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helping to lay the foundation of this g rea t com m onw ealth; the county 
among whose people he lived and w rought so m any years has lost a con­
spicuous exponent o f the h igher concepts of life and character, and his 
home community is bereft of a safe counselor and adviser.

Resolved, T hat a  copy of these resolutions be p rin ted  in  the journal 
of the House and th a t the Chief Clerk be directed to  forw ard to  the fam ily 
of the deceased an engrossed copy.

J o h n  B r a d l e y ,
F r a n k  C . L a k e ,
F r a n k  C . Y o u n g .

RODERICK A. SMITH.

Mr. S p e a k e r — Your com mittee appointed to prepare resolutions com­
m em orating the life and w ork of the Hon. Roderick A. Sm ith, la te  of 
Dickinson County, Iowa, beg leave to report the following m em orial:

Honorable Roderick A. Sm ith departed th is life a t Okoboji, Septem ber 
17, 1918. He was born in W yoming County, New York, O ctober 12, 1829, 
hence at the tim e of his death was closing his 89th year. Mr. Sm ith 
was the son of Honorable John Smith, a stu rdy  ch a rac ter who p re­
ceded his son in the House of R epresentatives in the  T en th  G eneral 
Assembly. In 1856 R. A. Smith came from the E m pire S ta te  to  F o rt 
Dodge. In March, 1857, he' was a m em ber of the R elief E xpendition 
hastily  formed a t F ort Dodge and W ebster City in  response to grue­
some tidings of the Spirit Lake Massacre. This strenuous and eventfu l 
expenrience caused him to cast his lot w ith the Lake Country. Ever 
afte r his home was a t the junction of the Okoboji Lakes in  Dickinson 
County.

Mr. Smith represen ted  the counties of Clay, Dickinson, E m m ett and 
Palo Alto in the Twelfth General Assembly. The sam e year, 1868, he 
was a delegate to the Republican National Convention w hich nom inated 
General Grant for P resident. In 1875 he was a candidate for L ieu tenan t 
Governor in the Republican S tate Convention. In 1894 he was appointed 
by Governor Jackson as a m em ber of the Commission authorized by the 
Legislature to erect a m onum ent commemorative of the sacrifices of the 
S pirit Lake Massacre. Mr. Sm ith took an active p a rt in  the organization  of 
Dickinson County and the shaping of its affairs, holding county office a  
num ber of tim es. In 1879 he m arried Cassie Crary, a  union of ra re  
happiness broken by the death  of the wife in 1895. A daughter, Miss 
Kate Smith, who was the solace of the fa the r in  his declining years, 
survives.

Roderick A. Sm ith was typical of the best in the  rem arkable p ioneer 
life of Northwest Iowa. A m an of unusual intellect, he read widely and 
thought deeply upon the affairs of life. Few m en w ere b e tte r inform ed 
and very few were so gifted in com prehension of the la rg e r events of 
history and curren t development. He was a considerable fac to r in  the 
business development of his section, but he m ight have been m uch more 
conspicuous and useful in  a learned profession which he was so well 
equipped to occupy.
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P erhaps the most im portant contribution of Mr. Smith to his S tate 
and generation is his “H istory of Dickinson County,” issued in 1902. This 
work is much more valuable than the usual chronology bound and bear­
ing a county name. It deals w ith causes and effects, incidents and 
events, in a m anner at once broad and instructive, giving evidence of 
in tim ate association and keen comprehension. Mr. Sm ith knew as 
did not o ther living m an as to w hat had been experienced and accom­
plished during forty-five years of im portant development in  the region 
of which he wrote. Of the m ost tragic event in the history of Iowa he 
w rote from knowledge much of it first hand and most of it well au then ti­
cated. There is in print no account of the Spirit Lake M assacre th a t 
deals more intelligently and graphically with the im portant details as • 
well as with causes and effects. Few are left to tell the story of earlier 
settlem ent and sacrifices in the counties of N orthwest Iowa.

Whereas, The life and character of the deceased were such as to entitle 
his memory to the respect and esteem of all who knew him.

Therefore Be I t  Resolved, T hat the House of Representatives take th is 
occasion to express its appreciation of his character and public services, 
and a t this tim e to extend to his daughter its sincere sympathy in her 
sorrow, and,

Be I t  Further Resolved, T hat a copy of these resolutions be spread 
upon the Journal of the House, and th a t the Chief Clerk be directed 
to send an enrolled copy to the daughter of the deceased.

R. F. P r i c e ,

C h a s . G i l m o r e ,

D o u g l a s  R o g e r s .

PETER  HADLEY.

Mr. S p e a k e r —Your committee appointed to memorialize the life and 
public services of P eter Hadley, an honored m em ber of this House in the 
thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth assem blies, and who died a t his home in F ort 
Dodge, Iowa, the nineteenth  day of July, 1918, beg leave to submit the fol­
lowing report:

Whereas,  In view of the loss the state has suffered by the decease of 
Honorable P eter Hadley of F ort Dodge, Iowa, and the still heavier loss 
sustained by those who were n ea rest and dearest to him ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That in the death of the Honorable Peter Hadley, the state 
lam ents the passing of a valuable and honored citizen who was ever ready 
to proffer the hand of aid, to give voice in the counsels of his fellows, and 
to offer sym pathy to the needy. T hat in the long and active residence in 
W ebster County, being identified with its educational, commercial, and 
political activities, he enjoyed a large acquaintanceship through the 
county and the state, which he deeply appreciated and profoundly re­
spected.

Resolved, That it is but a ju st tribu te  to the memory of the departed, to 
say th a t in regretting  his rem oval we m ourn for one who was worthy of 
our respect and regard.


