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He w as a simple, honest m an who spoke the tru th , who paid  his debts, 
and did his work thoroughly  and w as satisfied w ith  w hat he earned.

A descendant of th e  old stock of Ire land  who fough t ag a in s t oppres­
sion is bound to be free  a t any cost. He hated ty ran n y  in any form . The 
poet says:

“I honor the m an who is ready  to sink
H alf his p resen t rep u te  fo r the freedom to th in k ;
And when he is th rough , be his thought strong  or weak,
Will sink t ’o ther ha lf fo r  the freedom  to speak,
C aring n au g h t fo r w hat vengeance the  mob has in sto re—
Let th a t mob be the upper ten  thousand, or low er.”

T h a t was the sp ir it of a typical Senator. T h a t is the  sp ir it th a t  is 
needed now. N ever has i t  been needed more th a n  it is today— to g u ard  
our land aga inst the  oppression of th e  demagogue.

W hile such a m an lives, his fellowship is a blessing and when he 
dies his memory is sacred.

The resolution was unanimously adopted by a rising vote.

N IC H OLA S J . SCH RU P

M r . P r e s i d e n t : Your com mittee which was appointed to rep o rt a  reso­
lution com m em orating the life, ch a rac te r and services of the  la te  N icholas 
J . Schrup, begs leave to subm it the following rep o rt and moves its adop­
tion :

The death of Hon. N icholas J .  Schrup deprived Iow a of one of the 
valued pioneer citizens, whose career is typical of the  unw avering  p u r ­
posefulness of the  early  se ttle rs  of m id-w estern A m erica.

Nicholas J .  Schrup w as born in  Grand D uchy of Luxem bourg, A u­
g u st 23, 1853. Two years la te r  his paren ts em igrated  to  A m erica and 
settled on a fa rm  in Mosalem township. H ere th e ir  son w as brought 
up and here he spent his youth. A t seventeen he en tered  the St. F ran cis  
N orm al School, M ilwaukee, from  which he w as g rad u a ted  in 1874. F o r 
a tim e he followed the profession of teaching, f irs t a t  Cascade, Iowa, 
la te r  a t  M attoon, Illinois. This w as to be but a stepping-stone, however, 
to the  business career fo r  which he w as em inently fitted, and of which 
he made a m arked success. I t  w as during  his le isure hours a t  th is tim e 
th a t  he began w riting  insurance fo r  the  Old G erm an In su rance Com pany 
of F reeport, Illinois, thus lay ing  the corner stone of h is fu tu re  business 
career. In 1883 he resigned the lucrative post of D eputy  County A udi­
to r to organize the Dubuque F ire  and M arine In su rance  Company.

In  1884, Mr. Schrup w as m arried  to M ary A. K ransz, a  pioneer of the  
N orth  Side of Chicago. F ou r children were born to  them , C harles J ., 
L illian M., Rosalyn M., and O liver— all of whom are  s till living.

A lthough Mr. Schrup w as pre-em inently the business m an, ra th e r  
th a n  the statesm an, he found tim e to serve the com m unity in various ca­
pacities, first as a member, then  as president of the B oard of Education . 
L ater, in 1910, he became S ta te  S enator from  Dubuque county, an  office to 
which he was re-elected in 1914. To his public service M r. S chrup
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brought the shrewd foresightedness th a t made him successful in busi­
ness. B rought up on a farm , educated fo r and p racticing  a profession 
fo r a tim e, he nevertheless found expression fo r h is abilities in the sharp  
give-and-take of the m odern business world. He never failed in any of 
his undertakings. H is word w as as good as his bond. Men anxious to 
succeed w ere eager fo r his advice. His quiet self-confidence inspired in 
others confidence in him  and in themselves. These qualities made him 
an invaluable member of senatoria l financial committees. H is confidence 
and his experience outweighed any speeches th a t  could be made and m at­
te rs  under his advice w ere p ractically  settled in com mittees before they 
reached the floor.

In  his p rivate  business capacity, he w as the president of the Dubuque 
F ire  and M arine Insurance Company fo r m any years, and, a t the tim e 
cf his death  was chairm an of its  Board of D irectors. He was P resident 
of the N ational Reserve Insurance Company, of the Pioneer T ru s t and 
Savings Bank, and the A m erican T ru s t and Savings Bank. He was 
a d irector of the Consolidated N ational Bank and of a num ber of Du­
buque corporations. He was a member of the Dubuque Chamber of 
Commerce, and a Regent of Columbia College. In  1923 he was honored 
by K ing A lbert of Belgium, who conferred upon him Knighthood, O rder 
of the Crown.

Mr. Schrup was also active in local organizations. He belonged to the 
Dubuque Golf Club, the Elks, and the K nights of Columbus.

A lthough fo r several years Mr. Schrup had not been in his custom ary 
good health , his last illness w as only of ten days’ duration . All mem­
bers of his fam ily w ere presen t a t  his bedside when he died, and he was 
com forted by the la s t r ite s  of the Catholic church, of which he was a 
life-long member. He died a t 9 :00 p. m. on Monday, November 24, 1924. 
He is survived by his w ife and the children, and his g rand  daughter, 
E leanor M ary.

Senator Schrup had a  g rea t influence in the good m anagem ent of pub­
lic and p riva te  business affairs. He was never w illing to sacrifice a p rin ­
ciple in o rder to gain a place, and as tim e goes on he will always be re ­
fe rred  to as one of the ou tstanding  figures of his p a r t of the state. W ith 
him  Iowa loses a notable figure in her lis t of w orthy citizens.

Notv, Therefore, Be I t  Resolved By the Senate of the F orty -first Gen­
e ra l Assembly of Iowa, th a t the Senate take th is occasion to express its 
high appreciation  of his lofty  character and fa ith fu l public service, and 
adopt th is  memorial in the nam e of the public of Iowa as a tr ib u te  to 
his nam e and memory.

Be I t  F ur ther  Resolved, T hat a copy of these resolutions appear in the 
Jo u rn a l of the Senate, and th a t the secretary  be directed to send an en­
grossed copy thereof to his fam ily.

B. J . H o r c h e m  
W . G. H a s k e l l  
H. C. W h i t e

Committee.


