiser than you knew. The mutations wrought by the intervening years have been marvelous, and can but be surprising to even you
who have witnessed them.
Some of you enacted laws in the old capitol at Iowa City when the center
of population of the state was but a few mlle& west of the Mississippi; others
of you performed your legislative dutiES in the old building situated juet.
across the way, upon the site of which your patriotic countrymen have since
erected a noble monument to commemorate the heroism and valor of
80,000 soldiers who fought lor the Jhg. It waa there that in addition to·
general laws enacted for the stale, you wisely proTitfid for the erection of
this stately capitol building, now the pride of all our people.
You return to this fair capital city, which now contains a population of
more than 60,000 aouls, and in this noble edifice you b!!hold a legislature
engaged in enacting laws for the goverment of more than 2,00),000 people•.
The changed co11ditions are not only manifest in the great increase in
wealth and population, but also in the greater vartety llf subjects which
require legislaUon. We must now provide for nearly twenty state institu-·
tiona, as well as for the government of a vast number of corporations, railroads, express companies, etc., wh!cb have made their advent into the state .
since the pioneer lawmakers created the first code of Iowa.
Venerable sirs, we feel honored by this visit, and extend to yoU: a kindly
greetlug. We are profoundly gr4teful for the patriotic services you rendered to our state. May your stay among us be pleasant and profitable;:
may you return to contented and happy homes. And now we eay fervently,
God be with you till we m-eet again.

Colonel Scott said:
Mr. President and Senators: The kindly greeting which we met at the
other end of the capitol has given us some embat"rassment with regard to
time. I would like just simply to express in one word that we appreciate
and we thank you, Mr. President and Senator Blanchard, for your kindly
words of welcome. If we do not respond at length thereto it is not because
of a lack of feeling or tender sentiment and regard and thankfulness for the
honors which you have bestowed upon us and I dare not trust myself to any
expression that would do justice to the old men, the senate of nearly forty
years ago The time does not permit, much as I would like to recall some
of the incidents which have been mentioned by Judge Blanchard in his.
pleasant address of welcome to us this morning. Instead, therefore, of
occupying your time I will ask one of our boys who also was famlllar with
these old hall a, to respond for us, I mean Col. S. A. Moore.

Colonel Moore sa.id:
Mr. President and Senators: A few minutes only are left us before we
take our departure from this meeting with you to-day in this grand hall
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and l want aim ply to say that we are thankful to you for this expression of
klndneea. Standing as I do tc-day in this magnificent ball u:d golD&' back
in memory to the old, old days, there come rushing throu&'h the mill de of
the old. men, the senators of those days, a thousand thlnga that happened in
those old times. We were young in hopes, in aspirations, in all that tended
to make up the grand future of man. There are old senators here to-day,
the representatives before you with whitened beada, who came to Iowa in
the early times, who held the places of responsibility and trust in every
department of the young state. It is indeed refreshing to look around on
these old men and find them here-men who have cUmbed up this long:
incllned plane until to·day they are standing on the summit looking faraway, having obtained every position of trust and honor, men who hav&Uved their days honoring their state. These men are meeting togetherevery two years. There is a thought ccmes to many of us when we meet·
t,ogether and when we part, that it will be but a little while, standing on the
margin of theriver.reaching out our banda, until we whisper, "Old co~rade,.
good bye." Mr. President and senators, we do not forget that, while we are ·
old friends, whether the work of our hands.bas been done well or ill, time
will determine. We at111 have an abiding interest in the young men of
to-day who will carry forward the affaire of this great state until the name ·
of Iowa shall be grand and glorious in the galaxy of stare when we shalL
haTe paB!Ied away.

Colonel Scott Eaid:
Mr. President and Senators: I wlll now call upon one of the youngest of
our men, I don't know really how young he ia, but he is very young to be of
us. I think his experience in eenatorial labors did not begin more than
forty yeare ago, and I will ask him to say a kind word for ue, a word of greeting-Benator Ainsworth.

