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John B. T ruax , rep resen ta tive  from  Buchanan county, w as born in 
Ind iana in 1859. In  1864 he moved to Iowa w ith his p a re n ts  who settled  
on a fa rm  in the northern  p a r t  of Buchanan county. He followed the  
occupation of fa rm er un til 1884, when he m et w ith  an  accident which 
made it  impossible fo r him to continue. He worked in  a general store fo r  
a num ber of years, and in 1898 was elected county recorder fo r  B uchanan  
county and served tw enty  consecutive years. D uring  th a t  tim e he p u r ­
chased a set of ab s tra c t books and followed th a t  occupation fo r a num ber 
of years. He was m arried  to E lla  O. Law rence of H azelton, Iowa, Novem ­
ber 7, 1880, and to them  w as born one daughter who is now the w ife of 
A. J . Schuette, who is the p rop rie to r of the book sto re  in Independence. 
Mr. T ruax  was a member of Independence Lodge No. 87, A. F . & A. M., 
and was its secretary  fo r tw enty-six  years. H e w as also a m em ber of 
O. E. S. and of the M ethodist Church. He w as alw ays a  republican  in 
politics. He was elected rep resen ta tive  of the S ixty-seventh  D istric t in  
1924 and re-elected in 1926 and 1928.

Mr. T ruax  was g rea tly  handicapped physically fo r a num ber of years, 
being unable to walk w ithout the  aid of a cane, and in his la tte r  y ea rs  
only w ith crutches. He alw ays bore his affliction patien tly , w as ever 
cordial and p leasant, had m any friends who esteemed him highly. W as 
a kind husband and fa th e r  and as a leg isla tor w as h ighly regarded  and  
well though t of, alw ays showing a C hristian  sp irit.

Respectfully subm itted,
W. H. G i s s e l ,
S . R . T o r g e s o n ,
E. M. L i c h t y ,

Com m ittee.
Unanimously adopted April 13, 1931.

HON. G. H. VAN H O U T E N

M r . S p e a k e r : Y our committee, appointed to  p rep a re  su itab le reso lu ­
tions com m em orating th e  life and service of th e  Hon. G. H. V an  H outen 
of Taylor County, Iowa, beg leave to subm it the following r e p o r t :

George H. Van H outen was born near Rockport, M issouri, A tchinson 
county, F eb ru ary  24, 1847, and died a t Lenox, Iowa, October 17, 1930. 
In the year 1848, w ith  his paren ts, he came to  M adison C ounty, Iowa, 
about five miles east of W interset, m oving to Cass county in 1850 n ea r 
Lewis, then the county seat of Cass county, again  in 1855 m oving to 
Taylor county near Conway.

In the year of 1864 he volunteered h is service and w as accepted in  
Company E , 4th M issouri Cavalry, U nited S ta tes  Service, a t  Sedalia, 
Missouri, and w as honorably discharged a t  St. Louis, Ju ly  5, 1865.

In  1866 he was m arried  to Salina A. Jenks, a p laym ate of h is childhood 
days. They began life toge ther near Lenox, Iowa, w here tw elve children 
were born to them  who grew  to m a tu rity , besides help ing to  ra ise  eigh t 
orphan children. On account of poor school facilities and im paired  eye- 

• sight caused by measles, his education w as neglected u n til w hen his
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ch ild ren  w ere a tte n d in g  school, he ag a in  en te red  school w ith  such success 
th a t  he la te r  becam e a  teac h er.

