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ways gave liberally of h i s  t ime and  money to  t he  support  of t he  
church. 

I n  a word, he  was always a public spirited, upright,  honorable man ,  
and, 

W H E R E A S ,  The  life and character of t he  deceased were  such a s  t o  
entitle h i s  memory to  the  respect and esteem of all who k n e w  him, there­
fore, be  i t  

Resolved, Tha t  t he  House of Representatives t ake  t h i s  occasion t o  
express i t s  appreciation of h i s  character and  public services, and  a t  t h i s  
t ime extend t o  h i s  widow i ts  sincere sympathy i n  h e r  sorrow;  and  

Be It Further Resolved, Tha t  a copy of these resolutions be spread 
upon the  Journa l  of t he  House, and tha t  t h e  chief clerk be directed t o  
send a n  enrolled copy to  the  widow of t h e  deceased. 

C H A S .  G I L M O R E ,  

J .  H .  A N D E R S O N ,  

J .  W .  S U L L I V A N ,  

Committee. 
Adopted unanimously. 

H O N .  J O H N  H .  S M I T H .  

MR. SPEAKER—Your committee appointed to  d r a f t  and  present  resolu­
tions commemorating the  life, character, and  services of t h e  Hon.  John  H.  
Smith, late a member of t he  House of Representatives i n  t h e  Twenty-
first General Assembly, beg leave to  submit  t h e  following repor t :  — 

John H. Smith  was born i n  Delaware, February  21st, 1828, moved 
with his  parents  t o  Michigan in 1832. Was marr ied in  1855 to  Elizabeth J .  
Wilson, came t o  Iowa and settled in  Jasper  county i n  1857. H e  t augh t  
school in  t he  early days and was by t rade  a carpenter.  W h e n  t h e  
civil war  came, h e  enlisted in  Company K, Twenty-eighth Iowa volunteer  
infantry,  was never in  the  hospital, and was never a t  home on fur­
lough. H e  was a well read man, always keeping himself posted on t he  
current  events of t he  par ty  and church unt i l  h i s  death. H e  was  most  
loyal to  the  interests  of t he  G. A. R. and  was of great  assistance t o  
many  of the  comrades i n  getting the i r  pension papers prepared, owing 
to  t he  fac t  t h a t  h e  kept  a careful daily memorandum dur ing  h i s  en t i re  
service in  the  army.  H e  was elected sergeant when h is  company was  
organized and  was  promoted to  orderly sergeant,  which r a n k  h e  held 
when mustered out  with his  regiment i n  1865. Ear ly  in  l i fe  h e  uni ted 
wi th  t he  Church of Christ and remained a member all of his  life. H e  
was elected as  representative of Jasper  county to  t he  legislature of 
Iowa i n  t he  Twenty-first General Assembly and  was ins t rumenta l  i n  
gett ing the  bill passed establishing a soldiers' home for  Iowa soldiers. 
The last fifty years  of his  l ife were spent on the  old homestead where  
h e  died. H i s  wife died a t  the  old homestead J u n e  27th, 1895, and  h e  
lived with his  son Ernes t  a f t e r  th is  unt i l  death. Three children sur­
vive: F .  Aubrey Smith of Marslialltown, Mrs. I.  H .  ISicodemus of C'olfax, 
and Ernest  H .  Smith  of I ra .  One son, Harry ,  died i n  infancy, and  one 
daughter,  Mrs. Winifred Miller, died in  1899. H e  retained h i s  men ta l  
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and  physical  s t r eng th  remarkably  well. On Wednesday last,  h e  w a s  u p  
a n d  a round  al l  day, enjoying h i s  usual  good heal th .  About  n i n e  o'clock 
h e  s tar ted  t o  r e t i r e  b u t  found o n e  side par t ia l ly  paralyzed a n d  h e  soon 
lost consciousness. H e  never ral l ied f r o m  t h e  at tack,  b u t  gradual ly  grew 
weaker  un t i l  t h e  end  came on  Sa tu rday  night ,  when a t  t e n  o'clock h e  
passed away  quiet ly a n d  wi thout  apparen t  suffering.  

Therefore, Be It Resolved, T h a t  i n  h i s  dea th  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  lost a 
most  wor thy  citizen, a conscientious a n d  honorable man,  a n d  we  hereby 
extend ou r  sympathy  t o  t h e  surv iv ing  chi ldren,  who have  lost a devoted 
f a the r ,  a n d  b e  i t  

Resolved, T h a t  t h e  chief c lerk be  ins t ruc ted  t o  send a n  engrossed copy 
of these  resolut ions t o  h i s  t h r e e  surv iv ing  children, a n d  t h a t  t h e  same 
be spread upon t h e  Jou rna l  Of t h e  House.  

W .  M .  ROWLES,  

E .  D .  RAYBTJRN, 

J .  E .  CRAVEN, 

Committee. 
Adopted unanimously.  

HON.  THOR CLAUS HANSON". 

MR. SPEAKER—Your committee appointed to  d r a f t  a n d  present  resolu-
i tons commemorat ing  t h e  life, character ,  a n d  services of t h e  Hon. Thor  
Claus Hanson ,  la te  a member  of t h e  House of Representat ives i n  t h e  
Thirty-second a n d  Thir ty- third General  Assemblies, beg leave t o  submit  
t h e  following repor t :  

Mr. H a n s o n  was  born in  Pe r ry ,  Dane  county, Wisconsin, J u n e  15, 1859, 
of t h e  p a r e n t s  of H a n s  a n d  Guri  Thoreson Toso. A t  t h e  age  of 10, in  
1869, h e  moved with  h i s  pa r en t s  t o  Esthervil le ,  E m m e t  county, Iowa. 
H e  received h i s  education i n  t h e  r u r a l  schools of t h a t  county a n d  Lu the r  
college, Decorah, Iowa, which ins t i tu t ion  h e  a t tended f r o m  1875 t o  1878, 
g radua t ing  f r o m  t h e  no rma l  course w i th  good grades.  H e  was forced 
t o  qu i t  school t h e  following yea r  on  account  of poor eyes. T h e  next  eight  
y e a r s  h e  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  publ ic  schools of Iowa, hav ing  t a u g h t  in  Bode, 
T h o r  a n d  Senaca. 

On March  1, 1885, h e  w a s  mar r i ed  t o  Miss J u l i a  Jenson  of Senaca, 
Iowa, on  t h e  Pe t e r  Jenson  place. To  t h i s  union seven children were  
born,  Minnie,  Joseph, George, Lai la ,  Thoa,  Helmer  a n d  Es ther ,  who with  
t h e i r  m o t h e r  a r e  l e f t  t o  mourn  h i s  loss. 

I n  1886, Mr. Hanson entered t h e  land business, work ing  fo r  t he  Fred-
erickson L a n d  Company of St .  Paul .  F r o m  1886 t o  1889 h e  lived a t  
Benson, Minnesota;  h e  personally res iding one win te r  i n  St. Paul,  a n d  
in  Chicago about seven weeks. 

I n  1889, h e  received a call t o  teach i n  t h e  prepara tory  depar tment  of 
L u t h e r  college, bu t  declined t h e  call. T h e  same yea r  h e  re turned  f r o m  
Benson, Minnesota, to  Bode, a n d  entered t h e  mercant i le  business wi th  
J .  N .  Johnson.  




