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HON. THOMAS A. THORNBURG. 

MB. SPEAKER—Your committee appointed to  d r a f t  resolutions com­
memora t ing  t h e  life, character  and  public services of t h e  Honorable 
Thomas  A. Thornburg ,  of Linden,  Iowa, a la te  member  of t h e  House of 
Representative,  begs leave to repor t  t he  following memor ia l :  

Thomas A. Thornburg  was  born i n  Wayne  county, Indiana ,  April 9, 
1847, and  died a t  h i s  home  in  Linden, Dallas county, Iowa, J u l y  1, 1912, 
a t  t he  age of sixty-five. 

I n  1856 he  came wi th  h i s  pa ren t s  to t h e  county of Dallas where  h e  
was reared on a f a rm.  H e  at tended the  local d is t r ic t  school, also af ter­
ward  entered t h e  s t a t e  universi ty,  while a t tending  t h a t  inst i tut ion h e  
entered the  forty-sixth Iowa volunteers, serving un t i l  t h e  close of t he  
regiment ' s  t e rm  of service. 

A t  t h e  age of nineteen years,  because of h i s  f a the r ' s  impaired health,  
h e  took charge  of t h e  home fa rm,  and  for  more  than  a th i rd  of a century 
h e  was  a n  extensive buyer  and  shipper  of live stock. 

' I n  1887 and  1889 h e  was  elected t o  t he  General  Assembly, a s  a member 
of t h e  House  of Represen ta t ives ;  whi l e  occupying a s e a t  i n  t h i s  body h e  
was  cha i rman  of t h e  committees on agr icul ture  a n d  t h e  agr icul tural  
college, a n d  a member  of several o ther  impor tan t  committees including 
ra i l roads  and  t ransporat ion,  and  roads  and  highways.  

H e  was  a m a n  of enterpr ise  and  public sp i r i t  a n d  was  exceptionally 
successful in  business, which diffused itself th roughou t  t he  community 
of h i s  home. H e  was  also active in  church work and  f r a t e rna l  circles. 

I t  was  well said of him, while h e  was  yet  i n  life, " H e  is  t he  same 
liororable gentleman, whose well wor th  mer i t s  t h e  h igh  regard  which is  
un i formly  given him."  

I n  1871 h e  was  mar r i ed  to  Miss Jennie ,  daughter  of Simon H .  Vestal, 
and  t o  them were  born six children. 

Mr. Thornburg  was  a high-minded s ta tesman.  E n d u r i n g  public good 
was h i s  a im.  Things  temporary  h a d  l i t t le  a t t rac t ion  fo r  h im.  Therefore,  
be i t  

Resolved, T h a t  in  t h e  death  of Thomas  A. Thornburg ,  t he  s ta te  and  
nat ion h a s  been called upon to mourn  t h e  depar tu re  of a worthy,  up­
r igh t  citizen, a g rea t  s ta tesman,  and  a n  honorable m a n ;  and,  be i t  f u r t h e r  

Resolved, T h a t  a copy of these resolutions be pr in ted  i n  t he  Jou rna l  of 
t he  House.  

H E N R Y  BRADY,  

F .  S .  S H A N K L A N D ,  

J .  W .  JACOBS, 

Committee. 

Adopted Apr i l  16, 1913. 




