
JO URN AL OF T H E  SE N A T E . 1761

and in saw mill and flouring mill, and as clerk in  a  store, a ttend ing  the 
common schools in the m eantim e un til May, 1859, when he removed to 
Mineral Ridge, Boone County, Iowa, and there engaged in  the general 
m erchandise business, buying and shipping stock and acting as postm aster. 
In 1870 he removed his store to the city of Boone; in 1875 engaged in 
banking.

He died a t his home in Boone, August, 1910, in less than  a week afte r 
returning, in good health, from a tr ip  around the world.

He represented his county as a  member of the F ourteen th  General As­
sembly and Boone and Story Counties as Senator in the Twenty-sixth 
Twenty-seventh, T hirtie th , Thirty-first, and Thirty-second General Assem­
blies, discharging his duties w ith honor and distinction, and he held many 
local offices.

He was always ready to help the poor and needy, which he did w ithout 
show or ostentation, and his benevolences were large and varied. He 
took g reat in terest in m atters for the education of the youth, giving a 
large endowment to the Swedish College a t  Rock Island, bu ilt and do­
nated to the city of Boone a splendid lib rary  building, and liberally  con­
tribu ted  to num erous other objects of like nature . He took an active in ­
te rest in  Masonic affairs and in the affairs of the P resbyterian  church, in 
both of which organizations he was an honored member.

Therefore resolved, T hat the Senate of the  S tate of Iowa, w ith  sorrow 
regret the death of the late Snator Ericson and tender to  h is family, 
friends, and associates, the sincere sym pathy of th is  body; th a t in  his 
death the sta te has lost one of its m ost honored citizens and his home city 
one of its greatest benefactors; th a t th is pream ble and resolution be 
printed in  the Journal and an engrossed copy thereof duly authenticated  
be sent to the city library  of Boone.

J. A. F i t c h p a t b i c k ,
J o h n  L. W i l s o n ,
J a s . A . S m i t h ,

Committee.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote.

Senator Ames, from a special committee, submitted the follow­
ing report and moved its adoption;

Mr. President: Your com mittee appointed to take recognition of the
-death of Senator Whipple, and to offer resolutions com m em orative of his 
life, character and public service, respectfully subm it the following:

W illiam P. Whipple was born December 26, 1856, on a  farm  n ea r the 
city of Vinton, Iowa, and grew to manhood thereon. He graduated  from 
the high school in Vinton and im m ediately thereafte r entered the  S tate 
U niversity, tak ing  the full collegiate and law courses therein  and receiv­
ing h is law degree in 1878. Soon thereafte r he entered upon the  practice 
of h is profession in h is  home city of Vinton, and continued in  such voca­
tion up to the tim e of h is death. H e early reacheid high ran k  in  the pro­
fession and was a recognized leader of the b a r  in  h is d istrict.
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He was first elected to the Senate from the Benton-Tama d!stric t in 
1901 and re-elected in  1906, serving in the Tw enty-ninth, Thirtieth , T hir­
ty-first, Thirty-second, Thirty-second Special and T hirty-th ird  General As­
semblies. A t the very beginning of his legislative career he took high 
place and held it  w ith increasing influence and power to the end of his 
service in the Senate.

F rom  an appreciation w ritten  of the Senator soon afte r h is death by an 
intim ate personal friend, we quote, w ith approval, the following:

“One of the most vivid memories of my early U niversity days is th a t 
of the face of a big-browed youth from Vinton, W illiam P. Whipple. I t 
was a  face th a t a t once and always challenged attention. You felt in­
stan tly  th a t you were in a ‘presence’. You expected him, when he spoke, 
to know w hat he was going to say before he said it. He looked delibera­
tion, m aturity , m astery. He was great enough to have brought honor to 
himself, his state, or his country in any station, however exacting or ex­
alted. But he was too gentle and retiring  to engage in strife  for place, 
and too modest to indulge in self-exploitation. The honors tha t actually 
came to him were not of his procurement but the sincere tribute of those 
who had gone near enough to him to see his great, good heart, and to get 
the true  measure of his mind. * * * He would have made an atto r­
ney-general surpassed by none in the history of the state. There was 
enough of the executive in his endowments to have rendered him illus­
trious as thfe head of our commonwealth. His was, however, more m ark­
edly a judicial temper. H is well stored mind, his m astery of the law as 
a  science, his clearness of reasoning, his ability  to recall precedent and 
apply principle, would socn have brought him fame as a member of our 
supreme court, and the nam e ‘W hipple’ attached to any opinion em anat­
ing  frcm  th a t tribunal would have given it added weight.