Senator Ainsworth said :
Mr President and Senators: From what I have heard and seen since I
have been in Des Moines I have become satisfied of two thinge. One is that
we are the memorable men who have come down to you from the former
generation. The second is, that wisdom will die with us. There is another
thing that I learned when I was a boy, and that was that it was utterly
futile for anybody to attempt to interest a very hungry or very tired man
by anything he might say, and consequently I shall make my remarks as
brief as poseible.
It wa.a thirty-six years ago last winter that I first entered the senate of
the atate of Iowa as a boy legislator, and when I entered your senate to day
and saw the different surroundings I saw the advanceme~;~t which the state
of Iowa has made. That advancement could not be appreciated by anyone
traveling over the state of Iowa and seeing how Us cities have grown and
how the state of Iowa ha~ grown. If you want to know what the state of
Iowa ie, go to her capitol, go to her state institutions, look at the improvementa there as made and they wlll tell you that Iowa must have rich, fertile, highly cultivated fields; abe must have successful business men; abe
must have intelllgenoe, integrit.y and moral backing in taking the high stand .
which Iowa takes. If you want to know the true size of the United States.
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of Amerloa, of our own government, do not go travellng OTer U to find oot, but
go to Washington and look at the machinery it takes to earry on its business, and then you oan get an idea what the United States must be. As I
said, when I came into this eeoate in 1860 the surroundings were dUferent
from what they are now, but when I look around here I reflect that that
senate of 186() possessed men who have in subsequent years given to this
a tate its character. Now, senators, let me say one word to you who stand in
the position of being successors in having upon your shoulders the carrying
out of those things which have been undertaken by some of the ablest men
that were ever in the United States. When I came into this senate there
were James F. Wilson, General Bussey, and others of that claee, who were
helping in the revision of the laws from the old code of 18&1, These men
have pas3ed away. From the senate of 1860 and 1862, in which I se!'Yed,
four men be6ame president of the senate and occupied the poemon which
your own lieutenant-governor now so ably dlls. He ls a dt and ahle successor to them, but who wlllaay that Scott, Gue, Dysart anll Dungan were not
a credit to the state of Iowa. Then afterwards, there was my friend
Campbell, who went from the senate to become also lieutenant-governor.
But let me give you a little advice: while you are right in the liDe of suoceeslon, don't neglect yourdutlea for the sake of gettingoabinM poeitiollsla
either Allison's or Boles' cabinet.

Colonel Scott said:
I supposed that we bad perhaps, as fully as time would umlt, ezprellled
-our thanks for your kindness to us to-day, but a request has 1MeD handed to
me by a senator who says that the senate would ask the fal'Or of being
allowed to greet our able and dlsUiigulshed pioneer la..U:er. John A •
.Kasaon•

..Mr. Kasson said:
l\!r. President and Senators: My duty really, I think. was performed OD
'the part of the pioneer lawmakers at the other end ol the capUol, for there
:I felt especially at home, and there were old memories and there I saw the
, old faces occupying the seats, but the honor of speaking ln this senate,
while so difterent from anything that I ha't'e had aa opportunity to do iD
former years, is au honor which I did not expect and which I do not deserve.
It is oertalnly due from me to express my gratitude for your kind reception
and the request that I say a few words tlo you. It ls dUilcult to say in three
minutes anything worth ·your attention and your memory, yet I hope some·
thing m•y be said that you may remember with pleasure. We all remem•
ber the old times in Iowa that brought ua so close together, mind to mind
.and heart to heart. I dud it dlfll.cult to remember among my old friends to
which party they belonged. There was something in the early life of the
state, when it was rare to have dally newspapers which amounted toanythinr,
aud rare to have any excitement which drove men into parties, that got us
very close together in those old times, and it is dlfll.cult for me to remember
who among my old friends was then a democrat or a republican. The Iowa
people, as a people, are patriotic and devoted to the great interests of the
United States. I came back, gentlemen, to see th~ old friends dear to me,
and my heart has been touched by your reoeption. I would like to extend a
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hand to every one present. Iowa has been aud ia my home, the home of my
heart, and I turn back in thought and mem?ry to the dear old timea when
we worked together in thla great atate for the public good. I thank you.

Lieutenant-Governor Parrott s"id:
I will call upon Senator Eaton to make a few remark&.

Senator Eaton said:
GetJtlemetJ, VetJeTsble Sirs of tbe Pioaeer LawtJUkers' AssociatioiJ ofIowa:
To me comes the pleaaant and the dlfllcalt duty of aaying in behalf of
the senate of the Twenty·el:dh General A•embly of Iowa and of the
citizens of the state, one word to you of welcome. Standing here as we do
to-day in the very berinning of this good year of 1896, with our backs juet
turned upon the years that have been, we recognize in you the venerable
and connecting llnk that carries ua back through the days of the palt to
the very beginning of our existence and statehood. Sirs, when the first
aurora of the birth of our state llfe was dawning throurh the mist and the
fog that dimmed the prospectl of the future, many of you were there. Every
line of the history of our state, written or unwritten, ls a llne and record of
the heroism, of the wisdom, of the sacrifice, of the devotion, of the patriotism of thoee of whom you were a part and the representatives in tlae days
agone. In the early days of that life, when the morning sun of that day had
but swung clear of the cloud!!, and as the crisis of the war came, you were
here and it was your patriotism, your broad, your wise lerislation that fur.
Dished the men aud furnished the supplles which made it possible for the
name of Iowa to glow in the proudest place, in the smoke of the hardest
aud grandest battles of the war; made it possible to plant the flag above the
clouds, and gave to the Iowa soldiers and to the citizens of the state the
proud position that they occupy. When Johnny came marching home from
the war, and we had to face the 'difficulties that crowded upon us at tbat
time, and legislation was needed along that line, you, venerable sin, were
there, and by your wise courre and conse.rvati ve legislation made it possible
for us to go forward and upward to the position that we occupy to-day. :May
God sp&d you.

