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H O N . W IL L IA M  M A N S F IE L D  W A L K E R

M r . S p e a k e r : Y our com m ittee, appo in ted  to  p re p a re  re so lu tio n s  com 
m em o ra tin g  th e  life and  public  serv ice o f th e  H onorab le  W illiam  M an s
field W alker, s ta te  re p re se n ta tiv e , re p o r ts  as fo llow s:

M r. W alke r w as horn  in  V an  B u ren  county , Iow a, A u g u s t 22, 1852, 
and  died in  K eosauqua M arch  19, 1930. H is p a re n ts , D r. P e te r  W alk e r 
and  C h ris tian n  (S ch u y le r) W alk e r, h av in g  died w hen M r. W a lk e r  w as 
a sm all boy, he m ade h is  hom e w ith  re la tiv e s , and  a tte n d e d  c o u n try  
school, la te r  teach ing . H e took up  th e  stu d y  of law , w as  a d m itte d  to  
th e  b a r  in 1881 and  in  1884 located  in K eosauqua a s  a m em ber o f th e  firm  
o f Lea, W h erry  & W alker. In  1885 he w as elected  re p r e s e n ta t iv e  a n d  
served  in th e  T w en ty -firs t G enera l A ssem bly. A f te r  th e  d e a th  o f M r. 
L ea in 1885 th e  firm  rem ain ed  W h erry  & W alk e r u n ti l  th e  rem o v a l o f 
M r. W h erry  to Los A ngeles, C a lifo rn ia , w hen th e  firm  b ecam e W a lk e r 
& M cB eth, and so rem ain ed  u n til M r. W alk e r w as e lec ted  a  ju d g e  o f th e  
Second Ju d ic ia l D is tr ic t in  1922. H e w as re-elected  fo u r  y e a rs  la t e r  a n d  
w as se rv in g  in  th a t  position  at. th e  tim e  of h is  d ea th .

M r. W alke r w as g re a t ly  in te re s te d  in  h is p ro fession  in  w h ich  he g a in e d  
d is tin c tio n  fo r h is th o ro u g h  know ledge of th e  law , h is  p ro fe ss io n a l r e c t i 
tu d e , h is fa irn e ss  of ju d g m en t and  h is courage. N o th in g  can  d e m o n s tra te  
m ore c lea rly  th e  q u a lity  o f h is m ind and  sp ir i t  th a n  th e  f a c t  t h a t  a  m an  
w ho had  none of th e  a d v a n ta g e s  of law  school o r college could  be e lec ted  
as a  m em ber of the  G enera l A ssem bly  and  tw ice  e lec ted  ju d g e  o f  th e  
d is tr ic t court.

H e w as a  m an  of b road  h u m an  sym pathy , c h a rita b le  in  h is  ju d g m e n ts , 
k ind ly  and  unselfish in  h is  dea lings w ith  h is fe llow m en. .

Therefore , B e  I t  Resolved,  T h a t in  th e  d ea th  o f H o n o rab le  W illiam  
M ansfield W alker, th e  s ta te  h as  lo s t a  w o rth y  and  in f lu en tia l c itiz e n ; a n d

B e I t  F u r th e r  Resolved,  T h a t th is  reso lu tion  o f re s p e c t an d  a p p re c ia 
tion  be p rin ted  in th e  Jo u rn a l of th e  H ouse.

S t a n l e y  W a t t s ,
L e o n a r d  S i m m e r ,
H .  C . P a t t i s o n ,

C o m m it tee .
U nanim ously  a d o p te d  A p ri l  13, .1.931.

