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inunity affairs during the past th irty  years serving as Chamber of Com
merce president, chairm an of the Memorial Hospital board, p ast m aster 
of the local Masonic lodge, president of the E ldora school board, H ardin 
county president of the Tall Corn Boy Scout Council, commander of the 
W alter Sayer American Legion Post No. 182, a member of the Wildlife 
club and the Congregational church. He also held memberships in the 
county, sta te  and American b ar associations. He served as president of 
both the H ardin  county and sta te  b a r associations and was chairm an of 
the professional ethics and conduct committee from  1951-1959.

Mr. Bateson represented H ardin, Hamilton and W right Counties in the 
S tate Senate during the Fifty-second, F ifty -th ird , F ifty -fourth  and F ifty- 
fifth General Assemblies of Iowa, serving on m any im portant standing 
committees.

Mr. Bateson’s untim ely death followed a h ea rt a ttack  while on vacation 
w ith his wife a t  Acapulco, Mexico. The Senate is proud to acknowledge 
the high character of his service to the state.

He is survived by his widow; two children, Robert R., a Chicago attorney, 
and B ette Thompson of Mason City; and three grandchildren, Robin, 
Richard and Randall Bateson.

Now, Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-first General 
Assembly of Iowa: T hat in the passing of the Honorable R. R. Bateson 
the S tate of Iowa has lost a valued and honored citizen, and by th is reso
lution a ttests its sincere sympathy to his family.

Be I t Further Resolved: T h a t a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the Senate and the Secretary of the Senate be directed to 
send an enrolled copy to  Mrs. Bateson, his son and his daughter.

J o h n  A. W a l k e r , Chairman,
R. W. H a g ie ,
M a x  M il o  M il l s ,

Committee.
The resolution was unanimously adopted.

ROBERT O. BURROWS

M r . P r e s i d e n t : Your committee, appointed to prepare a  suitable reso
lution commemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
Honorable Robert 0 . Burrows, begs leave to submit the following m em orial:

Robert Burrows was born a t  P ierre , South Dakota, June 20, 1899, the 
eldest son of O. C. and Debra Burrows. The fam ily lived a t  L ittle Rock, 
A rkansas; St. Louis, M issouri; and Afton, Iowa, prior to  moving to Belle 
Plaine, Iowa, and purchasing The Union there. He was graduated from  
Belle P laine Community High School in 1917 and enlisted in the U. S. Army 
on June 20 of th a t year. He served w ith Company A, 109th Engineers in 
the 34th Division in  France, being discharged Ju ly  2, 1919.

He was m arried to  Bess Shurtleff on F ebruary  2, 1920, a t  Marion, Iowa, 
and to them were born two children, Robert and Joan.

In addition to working on The Union, he was also advertising m anager 
of daily newspapers a t  U rbana and Effingham, Illinois, in the early  1930’s.
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In 1961 he received the M aster Editor-Publisher aw ard of the Iowa Press 
Association and was named best columnist in Iowa by Sigma Delta Chi 
professional journalism  society in 1962.

He was a member of Christ Methodist Church and was active in many 
civic organizations as well as Masonic circles. A t the time of his death 
he was w orshipful m aster of Hope Lodge No. 175, A.F. and A.M., Iowa 
City. He also was a member of St. Bernard Commandery, No. 14KT, Royal 
Arch Masons, El K ahir Shrine, and Morning S ta r  Chapter No. 108, Order 
of E astern  S tar.

Senator Burrows also held membership in the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows and Sigma Delta Chi professional journalism  society and had been 
a member of the Benton County Soldiers’ Relief Commission and the Benton 
County Selective Service Board. He had also served his county as its 
coroner.

Senator Burrows served his first of two term s in the House of Repre
sentatives in the General Assembly in 1951. In  the fall of 1962 he was 
elected to the S tate  Senate and had served during one E xtrao rd inary  session 
and two regular sessions in th is legislative body.

Senator Burrows passed away on February  11, 1965 a t  Iowa Methodist 
Hospital in  Des Moines, Iowa, a f te r  an illness of one day. He was a 
member of the Republican p arty  and was representing his d istric t in the 
Sixty-first General Assembly a t  the time of his death.

In addition to  his widow and children, Robert and Joan, he is survived by 
two grandchildren, K ristine and Jam es, and two brothers, John and Rich
ard, all of Belle Plaine, Iowa.

Senator Burrows enjoyed the esteem and respect of the members of the 
House and Senate with whom he served.

He had a sincere desire to ac t w ith fairness a t  all times and always had 
the courage to act in accordance w ith his convictions.

His passing is a loss to the S tate of Iowa and his home community.

Now, Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the Senate o f the S ix ty-first General 
A ssem bly o f Iowa: T hat in the passing of the Honorable Robert 0 . 
Burrows, the S tate of Iowa has lost a  valued and honored citizen, and by 
this resolution a ttests  its respect fo r and adm iration of him and tenders its 
sincere sympathy to  his family.

Be I t  F urther Resolved: T hat a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the Senate and the Secretary be directed to send an enrolled 
copy to the members of his family.

C h a r l e s  F .  B a l l o u n , Chairman, 
K e n n e t h  B e n d a ,
J. H e n r y  L u c k e n ,

Committee.

The resolution was unanimously adopted.