FEBRUARY 13, 1896, 2 O'CLOCK P. M.

We will first listen to the paper by Hon. Wash·
ington Galland, which he has prepared for this occasion and
which is now in the hands of Mr. Brandt to be submitted to this
association.
Mr. Galland wrote:
CHAIRMAN:

Mr. President: I would indeed be less than human were I not impressed
with a degree of solemnity that imposes a sadness and depression of heart
and feeliog I can but feebly describe.
Two years ago I presented and read before this association a'l address
prepared by a distinguished member, also member of the Twenty· fifth General Assembly, and a long-time •personal frieDd, who was suffering from
eicknees and infirmities, and unable personally to be present. A few months
ago this distinguished pioneer of Iowa aud member, Daniel F. Miller, Sr.,
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migrated to tha' "undiacovered country" whence, U Is aaid, "no traveler
returns."
A couple of months a~ro I was notified and invited to give an addreu
before this association at our present bieDDial aeeembly, and informed that
our then president, Judge Wri~ht, my long· time personal and valued friend,
had selected a subject or theme upon which I was expected to apeak; eince
then, he too has been called from hie earthly life labor and bonore to a
higher llf~ and more exalted honore, while we are left in regretful sadness
and mourning for hie lose to us. Therefore I pray that you will pardon my
violation of a rule in rhetoric, as I introduc3 my subject wUh this brief
eulogy, instead of an exordium.
"All the world's a stage, and all the men and women players," said
the great dramatic poet. "They have their exite and their entrances.
And one man in hie time plays many parte, hie acts being seven agee."
Now, did Shakespeare live and write in our day and country, he would
undoubtedly interpose another act or age in t.hie drama of life, for in thie
favored country and government of ours, where every citizen is a sovereign,
he has not rounded up hie life perfectly unless he has in some degree performed in the act of politician, statesman and lawmaker, and to bacome
such he need not neceeurily be in congress, the general assembly, nor hold
office. Statecraft and lawmaking are discussed on the streets, in the stores,
ofll.cee, factories, and in t.be primaries.
It is nid of General Grant that when he was in command of the armies
be often called hh officers in consultation, solicited their views as to movemente of the troops, then ad<>pted the c<>urse that hie judgment approved;
so, whUe he was president, he ofr.en was seen sitting on a dry-goods box Oil
Pennsylvania avenue, whittling a stick and discussing state atl..trs with
some citizen.
By a process of evolut'on and development every cltlz~n becomes a politician, a statesman, a lawmaker. He learns that good, beneficent laws are
necessary, bad laws unnecessary, injudicious and inj11rious to the common
weal, and to the individual cltiz~n. He learns that the nature of politics
and etateemt.nship in its higher sense does not consist only in winning elections and distributing offices, butin rendering harmonious the various conftlctlng interests in society and in the state; the interests of the fal"mer, of
the manufacturer, of the Importer, of capital and labor, and ra.llroads-ln
short, of all classes and peraons. Then it becomes the true Intent of a dignified polltic3 and etateemaneblp to dhoover what laws are necessary and to
Induce the people (who are the sovereigns) to have them made.
Among thoae present who wera membera of the Tenth General Assembly,
some, doubtleije, have a recollection of the delegation of representatives
fram Lee. Of McCrary and Hesser In the senate, I need not speak; In the
bouse were Merriam, Weisner and Galland, all serving their first and only
term. Of these, so far as I am informed, I am the only survivor. What I
did in the Tenth G~neral Anembly can be told in very few words; what I
did not do could be extended into volumes of recital. I Introduced but few
bills: A blll providing for a house of refuge or reform S3ho<>l failed of passage, but was subaequently enac';ed into law; a bill providing a penalty for
throwing dead animals or otlc~ol into the watera of the state, and a bill allowing railroad corporations to issue and dispose of bonds of the denomination
of $10 and more, b3ct.me laws.
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We had for consideration in the Tenth General Assembly no such subjects as the soldiers' monument, the taking of soldiers' pensions by the state,
or the cen~rallzinr at Des .Moines of all the public ins,itutions of the eta~;
npr had the suppression of intemperance, nor the regula,ion of the liquor
trafll.c become an impor~nt factor in state politics, as it hu since; nor
had the enfranchisemen' of women as a polit.ical subject assumed the importance or c >mmanded the attentior. it has since attained.
We had for consideration 'he disposition of the lands given by the gov·
ernment for the improvement of navigation on the Des .Moines river. As
tha' great work had been abandoned as impracticable, a bill was introduced
to apply these lands, under certain conditions, to aid in the construction and
equipment of railroads, which, after many amendments, indefatigable lobbying, and many days of discuEsion, was enactEd into a law. If we made no
serious mistakes, history will aco1>rd to us a credit for what we did not do,
.as wall as for what we did d1>.
The process of individual, politic 11, social and educ&tional evolution and
development goes on. Our barbaric ancestors conceded no rights to women
that men were bound to respect. We are evolving out of that condition.
The barrier of race and color, so long exis,ing among civilized and free
nations of the world, is removed. In some of the states of this great republic
the partition wall of sex has been removed, and women admitted to rights
and privileges heretofore denied them by the dominant male sex. One
more turn of the wheel of evolution, when in all national and state aft'airs,
liberty, fraternity and equality, wlll be proclaimed and established as to all
citizens of every sex, rae~ or cJlor. Justice demands it; the interests of
society demand it; the innate chivalry of manly manhood concedes the right
of it-while there only remain prejudice, custom, precedent and the barest
sophistry ln ·argument to oppose it.
Women are not only the mothE'rs, but they are the educators of our race;
queenly and sovereign in this, she is superior to ordinary citizenship, and
from this exalted pcaition no amount of rhetoric can have the eft'ect to
dethrone her-for "Disguise our bondage as we wUl, 'tis woman-woman,
rules us still."
In conclusion, this is the only peroration I deem it necessary or proper
to declare: Let us, brother pioneer lawmakers, let us, all fellow citizens,
and you, noble women of thla grand and yet you,hful commonwealth, while
we live, patriotically act in the c\oslnf scenes of our drama of life the prineiples of the legend inscribed on the coat of arms of Iowa-" Our Uberties
we prize and our rights we will maintain." In so living and acting upon
these principles, we will surely ne-ver deny to others any of those natural
rights and privileges we so confidently claim for ourselves.
·

