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until his death. He was an ardent supporter of early republican 
principles and rem ained loyal to his party until his death. In 1860 he 
was elected supervisor of Jones county, becoming chairm an of the 
board. In 1864 he enlisted in the civil war, serving until its  close. 
He was elected to the  House of Representatives in the  N inth, Tenth, 
Eleventh and T hirteenth General Assemblies and was elected Speaker 
of the Thirteenth General Assembly. In 1871 he was elected Auditor 
of State and served two terms. He was elected Senator from  the 
24 th  district, serving the E ighteenth and N ineteenth General Assem
blies. When Congress gave to Iowa the land gran t now used by the 
Iowa State Agricultural College, the Hon. John Russell was elected 
chairman of the Board of Trustees of the college. I t is through his 
energetic and vigorous methods th a t we now have the institu tion a t 
Ames. It was during his adm inistration and largely through his efforts 
that the law placing permanent school funds in the hands of the 
county and making the county liable to the S tate for the  in terest 
thereon, was enacted. The law for the regulation of the savings banks 
was also enacted during his term  of office, and to him belongs a great 
deal of the credit for the  law as it then existed.

Mr. Russell died a t his home in Onslow, Jones county, October 10, 
1908.

Resolved, By the Senate of the Thirty-third General Assembly, th a t 
in the death of Hon. John Russell the State mourns the loss of an 
efficient and honored statesman.

Be it Further Resolved, tha t a copy of th is Resolution be printed 
in the Journal of the Senate and tha t the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to send an enrolled copy to M argaret Russell a t Onslow.

H. R. C h a p m a n ,
Chairman.

J o h n  F o l e y ,

H. C. B u b g e s s ,
Committee.

Adopted.

The resolutions were adopted by a rising vote.

Senator De Armand, .from'the Special Committee appointed to 
prepare suitable resolutions commemorative of the life of the late 
Hon. William 0 . Schmidt, submitted the following report and 
moved its adoption:

Mr. President— Your committee appointed to prepare and present 
resolutions commemorative of the life and services to the  State of the 
late Hon. Wm. O. Schmidt, of Scott county, desire to present the fol
lowing report:

Whereas, Since the close of the Thirty-second General Assembly 'death 
has claimed the Hon. William O. Schmidt, of Davenport, Scott county, 
therefore be it
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Resolved, 'm a t  the Senate of th e  S tate of Iowa has learned  w ith  
profound sorrow  and reg re t of the dea th  of a form er m em ber of th is  
body and a d istinguished citizen of th e  S tate.

Hon. W illiam  O. Schm idt was a citizen of the  h ighest ideals, and 
ever ready  w ith  generous purse  and kindly  hand  to  advance th e  w elfare 
of h is countrym en and fellows.

As a public se rvan t he w as ever fa ith fu l to  the  h igh tru s ts  reposed 
in  him  and a t  the  sh rine  of du ty  he was ever a  fa ith fu l devotee.

In  h is native city, D avenport, he contribu ted  freely of h is tim e and 
m oney to  advance every w orthy  cause for bette ring  th e  conditions of 
the people and substantial evidences of faith  in his native city remain 
as m onum ents to  his judgm en t and love for th e  beau tifu l and th e  good.

Be it  F u rth e r  Resolved, T hat a copy of these reso lu tions be spread 
on th e  records of the Senate.

J .  A . D e  A b m a n d ,
E. P . M cM a n u s ,
L. B. P a b s h a ix ,

Com m ittee.

^Adopted.

Senator De Armand moved the adoption of resolutions and sa id :

W hen a m an devotes th e  best years of his life to th e  services of his 
city and his S tate  he comes p re tty  n ea r being a hum an ita rian . W hen 
he leaves behind him  w hen his ea rth ly  p ilgrm age is a t an  end as 
m onum ents of h is life, th e  g ra titu d e  of a devoted people, he leaves 
th a t  w hich will last longer th a n  m onum ents of stone and tab le ts  of 
brass. W illiam  O. Schm idt devoted th e  too few years of h is life to 
th e  w elfare of th e  people and th e  city of his b irth  and all h is energies 
w ere ben t to m ake people happy by m aking them  independent and 
proud  of the heritage of freedom  and th e  opportun ity  to  add to  the  
happiness of o thers. He builded business blocks to  give substan tia l 
g row th  to  the  city of his hom e and to  the  associations having fo r th e ir  
purpose th e  grow th of th e  city  he gave of his tim e and money w ithout 
stin t. He was forem ost in  w orks of charity  and in  his social circle he 
w as a prince. In  his profession he was an honor and in  h is p rivate 
life  he contribu ted  to th e  happiness of o thers by being the  friend of 
tru th  and justice and in his untim ely death no man left more sincere 
m ourners. He w as the soul of honor and in  h is am bitions he builded 
upon no m an’s dow nfall b u t gave freely  of th a t  w ealth  of wisdom and 
good cheer which m ade his success the  pride of those who came in  con
ta c t w ith  him . H is life was an insp ira tion  and his death  was a S ta te ’s 
loss.

The resolutions were adopted unaniomusly by a rising vote.

Senator De Armand, from the Special Committee appointed to 
prepare suitable resolutions commemorative of the life of the late 
Hon. W. A. Foster, submitted the following report and moved its 
adoption:


