
JO U R N A L  OF T H E  SE N A T E. 2577

S can t o r  I l agei i i aun.  f ro m  a special  commi t t ee ,  s u b m i t t e d  the  fo l ­
lowing repor t  a n d  move d  its adopt ion  :■

A l . v r x  i r A  X I . K Y  W I I A I . K Y .

Alvin Manley W haley  w as b o rn  in W y o m in g  C ounty , New York, 
May 1 4, 1838. He w as a pupil in  th e  co m m o n  schools  un t i l  th e  age  
of fifteen, w hen  he e n te r e d  M idd lebury  A cadem y in W y o m in g  C oun ty ,  
co n tin u in g  the re ,  excep t d u r in g  th e  w in te rs  w hen  he ta u g h t ,  u n t i l  1861, 
w hen  the  b re a k in g  o u t  of th e  rebel l ion  p u t  an  end  to peacefu l p u r ­
suits .

P a tr io t ic  and  loyal, he qu ick ly  en lis ted  fo r  serv ice  and, a l t h o u g h  
w ith o u t  experience, w as  e lec ted  by his co m p an io n s  second l i e u te n a n t  
o f  C om pany K, S ev en tee n th  New Y ork  V o lu n tee r s ,  one  of th e  f i r s t  
com pan ies  to  enlis t .  Going to th e  f ron t  he  w as  w ith  th e  a rm y  o f  the  
P o tom ac ,  w here , on a cco u n t  of b ra ve ry  a n d  m er i t ,  he  w as  successively  
ad vanced  to th e  r a n k  of f i r s t  l i e u te n a n t  an d  th e n  cap ta in .

At F re d e r ick sb u rg ,  w h ile  lead in g  his m e n  in  a n  a s s a u l t  on th e  rebel 
w orks, he was s t ru c k  on  th e  h ea d  by a m u s k e t  ball ,  an d  i t  w as  s u p ­
posed by all t h a t  th i s  w as  th e  end  of h is  b r i l l i a n t  ca ree r .  A l th o u g h  
th e  skull w as f r a c tu re d ,  p ro m p t  su rg ica l  sk i l l  saved  h is  life, b u t  so 
r e m a rk a b le  w as his reco very  th a t  the  case  w as  r e p o r te d  a t  l e n g th  in  
“ T he  Medical an d  S u rg ica l  H is to ry  of th e  R e b e l l io n , ’’ an d  p ieces of 
h is  sku l l  a re  st ill p re se rv ed  in th e  m u s e u m  a t  W ash in g to n .  S ince 
th a t  acc iden t he h a d  a lw ay s  w o rn  a s i lver p la te  o ve r  h is  b ra in .

A f te r  being d is c h a rg ed  f ro m  t h e  h o sp i ta l  a t  G eorge tow n , h e  w as 
m u s te re d  out,  b u t  a lm o s t  im m ed ia te ly  r e - e n te re d  th e  service, r e ce iv ­
ing a commission as q u a r te rm as te r  and se rv ing  as a s s is ta n t  q u a r t e r ­
m a s te r  genera l .  B e in g  o rd e re d  to  A labam a , h e  w en t  to  V ick sb u rg ,  
and  was w ith  S h e rm a n  on  h is  ra id  and  l a t e r  in  h i s  f a m o u s  m a r c h  to 
the  sea. Soon a f te rw ard  the  w ar ended and  he re tu rn e d  to engage in 
fa rm ing  in his native  county in New York.

In  1869 he came to Iow a where he settled  a t  Aplington, B u tle r  
County, where he rap id ly  became one of the  w ealthy  m en of the  com­
m uni ty  th rough  his extensive grain, lum ber and stock operations, and 
l a t e r  because  of h is  b a n k in g  in te re s t s  qs p re s id e n t  of th e  E x c h a n g e  
B a n k  for m an y  years .

C ap ta in  W h a le y  w as  a lea d in g  R epub lican  all  h is  life an d  fo r  m a n y  
y ea rs  W'as well k no w n  an d  h o n o re d  in th e  counc ils  of h is  p a r ty .  In  
187 7 he  was e lec ted  to  r e p r e s e n t  B u t le r  C o u n ty  in  th e  Io w a  L eg is ­
la tu re ,  and w as r e tu rn e d  to th e  sam e office in 1 87 9. On th e  d ea th  
of S en a to r  W. B. G ay lo rd  h e .w a s  chosen to r e p r e s e n t  th e  F o r ty - s ix th  
Senatorial District,, which included Butler, Floyd and  Mitchell Coun­
ties, for the  un exp ired  te rm ,  b e ing  also re -e lec ted  for  th e  second  te rm .
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He was chairman of the  Committee on Military Affairs of the Sen­
ate, and also chairman of the Senate Committee which selected Mar­
shalltown, Iowa, as the location for the Iowa Soldiers’ Home.

He again re-entered politics when on the election of President Mc­
Kinley he was made postm aster  at  Aplington, an office which he held 
until a few years ago.

He was a member of the  Presbyterian  Church of Aplington, and for 
over twenty years was an elder in the church, being sent to represent 
the church in the Presbytery, and being sent in 1 898 to the General 
Assembly as representative of the Waterloo Presbytery.

He was a member of the Masonic Lodge of Parkersburg ,  having 
been honored as a Knight Tem plar and as a member of the Mystic 
Shrine. He was also a member of the John  Bradley G. A. R. post a t  
Parkersburg .

Mr. Whaley was m arried  on October 17, 1871, to Jane  Hull Smith, 
daugh ter  of George B. Smith, one of the  oldest leading residents of 
Aplington. She passed away a year ago last July. Four  sons are left 
to mourn their  fa ther 's  death.

Resolved, That in the death of this noble man the state has lost 
a worthy citizen, soldier and statesman, and the Senate a loved and 
honored member; and be it fu rther

Resolved, That these sentiments be entered upon the Senate Jo u r ­
nal and a copy be sent to the bereaved family of the deceased.

P. P. H a o k m a x .v .
J o h n  I , .  Wll .SOX,
D .  C. C h a s e ,

Com m i t t e r .

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising' vote.

Senator llage inaun . in m oving the adoption of the report of  
the committee, spoke as fo llow s:

M r . P r e s i d e n t — I t  was not my g o o d  fortune to know Captain 
Whaley. He lived in a small town about forty miles from my home 
town. S o  I am not in a position to add to anything set forth in the 
resolutions I only want to say th a t  a man who performed the serv­
ices Captain Whaley performed was not only a patriotic man, but a 
good m an and a man who ought to be fittingly remembered, and I 
therefore  take pleasure in moving the adoption of these resolutions.