Song by the choir: "The Little Red Schoolhouse."
I move that we reconsider the vote taken
yester.lay forenoon changing the limitation of time of service
which makes persons eligible to membership in this association
from twenty-five to twenty years.
Motion seconded and carried, and vote reconsidered.
JuDGE NOBLE:
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Moved and seconded that the question before the house be
postponed for consideration until our next meeting. Motion
carried.
SENATOR DuNGAN: I move that the thanks o1 the association be extended to the choir for the excellent music which they
have furnished during our meetings.
Motion seconded and unanimously carried.
Committee on nominations submitted their report on officers
as follows:
Pruident.-Col. John Scott, Nevada.
&cretarv.-Hon. B. -,. Gue.
.Assistant Secretaries.-J. M. Davis, Frank A. Sherman.
VICE·PKESIDENTS BY DISTRICTS.
First.-Gideon S. Bailey, Vernon.
Second.-Samuel McNutt, Muscatine.
Third.-F. M. Knoll, Dubuque.
Fourth.-Reuben Noble, McGregor.
Fifth.-T. S. Parvin, Cedar Rapids.
Sixth.-Dan Anderson, Albia.
Seventh.-Lewis Todltunter, Indianola.
Eighth.-W. S. D11nga.n, Chariton.
Ninth.-L. W. Ross, Council Bluff$.
Tenth.-Walter C. Wilson, Webster City.
Eleventh.-Rodney A. Smith, Spirit Lake.
Major Sherman was called to the chair, and a motion being
made that the report of the committee on nominations be
adopted, the motion was seconded and the committee's report
as read was adopted.
COLONEL SCOTT: I may say very briefly again what I think
perhaps I referred to before, that the action or your executive
committee in asking me to take the chair made vacant by the
death of Judge Wright was exceedingly embarrassing to me,
and I conf-ess that I entered upon it from a sense of d11ty and a
determination to do what I could for the interests of this association. I was not insensible, also; to the compliment implied by
the action of the executive committee io asking me to assume
this position; and now again, I do not wish to be understood as
not being fully s9nsible to the compliment that is implied by
your endorsement of the report of this committee at the present
moment.
Committee on resolutions reported resolution in regard to
memorial hall.
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Moved, seconded and carried that the words ''Both those
opposed and favorable to the erection of the s:>ldiers' monument" be stricken out~
Moved and seconded that the preamble as amended and
resolution be adopted. Motion carried.
Chairman Scott here announced that it was impossible for him
to remain longer at this session and called Judge Noble to thechair.
MAJOR SHERMAN: I move that the memorial services b&
commenced by the reading by the secretary of the resolutions.
prepared by the committee.
There being no objections the memorial resolutions wereread, as follows:
Resolved, That U is with profound sorrow that we place upon our recorda our aenae of the irreparable loaa thia aaaociation haa sustained in the
death of the Bon. George G. Wright, president of our association, and one
of its founders.
Resolved, That in hia long career of the mos\ distinguished usefulness
as legislator and jurist, and for half a centurt one of the brightest ornaments of the social life of our state- as a pure and noble peraonallty"thro' all thla tract of 78&1'11, wearlog the whlte flower of a blamelessllfe,"

