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HON. JA M E S  W ILSON

M r . S p e a k e r —Y our com m ittee appointed to d ra f t  resolutions, con­
cerning the life and public service of the Hon. Jam es W ilson of T raer, 
T am a county, Iowa, an  honorable member of the  House of R epresenta­
tives of the 12th, 13th and 14th General Assemblies, beg leave to sub­
mit the following r e p o r t :

Jam es W ilson w as born  in  a  fa rm  in A yrshire , Scotland, A ugust 16, 
1835. H e w as the son of John  and Jean  W ilson. H is fa th e r  w as a 
th r if ty  and in te lligen t producer of livestock, b u tte r  and milk. Believ­
ing him self fitted fo r la rg e r  opportunities, John  W ilson brought his 
fam ily  to Am erica in  1852, se ttling  firs t in Connecticut. The fam ily 
moved to  P e rry  tow nship, T am a county, in  1855, having saved money 
du ring  the  four y ears’ s tay  in  Connecticut sufficient to en ter a  h a lf  
section of land.

Jam es W ilson worked fo r h is uncle, W est W ilson in  the sum m er and 
attended  school in  the w in ter. He hired  to Stephen K lingam an to run  
h is sawm ill and sawed logs to  build m any of the houses and fences 
of n o rth  T am a in the two succeeding years. He also worked on a farm  
for E lijah  Guernsey, of Geneseo, during the summ er of 1860.

M r. W ilson, in  the days of his youth as well as th roughout his life, 
was a  g re a t student. The la te  G. Jaqua, who knew Tam a Jim  from  the  
tim e he arrived  in  no rth  T am a in 1855, once w rote of him  in  the S tar- 
C lipper: ‘He loved to read, and few  books or periodicals passed w ithin
his reach  b u t w hat he eagerly  devoured. J im ’s employer w as post­
m aste r of the new  settlem ent of W olf Creek, and i t  is said th a t no 
paper o r periodical ever lay  in  th a t  office th ree days -without his know­
ing all th a t  w as in  it. H e had  a  m ost capacious m ind for knowledge. 
Once he went to school to us a few months, and w hat a student he was. 
W hen he go t seated fo r study, so in ten t was he on his lesson th a t had 
an earthquake come he would no t have known it. A fte r th a t  w in ter 
he w ent to  Iowa college a y ea r or two and then g raduated  between the 
plow handles. A t th is tim e he could tu rn  an eighty rod fu rrow  as 
s tra ig h t as a  line, could rep e a t a t  least h a lf of B u m s’ poems or could 
make a  speech on the political issues of the day, th a t  would do credit 
to  those of m atu re  age.”

W hen the Civil W ar began, M r. W ilson and his b ro ther P ete r had 
s ta rted  fa rm ing  on th e ir  own account. They had become of age—men of 
m atu rity , and recognized the claim s of the governm ent on th e ir  services. 
They form ed a  co-partnership to  exist during the w ar, a  common a r ­
rangem ent among bro thers a t  th a t  time. One would enlist and the 
other would rem ain to look a f te r  home affairs. W hen the w ar would 
end an equal division would be made. This arrangem en t w as carried  
out. P e te r, being the stronger, enlisted, first serving as private , then 
corporal and then sergeant. The two owned eighty acres of land be­
tween them . W hen they divided, a  y ea r a f te r  the w ar w as closed, 
there w as a  h a lf  section of land, and all the hogs, ca ttle  and horses
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it would m ain ta in , to divide. W hile M r. W ilson w as adding  the th ree  
eighties and the stock, he w as a ttra c tin g  the a tten tion  of h is tow ns­
men, and one day in Septem ber, 1864, a t  the  home of D aniel Con­
nell, the plan w as form ed to make Mr. W ilson a  m em ber of th e  B oard 
of Supervisors, and it  w as successful. He w as elected in October, serv­
ing a te rm  of 1865-66.

