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Iowa Catholic Conference 
530-42nd St. 
Des Moines, IA 50312 
Phone 515-243-6256 

 
Submitted by: Tom Chapman, Executive Director, Iowa Catholic Conference 
Date: March 6, 2017 
Re: House File 295 
 
The Iowa Catholic Conference is the public policy voice of the Catholic bishops of Iowa. 
The Iowa Catholic Conference supports an increase in the state’s minimum wage, 
currently set at $7.25. So far, the only legislation moving on this issue would forbid cities 
and counties from raising the minimum wage on their own. The minimum wage in Iowa 
has fallen behind other nearby states.  
 
As leaders of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and Catholic Charities 
have said, “We write not as economists or labor market experts, but rather as pastors and 
teachers who every day, in our ministries and churches, see the pain and struggles caused 
by an economy that simply does not produce enough jobs with just wages. So many of 
our families find it increasingly difficult to afford basic needs, forcing some to take 
multiple jobs or, in desperation, even seek out predatory loans.” 
 
The current minimum wage falls short for its failure to provide sufficient resources for 
individuals to form and support families. A full-year, full-time worker making the 
minimum wage does not make enough money to raise a child free from poverty. Almost 
70 percent of workers that would be directly affected in Iowa are age 20 or over. The 
state has more than 80,000 children with a parent who makes minimum wage.  
 
Even with relatively minimal inflation, the years since the last increase in 2007 have 
eroded the value of the wage. If the minimum wage had kept up with inflation since 
1968, it would be worth $9.25 per hour today. 
 
As Pope Francis reminds us, “The dignity of each human person and the pursuit of the 
common good are concerns which ought to shape all economic policies.” 
 
We believe that an increase in the minimum wage is good public policy, and will help 
strengthen Iowa’s families.		
 





























I urge you to oppose SF 295. 

This bill is the height of hypocrisy for a party that claims to be focused on giving power to local 

government. Why would a Republican controlled legislature claim to have gutted public union 

rights under the guise of "local control" and then try to limit local control on wage setting and 

human & civil rights protections?  

I'd wager that it's because we're dealing with a group of spiteful individuals who care nothing for 

hard-working Iowa families. Have any of you attempted to live on anything even close to $7.25 

per hour? You are sadly mistaken if you think this is a bill that would only affect a handful of 

high school students working summer jobs. I have a 30 year-old friend in Iowa City with a 

college degree who is so saddled with student debt that she has to work THREE jobs just to stay 

afloat, and she is lucky enough to not have to support children in addition to herself.  

When you provide individuals with access to something closer to a living wage, which is what 

the minimum wage is meant to be, but is still nowhere close to, you give hard-working 

individuals and families a way to rise up and become more active and productive in their 

communities. You reward them for their hard work and give them greater access  to realible 

sources of food, safe housing  and educational opportunities. When you raise the minimum 

wage, you give the people of the state of Iowa the opportunity to be less of a burden on the 

taxpayers and a greater opportunity to become a citizen who can help provide for both their 

families and their community.  

Your proposal to freeze the minimum wage and prevent localities from approving higher local 

minimums is heartless, hypocritical, and counterproductive. It does nothing to reward the hard-

working citizens of the state of Iowa, many whom voted to elect you, and punishes them for 

trusting you with their livelihoods. The hard-working people of this state depend on you to 

provide for them, yet you chose to create a massive budget shortfall by providing millions in tax 

breaks to major corporations, many of which are doing nothing to provide good paying jobs for 

the rural majority of our population. 

I will be one of the hundreds of thousands of Iowa voters who will remember how you've treated 

hard-working Iowa families in 2018 and will remind their friends and families daily of just how 

much you care about us here at the statehouse. They say a knife cuts both ways, and it is clearly 

time trim the fat by ridding ourselves of the Republican majority of selfish, greedy Iowa 

legislators. 

Holly Herbert 

Polk County  
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