a leader in every good cause, wlth unaurpaaaed power to influence men and
control the aprlnga ofpopular action, ever an example to all aroun~ him, and
ever ready with kind words and open hand to cheer and aid the unfortunate
-we recognize the true philanthropist and ideal christian statesman, one
of the highest and grandest types of manhood, a symmetrical development
of lofty character rarely equalled.
Resolved, That in the death of Gen. Ed Wright this association mourns
the loss of one of its founders and most eminent and beloved members, who
waa greatly distinguished through forty well-spent years in Iowa, as a
heroic volunteer soldier, who carried to his grave the scars of many battles, a conscientious and influential legislator, who left his impress on the
lawa of our state, a state oftlcer of rara eftlclency, whose name was a syno·
nym for integrity, and a pure and upright man of whom, in life and deatbt
only good could be spoken.
Resolved, That in the death of ex-United States senator, the Hon. James
F. Wilson, Iowa mourns the lo3s of one of her most brilliant statesm~n, one
whose name was mJ.de illustriou3 by the "points of history" established
through his efforts
Resolved That, in our judgment, his services In the Iowa constitutional
convention of 1857, in fashioning the legislation based upon it, in the congre~s of tha United States during the stormy period of recon3tructlon, and
ln hie after career in the United States senate, allke demonstrate that he
waa one of the drat publicists of his time, a leader of leaders in originating
wise and enduring laws; whlle his enlightened aid to libraries and other
educational and ennobling instrumentalltle3 at hom,, left a permanent
lnduence upon his surroundings.
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Judge

C~ady

said:

There has been a good dealsald in relation to Judge Wright and I wiah
to say a word or two, and only a word or two. I will state that I made h1a
acquaintance soon after he paeaed his twenty-sixth birthday in the town of
Keosauqua. He was the seclnd man I became acquainted with in the territory at that time. Afterwards he was elected, in 1848, to the state senate
from Van Buren county, and I met him bi the state senate and served there
two sessions with him. The Second General ABBembly had nothing of very
great importance to transact except trying to save the Dee Moines rher
lands, and those men of the general assembly living on the Des Moines or
near the Dos Moines took an interes~ in the matter, but the nor,hern members did not.
In the Third General Assembly the code of 1851 occupied the attention
. of the members, commencing early in the session and lasting sixty-five days,
occupying fifteen days after the fifty-day limit expired. Judge Wright was
placed upon the joint commUtee of the code. H remained in session, I
think, nearly every night, generally until about midnight, with the joint
committee of the house, Judge Wright baing chairman. If I was asked
who made the code of 1851, l would say Judge Mason and Judge Wright.
Judge Wright had practiced la.w with Judge Mason for years, and they two
consulted and talked together more than any other two members. And I
have always thought Chairman Lowe appointed Judge Wright chairman at
the suggestion of Judge Mason, because Judge Mason and Judge Wright
were very particular friends. Day and night he spent hia time working
upon that code, and when it was whispered at one time that we would have
to have an extra session Judge Wright was one who took the floor and said,
"I will never consent or vote to adjourn until the code is passed," and then
there was not another word said upon the subject. There were a good
many obstacles in the way. Judge Wright was the principal man in the
passing of the homestead law, and I have heard eminent authorities say
there was not a homestead law in the United States equal to the Iowa law
passed in 1851. He was opposed by very strong, active, wide awake men
who were sincere about the matter and thought it would be a great diead·
van~age to the state of Iowa to enact suoh a law. I remember one senator
said to me, "Under pressure I have concluded to vote for thia act, but I
believe it will have to be rapealed at the next session; I don't believe the
people of the state of Iowa will favor a law of that kind." H has not been
repealed yet; it still stands. The services of Judge Wright in his rounger
days-in 1851 he was barely thirty years of age-and the part he took in
ma.klng its laws was of great worth to the state of Iowa. Two years ago
Judge Wright, Captain Griffith and myself were the only members present
out of the Second General ABBembly of the state, but the Captain and I are
here to-day and Judge Wright 1a gone. I have read all of these resolutions
passed by the various organlz~tions in reference to Judge Wright and I ·
have not seen anything that I have disagreed with from the first to the last•
I knew him as a citizen of Keosauqua, knew him as a state senator, knew him
as a judge upon the bench fifteen years, knew him as United States senator
during his term, and afterwards as a private citizen, banker, and president
of the Polk County Savings bMJk and alto the Seourity Loan and Truat company. I would vote that the resolutions be adopted that are offered here
and agree with everything that has been passed heretofore.
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Mr. Meyer said:
I was acquainted with these three, the two Wrights and Wilson, very
intimately, and I arlae not to Ray anything ln refe~nce to them aa senators
~r representativES, but I simply rlae to pay tribute to General Wright;
and I do this because I think it Is in juttice to him and myself, because in
the army the Twenty-fourth Iowa, of which he was a field ol'llcer, and the
Twenty-eighth Iowa, in which I was the same, were brigaded together all
through the service. We went dovrn the MiBBissippl valley together, we
were in the Vicksburg campaign and nearly all the important battles in the
Mississippi valley until 1864. We were first with the Thirteenth army
.c>rps and then transferred to the Nineteenth army corps I can say that
General Wright was one of the most faithful field ol'llcers that I ever knew.
He was always active. Tho3e of you who know his nature and have known
him personally since tbe war, can form an idea of the kind of field oftlcer
be made. Be kept accurate acc>unt of all movements of the army and was
:a very strict disciplinarian. The field offl.cers of the Twenty-eighth Iowa
and of his regiment were like brothers. It is my duty to say to you, pioneer
lawmakers, that I think the greatest piece of history that belongs to Gen·
-eral Wright is his three years of service and soul he threw into the salvation of his country.

