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Ayers was president of the  Iowa City Commercial Club for three years, 
from 1909 to  1912, and under his leadership the club ranked with the best 
in the middle west. H e was always recognized as a  leading factor in the 
business life of the city and his election to the chief executive office of the 
business m en’s organization was both tim ely and fitting. H e was actively 
in terested  in banking circles—being a director and vice president of the 
Citizens Savings and T rust Company of th a t city. A few years previous to 
his death he was president of the Southern Iowa Lum berm en’s Associa­
tion.

W hether he be judged by his public or private life; w hether judged 
as a friend or neighbor, o r m easured by his standards of business integrity, 
o r by his ideals of public duty in the m any and various positions of trust 
and honor held in his community and in the state, yet the qualities of 
courage, kindness, candor and common sense were ever his constant char­
acteristics. His is the memory which sterling  manhood and loyal citizen­
ship leaves as a  legacy, and

Whereas, The life and character of the deceased were such as to entitle 
his memory to the respect and esteem  of all who knew him,

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved, T hat the House of Representatives take this 
occasion to express its appreciation of his character and public services 
and a t this tim e extend to his bereaved family its sincere sympathy in 
the ir sorrow, and

Be I t  Further Resolved, T hat a copy of these resolutions be spread upon 
the journal of the House and th a t the Chief Clerk be instructed  to forward 
an engrossed copy of same to the family of the deceased.

P r a n k  P. M e s s e r ,

P. L. K e p p l e ,

J. E .  L a r s o n ,

Committee.

DAVID HAMILTON SCOTT.

Mr. S p e a k e r —Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com­
m em orative of the life, character and public services of the late Hon. 
David H am ilton Scott, form erly a m em ber of the House of Representa­
tives in the 26th General Assembly, beg leave to submit the following:

David H am ilton Scott was born in F lem ing County, Kentucky, on 
June 27th, 1825, and died a t his residence in Albia, Iowa, December 21st, 
1918, aged 92 years, 5 months and 24 days. He em igrated to Monroe 
County, Iowa, from Indiana in the fall of 1850, four years a fte r this 
sta te  was first adm itted to the Union. H is was the experience and his 
the life of the sturdy Iowa pioneer; his was the labor and his was the 
privilege to aid in the development and assis t in the shaping of this 
g rea test of all commonwealths. On October 16th, 1845, he was united 
in m arriage to Mary W ills w ith whom he lived an ideal married life 
until her death June 19th, 1914. Born in th a t period of the Nation’s 
h istory  when the now firmly established principles of a united govern­
m ent was then  being molded into shape and form ulated into unchange­
able trad ition ; a student at all tim es of contemporaneous events he
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learned the lessons of patrio tism  and of union laid down by the found­
ers of this country and expounded by such men as M adison, W ebster, 
and Lincoln.

In the sum m er of 1862, responsive to those teachings and in  answ er 
to the call of his country, in order to m aintain  the  liberties w hich we 
prize and the righ ts which we undertake to m aintain, he en listed  in  th e  
service of his country in Company A, 36th Iowa In fan try  and w as com­
m issioned Second L ieutenant. In th is capacity and w ith  h is reg im ent 
he continued to serve un til on account of failing  hea lth  he w as com­
pelled to resign his commission and re tu rn  home the following year. 
H is conspicuous sacrifice as well as th a t of h is faith fu l w ife who was 
left a t tha t period w ith lim ited means and a fam ily of seven daughters 
to carry  on the work a t the farm  home in th a t early  and privation  
stage of his community, affords th a t undying evidence of loyalty  w hich 
assures the perpetuity  of our governm ent and m akes us of th is la tte r  
generation the ir everlasting  debtors.

Among other offices of public tru s t to which his fellow citizens 
called him  as an evidence of the ir esteem and Confidence, he was elected 
in November, 1895, as a m em ber of the 26th G eneral Assem bly of Iowa. 
He served in the regular session of th a t Assembly and was a m em ber of 
the ex tra  session which was convened in 1897, and m ade the last re ­
vision of our code.

P ioneer as he was, loyal, serving, and sacrificing, vigorous in m ind 
and body, possessed of the h ighest ideals characteristic  of such early  
se ttlers, he typified tha t Iowa citizenship which has had so m uch to do in  
placing this S tate in the front rank  of the sisterhood of the  Republic. 
I t was, therefore, but fitting th a t one so endowed and thus identified 
should honor and be honored by his County by such election. In private 
life and public service he was honored and loved by all who knew him . 
Honest, faithful, tried  and true, w ith a charity  born of a belief in the 
Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of all, he lived, labored and 
passed to his rew ard, leaving behind him a record  w orthy of pride and 
justly  to be held in loving memory by his fam ily and by his S tate.

Therefore, Be I t  Re&olved, T hat in his death we have lost a loyal citizen, 
an honorable servant of the State and one whose life is w orthy of ex­
emplification by us whose duty it is to faithfully  carry  on the  duties 
which are now ours and th a t we hereby extend to his re la tives and 
friends this tribu te of our respect; and be it fu rthe r

Resolved, T hat these resolutions in memorium be prin ted  in  the journal 
of the House and th a t the Chief Clerk be d irected  to forw ard an en­
grossed copy to the family of the deceased.

W . E. G i i .t n k r ,
C. Y . F i n d l a y ,
W. W. E p p s .


