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Saunders, Smith of M itchell, S tuekslager, Taylor, W arren , W il­
son of Clinton—18.

So the jo in t resolution having  received a constitu tional m a­
jo rity  .was declared to have passed the Senate and its title  
agreed to. *

Senate File No. 366, a bill fo r an ac t to authorize and em­
pow er the Executive Council to redecorate and  refinish the Sen­
ate Chamber a t the Capitol Building, together w ith  the L ieu­
tenant-G overnor’s rooms and  committee and cloak rooms con­
nected therew ith, and to m ake an appropriation  therefo r, was 
tak en  up and considered.

The bill was read  fo r inform ation.

Senator M aytag moved th a t the rule be suspended, the bill 
be considered engrossed, and  the reading  ju s t had  be considered 
its th ird  reading, w hich m otion prevailed.

On the question, “ Shall the bill pass?”

The yeas w e re :

Senators Allen, B leakly, Bruce, Burgess, C lark, Crossley, De- 
A rm and, Dowell, Dunham , Eckles, E lerick, Ericson, Foley, F ru J -  
den, Gillilland, Hughes, Jam ieson of Page, Jam ison of Clarke, 
Lam bert, McKlveen, M aytag, N ewberry, Nichols, Peterson, 
Saunders, Seeley, Sm ith of Des Moines, Sm ith of M itchell, S tir- 
ton, Stookey, S tuekslager, T urner, W ade, W arren , W hipple, 
W hiting, Young— 37.

The nays w ere:

None.

Absent or not voting.

Senators DeW olf, Gale, H opkins, Jackson, Jones, Kimmel, 
K inne, McManus, M attes, Moon, Taylor, W ilson of F ayette , W il­
son of Clinton—13.

So the bill having  received a constitu tional m ajo rity  wras de­
clared to have passed the Senate and its title  agreed to.

The P resident announced as committee to p repare  and sub­
m it suitable resolutions on the death of Hon. Geo. F . W righ t, 
Senators Saunders, W hiting  and Crossley.
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Senator Saunders, from  the committee appointed to d ra ft su it­
able resolutions on the death of Hon. Geo. F . W right, subm itted 
the following re p o r t :

Y our com m ittee appointed to d ra f t suitable resolutions upon 
the death  of the Hon. George F. W righ t, la te  of Council Bluffs, 

Iowa, beg leave to  subm it herew ith the follow ing r e p o r t :

George F. W rig h t was born  in  W arren , W ash ing ton  county, V t., 
December 5, 1833, and was the  eldest of a fam ily of four ch ild ren  
of the late F rank lin  Asher W right, born in Hanover, N. H., September 
17, 1801, and of C aroline Susanah W righ t, nee T illo ttson , bo rn  in 
Berlin, Vt., N ovem ber 3, 1807.

George F. W rig h t w as rea red  and spen t h is  boyhood on a fa rm  in 
his native S tate and a t the age of seventeen he commenced his academic 
education a t  W est R andolph, Vt., under th e  tu to ra g e  of the  la te  Hon. 
Austin A dam s of D ubuque, Iowa. D uring h is  academ ic tra in in g  he 
ta u g h t in  th e  d is tric t school during  th e  w in ter, as w as th e  custom  of 
m any New E ng land  boys. He com pleted a  p rep a ra to ry  course b u t did 
no t en ter college. In  th e  sp ring  of 1855, w hen he a tta in ed  h is m ajo rity , 
he came to  Iow a and  se ttled  in  K eosauqua, w here he com m enced th e  
study of law  in the  firm  of W right, K napp  & Caldw ell, a  law  firm  
composed of th e  la te  ex-Senator George G. W righ t, th e  la te  Hon. Jos. 
C. K napp of K eosauqua and Judge H enry  C. Caldw ell, now of L ittle  
Rock, A rk. In  1857 George F. W rig h t w as adm itted  to  the  p rac tice 
of law by Judge  H. H. H endershot. Im m ediate ly  a f te r  h is  adm is­
sion to  the  p rac tice of law  George G.' W rig h t re tire d  from  the_ law  
firm because of h is election  to  the Suprem e Bench of Iowa, and George 
F. W righ t becam e ju n io r  partne r. H is education , founded in  th e  
old-fashioned New E ng land  schools w as rounded  u n d er th e  tra in in g  
received from  his association  w ith  these em inen t law yers and ju ris ts . 
Aided by th e ir  ripe  business experience and  by his extensive ac­
quaintance w ith  business affairs he becam e an  active, persevering  
and successful lawyer.

