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Cap t .  W h a l e y  w a s  a l e a d i n g  r e p u b l i c a n  a l l  h i s  l i f e  a n d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  
w a s  we l l  k n o w n  a n d  h o n o r e d  i n  t h e  counc i l s  of h i s  p a r t y .  I n  1877, h e  
w a s  e lec ted  t o  r e p r e s e n t  B u t l e r  c o u n t y  i n  t h e  I o w a  legislatur-e a n d  w a s  
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s a m e  office i n  1879. O n  t h e  d e a t h  of S e n a t o r  W .  B .  Gay-
lord ,  h e  w a s  chosen  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  fo r ty - s ix th  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  w h i c h  
i n c l u d e d  B u t l e r ,  F l o y d  a n d  Mi tche l l  coun t ies ,  f o r  t h e  u n e x p i r e d  t e r m ,  
b e i n g  a l so  re-elected f o r  t h e  second t e r m .  

H e  w a s  c h a i r m a n  of t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o n  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  of t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  
a l so  c h a i r m a n  of t h e  S e n a t e  c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  se lec ted  M a r s h a l l t o w n ,  Iowa,  
a s  t h e  loca t ion  f o r  t h e  I o w a  so ld ie r s '  home .  

H e  a g a i n  re -en tered  po l i t i c s  w h e n  o n  t h e  e lec t ion  of P r e s i d e n t  McKinley ,  
l ie w a s  m a d e  p o s t m a s t e r  a t  Ap l ing ton ,  a n  office w h i c h  h e  h e l d  u n t i l  a f e w  
y e a r s  ago.  

H e  w a s  a m e m b e r  of t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h  of Ap l ing ton  a n d  f o r  
o v e r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  w a s  a n  e l d e r  i n  t h e  c h u r c h ,  b e i n g  s e n t  t o  r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  a n d  b e i n g  s e n t  i n  1898 t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  as
s e m b l y  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  W a t e r l o o  P r e s b y t e r y .  

H e  w a s  a m e m b e r  of t h e  Mason ic  lodge  of P a r k e r s b u r g ,  h a v i n g  been  
h o n o r e d  a s  a K n i g h t  T e m p l a r  a n d  a s  a m e m b e r  of t h e  Myst ic  S h r i n e .  
H e  w a s  a l so  a m e m b e r  of t h e  J o h n  B r a d l e y  G. A.  R .  p o s t  a t  P a r k e r s 
b u r g .  

M r .  W h a l e y  w a s  m a r r i e d  o n  October  17, 1871, t o  J a n e  H u l l  S m i t h ,  
d a u g h t e r  of George  B .  S m i t h ,  o n e  of t h e  o ldes t  l e a d i n g  r e s i d e n t s  of 
Ap l ing ton .  S h e  p a s s e d  a w a y  a y e a r  a g o  l a s t  J u l y .  F o u r  s o n s  a r e  l e f t  
t o  m o u r n  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h .  

Resolved ,  T h a t  i n  t h e  d e a t h  of t h i s  nob le  m a n  t h e  s t a t e  h a á  lo s t  a 
w o r t h y  c i t izen,  so ld ie r  a n d  s t a t e s m a n  a n d  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  a loved 
a n d  h o n o r e d  m e m b e r ,  a n d  b e  i t  f u r t h e r  

Resolved ,  T h a t  t h e s e  s e n t i m e n t s  b e  e n t e r e d  u p o n  t h e  H o u s e  J o u r n a l  
a n d  a copy  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  be reaved  f a m i l y  of t h e  deceased .  

W .  I .  A t k i n k o x ,  
M .  F .  L e R o y ,  

Geo. W .  Ckoziek, 
Committee. 

Adopted April 10, 1913. 

H O N .  J A M E S  S K I L L I E N .  

Mb. S p e a k e r — Y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  d r a f t  p r o p e r  r e so lu t ions  of 
r e s p e c t  i n  h o n o r  of t h e  H o n o r a b l e  J a m e s  A. Sk i l l en ,  a f o r m e r  m e m b e r  
of t h i s  body  r e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t  t h e  fo l l owing :  
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The Honorable James A. Skillen was born a t  Cherry Valley, New York, 
February 26, 1832. H e  passed out of this  l ife a t  the  home of h i s  daughter ,  
Mrs. D. A. Long, in  Waverly, Iowa, November 7, 1912, being i n  h i s  
eighty-first year. 

At  four years of age Mr. Skillen moved with h i s  parents  to  Greene, 
Chenango county, New York, where he continued t o  reside about  twenty 
years, or  until  1856. The next  two years were spent  i n  Waverly,  Iowa, 
where h e  worked with W. P .  Harmon, the founder of t ha t  town, r e tu rn ing  
a t  the end of the  two years to  h i s  boyhood home. Here  h e  again  lived 
until  a f t e r  his  marr iage to Miss Lucinda Adams, which occurred October 
2, 1862. Immediately a f te r  their  marr iage Mr. and Mrs. Skillen came to  
Iowa to the then  new West, settl ing on a f a rm which Mr. Skillen pur
chased near Tripoli. Here they resided some th i r ty  years ,  unt i l  Mrs. 
Skillen's death May 12, 1892. Two years la ter  Mr. Skillen came t o  
Waverly, where h e  continued to  reside till the t ime of h i s  death.  Dur ing  
the last eight years of his  life h e  had made his  home with h i s  daughter ,  
Mrs. D. A. Long. 

