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m easures which were largely due to the force of Jam es A. Smith. He 
m aintained during his la tte r  days a t Pasadena, California, a beautiful 
w in ter home, where it was my privilege to v isit him. I t was one of the 
finest homes in Pasadena and it was there he died. He was taken sick w ith 
pneum onia, lived only a very few days and died in th a t place in California 
a year ago last fall.

Senator Proudfoot spoke as fo llow s:
I regret very much to prolong th is session, but I do not w ant the 

occasion to go by w ithout a word from me in relation to Senator Smith. 
He sort of took me under his wing because he was a leader on th is floor. 
I th ink  the most anim ated debate I ever took part in was with Senator 
Smith. He was one of those sarcastic, clean-cut, able gentlemen from the 
east, polished and well educated and knew exactly w hat he wanted and how 
to go about it to get it.

I served two sessions w ith Senator Smith and a more polished, splendid, 
frank , open, direct man I never knew.

MARION F. STOOKEY.

Senator Stephenson, from a special committee, submitted the 
following report and moved its adoption :

Mr. P r e s i d e n t —Your committee appointed to draft resolutions com­
m em orative of the life, character and services of Honorable Marion F. 
Stookey, beg leave to subm it the following report:

Honorable Marion Floyd Stookey was born in Kosciusko county, Indiana, 
M arch 19, 1846, and died a t his home in Leon, Iowa, April 2, 1919, aged 
73 years and 13 days.

W ith his parents he moved from Indiana to Linn county, Iowa, in the 
fall of 1857, and settled on a farm. His education was acquired in the dis­
tric t, supplemented by a term  in the high school a t Cedar Rapids and a 
year a t W estern College. He followed the occupation of teaching for 
several years, teaching during the w inter m onths and w orking on a farm 
during  the summer. He enlisted in Company C. Forty-seventh Iowa, dur­
ing the Civil W ar and served until th a t regim ent was discharged. He 
graduated from the law departm ent of the S tate U niversity in 1877, and 
im m ediately settled in Leon, Iowa, where he has since continued the 
practice of law. Shortly afte r his location in Leon he formed a partnership 
w ith  E. W. H askett which term inated  several years later, when Mr. H askett 
was appointed U. S. D istrict A ttorney for Alaska. As a lawyer, the de­
ceased was known throughout the county as a safe counselor and he soon 
developed a broad and deep comprehension of the fundam ental principles 
of the law. He always enjoyed a lucrative practice which furnished 
evidence of his in tegrity  and ability. He has served as m ayor and city 
atto rney  of Leon and also county attorney of Decatur county. He was 
elected to the Senate in 1903 and served during the T hirtie th , Thirty-first 
and Thirty-second General Assemblies.

On September 1, 1881, he was m arried to Miss Elizabeth Brooks, a t 
Leon, Iowa, who with the ir the ir daughter, Mrs. M. E. Wasson, of Des



JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. 2377

Moines, and his brothers, Nelson of Palo, and Charles of Shellsburg, and 
his sister, Mrs. M argaret Lightfoot, of Palo, survive him.

For over forty years Mr. Stookey has been an honored resident of Leon, 
during which tim e he has served both the city, county and state in  honored 
postitions. He was a man of exem plary character, m arked for h is  quiet 
and even tem pered disposition. H is life speaks louder than any words 
th a t could be spoken in his praise.

For many years he was one of the owners of the Decatur County Journal. 
Under his influence and m anagem ent the paper prospered and its  sphere 
of usefulness was greatly extended. The editorials were widely quoted and 
it became one of the ablest and strongest defenders of the principles of 
the republican party  in  the eighth congressional d istrict. The deceased 
believed in the fundam ental principles of C hristianity . He believed 
th a t religion is essential and indispensable to the welfare of m en 
and governments. To one who has known him for m any years he once 
rem arked. “The greatest message ever delivered to m ankind is contained 
in the words of the Master, ‘I am the resurection and the Life’.”

M arion F. Stookey was a patrio tic  American and loved his country. He 
was devoted to his party, but th a t devotion to p a rty  was superinduced by 
his love of his country. He was always prom inent in the councils of h is 
party  and “We shall meet but we shall m iss him ” .

Resolved, T hat in the death of Marion Floyd Stookey, the sta te  and 
county in which he resided, lose a w orthy and uprigh t citizen, a v a lian t 
soldier, and an honored statesm an, and we hereby extend to the bereaved 
family and friends our sincere sym pathy; and be it  fu rthe r

Resolved, T hat a copy of these resolutions be prin ted  in the journal of 
the Senate, and th a t the Secretary of the Senate, be directed to forw ard an 
engrossed copy to the fam ily of the deceased. .

J. A. S t e p h e n s o n ,

T. A. K i n g l a n d ,

Jno. R. P r ic e .

T he resolutions were adopted unanim ously  by a r is ing  vote. 
In m oving the adoption of the resolutions, Senator S tephenson 

spoke in par t  as fo l low s;
There are several things I would like to say in regard to Senator 

Stookey, although I never had a personal acquaintance w ith him . but I 
have always understood th a t he was well respected and well loved by his 
friends and business associates.

I believe there is only one Senator in the Senate a t the present tim e who 
knew Senator Stookey and th a t is the Senator from  Clayton, and I yield 
the floor to the Senator from  Clayton.

Senator N ew berry  said in p a r t:
I t seems only yesterday since I sat here in the Senate cham ber w ith 

Senator Stookey, and we have here tonight a resolution, paying trib u te  to 
his memory.

Senator Stookey served in the Thirty-first and Thirty-second General 
Assemblies. He was a good lawyer, an adm irable friend, and able legis­
lator. He did not introduce so m any bills as some, but one bill which


