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EARL M. DEAN
MR. PRESIDENT: Your comm ittee, appointed to p repare  a suitable resolution

comm emorating the life, ch arac te r and public serv ice of the late Honorable E arl M. 
Dean, begs leave to submit the following m em orial:

E arl M. Dean was born at Mason City, Iowa on October 4, 1884, and passed away 
on January 18, 1966. He attended Mason City schools and was graduated from Iowa 
State University at Ames in 1918. He served as a Second Lieutenant in the Infantry in 
World War I. He was m arried  to Florence Wilkinson on February 10, 1923, and to 
them th ree sons w ere born: R ichard W., Mason City, G erald W., Davis, California,
and Allan J . , New York City.

Mr. Dean was a m em ber of the Congregational Church, P ark  Hospital Foundation 
and the I.O.O.F. He served as president of the Lions Club, C erro  Gordo County Farm  
Bureau, C erro  Gordo County Board of Education, Portland Co-op Elevator, North 
Iowa Soybean P rocessing Association and was v ice-president of the F a rm ers  Grain 
D ealer’s A ssociation of Iowa. He was a form er m em ber of the North Iowa F a ir  Board 
and superintendent of Boy’s 4-H exhibits. In 1965 Mr. Dean received the Alumni M erit 
Award from Iowa State University “in recognition of pre-em inent serv ices in advancing 
human w elfare” ,

Mr. Dean, a Democrat, served as a State R epresentative in the 45th regu lar and 
45th extra sessions and as a State Senator in the 47th and 48th regu lar sessions of the 
General Assembly.

His hobby was m usic, and he was a m em ber of his church choir and the Rusty 
Hinge male quartet for forty years . He was also a m em ber of the Chamber of Comm erce 
Chorus.

Survivors include his wife, F lorence, three sons, six  grandchildren and one s is te r .

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE SIXTY-SECOND 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF IOWA: That in the passing of E arl M. Dean the state of
Iowa has lost an honored citizen and a faithful and useful public servant, and the Senate 
by this resolution would express its  appreciation of his serv ice, and tender its  sympathy 
to the m em bers of his family.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon the
Journal of the Senate and that the Secretary  of the Senate be d irected  to forward an 
enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

DELBERT FLOY, Chairm an 
JOHN L. BUREN,
VERNON H. KYHL,

Committee.
The resolution was unanimously adopted.

LEO ELTHON

MR. PRESIDENT: Your Committee, appointed to p repare  a suitable resolution
comm emorating the life, ^character and public serv ice of the late Honorable Leo Elthon, 
begs leave to subm it the following m em orial:

Leo Elthon was . born in F e rtile , Iowa, June 9, 1889, elder son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. A. Elthon, pioneers of this community. He r e s i d e d  in  F e rtile  during his lifetime.
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Following graduation from  the F e rtile  High School in 1917, he attended Augsburg 
ollege, Hamilton College, and Iowa State T eachers College. He taught Manual Training 
nd A thletics in  C lear Lake, Iowa; la te r  he was P rincipal of the F e rtile  High School.

Upon leaving the teaching profession, he becam e engaged in farm ing and quarrying 
ntil re tirem ent. F or many y ea rs  he was P residen t and M anager of the F e rtile  Lumber Co.

Early in life, Senator Elthon becam e actively in terested  in Civic A ffairs, local 
.nd statew ise. In 1932 he was elected to the Iowa Senate where he served continuously 
ill 1952. He was Lt. Governor from  1953 to 1957 and was Governor a short period 
ifter the death of Governor William S. Beardsley.

In 1962 he was re-e lec ted  to the Senate, where, as he often said, he found the 
greatest satisfaction in  serving the people of his beloved State of Iowa. But poor health 
nade i t  im possible for him to attend all the Sessions of this las t te rm ; however, he 
lept close watch of the procedures of the L egislature in Des M oines, Iowa.

On F ebruary  28, 1922, Leo Elthon was m arried  to Synneva Hjelmeland, daughter 
of Rev. and M rs. R. O. Hjelmeland, of F e rtile , Iowa. To th is union w ere born two 
sons and four daughters.

Senator Elthon was a m em ber of the F e rtile  Gospel M ission, an organization 
that was founded for the propagation of the Gospel to many p a rts  of the world. He 
taught an adult Bible c la ss  in the M ission Sunday School for many years .

He was preceded in death by h is wife, Synneva, who left th is life October 30, 
1963, and an infant grandson, John Lemon. A year a fter h is wife’s passing he suffered 
a severe h ea rt attack. Since that tim e he had had many and com plicated illnesses and 
longed fo r the re le a se  that cam e to him  on a Sunday evening, A pril 16, 1967, at 6:45. 
He was 68 y ea rs  old.

He is  survived by his six  children: M rs. Ed (Dorothy) Davis, David and Alan,
M rs. Les (Ivene) Nelson, M rs. Wendell (Amy) Mahoney, and M rs. Jam es (Sylvia) Lemon. 
T hree  s is te r s  and one brother: Mabel and M rs. Lewis (Esther) V arberg, M rs. Arthur
(Ruth) Nyhus, and Thelan. Twenty grandchildren. Many re la tives and countless friends.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE SIXTY-SECOND 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF IOWA; That in the passing of the Honorable Leo Elthon, 
the State of Iowa has lost a  valued and honored citizen , and by this resolution a ttests  
its  resp ec t fo r and adm iration of him and tenders its  sincere  sympathy to h is family.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That a  copy of this resolution  be spread  upon the
Journal of the Senate and the Secretary  be d irected  to send an enrolled copy to the 
m em bers of h is family.

JOHN L. BUREN, Chairm an 
VERNON H. KYHL,
HENRY J. LUCKEN,

Committee.
The resolution  was unanimously adopted.

WILLIAM J. GREENE

MR. PRESIDENT: Your com m ittee, appointed to p rep a re  a suitable resolution
com m em orating the life, ch a rac te r and public serv ice  of the la te  Honorable William J.




