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In 1887 he was nom inated a t the Republican S enatorial convention held 
a t Fairfield, Iowa, and was elected twice, serving the d istric t Composed of 
Van Buren and Jefferson counties in the Twenty-second, Tw enty-third, 
Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth General Assemblies. He was tw ice chair
man of the Senate committee on Agriculture, and was an active m em ber 
of the committees on Schools and Banks.

He lived the simple life and delighted to mingle w ith the people. He 
loved his home and was happy in  his fam ily in  whom he took pardonable 
pride. He was beloved by his neighbors and friends who consider hie 
death a g reat loss to the state. He was honest and uprigh t in  all h is 
dealings and had the confidence of all who knew him.

W h e r e a s , The Honorable Benjam in Rex Vale, a member of th is  body 
in  the Twenty-second, Twenty-third, Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Gen
eral Assemblies, has been called from  th is  life; therefore be it

Resolved, T hat the Senate has heard w ith deep sorrow  and reg re t of 
his death and th a t i t  recognizes the  high character of h is service to  h i 3  

state and in h is death the sta te  has lost a w orthy and noble citizen.
Resolved, T hat th is  Senate extend to h is fam ily its sincere sym pathy in 

th e ir  great bereavement. Be it fu rth e r
Resolved, T hat these resolutions be entered upon our Senate Journal 

and a copy be s.ent to the bereaved fam ily of th e  deceased.
J. H. T a y l o r ,

D. C . C h a s e ,

J. A. W h i t e ,
C om m ittee.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote.
Senator Taylor in moving the adoption of the resolutions spoke 

as follows:
M r . P r e s i d e n t —In  moving the adoption of these resolutions I  d e s i r e  

to say tha t I became acquainted w ith Ex-Senator Vale soon afte r my en
trance into Van Buren 'County, about twelve years ago.

In  order to appreciate the manhood and the strength  of character of 
Ex-Senator Vale it  would be necessary to become acquainted w ith him. 
He was a m an of affairs. He was a m an who knew a great deal about 
everything th a t was going on in  his county and in  his state. N otw ith
standing th is fact, his whole life was devoted more particu larly  to the 
things which were concerned w ith his own county and neighborhood. He 
had a delightful home, a t the head of which he presided w ith a  grace and 
dignity. He was a Christian man. He was a  m an who was dearly  be
loved by all h is neighbors and friends because of the in te rest he took in 
them. He served m any years as secretary of the local tow nship school 
board because he was interested in  the cause of proper education. He 
took a very large in te rest in  the schools of the sta te  as well as the schools 
of his own community.

His children w ere educated in  the colleges of th is state. One of hie 
sons now occupies the old home farm , being recently a graduate of the 
Iowa State College a t  Ames. He was a m an who took a g rea t in te rest 
in  religious affairs and kept up the old tim e custom of the fam ily a lta r.
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and those th ings which m ark th e  home as the one place above all others 
where grace, peace and love abound, were ever present in  his home.

In  the death of Ex-Senator Vale, Van Buren County and the State of 
Iowa loses one of its very best citizens.

Senator Darrah from a special committee submitted the fol
lowing report and moved its adoption:

M e . P r e s id e n t —Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com
m em orating the life, character and public services of W arren S. Dungan 
beg leave to subm it the following report:

WARREN S. DUNGAN.

W arren S. Dungan, of Chariton, Lucas County, Iowa, was a member of 
the Senate in  the N inth and N inth E x tra  General Assemblies, a  member 
of the House in the E ighteenth and N ineteenth General Assemblies, and 
again a member of the Senate in  the Twenty-second and Twenty-third 
General Assemblies.

He was L ieutenant Governor under F rank  D. Jackson, from 1894 to 
1896, and president of th is  Senate during  the session of the Twenty-fifth 
General Assembly.

Colonel Dungan, as he was fam iliarly  known, was born of Scotch-Irish 
parentage on September 12, 1822, and died May 9, 1913. He was an active 
and prom inent member of the Sons of the American Revolution, his grand

father, Wm. M cFarren, being an ensign in  the  w ar of the Revolution, and 
his great-grandfather, John Scott, was commissary general of the Pennsyl
vania line. In  1851 he w ent to Panola, Mississippi, and taught school for 
a period of th ree  years. W hile thus engaged, he took up the study of 
law, re tu rn ing  in  1855 to his native state, Pennsylvania, and entered the 
law office of Roberts & Quay, the la tte r  member of the firm being the well 
known United States Senator Quay from th a t state. In  April, 1856, he 
was adm itted to practice law in Pennsylvania, and im m ediately afterw ard 
he moved to  Iowa and located in Chariton, where he resided until his 
death, a  period of over fifty-seven years.

At the beginning of the Civil war, he resigned his seat in the state 
senate and recruited a m ilitary  company, being him self sworn in as a 
private. He la ter became the captain of th is  company, and was assigned 
to the 34th Iowa Infan try  as Company K. On September 27, 1862, he was 
commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel, in  which capacity he served until May 
25, 1865, when he was made Brevet-Colonel of Volunteers for valiant 
service rendered a t the battle of F t. Blakely. The Confederate battery in 
th is  engagem ent was named in  his honor, being entirely  made up of young 
men who had been students under him  in the school th a t he had formerly 
taugh t a t Panola, Mississippi. A t the close of the w ar he returned to 
Chariton and resumed his law practice, becoming recognized as one of the 
leading attorneys in the southern p art of the state.

Colonel Dungan was a  m an whom his fellow citizens and neighbors 
delighted to honor. He was a  life-long member of the Republican party  
and was prom inently identified w ith its h istory during the past fifty years 
in  th is state. He was active in  religious affairs and in  all those move-