H e follow ed th e  occupation  of fa rm e r , stock ra is e r , n u rse ry m an , p u b ­
lish e r  an d  le c tu re r . H e h a d  an  env iab le  re p u ta tio n  as an  o ra to r  and  
public  speaker. One of h is g re a te s t  a sse ts  w as h is w onderfu l m em ory 
of w h a t he had  observed and  read . H e w as coun ty  tr e a s u re r  1884-1885; 
w as once p o stm aste r of L enox; se c re ta ry  of S o u th w este rn  Iow a H o rti­
c u ltu ra l Society, se c re ta ry  of Iow a S ta te  H o r tic u ltu ra l Society, sec re ta ry  
o f Iow a A g ricu ltu re , se c re ta ry  of A m erican  A ssocia tion  of F a ir s  and 
E xpositions . In  th e  y e a r  1891 he w as th e  chosen nom inee of h is  p a r ty  
fo r  lie u te n a n t governor. H e served  as a m em ber o f th e  H ouse o f R ep­
re se n ta tiv e s  in  th e  T w en ty -six th , T w en ty -six th  E x tra ,  T w en ty -seven th  
a n d  T h irty -second  G enera l A ssem blies from  th e  E ig h th  D is tr ic t w here he 
becam e know n as a p a r lia m e n ta r ia n .

As a pub lisher, he published  th e  Lenox T im e T able, th e  In d u s tr ia l 
Record and  A rg u s of B edford , an d  th e  R u ra l N o rth w es t in Des Moines. 
T he N ew  T im es, la te r  conso lidated  w ith  th e  Lenox T im e T able, w as th e  
la s t  new sp ap er he owned and  pub lished . H e h ad  been a c o n tr ib u to r to 
m an y  o th e r pub lications. H e w as a c h a r te r  m em ber of E xcelsio r G range 
n e a r  Lenox, th e  S unday  School, M. E . C hurch , M asons, I. O. O. F ., 
K. P ., Good T em plars, O rd e r of E a s te rn  S ta r ,  Sons of V e te ran s , G. A. R., 
a ll of Lenox, and  th e  C onsis to ry  of Des M oines. In  politics, he w as a  
rep u b lican , ta k in g  g r e a t  in te re s t in po litica l a ffa irs  of h is  s ta te  and 
n a tion .

A s a w orld  tra v e le r , h is to r ia n  an d  le c tu re r , he h a d  few  equals and  no 
su p erio rs . In  th e  y e a r  1927, he m ade a t r ip  to  E u ro p e , A sia  and  A frica , 
w hen m ore th a n  80 y ea rs  of age, v is itin g  th e  H oly L and  on th a t  tr ip .  
In  re c e n t y e a rs  he had  been em ployed as  a le c tu re r  a t  KM A and K F N F
R adio  S ta tio n s  a t  S henandoah , Iow a.

H is w idow ; one b ro th e r, O scar, Y ak im a, W a sh in g to n ; fo u r  sons, M. B. 
and  V., B ellingham , W ash in g to n ; W. C., Lenox, Iow a; A. W ., D avenpo rt, 
Io w a ; fo u r  d au g h te rs , M arge  B a rre n s , Lenox, Io w a ; Abi L. D aw son, 
V erad a le , W ash in g to n ; B essie M cE leern , M aryville , C a lifo rn ia ; C la ra  
M y rtle  B oyer, C reston , Io w a ; M ary  D. Bell, B ellingham , W ash ing ton , 
su rv iv e  him .

B e  I t  Resolved,  T h a t in  th e  p a ss in g  of th e  H on. G eorge H . V an  H outen , 
th e  s ta te  h a s  lo s t a va luab le  and  honored citizen , a m an  of h igh  ideals in  
C h ris tia n  liv ing .

B e I t  F u r th e r  Resolved,  T h a t these  reso lu tio n s of re sp ec t and  ap p rec ia ­
tion  be p r in te d  in  th e  Jo u rn a l o f th e  H ouse and  th a t  th e  C hief C lerk be 
d irec ted  to  fo rw a rd  copies to  th e  su rv iv in g  re la tiv es .

C. S. H o o k ,
F .  D . A u g u s t i n e ,
P a u l  L. M i l l h o n e ,

Comm ittee.
Unanim ously adopted A pril 13, 1931.


