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Senator Newberry spoke as follows:

It was my privilege to serve with Captain Elerick in the 30th, 31st,
32nd and the extra session of the 32nd General Assemblies in the Senate.

Captain Elerick was a dependable man, genial and companionable. It
was my privilege to have served with him on the same committee. I be-
lleve he was a member of the Committee on Agriculture, of which I
was a nmember during these three sessions. During these sessions the
drainage laws of the state, the pure food laws, stock food laws, pure
seed laws, pure drug laws, and others along that line were enacted.
Senator Elerick rendered very efficient service in the enactment of these
laws,

He was attentive to his duties and made a very excellent senator.
It devolved upon him at numerous times to move the previous question,
and he did it at the right time and in the right manner. The senator
in this was a very useful Senator, as we will all acknowledge. He was
a man of few words, genlal and dependable,

It Is with pleasure 1 recall Captain Elerick. A good, capable man
has gone to his reward.

ROBERT C. STIRTON

Mr PresiDENT—Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com-
memorative of the life, character and public service of Senator Robert
C. Stirton, late of Jones county, Iowa, beg leave to report the following
memorial:

Mr. Stirton was born in Devonshire, England, April 2, 1861. His
father and mother were Robert and Anne Stirton, both natives of Scot-
land. The father died when Robert was only two years of age, and
shortly thereafter he was taken by his mother to Scotland, where they
lived until 1871. During that year the widow and her son and daughter
immigrated to America, and first located in Delaware county, lowa.
In 1873, they removed to Monticello, which had since been Mr. Stirton's
home. He worked upon farms in the vicinity of Monticello during the
summer months, while a youth, and attended the Monticello schools
during the winter seasons and therein acquired a practical education,
which was added to during the entire period of his life by his individual
investigations and his ardent desire to secure knowledge. He never,
during his entire lifetime, ceased to be a learner. He was a constant
reader of good books, which inciuded those of a serious and educational
nature, and having a good mind and memory, he assimilated what he
read, and as a reswit, he became an intelligent, well informed man.

After leaving school he taught school for several terms in the country,
and in 1887, he was appointed assistant postmaster, but resigned that
position three years later to enter the employment of G. W, and G. L.
Lovell, early and successful bankers of Monticello. In 1897, when the
private banking concern of G, W. and G. L. Lovell was organized as a
state bank, he was selected as its cashier, and held that office for 24
years.
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In 1903, Mr. Stirton was nominated upon the democratic ticket for
state senator, from Jones and Cedar counties, and was elected by a
majority of 471 votes. He served during the Thirtieth, Thirty-first and
Thirty-second General Assemblies. He introduced the two cent fare bill
at the first session in which he participated, and he favored the passage
of the anti-pass law, which in that session lost by only one vote. He
also favored a primary election law, and voted for the resolution to
elect United States senators by the direct vote of the people. He voted
for the pure food law, the law to regulate and prohibit child labor, and
in one of his later terms, for the anti-pass bill, which then became a
law. In 1907, he was nominated for congress by the democratic party
from the Fifth district, but failed to be elected, because of the over-
whelming republican majority in the district. In 1908, he was candidate
for presidential elector from the Fifth congressional district on the
‘democratic ticket. Mr. Stirton, during his legislative career, had the
confidence of the republican members, as well as his political associates
in the assembly. At one time he was offered a position upon the state
board of control.

Mr. Stirton, because of his wide reading, and a temperament that took
note of the humors and foibles of life, was an agreeable companion.
He was a careful and frugal business man whose word was regarded
with the same degree of sanctity as a written undertaking. He was
painstaking in his business transactions, and his reports on all matters
of trust were always accurate, and expressed with a clarity that made
them plain beyond the possibility of mistake. He:loved his family, and
his constancy of devotion to his wife, long an invalid, indicated a
phase of his character, which the friends who knew him best did not
expect to be otherwise.

Mr. Stirton, through the opportunities created by his public life, ac-
quired an acquaintanceship that extended over the state, bint here where
he was best known, he always remained “Bob.” He liked the intimacy
of companionship that justified such a familiarity. He was a splendid
citizen, and in his death, Monticello loses not only a good business man,
but one whose interests were above and beyond the routine of business,
and whose sympathies were as broad as the wants of humanity.

Robert C. Stirton was a good man, an honest, upright citizen, neighbor
and friend. He was one of God's noblemen, the very type of true
manhood, he aimed to be just to his fellowmen, to treat all with whom
he came in contact with due consideration, He never once entertained
& feeling of animosity against a friend or a neighbor. On the contrary,
h!s hand always reached out in recognition of worth, surely there was
goodness in the heart beat of every man. His geniality and kindly
sympathetic nature made him a beloved companion everywhere. A
true man and a noble citizen of our state has gone to his reward.

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, By the Senate of the Fortieth General
Assembly of Jowa, that in the death of Senator Robert C. Stirton, the
state and community where he lived has suffered the loss of a true
and honorable citizen; and

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be spread
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upon the journal of the Senate and that the secretary be directed to
send an engrossed copy thereof to the family of the deceased.
J. K. Havg,
BrRYON W. NEWBERRY,
Cagrl W. Reep.
The resolutions were adopted unanimously.

Senator Newberry spoke as follows:

Somehow this is rather a sad occasion to me, having to recall at
this time the death of three different senators who served with me
during the 30th, 31st, and 32nd General Assemblies, namely: Senators
Stirten, of Jones, Senator Elerick, of Van Buren, and Senator Young,
of Washington.

Senator Stirton was clected to the 30th General Assembly as a demo-
crat from a usually republican district. He was a man of broad vision,
progressive ideas, and he had the courage of his convictions.

While there were quite a good many more democrats in the Senate in
those days than there are now, I will not say that the quality was any
better then than now, for the quality of the minority of the present
General Assembly is gocd, but 1 would say that Senator Stirton was
the peer of any Senator in the General Assembly at the time of his
membership. He supported the enactment of the primary election law,
a republican measure over which there was a great contest. He did
that because he thought it was right.

Senator Stirton during those sessions was here with hir family, which
was composed of his wife and two young daughters, wuo attended the
public schools during those two sessions, These daughters are now
married. His wife, a splendid woman, for many years has been a
helpless invalid. She is now being cared for by one of her daughters.
Senator Stirton thought a great deal of his home. He was a splendid
husband and father. He was a most excellent business man. From
early manhood he was engaged in the banking business and was con-
nected v-ith that business up to the time of his death. He was not a
showy man, but he was a resolute husiness man, one of those men who
make their mark in the community in which they reside, and he was
respected by every one in his own community and everyone who knew
him in the state. He was a most excellent friend, neighbor and citizen.

NATHAN MARSH PUSEY

MR, PREsSIDENT—Your committee named to prepare a memorial to
commemorate the life and service of Nathan Marsh Pusey, submit the
following report:

Nathan Marsh Pusey was born in Washington county, Pennsylvania,
on the 21st day of June, 18417 In 1849 the family moved to Baltimore
where Mr. Pusey was educated. Mr. Pusey waes educated in a private
school conducted by Mr. Ashbury Morgan and then took up the study