M r. W ilson w as elected to th e  12th, 13th and 14th G eneral A ssem ­
blies as a  member from  T am a county, w here he served w ith  d istinc­
tion and honor to  him self and his country. In  passing, i t  is in te re s t­
ing to note th a t during  M r. W ilson’s term s in  th e  G eneral Assemblies, 
he acquired the appellation of “Tam a J im ” to  d istingu ish  him  from  
another Jam es W ilson who w as also a  member a t  th a t  tim e, and i t  w as 
by th a t  title  th a t  he w as best known to all who loved and  honored him. 
He w as unanim ously elected speaker of the 14th G eneral Assembly. 
H e w as elected to  the fo rty -th ird  and the fo rty -fo u rth  congresses and 
took an active p a r t  in securing legislation reducing  the cost of t r a n s ­
portation  of Iowa produces eastw ard  and in  the regu la tion  of In te r ­
s ta te  Commerce. He w as considered an au th o rity  on P a rlia m en ta ry  
Law  during  his two term s in  Congress.

A t the expiration  of h is term  of service, M r. W ilson re tu rn ed  to 
his farm  near T rae r, w here his fam ily  had continued to  reside. He 
was appointed a  m em ber of the S ta te  R ailroad Commission by G overnor 
Sherm an in 1882, and served elefven m onths in  th a t  capacity . M any 
im portant conclusions w ere reached during  th a t  period.

M r. W ilson enjoyed the distinction of being the first fa rm e r  to  go to 
Congress from  Iowa.

A fter his service in Congress, Mr. W ilson took up ag r ic u ltu ra l w rit­
ing. L ater he became a regen t of the Iowa S ta te  U n iversity  and  in 
1891 he was elected to the  chair of p rac tica l ag ric u ltu re  in the Iowa 
S ta te  College of A gricu ltu re a t  Ames and director of the  s ta te  ex­
perim ent station . He then became the g re a te s t in s tru m e n ta lity  fo r 
building up ag ricu ltu re  p u rsu its  th a t  Iowa ever had.

I t  was in F eb ru ary , 1897, th a t  he received w ord of h is appoin tm ent 
by P residen t McKinley to the cabinet portfo lio  of sec re ta ry  of a g r i­
culture, tak ing  up the duties of th a t office in  M arch of th a t  year.

W hen Mr. W ilson took office, the ag ric u ltu ra l developm ent of the 
country was already  rem arkable, bu t in the years d u rin g  w hich he w as 
a t  the helm of its  in te rests , so fa r  as the federa l governm ent w as 
concerned, th is  development w as increased f a r  beyond the  boundaries of 
n a tu ra l prom ise which m ere land and w ork afforded.

Mr. Wilson obtained on the m erits of one achievem ent a fte r another, 
un til i t  became a  universal belief among the  fa rm ers  th a t  the  d e p a r t­
m ent of ag ricu ltu re  w as w orking w ith  a  single m inded purpose fo r  
th e ir  benefits.
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In  the m anagem ent of the departm en t of ag ricu ltu re , he began w ith 
two cardinal ru les; first, to find the best m arkets fo r the products of 
the fa rm ; second, to induce and teach the fa rm ers  to  ra ise  the very 
best examples of the articles th a t  the m arkets w anted.

Through his effbrts and ability , the portfolio of the secretary  of ag­
ricu ltu re  developed from  one of m inor consideration to one of the most 
im portan t in the  cabinet.

He w as especially active in seeking new p lan ts fo r th is  country and 
in p lan t im provement. He is credited w ith  re-establish ing the M organ 
breed of horses, obtaining a crop of 00,000,000 bushels of A frican durum  
w heat, the introduction of new varie ties of rice for th e  south, the in ­
troduction of new varie ties of a lfa lfa  from  A rabia , S ahara , Chili, 
T u rkestan  and P eru , as well as new fru its  and vegetables.