There were born to Mr. and Mrs. Skillen two daughters.  The  elder 
died in infancy. The younger, Mrs. D. A. Long, of Waverly,  wi th  
the one grandson, Herber t  Long, and two brothers, Rober t  Skillen of 
Waterloo and Hugh Skillen of Virginia, constitute the  surviving members 
of his  own and h i s  fa ther 's  family. His  nephew and wife, Mr. and  Mrs. 
M. S. Fitch, of Tripoli, were also counted as  members of h i s  family. 

James A. Skillen was of a family of thir teen children, being of Scotch-
Ir ish parentage. He was a m a n  of s tr ict  integrity, honored, respected 
and trusted not  only by h i s  fellow townsmen, but  by  t he  citizens of 
Bremer county, who sent  h im to represent them in  1872-3 in  the  Four
teenth Iowa Assembly. C. C. Carpenter was Governor a t  t h a t  t ime.  
During his  legislative t e rm h e  served on the committee on highways and  
was an  influential member of t h a t  body. H e  voted for  t h e  abolition of 
capital punishment and was an  earnest  advocate of progress in  educa
tional affairs, advocating among other things a n  act establishing public 
libraries in the  townships and independent school districts of t h e  state.  H e  
also had a large p a r t  in  t he  formulation and success of a measure  i n  
making the  state historical society the valuable inst i tut ion t h a t  i t  i s  
today. 

For  six years prior to his  death Mr. Skillen was president  of t h e  
Waverly Savings Bank. He had t he  confidence of t h e  people of h i s  
county in a remarkable degree, and both in public and  pr ivate  m a t t e r s  
was t rue  to  every t ru s t  t h a t  was reposed in his  hands.  As  h i s  record 
a s  a legislator was without a blemish so was his  pr iva te  life wi thout  
stain. Therefore be i t  
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Resolved, Tha t  the  House of Representatives take th is  occasion to  ex
press i ts  high regard and appreciation of h i s  character and public ser
vices, a n d  a t  this  time extend to his  family i t s  sincere sympathy in  their  
sorrow; and be i t  fu r the r  

Resolved, Tha t  a copy of these resolutions be spread upon the  Jour
nal of the  House and tha t  the chief clerk be directed to send an  en
grossed copy to the family of the  deceased. 

G. W. Mrr.r.Eii, 
W .  I .  A T K I N S O N ,  

G E O .  W .  K O O N T Z ,  

Committee. 

Adopted April 10, 1913. 

HON. JOHN HOMRIGHAUS. 

MR. SPEAKKH—Your committee appointed to  d r a f t  proper resolutions of 
respect in  honor of the Honorable John  Homi'ighaus, a former member 
of th i s  body, respectfully submit the following: 

The  Honorable John Homrighaus was born November 16, 1844, in 
Tuscarawas county, Ohio, of German parents.  I n  1850 he was brought by 
his  parents  to Cook county, Illinois, where h e  received his  education in 
the public schools. I n  1863 he moved to  Iowa and settled in Bremner 
county, where he has  ever since resided. H e  was engaged as  a con
tractor  and builder and was also the  proprietor of a wagon and black
smith shop. I n  1872 he retired f rom business on account of health; and 
made a n  extensive visit to Germany and other European countries. On 
his  re turn  to  Iowa he engaged in farming.  H e  was justice of the peace 
for  six years. I n  1880 he read law and 1882 was elected county super
visor. I n  1888 h e  was elected state representative f rom his county to 
t he  Iowa legislature and  in  this  the Twenty-second General Assembly he 
introduced and carried through three important  bills, the  insurance bill, 
a revenue bill, and a bill to enhance the  usefulness of the  Iowa agricul
tu ra l  college. During this Assembly he was chairman of the agricul
tura l  committee, a member of the  committee on ways and means, com
mittee on elections and compensation of public officers and one of the  
committee on representative districts. H e  received t h e  re-election to  the  
Twenty-fifth General Assembly, and while a member of t ha t  House he 
introduced the  oleomargarine bill which became a law tha t  is of in
estimable value to  the  farmers  of this  state. This  is  one of the most 
important  bills passed by tha t  legislature and Mr. Homrighaus received 
much honorable mention a t  the  time as  h e  had  solved in a simple way 
a problem t h a t  had been perplexing the  fr iends of the  dairy interests 
for  many years. This  Iowa law was immediately copied by other states 
and finally adopted as a federal statute, applying to every section of the 
country. 




