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bears his name is the Stookey bill, an educational bill which provides that 
the diploma of any of the accredited colleges of the state,—some seventeen 
independent colleges, are on the accredited list. This bill provided that 
any diploma should have the same force and eifect as far as teaching is 
concerned as a diploma from the state college or state teachers’ college, 
and that is the law today, known as the Stookey Law. He was a very 
genial man and well heloved by his friends.

JOSEPH H. SWENEY.

Senator Kingland, from a special committee, submitted the fol­
lowing report and moved its adoption:

Mb. P r e s i d e n t — Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com­
memorating the life, character and public services of Joseph Henry Sweney 
beg leave to submit the folowing report.

Joseph Henry Sweney was born in Warren County, Pennsylvania, 
October 2nd, 1845. He was educated in the public schools of Pennsylvania 
and Iowa. He finished his education in the State University of Iowa, where 
he graduated. He was early admitted to the bar and engaged in the 
practice of law and was engaged also in his early active career at farming. 
He early enlisted in the Union army and served as sergeant in Company K, 
Twenty-seventh Regiment of Iowa Infantry. He was later made colonel of- 
the 6th Regiment, Iowa National Guard for four years and also held the 
position of Brigider and Inspector General of the state. He was a member 
of the Iowa Senate in the twentieth, twenty-first, and twenty-second 
general assemblies. He was president pro tempore of the Senate in the 
session of 1886 and was elected and served as a member of the fifty-first 
congress.

The above recited facts of the public career of Colonel Sweney evidences 
the esteem and confidences in which he was held by his fellowmen. In all 
capacities in which he served, both in public and private, he served with 
honor and distinction to himself and rendered faithful service to those 
whom he served. He was unassuming and the positions of honor and 
tru st which he occupied during his life were due to the worth and ahility 
of the man rather than to any self-seeking on his part, and it may be 
said of him tha t the office sought the man rather than the man the 
office.

He spent his entire active life In Osage, Mitchell County, Iowa, where 
he practiced law as his occupation when not holding office and the esteem 
and confidence he enjoyed from his fellowmen and colleagues is well at­
tested by the following extract from the memorial resolutions offered by 
the Mitchell County Bar Association a t its meeting held December 6th, 
1918, and which resolutions were spread upon the record of the district 
court:

“Resolved, That it  is our judgment th a t in the death of our brother, 
Joseph Henry Sweney, the citizens of this county and state have lost a 
worthy citizen, whose life spanned almost our entire history, a citizen 
who was put to many severe tests w ith honor, patience and confidence in
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his Maker and his fellowmen; th a t our p art of the universe is certa in ly  
better because he lived and mingled w ith us for so m any years. H is 
memory will always be fondly cherished by us, and by all who had the  
privilege of know ing him  in tim ately”.

Joseph H enry Sweney died on November 11th, 1917, having lived m ore 
than  the allotted years of man. H is had been a life of usefulness and he 
died esteemed most by those who knew him  best. He had been a fa ith fu l 
servant in  private and public capacities. This is the most substan tia l en­
comium and praise tha t can be given to any m an and constitutes the suc­
cess most to be desired in the life of a hum an being. By his demise the 
community in which he lived so long feels the loss of one of natu res noble 
men, a most w orthy man and neighbor and the sta te m ourns the loss of one 
of its prom inent and influential citizens.

Therefore, B t  I t  Resolved, T hat the Senate has heard  w ith deep sorrow  
and regret of his death and th a t i t  recognizes the high character of h is  
service to th is  state, and in his death the sta te  has lost a  w orthy, d is­
tinguished and noble citizens and

Be I t  Resolved, T hat th is  Senate extend to his fam ily its  sincere sym ­
pathy in the ir great bereavement, and,

Bt I t  Further Resolved, T hat these resolutions be entered upon the 
Senate journal and a copy sent to the bereaved fam ily of the deceased.

T . A . K in g l a n d ,
J. D . B u s e r ,
B . J. H o r c iie m .

Committee.

The rosolutions were adopted unanimously by a ris ing  vote.

Senator K ingland spoke in p a r t  as follows :

It was not my privilege, Senators, to be presonally acquainted w ith  
Senator Sweney; I perhaps had m et him  and th a t is about all. He was 
ra ther to be classed among the pioneer lawm akers of th is state. He was 
one of the sturdy pioneers who came to th is sta te  when it was young and 
it seems to me it is a tribu te to a m an to say th a t he lived in the same com­
m unity for sixty-three years and had a large p a rt in the development of th a t 
community and in the h isto ry  of the state. I t  always appeals to me th a t 
the unassum ing man who rounds out a career as has been recited th a t  
Colonel Sweney did, has been an em inent success. He not only held office 
in the state, but he was a member of the Fifty-first Congress, and in  all 
these positions, I have not heard but w hat he filled them  all to the sa tis ­
faction of his constituents.

Now I doubt not th a t the older men of the state, especially those who 
had a p art in  public affairs, could add a g reat deal to w hat has been recited 
in these resolutions. I only w ant to say th a t it is my personal sa tisfaction  
to have heard nothing bu t good said- of the subject of these resolutions, 
and it can be tru th fu lly  said from  the positions he occupied and his 
reputation  as a m an and as a  legislator th a t th is sta te  has lost one of its  
most prom inent citizens. I douht w hether the Senator from  Clayton was 
personally acquainted w ith Senator Sweney, but if so, I will yield the floor 
to him.


