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ing the Senate not to embarrass you with addresses, but this seems like a 
personal duty. Had I been the one to go and Andy Shinn had been asked 
to say a word for me I know he would have gone through "No Man's 
Land" and stood there for me. 

lt is' a great thing when the Senate of Iowa, or the Congress of the 
United States, will stop a moment and give attention to the memory of 
the honored dead. You must, as a Senate, have memory and forecast, 
and as long as the Senate will stop to talk over and commemorate the 
memories of those gone before who have served their public life and pick 
from their services those sound things that constitute great statesmen, 
then our republic is safe, and upon such homes as was the home of Andy 
Shinn, rests the future security of this republic. 

I will say for Andy Shinn that his grandfather died in a covered wag­
on. He was a Methodist minister who came to teach the Word of God. 
From that stock Andy Shinn was born-born in poverty. Through every 
vicissitude of life, the' burnished banner of honor that Andy Shinn car-
ried was ever without a stain. . 

Anyone knowing him as I have known him, must feel that no matter 
what is in the future-I don't know, you don't know, and it isn't for 
mere man to pierce the veil of futurity-but when the name of Andy 
Shinn is called, he will be there to answer. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted by a rising vote. 

JOHN E. WICHMAN ' 

Ma. PREsIDENT: Your committee which was appointed to report reso­
lutions commemorating the life, character and services of the late John 
E. Wichman, begs leave to submit the following report and moves its 
adoption~ 

John E. Wichman was born in Galena, Illinois, April 16, 1859. He lived 
in Galena until 21 years of age. After finishing the public schools he 
entered the Northwestern German English college, an institution owned 
by the German Methodist Church, which was then situated at Galena, 
but later removed to Charles City, Iowa, and in stilI later years merged 
with Morningside college at Sioux City. He graduated from the'normal 
department of this school in 1876. After his graduation he taught school 
and in 1881 came to Iowa, settling near Garner, Hancock County, where 
he worked on a farm during the summer and taught school during the 
rest of the year. 

He began the study of law at Garner in the spring of 1882, in the office 
"f A. C. Ripley, remaining with him a year and then pursuing his studies 
in the office of H. H. Bush, of Garner, with whom he formed a partner­
ship which continued for six years. He was admitted to the bar in 1884. 

He had practiced law in Garner continuously from that time until the 
time of his decease. For the past fifteen years he had been in partner­
ship with I. C. Hastings. He was an able and successful practitioner of 
his profession and was held in the highest esteem by his colleagues. 

He served Hancock County in the State Legislature in the Thirty-
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seventh and Thirty-eighth General Assemblies, 1917-1921. In the Thir­
ty-ninth, Fortieth and Fortieth extra General Assemblies he repre­
sented the Forty-third Senatorial District, Cerro Gordo, Franklin and 
Hancock counties, as their Senator. He was a member of the C'Ommission 
that made the revision of the Iowa Code, which was accepted by the 
State Legislature in 1924. 

He has held various positions of trust in Garner and her e,nvirons, and 
has carried responsibility well. He was mayor of the city for two terms, 
several years on the city council, served for years on the school board, 
four years as county attorney, and always worked shoulder to shoulder 
with the rank and file of the citizens. He was modest and unassuming, 
and accomplished his work in a quiet manner. 

He was married to Mary Lucy Prescott, November 15, 1888. To this 
union there were born three daughters, one dying in infancy. The two 
remaining, Mrs. Lois Fenlon, of Clinton, Iowa, and Charlotte Hindt of 
Rock Rapids, Iowa. These daughters, together with his faithful wife 
and companion, remain to mourn the passing of a devoted husband and 
father. He also leaves one brother, Fred Wichman of Alhambra, Cali­
fornia, and a sister, Mrs. George Merten of Garner. 

While the professional and political life carried him much into the pub­
lic yet no one was a greater lover of home than he. 

