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K nights of P y th ias , and the M asons, in which order he served as G rand 
M aster fo r the ju risd ic tion  of Iowa.

On A ugust 8, 1883, occurred the m arriage  of Thom as L agibert and 
Miss Jennie Cotton and they w ere the p a re n ts  of one daugh ter, M rs. 
Milton G. Gage of Cedar Rapids. Besides the w ife and daugh ter, M r. 
L am bert leaves one brother, C harles Lam bert of Sabula. Mr. L am bert 
died a t his home in Sabula, Iowa, Septem ber, 1923.

Now, Therefore, Be I t  Resolved  By the Senate of the F o rty -firs t Gen­
eral Assembly of Iowa, th a t  in the death of Thom as Lam bert the  s ta te  
and the com m unity where he lived have suffered the loss of an  influential 
and honorable citizen; and,

Be I t  F u r th er  Resolved, T h a t a copy of these resolutions be spread  upon 
the Jo u rn al of the Senate and th a t  the secretary  be directed to send an 
engrossed copy thereof to  the fam ily  of the deceased.

C h a s . S. B r o w n e  
C. F . J o h n s t o n  
F . C. G i l c h r i s t

Committee.
Senator Browne spoke in  p a r t  as follow s:

M r. P r e s i d e n t , and S e n a t o r s : I have known M r. L am bert fo r  a pe­
riod of twenty-five years. I will never fo rg e t the firs t tim e th a t I  m et 
him in the hotel in M aquoketa. I w as very much im pressed by him. He 
was a m an of high standing, very  quiet and unassum ing, and a perfec t 
gentlem an in his w ays; never too busy to give aid to  those in  need.

He served th ree  sessions in the House and five in  the Senate. In  the 
years th a t  came I got b e tte r acquainted w ith him  in business w ays and 
I found th a t  he w as always very  fa ir .

The s ta te  lost a valuable servan t when Thom as L am bert passed aw ay 
and the com m unity an adviser and a frien d ; he Was a m an th a t  w as a l­
ways w illing in tim es of need to aid those who w ere in  trouble.

The resolution was unanim ously adopted by  a rising  vote.

JA M E S  M. W ILSON

M r . P r e s id e n t  : Y'our com mittee appointed to p rep a re  resolutions com­
m em orating the life, character, and services of Jam es M. W ilson of Cen­
terville, Appanoose county, Iowa, begs leave to subm it the  follow ing 
re p o r t:

Jam es M. W ilson was born on Septem ber 8, 1866, n ea r  Monmouth, I lli­
nois, being the son of Jam es and E lizabeth W elsh W ilson, both natives of 
Scotland. H is early  youth w as passed in Illinois w here he attended the 
country schools and assisted his fa th e r  in the operation  of a coal mine, 
being employed in  hauling  coal from  the mine to the town of Monmouth. 
H is m other has been heard  to say frequently  th a t  he had a n a tu ra l ben t 
fo r politics and affairs of sta te , m anifested in  ea rly  life, and as illus­
tra tin g  th is  inclination, a t tim es when her son would be la te  re tu rn in g  
from  one of his trip s , his explanation  would be th a t  he w as in terested  
in a political speech or the election re tu rn s. V
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In  the year 1882 he came w ith  his p a ren ts  to Centerville, Iowa, where 
his fa th e r  engaged in the coal business, the son Jam es going to work as 
weighm as^er fo r his fa th e r’s mine. He w as am bitious fo r an education 
and attended high school, g rad u a tin g  in the class of 1886 as valedictorian. 
He attended Monmouth College fo r th ree  years and la te r  read law  in 
the office of Judge T. M. Fee, and attended the Iowa S tate  U niversity  a t 
Iowa City, g rad u a tin g  in the law  as presiden t of his class. He m arried  
Miss F lo ra  W hite on December 24, 1891, two children being born, Miss 
Eva, now Y. W. C. A. secretary  a t  M arshalltow n, Iowa, and Mrs. Jean  
Goodsell, Des Moines, Iowa, who, w ith his widow, survive.

Soon a f te r  his admission to the b a r  of Iowa he re tu rned  to  Centerville 
and soon established him self in the practice of law. He served as City 
A ttorney of Centerville and in 1896 was elected County A ttorney and re ­
elected in 1898, serving in both capacities w ith  credit. He was an able 
and forcible prosecutor, yet recognizing th a t  the office of prosecutor was 
a position to  be used not only as a m eans of enforcing the laws when vio­
lated  bu t as well to protect the rig h ts  of those w rongfully  accused. He 
was recognized as one of the forem ost tr ia l  law yers of Southern Jowa and 
commanded a la rg e  and varied  practice in  the courts of the state. He 
w as a strong  advocate, resourceful and ready in all emergencies to meet 
any  question aris in g  in the tr ia l of a case. He had a high sense of honor 
in his dealings w ith  his clients and the court, always having in mind the 
ethics of th e  profession and his duty as an a tto rney  to all parties. Being 
n a tu ra lly  a  g ifted  speaker, w ith  a command of language possessed by 
few, before a ju ry  he had the  ab ility  to p resen t the fac ts  and the appli­
cation of the  law  to the situation  in a m ost convincing manner.