He saw  the ag ricu ltu ra l balance of trad e  increase from  $234,000,000 . 
to $425,000,000.

Mr. W ilson w as head of the departm ent of ag ricu ltu re  fo r sixteen 
years. H is long service • in the cabinet constituted an  unparallelled 
record. He served under th ree  presidents, McKinley, Roosevelt and 
T aft.

M r. W ilson re tired  from  office on the  4th of M arch, 1913, when 
Woodrow W ilson replaced Mr. T a f t as President. On M arch 6, on the 
eve of his departu re  from  W ashington, 2500 employes of the d ep art­
m ent of ag ricu ltu re  tendered T am a Jim  a g rea t reception. F or two 
hours he stood in the N ational Coliseum and received the good wishes 
of his employes, m any of whom had worked under him  throughout 
the sixteen years. In  the presence of S ecretary  of S ta te  B ryan and 
S ecre tary  of A griculture Houston, they presented him w ith  a  life size 
bronze bu st of himself, a  replica of which was placed in  the depart­
m ent. The bronze bust is now the property  of T ra e r  and is in the 
public lib ra ry  there.

A g rea t homecoming fo r S ecretary  W ilson was arran g ed  on his re ­
tu rn  to Iowa and was held a t  Ames. There w as a big reception, p a ­
rade and banquet. The banquet w as given in  the college gymnasium. 
A ddresses w ere delivered by Mr. W ilson, Governor C larke and others. 
I t  is estim ated th a t the home folks who took p a r t in th is  reception, 
num bered more than  4000 people. Tam a Jim  then re tu rned  to T raer 
w ith  the intention of spending most of the rem ainder of his life among 
his children, relatives and old friends, b u t in June he accepted the ap ­
pointm ent of Governor Clarke to be one of a commission of Iowa to 
go to Europe to study ag ricu ltu ra l conditions of in te rest and profit 
to the Iowa farm er. He w as accompanied on th is tr ip  by H enry  W al­
lace, of W allace’s F arm er, his life long friend. They spent most of 
the tim e in the B ritish  Isles and Mr. W ilson visited his native land 
fo r the first time. He w as abroad about two m onths.



JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 2255

Tam a Jim  w as active in public service u n til the la s t two y ears  of 
his life when health  and s treng th  failed.

D uring his cabinet service and la te r he w as honored by several 
colleges and universities by being aw arded the honorary  degree of L. 
L. D. Among the schools to so honor him w ere the U n iv ersity  of 
Wisccnsin, U niversity  of M issouri, Cornell College and McGill un iversity . 
In all, he received L. L. D’s from  eighteen A m erican un iversities. He 
also was given L. L. D. by the un iversity  of E dinburgh. A ndrew  C ar­
negie, R ufus Choats and Mr. W ilson are the only A m ericans th u s  rec ­
ognized by the E dinburgh  university . Two hum orists, M ark  Tw ain 
and the actor, Joe Jefferson, w ere in tim ate friends of M r. W ilson.

Throughout all his busy public career, T am a Jip i never lost in te re s t in 
affairs at home. He loved his home community. He was always asso­
ciated w ith m any T ra e r  activities. He held m em bership in  th e  T ra n ­
quillity church and w as a fa ith fu l a tten d a n t when a t  home. Y ears 
ago when T ra e r  had a fa ir , he w as active in the m anagem ent. He w as 
president of the association several years. F o r  m any y ea rs , he w as 
president of the F irs t  N ational Bank, including the y ea rs  he spent 
in the cabinet in  W ashington.

Tam a Jim  was an able p la tfo rm  speaker and w as con tinually  in  de­
m and for addresses. He addressed conventions of associations of v a r ­
ious kinds and stum ped the country  for Republican cand ida tes during  
presidential and s ta te  cam paigns. He w as shrewd in  politics. He 
could travel over Iowa and fo recast the election resu lts  th e  m ost ac­
curately  of any m an we ever knew. F or th ir ty  years i t  w as h is lot to 
close the cam paign by a  speech in T rae r the n ig h t before election. In 
th is practice honors w ere bestowed on both sides. He fe lt honored by 
being invited to speak, his friends felt honored in  being able to hear 
him. He deeply apprecia ted  the courtesy.