He was a member of the Masonic order, the Blue Lodge and the Chap­
ter in Garner and the Commandery in Mason City. He was also a mem­
ber of the Lions' Luncheon Club. 

The Methodist church has always been his church home and he was 
regular at her worship. For years he was chairman of the board of trus­
tees. For many years he sang in the choir and to every interest, local 
and missionary, he gave a generous support. He was ever loyal to his 
pastor and he will be sorely missed in the church he loved. 

In his last illness, which necessitated a very serious operation, and 
which terminated in his death, he was confined to the hospital just thirty 
days. Everything was done for him that was known to the best medical 
and surgical science but to no avail and he passed on and out "to that 
undiscovered country, from whose bourne no traveler returns." 

He had a wide acquaintance throughout the state who were numbered 
among his friends. These, together with the "home folks," will mourn 
his passing. 

For many years in the Twelfth Judicial District of this state and in 
the Supreme Court where he was engaged in legal practice, he was recog­
nized by judges and his brother lawyers as a careful trial lawyer of fine 
legal ability, a safe and trusted advis.er and a high-minded, courteous 
gentleman whose word was always good. He was faithful to his clients, 
true to his friends and true also as a capable public servant. He was In­
capable of trickery or unworthy conduct in politics or in public life as 
well as in business and social life. Probably his most outstanding work 
as a member of the Senate was his work in connection with the code 
revision. 

The death of John E. Wichman brings deep sorrow to his friends and 
associates in this legislative body and regret to all who knew him. 

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Forty-third Gen-
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eral Assembly of Iowa, that in the death of John E. Wichman, the pe0-

ple of the Forty-third Senatorial District and the people of the entire 
State of Iowa have sustained a great 1088. Everywhere he was known as 
a man honored and trusted, a man of sterling quality and irreproachable 
character. 

There/ore, Be It Further Resol"ved, That we extend to his estimable 
wife and to his family the deepest sympathy of this Body, and that we 
join with them in mourning the departure of 80 good a man. Their hus­
band and father we shall ever remember as our friend and a true public 
servant of the people. 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the journal of this Senate anil that the secretary be directed to send an 
engrossed copy thereof to the family of the deceased. 

Senator Clark spoke as follows: 

E. W. CLARK, 
O. E. GUNDERSON, 
Gm. W. CHRISTOPHEL, 

Committee. 

MR. PRESIDENT AND SENATORS: It was my privilege to have been aC"­
quainted with John E. Wichman ever since boyhood. I always admired 
him for his ability as a lawyer and for his sterling manhood. He was 
straightforward and when he believed in a certain principle he had the 
moral courage to advocate and defend it. He was uniformly courteous 
and kind. a good husband and a good father. He was considerate of the 
views of those with whom he could not agree, according to them the same 
honesty of purpose that always guided his actions. I feel a personal loss 
in his passing. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted by a rising vote. 

SYLVESTER CALVIN REES 

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions 
commemorating the life and public service of the Honorable Sylvester 
Calvin Rees, State Representative and State Senator, reports as follows: 

Mr. Rees was born on a farm near Carlisle, in Warren county, Iowa, 
on the 5th day of May, 1849. He was educated in the common school and 
in the high school of Carlisle. In 1868 he removed to Fremont county, 
where he taught school, and also worked as a clerk in different stores. 
He was engaged in farming, in which he was quite successful and ac­
quired considerable land. In his later years he also engaged in real 
estate and insurance business. 

In 1881 he was married to Miss Lulu Harris ~nd to this union were 
born the following children:" Paul Rees, J. R. Rees, Mrs. Edith Dyke and 
Mrs. Pearl Jones. 

Mr. Rees served Hamburg as a councilman and as mayor. In 1914 he 
was elected State Representative and was reelected in 1916, serving in 
the Thirty-sixth and Thirty-seventh General Assemblies. In 1922 he was 
elected State Senator and served in the Fortieth, Fortieth extra and 
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