In 1861 he en listed  in  response to  P res id en t L incoln’s call fo r 
75,000 vo lun teers and  in connection w ith  C aptain  (a f te rw ard s  Gen­
era l) Jam es H. T u ttle , raised  a com pany of vo lun teers in  Van B uren  
county, of w hich he w as elected th e  firs t lieu tenan t, receiv ing h is 
commission from  th e  hands of G overnor K irkw ood, a t  D avenport, 
Iowa. H is com pany rendezvoused a t  K eokuk  and  a f te r  being som e 
tim e in  cam p it  w as accepted in  the  second call fo r vo lun teers and  
becam e a p a r t of th e  Second R egim ent of Iow a V olunteers. Ju s t 
before th is  reg im ent w as m ustered  Ju d g e  Caldw ell w as elected m a jo r 
of the T hird  Iow a Cavalry and the  business of th e  law  firm  req u ired  
Mr. W right’s re tu rn  to Keosauqua. On his return , a t the request of 
Governor Kirkwood, he raised a company of S tate m ilitia, was elected 
captain th e reo f and his com pany was accepted by th e  G overnor for 
the  pro tection  of th e  Iowa border in V an B uren  county. This o rgan i­
zation was frequen tly  called to  the bo rder and  in to  th e  S ta te  of Mis­
souri un til th e  rebels and  guerrillas w ere driven o u t of th e  n o rth e rn



1907.] JO U R N A L  OF T H E  SE N A T E . 1481

p a rt of the S tate, w hen m ost of th e  com pany en listed  in  and becam e 
a p a rt of the F ifteen th  R egim ent of Iowa V olunteers.

On O ctober 2 6, 186 3, he was m arried  in th e  city of Chicago to  
E llen  E. W right, nee Brooks, of N orthfield, Vt. Six ch ild ren  w ere 
born of th is m arriage and five survived afte r h is death. In  the 
spring  of 1868 he moved to  Council Bluffs and  form ed a law  co­
partnersh ip  w ith Judge Caleb Baldwin. A fter th e  re tire m en t of 
Judge Baldwin from  the  firm  Mr. W righ t becam e th e  senior m em ber of 
th e  firm th a t was th en  organized and rem ained  such to  th e  tim e of 
h is death. In the practice of th e  law  he was subsequen tly  associated  
w ith the  Hon. John  F. Baldw in, now general counsel for th e  Union 
Pacific R ailroad and Amos J . Rising.

Mr. W righ t identified h im self from  th e  tim e of h is adven t into 
the  S tate of Iowa w ith th e  politics of th e  S tate  and  N ation. H e was 
always a staunch  R epublican and for m any years a lead ing  w orker 
in h is party , being frequen tly  tendered  a nom ination  as a m em ber 
of the L egislature from  his county and he invariab ly  declined the  honor. 
In 1875 he was elected as a member of th is body from  the N inth Senatorial 
d istric t of the State, the same being composed of the counties of P o tta ­
w attam ie and Mills. A fter serving as a Senator in the Sixteenth and 
S eventeenth G eneral A ssem blies, he was again  elected  S enator in  1879, 
in the Nineteenth Senatorial district, composed of the county of P o tta ­
w attam ie. He served from  th is  d is tric t in  th e  E ig h teen th  and  N ine­
teen th  General Assemblies. D uring h is sena to ria l ca reer h is re p u ta ­
tion  as a law yer and h is  energy and ab ility  won fo r h im  su b stan tia l 
influence in th is body. He was from the first a  m em ber of the Ju d i­
ciary Com m ittee and an  active and industrious w orker. He w as ever 
v ig ilan t and fa ith fu l in th e  t ru s t  im posed upon him , never allow ing 
his personal feelings to  sw erve him  from  th e  p a th  of du ty  and justice . 
He rendered the S ta te  fa ith fu l and com petent service an d  h is career 
reflected credit upon him self and honor upon his State. F or many 
years he was Com m issioner of th e  U nited S ta tes  C ircu it C ourt for 
the S tate  of Iowa.

