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As I  look back over th e  b rie f p o litica l ca ree r w hich  i t  h a s  been  m y 
p riv ilege to  enjoy, one of th e  beacon lig h ts  th a t  h a s  show n o u t on th e  
som etim es tu rb u le n t po litica l w a te rs  w as th e  noble ch a ra c te r  of th is  
m an, and, S enators, if upon a  like  occasion a t  some fu tu re  tim e, I  m ig h t 
have th e  assu ran ce  th a t  som e S ena to r m ig h t s tan d  in  th is  body an d  say 
of m e tru th fu lly  w h a t I am  pleased  to  say  of h im , th a t  he  w as a  good 
citizen, a  fa ith fu l public se rv an t, th a t  h is  life  had  been w o rth y  of th e  
em ula tion  of those  w ho have followed a f te r  h im  and  th a t  th e  w orld  is 
b e tte r  because of th e  fac t th a t  he  had  lived  in  it, I  should  indeed  feel 
th a t  m y w eak  service h e re  had  n o t been in  vain .

Senator Schrup from a special committee submitted the fol­
lowing report and moved its adoption:

M b . P r e s i d e n t —Y our com m ittee  appo in ted  to  d ra f t  re so lu tio n s  in  com ­
m em oration  of th e  life, ch a rac te r an d  serv ices of ex-Senator Jam es H an ­
n ibal Sh ields of D ubuque, beg leave to  su b m it th e  fo llow ing  re p o r t:

JA M ES H A N N IB A L SH IE L D S.

Jam es H an n ib a l Sh ie lds w as bo rn  on h is  g ra n d fa th e r’s p la n ta tio n , n e a r 
Bow ling Green, M issouri, M ay 8, 1842, and  d ied  a t  th e  res idence  of h is  
daugh te r, Mrs. Wm. L aw th er, Jr ., a t  D ubuque, S ep tem ber 30, 1914. H e 
was a  son of G eneral Jo h n  G. Sh ields and  E lizab e th  E m erso n  Shields. A t 
th e  tim e  of h is  b ir th , h is  p a re n ts  w ere  pay in g  a  v is it  a t  th e i r  old hom e 
in  B ow ling Green, h av in g  located  in  D ubuque severa l y ea rs  before.

H is fa th e r, G eneral Shields, cam e to D ubuque from  K en tucky  in  1835 
and  founded th e  firm  of E m erson  & Shields, one of th e  best k now n  law  
firm s in  n o rth e rn  Iow a. G eneral Shields o rgan ized  th e  troops . th a t  w ith ­
stood th e  la s t In d ian  a tta c k  in  Iow a—th e  S p ir i t  L ake M assacre, in  1854. 
He served in  th e  Iow a S ta te  S enate  from  1848 to  1856, w as also  M ayor of 
D ubuque and  took a  keen  in te re s t in  all pub lic  and  po litica l affairs .

The g ra n d fa th e r  of th e  sub jec t of th is  sketch , Jam es Shields, cam e 
w ith  th e  e a rlie s t se ttle rs  of K en tucky  and  w as a  close fr ien d  of D aniel 
Boone. H e w as associated  w ith  Boone in  th e  e a r ly  fro n tie r  b a tt le s  and  
p a rtic ip a ted  in  th e  W ar of 1812.

Jam es H . Shields w as one of th e  lead ing  citizens of D ubuque an d  on 
all public questions, stood fo r th e  best in te re s t of th e  com m unity . H e 
w as of a  k in d  and  congenia l d isposition  and  bore th e  esteem  of a ll classes. 
H is life and  conduct shed an  influence fo r th e  u p lif t of, and  b e tte rm e n t 
of society. H is  a llo ted  tim e  on e a r th  w as w ell spen t.

He w as educated  a t  U nion College, Schenectady, New Y ork, from  w hich  
he g rad u a ted  in  1862. H is  legal tra in in g  w as ob ta ined  in  th e  law  offices 
of ex-Senator Jo h n  B. H enderson  of M issouri and  H onorab le  B en jam in  
M. Sam uels of Dubuque, H e w as ad m itted  to  th e  b a r  in  D ubuque C ounty. 
One y ea r a f te r  w hich he w as elected  C ity A tto rney , se rv in g  one te rm , an d  
ten  years  la te r  w as ag a in  elected  to  th e  sam e position . In  1882, he  w as 
elected D is tric t A tto rney  of th e  T en th  Ju d ic ia l D is tr ic t and  served  fo r 
four years  w ith  d is tinc tion . In  1889, Mr. Sh ields w as elected  to  th e  S ta te  
S enate  from  th e  D ubuque D is tr ic t by th e  la rg e s t m a jo rity  ever g iven  any  
m an  on a  local ticke t. H e served  in  th e  T w en ty -th ird  and  T w en ty -fou rth
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General Assemblies. In  1892, he was elected by the  Democratic State 
Convention as Delegate-at-Large to the National 'Convention a t Chicago 
and served as chairm an of the Iowa delegation. A t the convention, he 
managed the campaign of Governor Boies for the Presidential nomination 
w ith g rea t credit to himself and the governor.

In  August, 1892, he was nom inated by the Democrats of the Third 
D istric t as the ir candidate for congressman. He pursued a  vigorous, 3r- 
sonal campaign and, although defeated, ran  ahead of his ticket.

In  1874 Mr. Shields was m arried to Miss Mary Tomlin of Galena, 
Illinois. She died in  1879. He is survived by his only daughter, Elinor. 
In  his death, the daughter lost a  kind and loving fa ther who for years 
had been to her not only a  father but a  companion and friend. During 
the sunset of his life, he spent his last days in  the home of the daughter, 
where he received all the attention  th a t love, affection and wealth could 
bestow. His daughter has the consolation to accompany her through life 
th a t she did all th a t a loving daughter could do for the comfort and 
care of a  kind fa ther in  the last of his life.

Resolved, T hat th is  resolution be spread on the Journal of th is  body, 
and th a t an engrossed copy hereof be transm itted  to his bereaved daugh­
ter, Mrs. Wm, Lawther, Jr., w ith the assurance of the high appreciation 
of the Senate, of one of the sturdy pioneers of Iowa legislation and one 
so w orthy of honor, who was one of its members, even though in the 
long ago.

N. J. S c h r u p ,
E. C. P e r k i n s ,
R o b e r t  Q u i g l e y ,

Committee.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote.

Senator Schrup in moving the adoption of the resolutions spoke 
as follows:

M r . P r e s id e n t  a n d  S e n a t o r s —To recount the professional, business and 
political career of Jam es H. Shields, would be to recount the history of 
northeastern  Iowa during the past fifty years.

I  have the proud honor and distinction, if you please, of having been 
an in tim ate and close personal friend and business associate of the de­
parted during the period from 1882 down to the tim e when he retired 
from the activities of life, and on account of h is infirm ities of advancing 
age, he retired  to the home of his daughter. We were, I am glad to say, 
exceedingly close friends and I would be very glad, if tim e would permit, 
to  call your atten tion  to many very in teresting  incidents in his career.

He was called by his friends “The L ittle G iant of the N ortheast,” and 
while he was a little  g iant physically, he was, on the other hand, a great 
g ian t in  any affair of life in which he appeared.

I  will not take the tim e of th is Senate to  dwell a t length on this sub­
ject, but w ant to allow the tim e to two of his close personal associates in 
his profession, they being lawyers from th a t p art of the state, and can 
undoubtedly relate several incidents th a t will be of in terest on this oc­
casion. I  would therefore ask  th a t the other members of the committee