From  early  manhood he took an active in te res t in the public affairs of 
the sta te  and nation  and his services were in dem and as a public speaker 
in alm ost every political cam paign. In 1912 he w as elected to the S tate 
Senate from  the th ird  d istric t, composed of Appanoose and Davis coun­
ties, and w as re-elected in the year 1916. He served w ith  m arked dis­
tinction in  the S ta te  Senate, being a com manding figure and leader in 
the legislature, serving on im portan t committees and exerting  a g rea t in­
fluence in shaping legislation a t  th a t time. H is advice was invaluable and 
eagerly sought on all constitutional questions arising  in the enacting of 
the laws of the sta te . He w as never too busy to give attention  to advice 
sought by the m ost humble client and no appeal fo r charity  ever w ent un­
heeded. He rendered professional services on num erous occasions w ith­
out rew ard  or the hope of receiving any com pensation therefor. He was 
in terested  in all public movements, and gave of his tim e and services in 
behalf of any  such movements. To know him  w as to be his friend. He 
w as to le ran t of the opinions and views of o thers and believed th a t there 
w as good in  everyone. He w as generous and unselfish to a marked degree 
and was beloved and respected by all. He died May 2, 1924.

Now, Therefore, Be I t  Resolved By the Senate of the F orty-first Gen­
era l Assembly of Iowa, th a t in the death of Jam es M. Wilson the sta te 
and the com m unity where he lived have suffered the loss of an influential 
and honorable citizen; and

B e^ t Further Resolved, T hat a copy of these resolutions be spread upon



JO U RN A L OF TH E SEN A TE 1297

the Jou rna l of the Senate and th a t the secretary  be directed to send an 
engrossed copy thereof to the fam ily  of the deceased.

L l o y d  E l l is  
J . L . B r o o k h a r t  
H a r r y  C. W h i t e

Com m ittee .

Senator Ellis spoke in p a r t  as fo llow s:

M r . P r e s i d e n t , S e n a t o r s  and F r i e n d s : I t  is a delight to me indeed
to be able to stand  here in th is  body ton igh t and say  ju s t a w ord fu r th e r  
than  the resolution in the memory of one whom you all knew and whom 
you all esteemed and honored.

Senator W ilson belonged to th a t  g rea t com pany of men and women 
who have helped to make h isto ry  in th is  country. He belonged to  th a t  
hea rty  Scotch ancestry  who m igra ted  to th is  country, established th e ir  
homes, w ent to work, and carved out fo r them selves a place in  th e  life 
of the com munities w here they resided. W hen he came w ith  h is p a re n ts  
to Appanoose county they w ere a humble folk. H is fa th e r  en tered  into 
the m ining industry  of Appanoose county. The S enator him self as a 
small boy began to w ork in the m ines and became associated w ith  his 
fa th e r  in th a t  type of work. He w as not satisfied, however, to confine 
himself fo r life to th a t industry .

He w ent th rough  common school in the tow n of Centerville, w ent to 
college, studied law  under the direction of one of the esteemed law yers 
of the city of Centerville, was adm itted  to the bar, and was an  honor 
to th a t profession during  all the  tim e th a t  he resided there.

Senator W ilson was a m an who w as always ready  to render a  service to 
his associates, always ready  to render a service to any  individual.

I t  has been noted in th is  resolution th a t S enator W ilson w as a born 
politician. My earliest recollection of the S enator as a young m an w as 
th a t  he had a g rea t fund of pep, he w as a fine ta lk e r, good in repartee , 
good in argum ent.

I  feel th a t in the untim ely death  of Senator W ilson we m ust all agree 
th a t the com m unity of Centerville and Appanoose county lost a valuable 
citizen. I  th ink  th a t we m ust recognize th a t the  s ta te  of Iowa lost a m an 
of g rea t value to it.

The resolution was unanim ously adopted by a rising  vote.

D. A. LYONS

M r . P r e s i d e n t : Your com m ittee appointed to p rep are  resolutions com­
m em orating the life, character, and services of D. A. Lyons, la te  of 
Cresco, H ow ard county, Iowa, begs leave to subm it th e  following re p o r t: 

D. A. Lyons was born Septem ber 8, 1851, in Chicago, 111., his p a re n ts  
being natives of County W aterfo rd , Ire land , w here they  w ere rea red  and 
m arried. They em igrated to the U nited S tates in 1847, and moved w est­
w ard to Iowa in 1868. He w as reared  upon the home fa rm  purchased  a t 
th a t tim e in B u rr  Oak tow nship, W inneshiek county. He acquired h is