Colonel Moore said:
I feel unwllling to take up much time, but I cannot go through this old
Pioneer Lawmakers' asso~iat.ion while these resolutions of respect are being
.adopted, touching these men, without expressing the sense of my loss, witb·Out p.iying a tribute ln my simple words, to my brother Judge Wright, who
was my personal friend. I cannot speak so pointedly of his political life. I
•know that it is Identified with every great and thrilling and noble interest
of the state. Coming into the state at an early day, and in the prime of his
-early manhood, he has been identified with every interest of the state; he
baa s!en its growth and its prosperity, until to·day 2,000,000 people are pros·
perousin this land of plenteousness, bearing their sheaves of ripened grain
to the garner. In every great and important undertaking in this state he
has been at its head, giving it his encouragement and support. There is
.something so touching in his memory to me that I feel I cannot express it.
My mind is overflowing as a f.>uctain, if I may so illustrate it, in the appre·ciation of each touching characteristic of this great man, but my words are
poor and my poor st!P.mmering tongue would fail to give that tribute of
·-respect that is his due-would fail to perform its offl.ce I knew him in the
·early days when he came to my county as a young attorney, stopping with
my own people at home, in tbeir rud& straw·t~atched cottage, so to speak;
.and in that generous sympsthy, that generous hospitality, he ever received,
.1he was a willing listener to the s~ries of the early pioneer; glad to sit down
and listen to the children of that day spelllng out their lessons by the light
-of the tallow dip. Be was our friend. In after years he was my warm per:sonal friend, attached to me by ties that I cannot describe to you; there
was something so lovable, so touching, in his words and voice as he spoke.
It made an impreBB upon my mind that wllllinger with me to the end of my
days and dwell with me wherever I go. It will be a green and verdant
:epot in the desert of my days. · I attended his funeral. I felt like a child; I
Digitized by

Goog Ie

60

FIFTH REUNION OF THE

could not go and look at his face. I feU that I dared not; that if I should
look upon that pale, sweet face, calm even in death, that. my feelinga would
be overwrought aod my heart. would break whea. they eaid to me he is dead.
I preferred to remember him as I remembered him in life, in the full pride
of his manhood, in that inspiring confidence of his that made him dear to
every man. .Bf and by I shall see him. I see him to-day ia. my memory,
and in the visions of twilight that come to me when I think of Judge
Wright as my personal friend, and that I received his deoeue as a personal
bereavement. Yet, when I thla.k of him I think I see his face, aa.d it
requlrea but the allgbteat atre\ch of my lmagioatloa. to hear his vo!ce call
to me from out his m&D.Sion. Peace to his memory.

Mr. Owen Bromley said:
·I was acquainted with t.be three members who have died. I got
acquainted whb General Wright about alx•a. or aevea.\eea. ;years ago. I
was well acquainted with him. I knew be was a man well thought of; be
bad an excellent military record, and was a man very kla.d to all. I got
acquainted with Mr. Wllaon la. 1860. Be was a man that was very loving
in his disposition. For a number of years of courae I have not been very
near to blm. I have been very lnt.lmately acquainted whb Judge Wright
for the last twenty years in the state of Iowa. I got acqualnted with him
11.ret in 1860, and intimately acquainted with him since that time. Be was
a man full of tenderness, there was kind of tenderness in the tone of bfs
voice. I will not mention his services rea.dered the state, that is well
known, but I want to apeak of one or two things that show the greatness of
the man. When I was working at the Kirkwood house, as engineer, I was
up in the kitchen one day when a walter came out of the dlnlng room and
said, "Cook, I want to have as good a dinner aa this kitchen can alford for
Judge Wright." Some converation passed and this colored man said, "If
ever a gentleman eat in the dining room of the Kirkwood house it is Judge
Wright." A number of years afterwards in a conversation at one time
with the Judge I told him that litt.le story and he said, "Well, Owen, I
know what it is to have been 'before large audiences and to receive their
applause, but I tell you, I appreciate that coming from a man in such humble clrc!tmetancee and eD joy h more than all the applause I eVf r received."
About the last time I ever had anything to say to him or talk wir.h him
was one day he was getting shaved under the bank that he was president of,
at the barber shop there, and Tom Blackburn, who is blind, came and asked
the judge if he knew some book about the life of John Brown. The first
time I saw the judge afterwards he spOke to me and asked me about it, and
I said if thera was any bJOk up there at the capitol I could gt:t it for him.
I got it for him and he was eo pleased to think he could do somet.hing In
that. way for that poor blind colored man, and when he got the book he
says, "I am so plea~d to think I can be that. much of a comfort to poor
Tom Blackburn, who is bllnd, and his wife is reading it to him nights."
The grand thing of hie life was its kindness, t.he tendeness, the feeling,.
-the kind word that he had for everybody.

