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In te r-S ta te  N urseries products over a  num ber of midwest radio stations. 
H is nam e, “Uncle Billy the N urserym an,” became a household word over a 
wide area.

C arl’s in te rest tu rned to Republican politics shortly  before W orld W ar 
II , when he sought and was elected to eight years in the Iowa Senate, 
serv ing  from  1938 until a f te r  the w ar. M any still called him “ Senator 
S ju lin .”

M r. S julin  was a city councilman in H am burg fo r m any years, and 
w as active in M ethodist Church affairs until recent years, serving on the 
board of trustees.

O ther memberships included Jerusalem  Lodge 253 A F  & AM, the H am 
b u rg  A m erican Legion Post 156, the A m erican N urserym en’s Association, 
and the N ational Mail O rder N ursery  Association.

Survivors include his wife, U na; th ree  sons, S terling  and Carl of H am 
burg , P au l of Shenandoah; and th ree  grandchildren.

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the Senate of the S ix ty- fif th  General 
Assembly  of Iowa:  T h a t in the  passing of the Honorable Carl 0 . Sjulin, 
the  S ta te  of Iowa has lost a valued, loyal and honored citizen, and by 
th is  resolution tenders its  sincere sym pathy to  the  members of his fam ily.

Be I t  F urther Resolved:  T h a t a copy of th is  resolution be spread upon 
the  Jo u rn a l of the Senate and the S ecretary  of the Senate be instructed  
to fo rw ard  an  enrolled copy to  each member of his family.

CALVIN O. HULTM AN, Chairm an 
JA M E S  E. B R ILES 
JA M E S F. SCHABEN

Committee

The resolution was unanim ously adopted.

CH A RLES S. VAN EATON

M r . P r e s i d e n t : Your committee, appointed to p repare  a  suitable reso
lu tion  com mem orating the life, ch arac ter and public service of the late 
Honorable Charles S. Van E aton, begs leave to subm it the following 
m em oria l:

C harles S. Van Eaton w as born A ugust 10, 1889, in Tacoma, W ashington, 
and moved to Iowa th ree years la ter. He spent his boyhood in Iowa and 
w estern  Canada.

He w as graduated  from  Iowa Business College in Council Bluffs in 
1908 and from  Graceland College in Lamoni, Iowa in 1911.

Mr. V an E aton  was elected to the Iowa General Assembly in 1943 and 
served two term s in the House of R epresentatives and th ree term s in the 
Senate.

He w as one of the founders of the Iowa Development Commission, 
serv ing  on its  board of d irectors fo r  eigh t years. He worked fo r and gained 
passage of Iowa’s Revenue Bond Bill perm itting  cities and tow ns to  issue 
revenue bonds to industries deciding to locate in  the state.

M r. V an  E aton  came to  be known th roughout the sta te  as “ Mr. Toll 
R oad” fo r his promotion in the  leg isla tu re  of a toll road across Iowa.
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The bill, which w as passed th ree  y ears  la te r, w as fo r  $300,000,000, the 
la rg est money bill ever passed by the leg isla tu re up to th a t  tim e. In te r 
s ta te  80 now is bu ilt on the survey which Mr. V an E aton  orig inally  obtained 
fo r th e  toll road.

D uring  W orld W ar II, he served on the  Seventh Regional W ar Labor 
Board which met in  K ansas City and St. Louis.

In  1965, he w as made a m em ber of the P ioneer L aw m akers Club of 
Iowa fo r  years of service in the s ta te  legislature.

Mr. Van E aton  owned a hardw are, fu rn itu re  and u n d ertak ing  business 
and a general store in  P isgah, Iowa, and la te r  opened an  O. P. Skaggs 
store in Frem ont, N ebraska, in 1928.

A fte r selling his F rem ont store, M r. Van E aton  moved to Sioux C ity 
where in 1930 he opened the  city ’s firs t self-serve superm arket. He 
developed a chain of tw enty-four stores in Iowa, M innesota, South D akota 
and N ebraska.

Mr. Van E aton  w as active in community affa irs  th roughou t the years 
he lived in Sioux City.

He was aw arded th e  K iw anis Gold Medal fo r his distinguished service 
to the community in 1940. He w as chairm an of the  Com m unity Chest in 
1935 and served on th e  board of directors of W all S tre e t Mission.

In  1959 he received a citation  from  the  Salvation A rm y fo r h is services 
to th a t organization.

Mr. Van E aton  served on the board of M orningside College fo r tw enty- 
four years and w as chairm an of th e ir  Endow m ent Com mittee fo r  m any 
years. In  1954 he w as given an  H onorary  Doctor of Laws degree fo r  his 
service to the college.

He served two term s as presiden t of the Sioux City Cham ber of Com
merce in 1940 and 1941 and d u ring  his term s w as in stru m en ta l in  develop
ing the organization  called Ten Thousand Sioux C ityans.

He served on the  boards of the YMCA and th e  M ethodist H ospital and 
w as on the M unicipal A uditorium  board  fo r eighteen years, fifteen y ears  
of which he served as president.

In 1965, he w as given citations from  the City of Sioux City and  th e  
A uditorium  board and a Golden Key to the city fo r  his y ea rs  of service 
including his pilo ting  of the bill th rough  th e  Iow a L eg islatu re which m ade 
i t  possible fo r  th e  city  to have an  auditorium .

Mr. Van E aton  w as p as t p residen t of the Lions Club and  a m em ber of 
T y rian  Lodge, A F  & AM, the Shrine and the  Scottish  Rite. In  1965, he 
w as made a K nigh t Commander C ourt of H onor by the Sioux C ity Con
sistory. He w as also a m em ber of the  Reorganized C hurch of L a tte r  Day 
Saints.

Mr. Van E aton  died F eb ru ary  13, 1974. S urv ivors include h is widow, 
Gail, whom he m arried  October 8, 1955. He is also survived by tw o step 
sons, Russell R. M artin  of Denver, Colorado and George W. M artin  of 
G rand Island, N ebraska.

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the Senate o f the S ix ty - fi f th  G eneral 
A ssem bly o f Iow a: T h a t in  th e  passing  of the  H onorable C harles S.
V an Eaton, the s ta te  has lost an  honored citizen and  a  fa ith fu l and  usefu l 
public servant, and the Senate by th is  resolution would express its  app rec ia
tion of his services to his com munity, s ta te  and  nation  and tender its  
sym pathy and kindest reg a rd s to  the  members of h is fam ily.
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Be I t  Further Resolved: T hat a copy of th is resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the State, and th a t the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to forward an enrolled copy to the fam ily of the deceased.

E. KEVIN KELLY, Chairman 
LEONARD C. ANDERSEN 
JAM ES F. SCHABEN

Committee

The resolution was unanimously adopted.