In 1870 he becam e actively engaged in business and from  th a t  
date on he was prom inently  connected w ith  la rg e  business en terp rises. 
In  1886 he was prom inently  connected w ith th e  organ ization  of the  
u m a n a  <s vjouncil Bluffs R ailw ay and Bridge Com pany, th e  first e lectric  
railw ay line in  the  S ta te  of Iowa and the  second construc ted  in  th e  
U nited States.

As a lawyer Mr. W rig h t was prom inent, lead ing  and ab le and 
ever loyal to the righ ts of h is client. Gifted w ith  sound judgm ent, 
endowed w ith g rea t com m on-sense, possessed of a la rge  know ledge 
of m en and affairs, he w as ever ready  to  m eet h is  adversary  in  cou rt 
or in  the field of com prom ise, confident in  h is  resources and  ab ility  
to secure b e tte r resu lts  for h is client by nego tia tion  ra th e r  th a n  by 
prolonged and expensive litigation .

He died a t Council Bluffs, Iowa, on the 13th day of December, 
1906, surrounded by his wife and children.

W h e r e a s , George F. W right, a member of th is  body in the regular 
sessions of the S ixteenth, Seventeenth, E ig h teen th  and  N ineteen th  Gen-
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eral Assemblies, departed th is life in his home in Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
on the 12th day of December, 1906; therefore, be it

Resolved, T hat the Senate has learned w ith great sorrow and regret 
of th e  death  of the  Hon. Geo. P . W right, and it  recognizes th a t in h is 
dep a rtu re  th e  S tate has lo st an  honored and distinguished citizen, who 
served his S tate and generation  w ith  honor and credit. In  h is  career 
as  a m em ber of th is  body he was a  valuable public servan t and dis­
tinguished  by his ab ility  and  devotion to  public duty;

Resolved, That the Senate joins w ith his neighbors and friends in 
sorrow  a t  his loss, and i t  hereby tenders to  h is fam ily its  sincere 
sym pathy in th is  hou r of th e ir  bereavem ent; he it  fu rth e r

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be spread upon the records 
of th e  Senate and th a t  an  engrossed copy, au then tica ted  by the  P re s i­
den t and Secretary, be sen t to  the  widow and  fam ily of th e  deceased.

C. G . S a u n d e r s ,
J a m e s  J .  C e o s s l e y ,
W i l l  C. W h i t i n g ,

Committee.

President Pro Tem. Smith was called to the chair at 10:30 
o ’clock.

Senator Turner, from the joint committee appointed to secure 
chair and gavels for the President of the Senate and Speaker of the 
House, submitted the following report:

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives, Thirty-second
General Assembly:
Y our com m ittee appointed  for the  purpose of securing chairs and 

gavels for the P residen t of the  Senate and the Speaker of th e  House, 
beg leave to  report:

T h a t the  chair occupied by th e  P residen t of the Senate and the 
gavel used by him  in, presid ing  over the  deliberations of the  Senate 
be presented  to  him , and th a t

The chair occupied by th e  Speaker of the  H ouse and the  gavel used 
by him  in presiding over th e  deliberations of the House be presented  
to  him .

Very respectfu lly  subm itted,
F .  F .  J o n e s ,
G . H .  V a n H o u t e n ,
J o h n  C. D e M a r ,
D. W . T u r n e r ,
J .  A . D e A r m a n d ,
F. M. H orxiNS,

Adopted.

Senator Crossley moved that a committee of three be appointed 
to escort the President of the Senate to his desk.

Carried.