Mr. W ilson w as m arried  on M ay 7, 1863, to Miss E sth e r  W ilbur, of 
Buckingham. Six children w ere born to the couple all of whom w ere 
living a t the tim e of his death. They w ere as follows: W ard  and
Peter,' who occupied the home farm  three miles w est of T ra e r ;  Jam es 
W., of Brookings, S. D., a p rofessor in the South D akota A g ricu ltu ra l 
College; Miss F lora , W ashington, D. C.; Ja sp e r  and W righ t, liv ing  n ea r 
Traer.

The five sons and Sherd W ilson, a nephew, served as pall bea rers, as 
was the wish of Mr. W ilson. B uria l was in the B uckingham  cem etery, 
Tam a county.

Whereas, The H onorable Jam es Wilson, w as called from  th is  life, 
A ugust 26, 1920, therefore,

Be it Resolved, T h a t the House of R epresentatives has  hea rd  w ith 
deep sorrow and reg re t of his death  and th a t  i t  recognizes the  high 
character of his service to his s ta te  and nation  and in  his death , the 
sta te  and nation  has lost a w orthy and noble ciizen, and,
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Be I t  Resolved F urther, That these resolutions be spread upon the 
journal, that engrossed copies of the same be sent to the members of 
his family.

F .  W . INGERSOLL,
F. B. Gilbert,
J ames S. F rancis,

Committee.

HON. JAMES WILSON

Be I t  Resolved, That in the passing of Honorable James Wilson, 
la te  of Tam a county, the  s ta te  has lost one of its most illustrious citi­
zens. H is service as a m em ber of th is  House in the Tw elfth, T hirteen th , 
and  F o u rte en th  G eneral Assemblies, and his en tire  public career cul­
m inating  in sixteen years’ service as secretary  of ag ricu ltu re  in the cab­
inets of P residen ts McKinley, Roosevelt and Taft, m ark  him  as a m an 
of unusua l in te llectual power, and of the  h ighest ideals of public serv­
ice. H is deeds reflect honor upon his nam e, and Iowa cherishes his 
m em ory am ong the best beloved ol’ her sons.

P. W. I n g e r s o l l .

Adopted March 23, 1921.

HON. CHARLES E. BOIES

C harles E. Boies was born on a farm  in Boone county, Illinois, J a n ­
uary  15, 1859, and a t the age of fourteen  came w ith the fam ily to Iowa, 
w here he se ttled  on a farm .

Ja n u ary  26, 1880, he was un ited  in m arriage to Miss Clara I. Miller, 
w ith  whom he lived in happy com panionship for over forty  years. Mr. 
Boies rem ained  a residen t of B uchanan county un til the tim e of his 
death . He was engaged in farm ing  and stock raising  all the tim e of 
h is m atu re  m anhood.

Since boyhood Mr. Boies was an active member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, which he served in an official capacity for m any 
years. He was a m em ber of the official board a t the tim e of his death. 
He was n o t a m em ber in nam e only, bu t a sincere C hristian.

Mr. Boies is survived by his widow and two daughters, Mrs. E. M. 
Wilcox, and Miss Inez M. Boies. His only son, Corporal Burr Boies, 
died in F ran ce  October 13, 1918. Mr. Boise also is survived by two 
b ro thers, H orace L. of Q uasqueton, and Congressm an Wm. D. Boies, 
of Sheldon.

Mr. Boies was a m em ber of the Independence Lodge No. 8 7, A. P. 
and  A. M., D eclaration chapter O. E. S., W apsi camp, M. W. 'A., and 
th e  Sons of the  A m erican Revolution. D uring his lifetim e he was