H O N . D A V ID  D. W E B S T E R

M r . S p e a k e r : Y our com m ittee, appo in ted  to  p re p a re  re so lu tio n s  com 
m em ora ting  th e  life  an d  public  service of th e  H o n o rab le  D av id  D. W eb
s te r, la te  of M usca tine  C ounty , Iow a, beg leave to  su b m it th e  fo llo w in g  
m em o ria l:

D avid  D. W eb ste r w as b o rn  in  L ouisa  C ounty , Iow a, M ay 2, 1858. H e 
se ttled  on a fa rm  in  M usca tine  county . H e w as m a r r ie d  to  A n n a  L one 
of M uscatine, S ep tem ber 7, 1881. To th is  un ion  tw o ch ild ren  w e re  b o rn . 
B esides h is w ife  he is su rv ived  by one d a u g h te r , M rs. N ellie  S p r in g  o f 
T ucson, A rizona, and  one son, H a r ry  D. W eb ste r o f  M u sca tin e .

H e w as affiliated in  e a r ly  life  w ith  th e  M e th o d is t C hu rch . L a te r  he
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joined the Congregational Church. He w as a fa ith fu l member of both 
organizations.

He was a member of the Board of Supervisors fo r  six years. A t the 
expira tion  of his te rm  he was elected a member of th e  Thirty-second 
General Assembly on the  republican ticket, where he served w ith honor 
and distinction to the people of his county and the s ta te  of Iowa.

He died M arch 10, 1930, a f te r  an illness of six years. H is age was 
seventy-two years, ten  m onths, and eigh t days.

Therefore, Be It  Resolved by the House of Representatives of the 
Forty-fourth General Assembly of the Sta te  of Iowa, T h a t the foregoing 
m em orial be adopted as its  appreciation of the life and charac ter and 
public service of the  Honorable David D. W ebster.

Be It Further Resolved, T h a t these resolutions be spread on the records 
of th is House, and an enrolled copy thereof be sent to the  fam ily of the 
deceased.

T h e o d o r e  D r a k e ,
R a l p h  R . H u n t ,
S a m u e l  D . W h i t i n g ,

Committee.
Unanimously adopted April 13, 1931. I

HON. W IN F IE L D  SCOTT W ITHROW

M r . S p e a k e r : Your committee, appointed to  p rep are  resolutions com
m em orating the life and public service of th e  Honorable Winfield Scott 
W ithrow, S tate  Representative, reports  as follows:

Mr. W ithrow  was born a t  Salem, H enry  County, Iowa, Septem ber 28, 
1855, and died a t M ount P leasan t, F eb ru ary  7, 1930. B uria l was in 
F o rest Home Cemetery, M ount P leasant.

He attended public school in Salem and w as graduated  from  W hittier 
College, Salem, Iowa. In  1880 he was graduated  from  the Law  D epart
m ent of the S tate U niversity  of Iowa, adm itted to  the bar and began 
p ractice a t  Salem. He soon th e re a fte r  purchased the Salem News and 
edited it  in connection w ith  his law  practice. Two years la te r  he d is
posed of the News and becam e a ss is ta n t cashier of the Salem Savings 
Bank. In  1883 he w ent to  M ankato, Minnesota, as editorial a ss is tan t 
on the F ree  Press. However, in  1884 he re tu rned  to Salem and resum ed 
his duties in  the bank and looked a fte r  his law  practice. In  1884 he 
w as elected represen tative and served in  the Tw enty-first General A ssem 
bly. He served on the town council and was also m ayor. In 1887 he 
removed to Mount P leasan t and devoted him self to the practice of law, 
f irs t in p a rtn e rsh ip ‘w ith W illiam J. Jeffries, la te r w ith W. F. Kopp, and 
finally w ith W. I. Babb. June 15, 1896, Governor D rake appointed him 
a judge of. the newly created Tw entieth Judicial D istrict. By reason of 
elections he continued in th a t position un til A pril 19, 1913, when he re 
signed to  accept the appointm ent by Governor Clarke as justice of the 
suprem e court, in which position he served until Ja n u a ry , 1915, when he 
re tu rn ed  to  law  practice a t M ount P leasan t. Ju ly  8, 1916, Governor Clarke 
appointed him a member of the S ta te  Board of Parole. He resigned from