Mr. Yeomans said:
I knew Judge Wright for nearly fifty years. I knew him well, and myfeeling to-day is that it fe no discouragement to the living to say that ther&
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is not one of our number, no, not one of all the public men of Iowa, whose
death would have created 80 unlvel'll&l a feeling of eadnees and sorrow as that
of Judge Wright. Who of you, gentlemen, have not enjoyed the pleasure of
an interview with him in the back room of tbe bank? .All of you I presume
have, and no man ever yet entered the door that .Judge Wright did not lay
aside everything that was engaginr his attention. There was no business
so urgent that he would not lay it aside and make you feel :rou were at
home, you were welcome and you were doinr him an honor to call and see
him. I enjoyed that many a time. The gentlemen have spoken of Judge
Wright as being their personal friend. Who was not his personal friend?
Who in all this broad state of Iowa was not the '()ereonal friend of Judge
Wright, and why? Not because of his public life, not because of hia career
in the many poeitlona he filled, but beoause in all these relations, in all
these positions, he exemplified in his daily walk and his conversation that
he was a jlr&nd gentleman, always and at all times. Who ever heard Judge
Wright speak an unkind word of any man? Who, in all the politloalstrlfes
that we have been engaged in in Iowa, In which he bore 110 conspicuous a
part, ever heard Judge Wright in t.he heat of this excitement say one
unkind word of an opponent? Who ever heard breathed, anywhere, one
word that would intimate a doubt of the lnte~rrUy or veracity or character
of Judge Wright? I tell you such a reputation is worth more than all the
honors the state can bestow upon any man. The last time I met Judge
Wright was only a abort time ago. Be was then bereaved almost beyond
endurance at the death of hie beloved son. Be talked about it, and as the
tears streamed down his cheeks he said, "It seems almost as though my
heart was broken." And after that he says, " Doctor, there Is an overruling
Providence above, and If we could see to-day as we will see it in the future,
we would realize that all these things are for the beat.• ''

Mr. Isaac Brandt said:
Mr. President: I feel that I have hardly words to express my heartfelt
sympathy In the death of George G. Wright. I have known him for many
yaars. I have been closely aeeociated with him in many matters of business
and of Ute. I have known something that perhaps there has not be n much
said about, and that is his beautiful home life. No man was evermore blessed
than he was in his family relations. With a splendid famfly of good size,
all grand, good children, all living to an age that they took partners for them·
selves and became ueoelated in other bunness llfe, and in talking once
with him in relation to this mat.ter he said, " Isaac, I feel that God has
blessed me fully and thoroughly In my relations and my Ute with my family.
I have a pleasant family, I have a pleasant home, and wby should I not be
happy?" A short time before his golden wedding, which he was also
blessed with, I never saw a man who seemed so perfectly full of life and
goodneas. Be said to me, "I wish I could get everything that Mother wants.
God knows we have plenty, and I want to make that the pleasantest day of
her Ute, and for my children and grandchildren." Friends, If you could
have seen that splendid, intelllgent face, those pleasant eyes sparkling
with love and purity at that time when his heart was 80 full-I thought it
was the grandest sight I had ever seen of any good man. I believe that no
man has ever in Iowa lived a purer or better life. Be bas been remarkably
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blessed, but it came from that purity of heart and from that l.otelllgence
which has made the succeadul man. I believe that from his cradle to his
grave be has lived a life that ia worthy of the imitation and emulation of
every human being.

Major Kellogg said:
It is gettl.og late, but I cannot let this occasion pass without saying one

word about our late president. I itnew hlm as an honest man, the noblest
work of God. That he was gifted in many waJs, that he was witty, humorous and sarcastic, that he was logical and mirthful we all know, but that
was not the crowning virtue of that great man. It was his great heart, his
love. When I think of him I am reminded that be is grandest who is best,
and be is best who loves most. It was in that that Judie Wrlgbt touched
every heart with whom he came in contact. I loved Judge Wright, as all
did who knew him.

Captain Griffith said:
I feel that I should be very derelict in my duty were I not to rise from
my seat and pay my last tribute to my dear friend, Hon. George G. Wright.
I have been acquainted with him perhaps as loag or longer than mosG of
the members here. My first acquaintance was in the summer of 1810, when. .
be came to the territory of Iowa. For a good many ye1rs we were intimately connected, he having commenced the practice of law, and I was at
that time and for many years connected with the federal and territorial
courts. I had the honor of a seat with him in the legislature of the Second
General Assembly, with my friend Judge Casady, and fora number of years
we have occupied seats upon this floor, three of us from one session of the
legislature, but now Judge Casady and myself are left alone. From my
connection with him during long years of more than half a century I can
say from the bottom of my heart that I believe the noblest work of God
passed from life when He took George G. Wright home to his rest-the
noblest work of God, an honest man.