“Senator W h’pple was the au thor of m any im portant measures, though 
he competed with no member as to the num ber of bills he might intro­
duce. He had little  of the ‘beat ’em to it’ in his make up and never wrote 
any bill merely to get h is name into the journal or into the public mouth. 
H 's  m ost conspicuous services were rendered as a  member of the commit­
tee to supervise the publication and distribution of the Code Supplement 
in 1902; as the chairm an of the Committee to investigate the sta te edu­
cational institu tions in 1904; and as the au thor of the bill under which 
they are now controlled and adm inistered. B ut while these services and 
the  bills—which he personally introduced—brought forth  his name, they 
were not by any means a m easure of h is value to  the state. The best 
work of every sincere legislator is done in the quiet of the committee 
room or as a member of some sub-committee in charge of some bill with 
which his name m ay never be associated—sometimes far from the public 
eye—where the heart is open to one’s colleagues, where views are frankly 
given and where each member gets the full benefit of every other’s ex­
perience, reasoning and opinion. W hipple was, when necessary, a power on 
the floor, hut he was relatively stronger and more he'pful still in the com- 
m 'ttee  room where his keen analysis, broad grasp, large inform ation, and 
splendid reasoning powers made him  invaluable to  his colleagues.”
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Senator W hipple left surviving him his widow, form erly Jennie E. 
Keith, an adult son, Milo, and a little  daughter, V irginia, to all of whom 
he was deeply devoted and to whom his untim ely death  was a heavy 
crushing blow.

We, his colleagues, who knew him  so well and loved him  so much, do 
therefore resolve th a t in his death there has been taken out of the life 
of the community one of its  most exalted citizens; out of the life of the 
s ta te  one of its most conspicuously efficient public servants and out of 
Senate itself a legislator who gave the best th a t was in him  to hife col­
leagues w ithout s tin t or hesitancy and w ith never a thought as to where 
credit would rest.

We, therefore, recommend th a t th is  memorial be prin ted  in our Journal 
and th a t the Secretary of the Senate be instructed  to forw ard an en­
grossed copy of the same to  the fam ily of our deceased friend.

A s a  L .  A m e s ,
S h i b l e y  G i l l l l l a n d ,
J o h n  L. W i l s o n ,

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote.

Senator Taylor, from a special committee, submitted the fol­
lowing report and moved its adoption:
To the General A ssem bly  of the S ta te  of Iowa:

Your committee appointed to  d ra ft resolutions com mem orative of 
the life, character and public service of the Hon. H enry Clay Traverse, 
one of the pioneer residents of Davis County, Iowa, beg leave to subm it 
the following report:

W hereas, Judge H enry C. Traverse, of Bloomfield, Davis County, Iowa, 
departed th is life September 24th, 1909, and

W hereas, He was an  honored member of the House of R epresentatives 
of the Eleventh General Asembly and of the Senate in the Twelfth, T h ir­
teenth  and E ighteenth General Assemblies of the S tate of Iowa. In  the 
year 1862 he. enlisted in  Co. “F "  of the 30th Iowa Infan try , a fte r  th ree 
years’ arm y service he was honorably discharged and retu rned  to  Bloom­
field, afid began the practice of law, and in the  year 1889 was elected cir­
cuit judge of the Second Judicia l D istric t of Iowa. In  1886 d is tric t judge, 
holding those responsible offices w ith m arked ab ility  for fourten  conse­
cutive years, and

W hereas, his life, character,, and services to th e  sta te  and country were 
such as to  entitle him  to the confidence and esteem of h is fellow citizens;

Therefore, be it resolved th a t in  the death of the Hon. H enry  C. T ra­
verse the state of Iowa has lost a distinguished legislator, ju ris t, and pa­
trio tic  citizen, h is city and county a prom inent, active, energetic Chris- 
tan  gentlem an and his fam ily a k ind and indulgent husband and father, 
therefore be it

Resolved, T hat we extend to h is bereaved companion and children  and 
those near and dear to him  our sincere sym pathy in  th e ir  hour of sorrow, 
and be it  fu rther