Hon. Edward Campbellsaaid:
I trust the assembly will pardon me for a few words. Much has been
said in regard to the character of two gentlemen whom I admired and whom
I claimed as my friends. Your resolutions embrace another name, that of
James F. Wilson. While I do not care to inftict my views or my remarks on
this audience, I feel disioclined to let that resolution pass as a mere perfunctory tribute to one who deserves so much of Iowa. Mr. Wilson and I
lived for thirty years in the same county, and for fifteen years on the same
street. Our personal relations were always kindly though never very close.
James F. Wilson was way above the average man, a fa1r, honest, upright man
of ability, a man of force and character.

Mr. Schramm said:
I wiah to say just a few words. The life of George G. Wright needs no
commendation. I knew him for over thirty years, and he :was ever the
aame genial, kind, good man. He was the true gentleman, the true noble·
man, and, as I said, he needs no more of commendation.
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Mr. Todhunter said:
I desire to say a word or two wi~h reference to these three membera who
are included in this resolution. I became acquainted with Judge Wright
in the fall of 1850, and I have been intimately acquain~d with him and con~
nected with him in buainess ever aince that. I have tried cases with him,
and I can say that I never met a more honorable, fair man in the trial of
cases than Judge Wright. His character slnce I have known him is unim~
peachable, and a better man we have not bad in the state. I waa not eointimate with General Wright, but knew him from the time be became an
officer of the state up to hie death, and have always found him a very honorable gentleman In every respect. Mr. Wllson I have known from the
time he first came to Fairfield, and was with him In the coDstltutional convention, and I can say that there was no more honorable man than James.
F. Wilson in every respect, so far as I ever bad anything to do with him •.

T. S. Parvin said:
It might be expected on this occasion that I, at least, abould say

some~

thing of our late president, and I had anticipated that I would prepare
myself specially for the occasion, but a renewal of the gtolppe came and I
was only too glad to be here without any preparation. Judge Wright and
I were young attorneys together.· I bad been In the territory three yearcJ
before be came, and five years before we met. Our acquaintance contln··
ued from that time to the hour d his death. I knew him as a young attorney and I knew him as an attorney with ripeness of experience. I knew
him as a judge. I knew him, I might say, in all caplocities and in all posttiona which he filled, but it was particularly as instructor that I was most.
intimately associated with him. I had the honor of slgni11g the diploma of
two of hie eons, one, that favored son of his, Tom, whose death cast such a.
shadow over his life. Be never came to the university that he was not my
guest and an inmate of my house. His children and mine were associates.
members of the same classes. I knew him In his own house, in hie home,
and I may say there is no respect in which I did not know him. When I
came into thia ball and saw· that chair shrouded with the habiliments of
mournillg my heart sank within me, and I felt I could not discharge the
duties which bad been enjoined upon me. I wlll be excused, sir, from saying anything further in view of the fact that if my life is spared I shall
endeavor to place upon paper some, at least, of the impreulons and recollections that I have formed of him during these long, long years of more than
half a century.

Colonel Godfrey said:
I beg the indulgence of the a3soclation but for a moment to pay a word
of tribute to your friend and to my friend, now departed. I may not hope to
ezprese mJself on an occasion llke this. There are times when our lips
refuse to voice the sentiments of our hearts. This is one of them. Judge
Wright was my friend and my adviser. I will not pass over his life, it has
been portrayed here, and I endorse what has been said. I bold in my possession a letter that was written, I think, the day but one before be died,
ahowing his heart was with you. He, as president of this association, wrote
to me, as a member of the executive committee, in reg,rd to this very meet~
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lug. That letter J shall preserve as long at I preserve auy papers. U
showed that hla mind was still, at the close of his life, engaged in thinklDg
about you and thla meeting, and meeting and talking with you here. Peace
be to the ashes of Judre Wright.

Mr. Hollingsworth said:
I do not wish to delay the adjournment but a moment. I was fort.unate
in an acquaintance with all these men. Mr. Wilson, to me, was not simply
the congressmau, not the United St.ates senator; to me he was Jim Wilson,
the saddler. Our acquaintance begau then, aud when he died it came to me
as upon the death of Judge Wright, as a matter of personal loss. It seemed
as though my family had been invaded. So it seemed when Judge Wright
died. It was not Judre Wright, it was George Wright, the man who was
welcomed to our pioneer cabin; lt was Wright, the neighbor, the friend,
honest, square, upright, sincere. Aod so, in regard to these men who have
passed away, I want the privilege of adding my tribute of respect, not for
what they did for the state so much as what they were to me as friends.

The resolutions of respect were unanimously adopted and,
the business of the association being at an end, the members
joined in singing" Auld Lang Syne," after which the associa·
tion adjourned sine die.
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